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STAY CURIOUS

‘How did that happen? It’s October already! Where has this year gone? Where did the Summer go? It’ll be
Christmas before we know it…’ I joked to someone recently that these days it is hardly worth putting the
Christmas decorations away as we will be needing them again any minute.

Haven’t we all felt a bit like that at times? How is it that a maths lesson on a Friday afternoon when I was
thirteen could feel endless, yet these days the afternoons zip by and I seem to achieve so little?

Apparently, it is all part of the aging process and one way to slow things down is to stay curious. Modern life
moves at a frantic pace and we often measure our days by how much we accomplish, rather than how deeply we
notice (and enjoy) the world around us. By intentionally slowing down and cultivating the art of curiosity, our
days will feel less frenetic and more focused. 

Recent research has found that curious brains age better and lifelong inquisitiveness lowers the risk of
dementia, so there is much to be gained by staying curious. Long term studies have also shown that less
curiosity chops precious time off our lifespan, and contributes to loneliness and isolation.

It is suggested that we take a daily walk, and instead of concentrating on achieving a certain number of steps,
instead to be open to the quiet wonders of God’s creation, all around us. Notice how things change, day by day.
Why not bake a cake and invite a neighbour in for a coffee? Read that book which has sat unread on your shelf
for years? Hop on a bus and spend some time exploring somewhere new, dust off those watercolour paints?

In this magazine there are several opportunities to try new things. Maresfield holds a village lunch on the first
Thursday of the month, TLC happens on the first Friday of the month in Nutley, St. Bart’s cafe is every
Wednesday morning and there are children’s groups for all ages too, throughout the week. There are also
various seasonal events, celebrations and courses, like the Alpha Course, which might be both interesting and
fun.

Why not be really curious and drop in to church one Sunday morning? You will find a warm welcome, maybe
have a chance to meet new friends and discuss those big life questions, like ‘Why are we here, is God real and
what is life all about?’

Ali McBrien

CHURCH MATTERS
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Maresfield Groups Nutley Groups

Monday Home Group.  We meet on Mondays
at 10.30am twice a month . You are welcome to
join us! For further information call Jean
Kemm on 01825 713704.

Midweek Homegroup .  We meet on
Thursdays at 10.30am twice a month.   We
would be pleased to welcome any new
members. If you are interested, please contact
Roger or Liz at  r.lloydofnutley@gmail.com for
more information. Thank you.

Home Group West We meet on the second
and fourth  Fridays in each month at 10.30am   
at Sarah Smith’s home, Guildawn, starting  with
coffee.. If you would like to join us contact
Jackie Norman on 01825 712056.

Nutley Ladies Friendship Circle has been
running in Nutley for nearly sixty years. We
meet on the second Thursday of most months in
the Church Hall starting at 3pm. We have a
mixed programme of speakers and outside
events in the summer. Our membership is
about fifteen and we are very welcoming to new
members. Contact Jackie Norman on
01825712056 for further details.

Ashdown Evergreens.  We meet on the first
Friday in the month at 3pm to enjoy outings
and interesting talks. All are welcome. Guests
£5  including refreshments.

Toddler Praise. Tuesdays, 9—10.15am,
Maresfield Church (term time only).  0-4 year
olds and parents and carers are welcome at
our informal group on Tuesday mornings in
Maresfield Church for music and songs, a
thought from the Bible, craft, toys and hot
refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no
charge for the group, but donations to running
costs are welcome. No need to book, we look
forward to seeing you soon!

Dads & Tots.  This group is for
Dads/Grandads and their children and
grandchildren aged  0-4 years    of age. Dads
and Tots is an opportunity spend time with
your children, get to know other Dads and
enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some
breakfast. We    have snacks for the children
and bacon/sausage sandwiches for dads.  
Dads and Tots runs from 9-10:30am on a
Saturday morning in church. See website for
next www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com  

Flourish. How do we live our best lives?  If
you’re in year 4 upwards you are welcome to
join us at Flourish to find out more about the
big story of the Bible and how it helps us know
ourselves and God better. We play games, eat
dinner and dive into God’s amazing story
every Wednesday from 5.30-6.30 at
Maresfield church. Ask Claudia for more
information at
claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com 

Connections.  Are you a local woman looking
to make real friends? This warm and
welcoming group offers relaxed events where
local women can meet and get to know each
other. The events often include a meal and a
guest speaker, speaking on the theme of
friendship and or faith.​ Contact Alison for
more information: alimcbrien@gmail.com

TLC Bereavement Group. We get together
on the first Friday of the month. This is a joint
venture between Maresfield and Nutley
Churches and we are currently meeting at
Nutley Church Hall between 2-3:30pm. TLC is
for anyone who has suffered loss. We hope TLC
will be a place of community and support for
those who are suffering bereavement. Contact
Pauline on 07751729049

6
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Coffee & lunch groups in Maresfield and Nutley
Sunrise Café, Nutley is open every Friday morning during term time, 9am-
10am in Nutley Church Hall. Everyone is welcome; we offer free tea, coffee,
soft drinks and lots of homemade scones and of course cake! Most weeks we
have edible crafts for our young visitors to enjoy.We also have lots of soft toys,
books, a fun slide and colouring in books. 
We’d love to see you, whatever age you are, please pop in for a cuppa. Valerie
and Wendy.

Coffee Pop In , NutleyAutumn greetings! We hope you will meet us in the
Church Hall on Wednesday mornings, between 10 and 11am, for a catch up
with friends over coffee and tea, as well as sampling delicious cakes! Many
thanks to all those on the rota below, who provide and serve the refreshments.
Donations invited (minimum £3 suggested). All are welcome.
  (See Rota below)

Nutley Village Lunch. The lunch is held  on the second Monday every
month in the Church Hall  at 12.30.   If you would like to meet friends for a
catch up why not join us?   The donations received at the July lunch were just
over £100 and sent to The Salvation Army.
Please contact me to add your name. Numbers have to be limited, so make
sure you book early.
sallybutton23@yahoo.co.uk Or 371653. Sally

Barts Community Café, Maresfield We are open every Wednesday from
9am—12 noon.    Come and join us for lively chatter, board games,
crosswords and very good company.We have regular talks/demonstrations,
crafts and so much more and all enjoyed with coffee/tea, cake etc.  All free,
donations appreciated but not essential. We are also an Uckfield Foodbank
Agency. Contact Angie for more information.
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

Maresfield Village Lunch.  The lunch is held in Maresfield Village Hall on
the first Thursday of each month at 12.30pm.  The charge is  £8 which
includes raffle tickets.   Book early to ensure a seat with friends, old and new.    
Please ring Pat on 01825 769644 / 07788994266 or email
plangridge69@gmail.com to book your place. 

                     Nutley Coffee Pop In rota

Oct 7th        Susan Edwarde and Pauline Simpson

Oct 14th     Helen and Jock Compson

Oct 21st      Sonja Booy and Jenny Holmes

Oct 28th      Barbara Newson and Maddie Bladon

Nov 3rd        Carole and Bruce Morley

Nov 10th      Sally and John Button
8
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Church contacts   
Vicar 
Ben Sear 
07480 601664
Vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com

Reader
William King
01825 713 798
w@wlking.com

Churchwardens  (Maresfield)
Susan Butcher
01825 733394
warrenandsusan@yahoo.co.uk

Simon Aldis 
01825 732993
aldischaos@talk21.com

Churchwardens (Nutley)
Liz Kosh
07889 502542

Ray Kennedy
kennedyshome@icloud.com or 01825 712050

Family Worker
Claudia Sear 
claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail

Maresfield Treasurer
Zoltan Deman
treasurer@maresfieldchurch.onmicrosoft.com 

Nutley Treasurer
Susan Edwarde
01825 713015

Maresfield Safeguarding Officer
Jo Binstead
safeguarding.maresfield@outlook.com

Nutley Safeguarding Officer
Pam Marsh
01825 712035

Parish Administrator and Magazine Editor 
Angie Welton 
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
07745479407

Church services and regular events
                        2 October                         2pm TLC in Nutley Church Hall                          
                        4 October                         8am BCP and 10.30am  HARVEST (Nutley) and  11.15am HARVEST  (Maresfield)
                        11 October                     9.15am Morning Prayer (Nutley) and  11.15am Holy Communion (Maresfield)
                        18 October                     9.15am  Sung Holy Communion (Nutley) and 11.15am Morning Prayer (Maresfield)
                        22 October                       Thursday 10am BCP in Maresfield
                        25 October                      9.15am Cafe Church (Nutley) and  11.15am Morning Worship (Maresfield

                              
Prayer Session—Mondays at 9am in  Maresfield Church

Prayer Session - Thursdays at 9am in Nutley Church
Toddler Praise—Tuesdays at 9—10.15am (term time only) Maresfield Church

Informal Worship and Prayer—Tuesdays Fortnightly at 2pm Maresfield Church
Coffee Pop - Wednesdays at 10 - 11am in Nutley Church Hall

St.Barts Community Café—Wednesdays at 9am—12 noon Maresfield Church
Sunrise Cafe - Fridays at 9 - 10am in Nutley Church Hall

Flower Group—10am on third Thursday of the month in Maresfield Church

Churches open Monday—Saturday from 9am—5pm and for services on Sundays
                                                                    (the church may be closed at sunset in winter months)                                                                    
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Maresfield Conservation Group
I am looking forward to attending the Maresfield
Conservation Group evening on Tuesday 22nd
September, 7.30pm - 9pm, in Maresfield Village
Hall. I intend to talk about Project Ripple Effect,
the Citizen Science river testing initiative that
monitors the health of local streams
(https://project-ripple-effect.co.uk/). I co-founded
the project in partnership with Friends of the River
Medway and the University of Sussex. Project
Ripple is growing in size and influence. As well as
collecting vital evidence, enabling us to hold water
companies to account, we also have a strong
lobbying voice. New local groups are setting up
similar initiatives or “rippling” out into other river
catchments such as the River Ouse. 

As ever, if you have any other questions, problems,
or concerns, please do reach out to me, and I will
do my best to help.

Cllr. Christina Coleman 

cllr.christina.coleman@wealden.gov.uk 

cllr.christina.coleman@eastsussex.gov.uk

07718 208340
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EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
UPDATE

Highways 
After receiving many email requests, I am thrilled to let
you know that finally works to improve the A22
carriageway between Crowborough Road, Nutley and
Hindleap Lane, Wych Cross are finally underway and due
to complete on 19th September.
 
As an update to last month’s edition, I am pleased to
report that following the meeting with several Nutley
residents, the East Sussex Highways Safety Officer and
myself, we have received assurances that the requested
road markings will be reinstated. 
 
The Coach and Horses, Danehill 
You may know that the county division of Maresfield and
Buxted includes Danehill, where there is an exciting
initiative underway regarding the local pub. The Coach
and Horses has been the heart and soul of Danehill and
the wider community for nearly 200 years. There is
significant concern that without a community-led bid,
this cherished establishment could be sold to a national
chain, a brewery, or even a developer looking to change
its use entirely. This would mean losing the pub as we
know it.
 
To gauge interest in the community purchase, an online
survey was conducted and a couple of meetings were held
in Danehill and Chelwood Gate. The response has been
overwhelmingly positive, with packed village halls,
reflecting strong community support. This enthusiasm
extends beyond just Danehill, attracting residents from
Nutley, Maresfield, Horsted Keynes, Forest Row and
beyond. 
 
In light of this support, a Community Benefit Society has
been formed. This allows local residents to invest in the
pub by purchasing shares, with a minimum value of
£250. Each shareholder will have a vote to ensure that
the pub is meeting the needs of local residents. Every
pound of profit that the pub makes goes back to benefit
the pub and the wider community. If you are interested in
supporting this venture or finding out more, you can
email info@keepcandhlocal.org or go to
https://keepcandhlocal.org/

mailto:cllr.christina.coleman@wealden.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.christina.coleman@eastsussex.gov.uk


13



JOE COWEN
 

HOME MAINTENANCE AND
REPAIRS SERVICE 

 
Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry,

painting,   plastering, tiling and
 general building requirements 

 
0785 993 4008 • 01825 768420
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Wealden District Council Report
The Local Plan and the Government’s new Planning Policies
The Government published its latest National Planning Policy Framework (‘NPPF’) on 17  August. Because it’s a
statement of policy, it came into effect immediately - there is no mechanism for policy statements to be debated in
parliament first. The Government continues to pursue the will-o’-the-wisp of 300,000 housing units being completed
every year without end. That figure was last reached in the late 1960s, and fortunately won’t be in the foreseeable
future – the extra carbon emissions would sabotage the planned reduction of emissions to a safer level.

th

Nonetheless, the new NPPF is even more focused on producing more housing than the previous ones. It is the policy
straitjacket within which we have to work, if we are to persuade a planning inspector whose job is to implement
government policy to approve the Local Plan. It’s been suggested that not having a new Plan will make it easier to oppose
development because there won’t be approved sites. That is plain wrong. Numerous appeals against refusal of planning
permission have succeeded in the 6 or so years since the last draft Plan failed precisely because there has been no up to
date plan. Not having an up to date plan means that every application is measured against the government’s maximum
housing target for Wealden, whereas a Plan with an approved lower figure removes that problem (and our figure is about
65% of the current maximum). Secondly, not having a Plan means that everything that’s approved will continue to be built
to a low standard, that the excess of so-called executive homes will continue, that precious water will continue to be
wasted and that we won’t have stronger powers to refuse or delay development if the water companies won’t be able to
cope with it. The draft Plan deals with all those things, and more.

By the time you read this, the Council will have voted on whether to have the final consultation on the draft Plan that
the law requires. If the vote is ‘yes’, the consultation will be underway and will end on Monday, 2  November.
Details will be on the Council’s website. This consultation is about whether the Plan is legal, not about preferences or
objections to particular proposals or sites (unless the objection is a legal one). Responses will need to be made in
writing – we won’t be holding public meetings or exhibiting this time round as they don’t really lend themselves to
issues of legality.

nd

Crowborough Camp
Last week the Home Office announced that it is applying to the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local
Government for planning permission to continue to use the Camp to house asylum seekers, using something called
the Urgent Crown Development procedure. As the application is to the Ministry, all decisions will be made by the
Minister, and not by the Council. The first question for the Minister is whether the legal test for urgency is met. The
Council says it isn’t, basically because any urgency has been created by the Home Office’s own unexplained delay, not
by external factors. The Council’s case on urgency is set out in a letter that was sent to the Ministry the day after the
announcement, and which you can read here: https://www.wealden.gov.uk/UploadedFiles/CB-Ltr-to-MHCLG-
293B-030926-REDACTED.pdf .
Free Health Checks
NHS health checks are being offered to residents aged between 40 and 74 who haven’t had one in the past 5 years.
Additionally, you won’t be eligible if you are taking medication for high blood pressure or cholesterol levels, or if you
have Diabetes or a heart, circulatory or kidney condition.
The closest venues will be Crowborough (Croft Road car park, 6  October) and Uckfield (Luxford Field, 7  October).
You can apply for an appointment by ringing 01323 404600 or emailing nhshealthcheck@oneyoueastsussex.org.uk .

th th

The Climate Crisis
A very interesting, if worrying, film about different aspects of the climate crisis will be
 shown at Nutley Memorial Hall at 7pm on Friday 9  October, with a discussion afterwards.th

 This has been organised by my wife and me; all are welcome and I look forward to 
meeting you there.

Ian Tysh
cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk    01825 714639

15
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MARESFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

As I write this Newsletter each month I think it tends
to be repetitive – repeating that we still need some
parishioners to step forward to serve on the Parish
Council; repeating that dog waste remains a real
problem in the Parish (especially on Maresfield
Recreation Ground and our other public open spaces
– please pick it up and put in the bin or take it home);
repeating that property owners bordering a foot path
must keep their hedges etc trimmed back; and
repeating that we carry out successful Speedwatch
activity but still need more volunteers. I make no
apologies for this repetition!

Your Parish Council
Our Parish encompasses the three quite distinct
villages of Fairwarp, Maresfield and Nutley. We are
entitled to have fourteen Parish Councillors but
currently our complement is twelve and so we would
welcome volunteers for co-option. The Council meets
ten times a year with committee meetings mostly
quarterly except for the planning committee which
meets every three weeks. Should you be interested the
Parish Clerk and I would welcome an initial
discussion. 

Your Council Tax
The Parish Council sets a budget each year and this
expenditure becomes the Parish Precept part of your
annual Council Tax Bill. The budget setting process
for next year starts at the October 6th meeting of the
Finance and Administration Committee in the Parish
Office at 7.30pm

The meeting will start with an allocated time for
members of the public to raise issues and ask
questions. It would help if you would let the
Parish Clerk (714555) know if you are
attending. 

The Uckfield Leisure Centre
The Leisure Centre is an essential community
resource much valued by many of our
parishioners. However it is often over crowded
and is in need of significant refurbishment and
expansion. Currently three bodies have
responsibility – East Sussex County Council as
freeholder, Wealden District Council as
Leaseholder and Free-dom Leisure as the
operator. Presumably the new Unitary
Authority, when formed, will inherit the freehold
with the lease cancelled on the demise of
Wealden District Council. Only then is any
meaningful investment likely to be considered. A
compelling briefing document has been
assembled to support a new campaign to make
improvements and this can be viewed on the
Parish Council’s website.

To keep up to date about local matters the
internet and social media are invaluable
resources. Useful links are:
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/http://www.maresfi
eldparishcouncil.gov.uk/    
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/      
https://www.ashdownforest.org/    
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/

And you can also follow us on Facebook.
 
Martin Craddock – 
Chairman Maresfield Parish Council
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What Where When

Monday,
 5  Octoberth Planning Committee

Fairwarp Village
Hall

7.30pm

Tuesday, 
6  Octoberth

Finance &
Adminisration

Committee

Maresfield Parish
Office

7:30pm

Tuesday,

20  Octoberth Full Council
Maresfield Village

Hall
7:30pm

Monday,

26  Octoberth
 Planning Committee

Fairwarp Village
Hall

7.30pm

Maresfield Conservation Group
Dear fellow parishioners,
Now that the long, hot summer is a distant memory and autumn is upon us, the MCG footpaths team will be busy
helping to keep the village centre free of leaves. The group meets every Wednesday morning, weather and creaking
joints permitting. We are always on the lookout for new members, so please feel welcome to join us. Just look out
for the Hi-Viz tabards.
For those, like me, who were not familiar with the Maresfield Woodlands Trust, the group looks after ten acres of
woodlands and ponds off Queens Drive. This beautiful little oasis running alongside the A22, north of the Batts
Bridge roundabout has become overgrown but members of the trust along with our own footpaths gang have started
to clear some of the unwanted growth to once again make this a tranquil and accessible spot for a walk, a picnic or
to just sit and enjoy nature.
The autumn litter-picking day is coming around again on the 24th October. The details are available on our website.
This is a fun and fruitful activity for old and young alike. We have all the necessary equipment, so just bring
yourselves along to the village hall car park and have fun while performing a valuable service to the village.
In September, a group of members enjoyed an illuminating and amusing evening at The Chequers, listening to the
inaugural talk in our series of such events. If you missed this jolly jaunt around the pubs of Sussex, then you can see
what else we have in store on our website. Talks will take place on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
meeting room at The Chequers. There is no charge for members to attend. In answer to that all-important question,
yes, you are more than welcome to bring a drink in from the bar!
MCG has arranged for the Buxted Symphony Orchestra to perform a Winter Concert in St Bartholomew's Church,
Maresfield at 3pm on Saturday, 28th November. Visit the Shop page on our website for more details and to buy
tickets. A discount applies to MCG members.  (See page 37 in this issue for more details)
For event tickets, membership, and merchandise, our website can be found at
https://www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org. We also have a Facebook page with stories and pictures of our
activities in and around Maresfield.
Maresfield Conservation Group committee.

Maresfield Parish Council Meetings
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NB.  Please note that meeting dates and times are subject to change so please check on the Parish website or call the office
beforehand if you are interested in attending.
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Passkeys: a double edge saviour

The end of passwords is in sight as passkeys become available. What are passkeys, and are
they the solution to online security? Read on…

Passkeys are intended to replace passwords. How they work is really simple: your device
creates a pair of secret numbers for each of your accounts. The account provider stores one,
while the other remains a secret on your device. When you sign in, your device proves that it

possesses that secret key through some complex mathematics but without revealing the
key. Secure account access with nothing to remember!

At a stroke, this defeats most phishing attacks. There is no password for the attacker to steal, and the passkey
is tied to the genuine website and cannot be misused by a convincing fake website. Other, more hidden threats

are also reduced, such as attackers re-using old authentication data. As more websites adopt passkeys, there
are fewer passwords to be stolen. 

The transition to passkeys will be filled with fraudulent emails inviting you to create a
passkey for your account … Watch out! Fraudulent emails will attempt to give the fraudster

their own passkey access into your account. To avoid this, go directly to the account
website, not through a link in any email.

Passkeys put considerable reliance on the security of your device, whether phone or
computer. If someone gains access to your device, they may be able to act as you even if

they cannot extract the passkey itself. 
Synchronising passkeys between your devices is a good idea, if only as insurance in case one

device stops working. Whether Apple, Google or some other account, the synchronising
account is really important and deserves robust account recovery information to protect

you well.
A basic checklist to help you protect your new herd of passkeys: use a strong device PIN or

password; keep operating systems updated; secure your email accounts and review
recovery options to ensure they are up to date; and remove lost or obsolete device access

promptly. 
Enjoy the fading memory of all those wonderful passwords…
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SCHOOLS

Bonners   

                                  “Be the best you can be, so that you can live life to the full.” 
In June 2026, Bonners Primary School began an exciting new journey with OPAL – Outside Play and Learning.
Through this programme, we are committed to creating better play opportunities for all children, supporting their
physical development, social skills, cooperation, coordination, resilience, creativity and imagination, while most
importantly, making play fun and enjoyable.
OPAL recognises that children learn not only through classroom teaching, but also through play. With children
spending around 20% of their school day at play, we want to make this valuable time as rich, rewarding and
purposeful as possible. In a world where children often have fewer opportunities for independent and imaginative
play than previous generations, OPAL aims to give children the freedom, space and resources to explore, create,
take positive risks and simply enjoy being children.
We finished the summer term with our children enjoying a wonderful variety of outdoor play experiences. These
included dressing up, tyre play, a quiet reading shed, drawing and creative areas, water and bubble play, small-
world activities, Duplo and Lego, as well as music and outdoor instruments, including piano, drums and
percussion. It has been wonderful to see the children using these spaces in their own imaginative ways, developing
friendships, trying new things and learning to work together.
And this is just the beginning! Our plans for the coming year include creating a mud garden, den-building areas, a
stage for performing arts, a wellie-boot storage area for each class, extending our spiritual garden space and
developing a huge sandpit, alongside many other exciting ideas. We hope that these developments will continue to
transform our outdoor spaces into places where children can be curious, creative and adventurous, with
opportunities for every child to find something they enjoy.
We are delighted to see the enthusiasm and creativity of our children as our OPAL journey develops. We look
forward to creating an outdoor environment where every child has the opportunity to play, explore, imagine, create,
make friends and learn.
We are also very grateful for the support of our families and wider community as we continue to develop our OPAL
provision. There are lots of exciting opportunities ahead, and we hope that our outdoor spaces will become a real
source of pride for the whole Bonners community.

If you would like further information about our wonderful school, 
please call 01825 762381 or visit https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/.

Alternatively, come along to one of our Open Mornings in November and see our school in action. We would love to
welcome you and show you what makes Bonners such a special place to learn and grow. Please look out for the date!
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Nutley CE Primary School

 

Achievement for All, Learning Together,
Learning for Life

The Pioneer Federation comprises 8 primary schools

organised into 3 collaborative localised clusters. From

June 2026, we are delighted to also welcome Danehill

Church of England Primary School as a partnership

school. While preserving each school’s unique

character, we work closely together to elevate

provision and wellbeing across our entire community.

East Hoathly  +  Chiddingly  +  St.Marys  +
Park Mead  +  Nutley  +  Groombridge  +  

Stonegate  +  Framfield  +  Danehill

Little Deers 
Our Mission - Our goal is to present learning opportunities in

a stimulating, diverse and fun way. Your children will be

given every opportunity to safely explore the world around

them, and will be nurtured in a stimulating environment that

is supportive, sensitive and most importantly… FUN!

We aim to prepare all children socially and academically for

Reception Class. Inclusive for all levels of learning abilities..

We get to know each child as an individual. We meet and

exceed all safeguarding and Ofsted requirements.

We support the Forest School Learning Initiative. We take

full advantage of the extensive and secure forest

surrounding Nutley, going on nature walks tocollect conkers,

walks to investigate pond life and feed the sheep and

horses. We’ve even explored the woodland for dinosaurs!

https://www.nutleypreschool.org.uk/

Location

Little Deers Nutley Preschool

Nutley War Memorial Hall

High Street Nutley

Uckfield East Sussex TN22 3NE

Tel: 07535 655013

24

Head of School: Helen Denton
office@nutleyce.e-sussex.sch.uk

01825 712575

https://pioneerfederation.co.uk/

https://www.fsli.co.uk/
mailto:office@nutleyce.e-sussex.sch.uk
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CHEQUERS
I just want to start this message with a Thank you to
everyone who stops to read our little write up about the
Chequers and what we have going on. Its been a little over
a year since I started at The Chequers and the support we
have had from you is just wonderful and greatly
appreciated. 
New menu month is upon us and this is so exciting, we
have been working towards this new menu for months now
and can finally say as of the 6th October we have our brand
new menu. Book a table with us to try it out, we are super
excited and I hope you all are too!
What is happening in October you ask? We have another
full month of plans! First thing to mention is Sip and Paint.
On the 10th October we have the lovely Tina joining us
from the paint club to host a sip and paint night. This is
£30 per person for a space which incudes everything you
need for creating your masterpiece. Call us on 01825
749970 to book your space, there is limited spaces though
so get in early to not miss out. 
We also have our Halloween party, well 2 Halloween
parties! In the day we have our kids party between 3pm
and 6pm. There will be party games, music and their
dinner is provided too. For £5 per child you have 3 hours
of them being completely entertained with dinner and of
course the bar is open for adult entertainment. Call to book
with us or just pop in. 
Then we move onto the adults party in the evening, with
dinner being served until 9pm and live music from the
great band Danger Line. Music starting at 9pm through
until midnight. We will have Halloween themed drinks and
a competition for best dressed. We look forward to seeing
you for a night of spooky entertainment. 
Moving on from Halloween and I’m going to scare
everyone talking about Christmas, but we have our
Christmas menus in the building and they look so great I
want to shout about them! 
We also have loads of exciting events planned but the only
one I will mention today is the Wreath making we are
hosting on the 26th November. I am so excited about this
as we have a great company coming in to help everyone
make their wreaths and it really will be so much fun. 
Christmas day is also something to start thinking about, it
is such a great day to be here and all the staff just love
working Christmas day. The menu looks great and you
receive a voucher if you book a table before November. We
do have tables booked already so get organised and don’t
miss out on spending the day with us.

Any questions we are always here to help, Look
forward to hopefully seeing you all soon. 

Kellie and The Chequers Team.

Uckfield Art Group

Autumn Exhibition on Saturday 14th November,
10am–4pm, at the Luxford Centre, Uckfield.

Artists are busy preparing their pictures, with several
volunteering to be “Artists in Action” during the day.
The Theme Section will be Trees and Woodland, also
inspiring the children’s Have A Go Table. Adults can

try Sharon’s mysterious “My Left Foot” activity –
come along to discover what it involves!

Enjoy a wide selection of artwork in different subjects,
styles and media, plus Bargain Boxes of older pictures,

craft tables and unique greeting cards. Visitors can
vote for their favourite picture, with the winning artist

receiving a trophy to keep until the Summer
Exhibition 2027.

Home-made refreshments will be available to enjoy or
take home. Entry is free, with donations welcome. The

venue is wheelchair accessible, with free parking
nearby.

Luxford Centre, Library Way, Uckfield, East Sussex,
TN22 1AR.



From the archives of Nutley Historical
Society 

 This year has proved extremely difficult in maintaining
village greens and, in particular, cricket pitches in good
condition, and Ford’s Green has been no exception.

The Historical Society has been delighted to acquire
some cricketing information to add to our archives and
the following photo taken in July 1962 shows Jim Hoad
driving the Fordson Standard Model N which was the
only tractor made in the UK during WW2; over
137,000 were built between September 1939 and July
1945.  In 1940 they changed the colour to green from
their original orange to make them less conspicuous
when seen from the air.  Doug Hoad batted and bowled
and,  later, also umpired. He was Chair of the Fords
Green Management Committee in the 80s. 

In the 1970/1980’s Jim Walters mowed the Green on a
Ferguson tractor and that tractor was succeeded by the
Ford 10 tractor in the 1990s which was sold last year to
help fund the purchase of a newer tractor. 

The first photo has been colourised using AI and the
grass shows as a verdant green. The next photo was
taken at one of the Teas on the Green and shows
everything completely brown in the summer drought. . I
wonder what AI will make of this in years to come.

My thanks to Sara Rennison, Bert Keeys, Charlie
Stevenson and Mick Scott.Jill Rolfe - Nutley Historical
Society. Nutley Historical Society

Jill Rolfe -(Secretary of the Nutley Historical Society.)

Nutley Horticultural Society 
It has been yet another busy year for Nutley Horticultural
Society— 3 successful shows, 3 talks, our May bring and
buy and our July outing to a fabulous local garden.
The Committee take a breather but behind the scenes new
schedules and programs must be revised and invented so
there is a combination of old and new to offer our members
next year. Meanwhile our gardens continue to need our
care with the onset of cooler and wetter weather. We all
need to sort out our bulbs for next year’s spring show. And
attend to those jobs avoided during the summer heatwaves.
Autumn colours are beautiful so it’s a great time to visit our
local feature gardens for enjoyment and inspiration.
Website: nutleyhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 27

Nutley Historical Society
We are pleased to welcome Anthony Smith who is the
Custodian of the Priest House, West Hoathly - a
position he has held for over 35 years.

In June 2025 representatives from the Sussex National
gardens Scheme presented Antony with an award for
opening the Museum garden for the NGS for 35 years
with monies raised going to good causes.

The Nutley Historical Society has had a private visit to
the Priest House, although it’s some years ago now.

Anthony is going to talk to us about the golden age of
smuggling, mostly in Kent and Sussex and Sussex had
its fair share of naughty goings-on. 

The talk which is entitled           “The Custom of the
Country”  is on  Thursday 22nd October and starts at
7.30pm in the Church Hall.

Free to Members, Visitors very welcome £4.
Refreshments provided. 
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 Nutley Village Fete Annual General Meeting
   Will be held on the 4th November at  8pm

      At the Nutley Club starting at 8pm.  All are welcome.     



Chailey Repair Cafe
Thanks to everyone who came to make our 8th birthday such a success. We
tackled an incredible range of items, including sewing machines, handbags,
clothing repairs, a radio-controlled helicopter, three laptops and some
Christmas decorations – never too early!
Amazingly, in eight years we have repaired more than 7,000 items. We now
have 40 volunteers, including talented repairers, our brilliant reception
team and legendary refreshments team. Come and try our cakes – we really
are a café!
We have received many kind congratulations on our achievement. We were
one of the first Repair Cafés in this part of the country and only the 66th in
the UK. There are now more than 60 throughout the South East and over
800 across the UK – we are certainly in a growth industry!
We’ll be delighted to see you and your broken stuff, but please bring
connecting leads and, where necessary, speakers. Check batteries aren’t
flat! Lost the instructions? Don’t worry – we can find them online.
Chailey Repair Café is part of a worldwide movement where volunteer
experts repair things free of charge, although donations towards running
costs are invited. Bring along broken household items or clothing, enjoy a
cuppa and cake, and watch your repair being done.
We meet at St Peter’s Church, Chailey, on the A275 at Chailey Green,
normally on the second Saturday of each month, between 10am and 1pm.
Upcoming dates are 10 Oct , 14 Nov and 12 Dec.
We can get very busy, so be prepared to wait and enjoy refreshments.
Please bring only one item at a time.
Not sure if we can fix it? Contact chaileyrc@gmail.com.

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? COME CAROLLING WITH US
On Saturday, 5 December, at 5pm, Maresfield Church and the Conservation Group will stage
the annual Tree Lighting Ceremony, a much-loved village tradition. As part of the event, a
group of singers will lead everyone in well-known Christmas carols, accompanied on the piano.
There will be just one rehearsal, at 4pm on Saturday, 5 December, in church. We will run
through the programme and carols before the village Christmas tree lights are switched on at
5pm.   The rehearsal will finish in plenty of time to enjoy the spectacle.
No previous singing or musical experience is needed – everyone is welcome, and all music and
words will be provided. 

If you would like another opportunity to sing carols, our annual Carol Service will be held on
Sunday, 20 December, at 4pm, the Sunday before Christmas.
As in previous years, a scratch choir will be formed, with everyone welcome to join. There will
be three rehearsals on Mondays, 30 Nov, 7 and 14 Dec  at 7.30pm, lasting about an hour,
followed by a final rehearsal on the day at 2.30pm.
The choir will sing popular carols, plus three solos.    Music and words will be provided.
Simply turn up on 30 Nov. No previous singing, music-reading or choral experience is
necessary.    
For further information contact Angie on admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com 33
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Nutley Bowling Club

First please allow me to remind you of our annual general knowledge quiz which will take place on
Saturday 3 October at 7.30pm in the Nutley memorial Hall. Teams of up to 6 persons, £7 per person,
bring your own drink and glasses, sandwiches provided, and a raffle. If you wish to enter a team at this
late stage please contact me on the number shown below.
The bowling season is now over but what a season with such a long period of extreme heat. All
very nice but like the football world cup, we had hydration breaks but with temperatures of 30 or
more we cancelled a couple of games. 
As normal we reserved the August bank holiday weekend to play our internal competition finals
but what happened. It rained, so various games were arranged or rearranged around the rain
periods.
The first completed game was for the two wood yardstick cup. This was won by Mike Evans. Next
there was the novices competition won by Mike Bale. That was followed by the ladies singles
competition won by Ann Bale. Finally, one day later Keith Wilson won the men’s singles
competition.
Overall it was a very successful season, enjoyed by everyone. We now look forward to our
presentation lunch on 21 October at the Pig & Butcher and then our AGM on 11 November at the
Nutley Memorial Hall.
                                                                                                                            Mike Evans        01825 713691



Maresfield Local Information

St.Bartholomew’s Church 
Batts Bridge Road, Maresfield, TN22
2EJ
Opening times: 
9am – 5pm Monday – Saturday and
for services on Sundays
(closes at dusk during the winter
months)

Maresfield Village Store
1 Central Parade, Maresfield, TN22
2EN.
01825 762081
Opening times: 
6am—6.30pm Monday—Saturday
7am—1pm Sundays
 

The Forest Vet
Millers Yard, Straight Half Mile,
Maresfield, TN22 3AY.  
01825 766006
Opening times: 
8.30am—6pm Monday—Friday
24 hour emergency service
(ring 01825 766006) 

Five Ash Down Post Office
Uckfield, TN22 3AH
Tel:  01825 732278
Opening times:  
Monday – Friday 8am – 5.30pm 
Saturday and Sunday 9am –
12.30pm

Maresfield Household Recycling
Batts Bridge Road,  TN22 2HN 
Opening times: 
8am-4pm Monday to Sunday (Oct to
March inc.). 8am-5pm Monday to
Sunday (April to Sept inc.)
Remember to book your slot on
0345 6080 194 or
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/rubb
ish-recycling/household-waste-
recycling-sites/escc-maresfieldhwrs
Open Bank Holidays at usual times.
Closed Christmas Day & Boxing Day. 
Closed from 1pm on Christmas Eve
and New Year’s Eve.  

STS Tyre Pros
Straight Half Miles, Maresfield, TN22
2HH.
Tel: 01825 764904
Opening times: 8am – 6pm Monday –
Friday. 8am – 5pm Saturdays

Maresfield Village Hall
For Bookings call Tel: 07876718955
or email    
maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

Compass Travel 
General Enquiries 01903 690025.
Coach Hire  01903 264077
Email us:  office@compass-travel.co.uk
Website for bus timetables:
https://compass-travel.co.uk/bus-
timetables/ 

New 24/7  “500” Metrobus
 Gatwick - Eastbourne
01293 449191
https://www.metrobus.co.uk/route500
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Nutley Directory

Ashdown Forest Tourism Association - 713862
Church Hall Bookings - 712349
Compass Travel—Bus times.. 01903 690025 
 https://compass-travel.co.uk/bus-timetables/                  
New “500” Bus Gatwick - Eastbourne https://www.metrobus.co.uk/route500 
Conservators of Ashdown Forest - 01342 823583
Ford's Green Management Committee - 712209
Maresfield Parish Office - 714555
Memorial Hall and Bookings - Rachel on 07356 301322
Nutley Church of England Primary School - 712575
Nutley Hall Residential Community for Adults with Learning Disabilities - 712696
Nutley Pre-School Playgroup - 07535 655013
Wealdlink Community Bus [ Door to Door Shopping service ] - 01892 771332 
Sporting and Social
Ashdown Evergreens - 714609
Ashdown Forest Fine Arts Society - 01342822435
Bowls Club - 713588/713691
Cricket Club - 763925
Extended Exercise Class 371653
Football Club - chair@nutleyfc.co.uk 
Historical Society - 712336 
Horticultural Society - 712316
Ladies Friendship Circle - 712056
Nutley Windmill 01435 873367. 
RNLI Forest Row - Jill Sharp 01342 826848 or jjsharp611@gmail.com
Royal British Legion Nutley Women's Branch - 712239
Social Club - 712220
Stoolball Club - 764824
Table Tennis Club - 371653
Tennis and Squash Club -07788 713707 
Zumba Fitness Club-714633 
Restaurant and Tea Rooms
La Casa Ristorante Pizzaria - 713566 
Hathi - 713287
Premier Village Stores - 712501
Wych Cross Nurseries - 01342 822705 
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Village and Voice
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	Maresfield Conservation Group
	Dear fellow parishioners,
	Now that the long, hot summer is a distant memory and autumn is upon us, the MCG footpaths team will be busy helping to keep the village centre free of leaves. The group meets every Wednesday morning, weather and creaking joints permitting. We are always on the lookout for new members, so please feel welcome to join us. Just look out for the Hi-Viz tabards.
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	In September, a group of members enjoyed an illuminating and amusing evening at The Chequers, listening to the inaugural talk in our series of such events. If you missed this jolly jaunt around the pubs of Sussex, then you can see what else we have in store on our website. Talks will take place on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the meeting room at The Chequers. There is no charge for members to attend. In answer to that all-important question, yes, you are more than welcome to bring a drink in from the bar!
	MCG has arranged for the Buxted Symphony Orchestra to perform a Winter Concert in St Bartholomew's Church, Maresfield at 3pm on Saturday, 28th November. Visit the Shop page on our website for more details and to buy tickets. A discount applies to MCG members.  (See page 37 in this issue for more details)
	For event tickets, membership, and merchandise, our website can be found at https://www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org. We also have a Facebook page with stories and pictures of our activities in and around Maresfield.
	Maresfield Conservation Group committee.
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