
Par i sh  Magazine
APRIL  2021

We want to pray with you 
–and for you. Find out 

more on page 5

When did YOU last pray?

Help...
  Oh God...
 Oh please...

These are all prayers
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Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be 
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services 
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions before entering 

into any contract.
NB: Not all services may be available under Covid-19 restrictions - please check 

with individual advertisers.

ESTATE AGENTS  •   87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ

We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.

This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts 

are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled 
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.

Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible 
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.

We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559      www.vincetaylortofts.com
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The Rector writes
At this time of year our world is bursting with colour.  
We are fortunate that a previous occupant of our 
house loved gardening, so the garden is full of bulbs 
that spring up each year.  There are tulips and daffodils and other flowers I 
don’t recognise.
Whilst some gardening is required, I am always amazed at how the bulbs 
shoot up each year without me needing to give much of a helping hand.  They 
are a gift to us each year, a gift of new life that tells us that spring is here and 
warmer days are ahead.
I recently heard it said that every flowering bulb speaks to us of the resurrection 
of Jesus; of the possibility of new life that is found in him. 
The image of the bulb is a perfect one for Easter, because in order for a bulb 
to produce flowering life, it must first be buried in the ground.  New life starts 
with a burial.  Jesus himself used that illustration when his time had come to 
go to the cross.  He said: “…unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” (John 12:24)
At Easter we remember the death of Jesus on the cross and his burial in the 
tomb. However, we also remember his resurrection, his new life, that followed 
on from that burial.
When Jesus came back to life on Easter Sunday, it was a powerful declaration 
that Jesus has been victorious. He had paid the price for us not loving God or 
each other as we were created to, so that we can enjoy God’s forgiveness and 
fellowship.  His resurrection was also the proof that by following him, we can 
be assured of eternal life, even in the wake of death. Jesus, like a seed, first 
needed to be buried, but this burial led to an abundance of new life.  
Perhaps over this past year you have been more aware than ever of the 
reality of life, death and the fragility of things we might be tempted to put our 
confidence in.  Jesus is good news because he is the one who give us a secure 
offer of life, even when other things and people let us down.  
If you would like to hear more about Jesus, the man who conquered death, 
why not join us on Easter Sunday this year.  Alternatively, we are running 
an online course after Easter called Christianity Explored over seven weeks, 
which provides an opportunity to find out more about Jesus and the hope and 
life he brings.  There is an advert for this in the magazine; please feel free to 
get in touch if you would like to find out more.

God bless, 
Ben

20 million adults in the UK pray. One in three people believes God will 
answer their prayers – and we believe this too.
We are living in difficult times with worries about COVID, finances, 
relationships, mental health, bereavement and loneliness. We are not meant 
to cope alone. God is closer than you think and waiting to hear from you and 
to meet you when you reach out to him.
Prayer is simply conversation with God. You don’t need to use special words 
or a special voice – you can pray out loud or silently. You can pray anytime, 
anywhere about anything. People often struggle to find God, but the truth is 
he is all around. God is interested in us and in some way, we are made like him 
– in his image. It makes knowing him a genuine option.
We live in a rich country and have the opportunity to fill our lives with so 
many things, but we are often not happy.
Are we missing something? There’s got to be something better. Is there 
another way of living life?
Jesus invites us to change our lives because God’s kingdom is here. He wants 
us to live life to the full and in the Bible, he tells us and shows us how.
Jesus loves us and promises us peace. Why not talk to him about this? 
The last year or so has been a really difficult time and we would be really glad 
to pray for you. We have just created a new page on our website where you 
can make prayer requests and let us know how you are.  You are welcome to 
leave your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.   

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html

The power of prayer

http://www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html
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Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica 

and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.
Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768  www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

Whether you are sceptical, questioning, just curious, or would value 
going over the basics again, join us online for this short and informal 

seven-week opportunity to explore the Christian faith.
You won’t be asked to sing, pray, or read.  You can say as little 

as you like, and absolutely any question is welcome.
Why not log on for the first session and see what you think?  

Starting 8pm Tuesday 20th April 2021
If you would like to join us please email our Vicar, Ben, to receive 

the Zoom link: vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com
We would love to see you.

Dave Walker

For more of Dave’s 
cartoons, see www.
cartoonchurch.com

mailto:vicar.maresfieldandnutley%40protonmail.com?subject=
http://www.cartoonchurch.com
http://www.cartoonchurch.com
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Hendall is a beautiful and individual 
private venue, ideal for bespoke family 
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and

receptions, corporate events, exhibitions, 
classical concerts and charity fund raising 

events. The historic buildings include 
holiday accommodation in a generous 

medieval barn conversion.

info@hendall.co.uk  01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk

Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU 

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,

Fletching TN22 3TQ

  Local Government News
Tackling the Climate Emergency in Wealden
It is timely to update everyone on local progress with the Climate Change 
agenda. Whilst a lot of Council focus has been on the impacts of Covid, 
business as usual has continued. 
Wealden District Council declared a Climate Emergency in July 2019 and we 
published our first Climate Emergency Plan in December 2019, setting out 
our net-zero ambitions for the Council and the District.
However, we can’t begin to set ourselves meaningful targets or measure 
progress until we better understand where we are starting. We therefore 
began by analysing our own greenhouse gas emissions, as well as that of 
the wider District, and creating baselines for both. We also modelled the 
potential impact on future emissions of a range of policy and technological 
developments. Ultimately, this has enabled us to identify the key intervention 
measures and steps needed to achieve the decarbonisation target.     
It is perhaps easiest to start where we have the most control – our own 
assets. Almost all of our corporate and retirement living buildings are now 
powered by renewable energy sources. Solar PV panels are installed at ten of 
our retirement living schemes and the Council offices, while air source heat 
pumps have been installed in our general needs properties. Our main office 
building has been completely redeveloped to incorporate (amongst other 
things) passive ventilation, solar shading, solar PV and air source heating, 
achieving a BREEAM rating of ‘excellent’. 
We also have some 3,000 Council homes,for  which we are developing carbon 
reduction plans . We are exploring alternative heating options for our off-gas 
homes, and hydrogen ready and hybrid systems for others. We know that there 
will not be one single solution for gas replacement, so we are investigating a 
range of alternatives. 
We only have a small vehicle fleet, which we have started to replace with 
electric vehicles, and we are working with our waste contractor to plan how 
to decarbonise our waste collection service.
Perhaps the biggest impact that we can have on emissions, however, is 
through our ability to influence and facilitate change locally and nationally.  
We know that emissions across our District have reduced by over 32% since 
2005, but we know this is not enough. As an area, our main challenges are 
emissions from transport (which equate to 47% of all emissions) and domestic 
gas and electricity consumption. 
One of our current priorities is to install electric vehicle charge points into 
our car parks throughout the District, to increase the availability of public 
infrastructure and stimulate the switch to electric vehicles. 
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dmc partnership
Chartered Accountants
•	 Full	accounts	services	for	
companies,	sole	traders	

•	 and	partnerships
•	 Completion	of	Tax	Returns
•	 Capital	gains	and	retirement	
tax	planning

•	 Sage	set-up	and	payroll	
services
Why	not	call	to	arrange	an	

appointment	with	no	obligation	
at	our	offices?

Contact	Estelle	Sherlock
Office:	Forest	Row	—	01342	824181
Email:	estelle@dmcpartnership.com

KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

•	 Airport and cruise transfers
•	 Executive travel
•	 Theatres and concerts

07768 320084

•	 Special occasions
•	 Eurostar
•	 Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk info@kbexec.co.uk

Continued from page 9 

Planning permission was recently given for a multi EV charging point and 
solar farm near  Copwood rounabout ,Uckfield. This has understandably 
caused a lot of concern locally but it will give us a head start with EV Charging 
infrastructure
Through the planning process, we have so far also granted permissions for 
one wind farm and nine solar farms, and we have recently delivered a solar 
PV and battery storage group-buying scheme for residents and businesses. 
Collectively, we are already producing enough renewable electricity in the 
District to power around 40% of all our housing.  
We are planning the wholesale regeneration of our largest market Town and 
a whole range of low carbon and ecological features are being incorporated, 
including low carbon building design, the co-location of technology (such as 
solar PV, battery storage and EV charge points), and a district heat network.
However, we know we cannot achieve our net-zero ambitions alone; we all 
need to get involved. Therefore, we are engaging with our local communities, 
to share information and exchange ideas, including recently through a virtual 
Climate Day for Town and Parish councils. 
Our residents are active and engaged. We have a 51% recycling rate in the 
District and we are committed to increasing this further through campaigns 
and education. Of the 49% that is not recycled, 48% goes to a local incinerator, 
the energy from which is fed into the National Grid.
Some of the initiatives we are supporting include:
• The Solar Together project to enable the uptake of Solar PV and battery 

storage by property owners (more than 1000 have registered so far).
• A project to accelerate the uptake of renewable technology in an industrial 

estate.
• The Riding Sunbeams project, which will allow a community-owned solar 

farm to generate power for railway lines.
• Awareness campaigns to encourage take up of the Green Homes Grant 

scheme.
• A community project to help residents understand the benefits of switching 

from oil fired to renewable heating systems
• The Great British Spring Clean campaign, which has extensive community 

involvement, with over 40 groups regularly taking part and many carrying 
on litter picking throughout the year. 

Of course, the thinking behind the Climate emergency must be embedded in 
all our future planning, and climate change is one of the key considerations 
shaping our new Local Plan.

Roy Galley 
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Rick Blackman Gardening
Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens

Mowing • Strimming •  Hedge-cutting •  Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding

Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken
07810 453122

Fully insured work to BS3998

rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01825 769681  Mob. 07869 270353

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Felling
Pruning
Planting

Stump Removal

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties, 

Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.

For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

Thursday 8 April at 2pm - Two Glasgow Girls: Bessie MacNicol 
and Norah Neilson Gray
Lecturer: Julia Marwood
Sadly, Susie Hodge is unable to deliver our lecture in 
April about the artists of the Glasgow School but we 
are delighted that Julia Marwood has stepped into the 
breach with her lecture focusing on: “Two Glasgow 
Girls”, which promises to be fascinating.
Bessie MacNicol and Norah Neilson Gray were two of 
the many women who benefited from the enlightened 
leadership of Francis Newbery at the Glasgow School 
Art after 1885. Both achieved significant critical acclaim 
at home and abroad and are part of the important group 
of women now called the Glasgow Girls.
This lecture explores the short but productive lives 
of these New Women and illustrates their important 
contribution to the great flowering of art in Glasgow at 
that time.
Julia Marwood first saw the work of Klimt in Vienna as 
a young student, which instigated a lifelong passion for 
art.  After early retirement from her teaching career, 
she now has the great pleasure of spending all day, every day, looking at 
and talking about art. Julia particularly enjoys visiting galleries in Scotland to 

indulge in her love of the Glasgow Boys, Glasgow Girls and 
Scottish Colourists. She also shares her joy and expertise as a 
tour guide at Manchester Art Gallery.
Lectures are available to Members only at this time, but 
you are welcome to join us by contacting our Membership 
Secretary Donald Speedie in advance of the lecture on  
01892 663388 or email ADFASnews@gmail.com.

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling 

and general building requirements
0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com
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Making email great again
How important is a bit of privacy to you?  
Just like our telephone conversations, you 
might hope and expect that your standard 
email is private… but it is not.  Sending 
an email is like sending a postcard: every 
computer involved in delivering that email 
can also read and share it.  Below we are 
going to look at more secure vehicles for 
your innermost reflections and important 
information.
You are probably quite familiar with 
encryption, the process of turning 
your lovingly prepared prose into 
gobbledegook.  The trick is to ensure that the encryption persists from your 
device through to the time when your recipient reads the message and that it 
is easy to use. There are many apps for mobile devices that achieve this with 
seemingly-decent privacy including Signal, Wickr, Telegram and Whatsapp.  
How can we apply this to the humble email?
One way has been to make the encryption process obvious to you.  Traditionally 
this has involved having your own private and public ‘keys’.  These power a 
mathematical mangle that converts messages into nonsense and back again.  
An application on your computer would keep track of these using a common 
method such as the long-standing and delightful named of Pretty Good Privacy 
(PGP) to automatically mangle your email.  Your correspondents would have a 
similar engine at their end to detangle it into something meaningful.
Modern versions of this cryptographic steam engine still exist.  Infocrypt.
com is an example of a service where you paste in your message, bung in 
your correspondent’s public key and produce the nonsense for you to send 
to them via your normal email.  All of which sounds a little long winded, not 
to mention needing to keep track of umpteen public keys for your different 
correspondents.  There must be something easier…. and there is.
Let’s skip lightly past the next solution in just a few words.  This is where a 
bit of software is tagged onto your normal email reader to look after all those 
tiresome public keys of your friends and relations, and the decrypting of their 
messages… assuming your friends and relations will even consider joining in 
with your peculiar ‘privacy’ hobby.
What we need is something simple and easy just like normal email, something 
like an encrypted email service.  Hushmail and Protonmail do just that and 
much more.  Email is simple if you and your correspondent have an account 
with Hushmail or Protonmail - encryption just happens.  

If your correspondent is using one of those data 
hungry, advert driven accounts (anyone heard of 
Yahoo, Gmail or Outlook?) then they will need to 
go through a setup process before the encryption 
kicks in.  Subsequently your emails will include a 
secure link to a webpage for them to read your 
email.
You can use both services from their website or 
from your normal email reader which is far nicer 
then cooking up your own encryption.  
Naturally there is a modest price tag for these services.  One of the distinctions 
between them is the protection that they can offer your data.  Hushmail is 
based in Canada.  By contrast, Protonmail’s servers are located in bomb-proof 
shelters under mountains, protected by Swiss privacy laws and unable to read 
your email.  Perhaps those laws and layers of rock will come in handy one of 
these days.

Roger Lyon
rlcomputersolutions.co.uk 
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How Many New Homes for Maresfield Parish?
Wealden District Council hopes to publish its new draft Local Plan in Spring 
2022 and it will almost certainly include a number for the new homes to be 
built in Maresfield Parish over the plan period. We do not know what that 
number is; in the last Plan (2013) it was 50.
But circumstances are now very different.
Firstly, Wealden District will be required to plan for at least 1,200 homes per 
year, whereas in 2013 the number was about 450.
Secondly, the protection against development afforded by our Parish’s 
proximity to the Ashdown Forest has significantly reduced. We still understand 
that no new development will be allowed within the Forest nor within the 
400m Exclusion Zone around the Forest Boundary; however, development 
elsewhere will not be restricted but will merely require a small financial 
contribution as mitigation for any adverse effect on the Forest attributable to 
the development.
Thirdly, Wealden’s recent requests to landowners/developers to put forward 
sites for an initial assessment of their suitability for development has yielded 
over 30 sites in our Parish which if deemed suitable would encourage Wealden 
in their new Plan to allocate a number of new homes to our Parish which 
could be delivered from those sites.
My personal conclusion is that our Parish could be allocated as many as 250 
new homes, or even more and these could be built on sites in Nutley as well as 
in Maresfield. If we think 250 is too many we need to have very good reasons 
and feed these into Wealden as soon as we can while their draft plan is being 
prepared. Your views please. 
Where the houses would go in the Parish is an essential part of the valuable 
work currently being undertaken by our NDP Steering Group who are 
objectively and impartially assessing the sites which have been put forward 
and will produce a prioritised list of their recommended sites when the number 
of homes to be allocated is known.
I wrote a piece about the local planning background for the November parish 
magazines and this is still available on the Parish Council website. I’m sure you 
would find it interesting.

Continued on page 19

Parish Council News



20 21

Stitchability … by … Rachel
Classic style for the discerning lady
 Individual commissions, bespoke 

design service
Weddings •  christenings • daywear 

• alterations • vintage treasures 
transformed to wear today

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk

Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

All meetings commence 7.30 pm and will be held remotely via Zoom.

Tuesday 6 April Finance & Administration Committee
Monday 19 April Planning Committee
Tuesday 20 April Full Council
Tuesday 27 April Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee

Parish Council Meetings: April 2021

Parish Survey
Please look out for the General Survey we are going to ask every household in 
the Parish to complete. This is to update our evidence base for our latest draft 
of our Neighbourhood Development Plan and also to inform our ongoing 
discussions with Wealden District Council as they consult the Parishes during 
the preparation of their new Local Plan. As I indicated above this will affect 
our Parish and especially Maresfield Village so your input is important and the 
Parish Council needs to understand the views of parishioners so we can fully 
represent them to Wealden and reflect them in our NDP.

Useful links
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/  http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/    https://www.ashdownforest.org/ 

And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock 
Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

Continued from page 17 

Prayerwaves
Available from Maresfield and Nutley Churches: Prayerwaves
A daily email with Scripture readings, prayers and prayer requests for 

those in our villages or known to us personally who are in need. 

If you would like to receive this email, please contact Ben at  
vicar.maresfieldandnutley.protonmail.com

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Local Climate Change Challenge
The Climate Change Interest Group was formed recently by local people and our 
aim is to challenge Maresfield Parish residents to make changes in a variety of 
areas for the good of the environment. We hope you feel inspired to join in with 
some of our suggestions and would welcome your feedback.

April 2021 - The importance of using peat-free compost
The days are getting brighter and we are thinking about sewing seeds and potting 
up cuttings and seedlings. Have you considered buying peat-free compost this 
year?

Why are peat bogs vital for us?
When you dig up peat that’s two meters (7ft) below the surface, it is about 
8,000 years old. Plants in this peat clump lived and died before the Egyptians 
constructed the pyramids and before humans invented the wheel. This is history 
and carbon gold.
Peatlands are the UK’s largest on land store of carbon, holding three times as 
much as all of our woodlands.  
Peatlands are the superheroes of ecosystems: they purify water, sometimes 
mitigating flooding and providing a home for rare species. Known peatlands 
only cover about 3% of the world’s land surface, but store at least twice as much 
carbon as all of Earth’s standing forests. In addition, at least one-third of the 
world’s organic soil carbon, which plays a vital role in mitigating climate change 
and stabilizing the carbon cycle, is in peatlands so peat bogs are the one of most 
essential ecosystem. 

Why should you buy peat-free compost for your garden?
For general potting a peat-free compost has the benefit of holding moisture well 
and releasing nutrients slowly and over a long period of time, which is ideal for 
planters and containers. 
Did you know that multi-purpose compost, unless it is labelled ‘peat-free’, can 
contain between 70% and 100% peat? There are clear environmental reasons 
why we should be concerned about using even small amounts of peat. British peat 
bogs store the carbon equivalent to about 20 years’ worth of national industrial 
emissions.
Peat-free compost, on the other hand, is a totally natural and eco-friendly product 
with a wide range of uses. It can contain ingredients such as recycled garden 
materials, bark fines and wood fibre to a strict quality specification, helping us 
make the most of the waste we throw away and contributing to a reduction in 
carbon emissions.

Continued on page 23

Climate Change Interest Group 
Sponsored by Maresfield Parish Council
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Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com

01825 740385 / 07738 627246

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.

We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains, 
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing  

wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.  

We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.
For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 

on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

If you are looking for an effective soil improver, it is much better to use a peat-free 
product. Any bulky organic material can be used to improve the organic content 
of soil, but peat is low in nutrients and too fine, so peat-free alternatives are a 
much better option.
Peat-free compost is ideal for potting up established seedlings and general 
repotting but is not always ideal for sowing seeds. When using peat-free compost 
for seed sowing try to sieve it and mix it with vermiculite to give it a nice open 
structure which works well for seeds.
Of course, composting your kitchen waste, such as fruit and vegetable peelings 
and tea bags, along with garden waste such as lawn clippings and prunings, is a 
really easy way to make your own compost to help your garden bloom. Homemade 
compost is the perfect nutrient-rich food for your garden and will help improve 
soil structure, maintain moisture levels and keep your soil’s pH balance in check. 
It has everything your plants need, including nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium 
and it will help improve soils that are very acidic or alkaline.
So why not give peat free compost a chance this year? Or in other words, bog off 
the peat. 

Continued from page 21 

Our group meets, currently via Zoom, once per month and you are welcome 
to join our meetings. 
Please contact Nancy for details or with any feedback or suggestions you may 
have.  Email:  assistantclerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk

Fletching Concert 
26th June 7.30pm

The organ concert at Fletching Church in aid of 
Family Support Work, originally planned for April last 
year and postponed due to lockdown, has now been 
rescheduled for 26th June. Peter Bassett will present 
a programme of 19th century music, illustrating the 
continental influences on the English organ, through 
music of the most popular composers of the time. 
Look out for further details next month.

mailto:assistantclerk%40maresfieldparish.org.uk?subject=
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Perhaps Adkin’s eager 
Eastbourne entomologist 
army had been inspired by 
another of my favourite 
books. The Outdoor 
World (1900) by William 
Furneaux aimed to distract 
children from “victimising 
their schoolmates” and 
give them “a taste for 
something better.” Back 
in 1900, it seems pinning 
butterflies and collecting 
birds’ eggs fell into the 

“something better” category. Furneaux encouraged young naturalists to make 
“killing bottles” in which they could dispatch butterflies, and instructed children 
to ask the local chemist for some cyanide. The chemist will, Furneaux assures 
you, sell you cyanide if “he is satisfied with your intentions.” 
Although it all sounds rather macabre now, this popular book went on to 
inspire a generation of young naturalists (and probably one or two aspiring Dr 
Crippens). Back on my bookshelf, I look at my book and wonder if — in 100 
years from now — my own story will seem as distant and ridiculous as a world 
where schoolboys wielded butterfly nets and 10-year-olds could pop to the 
chemist to buy deadly poison. 

Michael Blencowe
Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats 
throughout Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over 
half a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.  
Please consider supporting our work.  As a member you will be invited to join 
Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, 
discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, 
Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

My back pages
I love old natural history books. 
It’s not just the information they 
contain. I love the smell, I love 
the binding. For the past twelve 
months I’ve avoided Covid 
anxieties by burying my head in 
old books, scientific papers and 
traveller’s journals. I’ve been 
researching a book of my own, an 
account of my travels in search 
of what remains of the world’s 
iconic extinct animals. A journey 
which took me from the dark 

forests of New Zealand to the ferries of Finland and finally to an inflatable 
crocodile floating on Widewater Lagoon in Shoreham.  
After spending long lockdown nights writing at my computer it was somewhat 
surreal to receive an advance copy of my book in the post this morning and to 
run my hands over its embossed cover. I finally filed it on my bookcase where 
it rubbed shoulders, and spines, with On The Origin of Species by Charles 
Darwin and Animal Magic by Johnny Morris.  
My bookshelves sag with old natural history books. Just holding these tomes 
transports me to another time. Tucked away inside my battered (but beloved) 
copy of The Butterflies of Eastbourne (1928) by Robert Adkin is a map, which I 
always unfold eagerly as if I’ve discovered the concealed directions to some 
long-lost buried treasure. Indeed, in the book Adkin describes bounteous 
butterfly riches which could be found in the woodlands and downland 
coombes between 
Lewes and Eastbourne. 
You can almost hear 
Rudyard Kipling whisper 
of “something lost 
behind the Ranges. Lost 
and waiting for you. Go!” 
At the time, many young 
explorers answered the 
call and Adkin claimed 
that “almost daily 
during the summer, one 
meets small armies of 
schoolboys each armed 
with a butterfly net.”  
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DON’T FORGET...
You can join us at online church services (and view recent services) at 

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/live-stream.html

Image: SophiEcoWild

http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES 
at St Bartholomew’s

Stay up to date via  
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

www.facebook.com/maresfieldchurch

We are delighted to be able to welcome you 
to services in St Bartholomew’s Maresfield at 

11.15am every Sunday.

You can also still join us online at 10.30am 
– view the live stream at 

maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/live-stream.html


