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ESTATE AGENTS  •   87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ

We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.

This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts 

are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled 
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.

Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible 
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.

We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559      www.vincetaylortofts.com

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be 
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services 
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions before entering 

into any contract.
NB: Not all services may be available under Covid-19 restrictions - please check 

with individual advertisers.
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The Assistant Rector writes
2021 began with the good news of the roll out of a 
vaccine to protect against Covid and a Brexit deal, so 
perhaps there is light at the end of the tunnel, yet as I write it seems that 
things may get worse before they get better.
It is hard when we have no control over events and we wonder how to cope. 
But when circumstances are difficult and cannot be changed, there is always 
one thing we can control - and that is how we respond. Here are some ideas 
that have been proven to help.
We can choose to look out for positive things each day and keep a gratitude 
diary, listing small but good things in life that we enjoy - the sun will always 
rise in the morning; the birds will sing, a chat with a friend. Trying to dwell on 
these positive things rather than the negative will help us to feel better.
We can also find small things to look forward to; for instance, on February 
14th, we could celebrate Valentine’s day with a card or message to a friend. 
February is Shrove Tuesday and we could make pancakes. 
Keeping in touch with other people is also found to be very beneficial, helping 
us feel connected and less isolated.
It may interest you to know that these helpful strategies have much in common 
with Christian teaching. Christians believe they can count their blessings and 
always thank God for his good gifts. God loves us and even though bad and 
difficult things still might happen, ultimately some good will come. So, we 
remember to thank God and he wants us to look after ourselves in these 
difficult times - we should still try to eat well and exercise when possible. 
Jesus teaches us to love God and love our neighbour as ourselves. We can 
love our neighbour by keeping in touch and looking out for those that might 
need help or encouragement.
Earlier I mentioned Shrove Tuesday and pancakes; these were traditionally 
eaten to use up all the yummy things in the larder in preparation for Ash 
Wednesday the next day. Ash Wednesday is named for the sackcloth and 
ashes worn as a sign of repentance and determination to live a better life; it 
heralds the beginning of Lent, traditionally a time of fasting. People fasted to 
help them reflect on the teachings of Jesus; it is thought that to forgo for a 
while things we enjoy makes us appreciate them more. I am sure we all find 
this to be true as we have had to forgo meeting family and friends for so 
long now; we really have had time to appreciate what they mean to us, the 
difference they make in our lives and how much we miss them.

Continued on page 7

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica 

and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.
Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768  www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446
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Hendall is a beautiful and individual 
private venue, ideal for bespoke family 
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and

receptions, corporate events, exhibitions, 
classical concerts and charity fund raising 

events. The historic buildings include 
holiday accommodation in a generous 

medieval barn conversion.

info@hendall.co.uk  01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk

Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU 

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,

Fletching TN22 3TQ

At Christmas we celebrated Jesus’ birthday. God sent his son to live among 
us, to rescue us and to be our friend. We need never feel alone with Jesus, his 
presence brings peace and hope. Jesus is the light of the world that shines in 
the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it. “What a friend we have 
in Jesus”, the old hymn tells us “is there trouble anywhere? We should never 
be discouraged: take it to the Lord in prayer! Can we find a friend so faithful, 
who will all our sorrows share?” 
We all need a friend and we all need a little light in dark times. Perhaps you 
will let Jesus be your friend and your light; and perhaps you too can be the 
light and encourage someone you know who is feeling low?

Rev. Pauline Ingram

Continued from page 13 

DON’T FORGET...
You can join us at online church services (and view recent services) at 

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/live-stream.html
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dmc partnership
Chartered Accountants
•	 Full	accounts	services	for	
companies,	sole	traders	

•	 and	partnerships
•	 Completion	of	Tax	Returns
•	 Capital	gains	and	retirement	
tax	planning

•	 Sage	set-up	and	payroll	
services
Why	not	call	to	arrange	an	

appointment	with	no	obligation	
at	our	offices?

Contact	Estelle	Sherlock
Office:	Forest	Row	—	01342	824181
Email:	estelle@dmcpartnership.com

KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

•	 Airport and cruise transfers
•	 Executive travel
•	 Theatres and concerts

07768 320084

•	 Special occasions
•	 Eurostar
•	 Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk info@kbexec.co.uk

Cumnor House School
THOUGHT A PRIVATE SCHOOL 

EDUCATION WAS OUT OF REACH?
Have you ever thought of educating your child at a private school, but 
discounted the idea because of the cost?  At Cumnor House Sussex, an 
independent school based in Danehill, two free places are available to children 
currently in Year 3 at a Sussex Primary School.  
The opportunity covers the entire cost of a child’s education at private school 
for ten years, from the age of 8 to 18, and includes activities such as sport, 
music, art and DT, as well as school uniform and school trips.  
To be eligible to apply, your child should be performing near the top of their 
class, and the places will be offered to children from families who could never 
afford to pay for an independent school education.  
Successful applicants join 
Cumnor House Sussex at the 
age of 8 (in Year 4) through 
to the age of 13 (Year 8) 
after which they will move 
on to one of Cumnor’s 16 
independent senior school 
partners, subject to meeting 
the school’s entry criteria, 
where they remain until the 
age of 18.  
“We have seven Foundation Scholars already thriving within our school 
community,” comments Fergus Llewellyn, Cumnor’s Headmaster.  “Our first 
Foundation Scholar will be joining Hurstpierpoint College in September 2021 
– a very exciting moment for us all.”
Applications are now open until Friday 16th April 2021.  Please contact 
Cecilia, our Registrar on: 01825 792006 or registrar@cumnor.co.uk.  
Find out more at: www.cumnor.co.uk

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling 

and general building requirements
0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com

http://www.cumnor.co.uk
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Rick Blackman Gardening
Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens

Mowing • Strimming •  Hedge-cutting •  Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding

Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken
07810 453122

Fully insured work to BS3998

rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01825 769681  Mob. 07869 270353

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Felling
Pruning
Planting

Stump Removal

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties, 

Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.

For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

Thursday 11 February at 2pm - The Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao 
and the Architecture of Frank Gehry
Lecturer: Sian Walters
The Guggenheim, designed by the Canadian architect Frank Gehry and 
opened to the public in 1997, is one of the most exciting buildings of the 20th 
Century. 
The lecture begins with an introduction to the Guggenheim Foundation 
and how it came about, and then moves on to describe the very particular 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
that led to the 
commission in 
Bilbao. It examines 
the architecture of 
Frank Gehry using 
illustrations from 
his work in Europe 
and America, and 
describes, with 

some beautifully detailed slides, how the vast asymmetrical, apparently 
chaotic and fragmented structure was created. It also discusses the use of 
titanium – the unusual and eye-catching material which is used to clad a large 
surface area of the building. 
The lecture ends with an introduction to the collection of paintings, sculptures 
and installations contained within the museum, covering the permanent 
collection as well as providing up-to-date information on current and future 
exhibitions. Projects for a new Guggenheim are also discussed.
The lecturer, Sian Walters, studied at Cambridge University. She is a lecturer 
at the National Gallery and The Wallace Collection and taught at Surrey 
University, specialising in 15th and 16th century Italian painting, Spanish 
art and architecture, and the relationship between dance and art. Sian also 
teaches private courses, and organises lectures, study days 
and art holidays abroad. She has lived in France and Italy, 
where she worked at the Peggy Guggenheim Museum in 
Venice.
Lectures are available to Members only at this time, but 
you are welcome to join us by contacting our Membership 
Secretary Donald Speedie in advance of the lecture on 
01892 663388 or email ADFASnews@gmail.com.

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
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  Local Government News
COVID-19 Vaccinations
From my recent contacts with local GP Practices, they are still awaiting details 
of vaccine supplies. However the local NHS has today confirmed that seven 
practices will soon start vaccinating over 80s and I know some have already 
had their jab. 
The Meads Medical Centre in Uckfield will be one of these seven.
It is expected that a further service will begin at the Saxonbury House Practice 
in Crowborough.
It is important that, when called for a vaccination, you attend. Some are not in 
favour of vaccination so please let the NHS know if you will not be taking up 
your invitation so someone else can take up the appointment.
Please do not ring for an appointment; the system should ensure you are 
called.

COVID-19 Cases
As of 8th January, cases are spiralling. Please STAY AT HOME except for: 
• Food shopping
• Going to work if you can’t work at home.
• Exercise once a day locally
• Medical assistance
• Education or childcare for those eligible
The Wealden Community Hub continues to help if people have problems with 
obtaining necessary supplies.

Council Tax
Debates are ongoing about the level of Council Tax for 2021/22.
The Conservative Group will be recommending that Wealden District Council 
do not to increase Council Tax at all because so many of our local businesses 
are struggling and many people face economic difficulties with unemployment 
or part-time working.
We will not be able to offer a pay increase except for £250 for those earning 
£24,000 or less in line with the government pay freeze policy for the public 
sector. There will be no increase in Councillors’ allowances. 
Decisions have yet to be made by the County Council, Fire Authority and the 
Police and Crime Commissioner.

Continued on page 15
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Stitchability … by … Rachel
Classic style for the discerning lady
 Individual commissions, bespoke 

design service
Weddings •  christenings • daywear 

• alterations • vintage treasures 
transformed to wear today

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk

Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

Local Plan
Consultation on the ‘Direction of Travel” documents closes on January 
18th 2021. The documents are available on the WDC website https://
www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/
wealden-local-plan-direction-of-travel-consultation 
The next consultation will be a draft Local Plan in Spring 2022.

Gillian Bullock
It is with great pleasure that I learnt that Dr Gillian Bullock, a resident of 
Maresfield well known to many people has receive a BEM in the New Year’s 
Honours list for her work in founding and running the charity CHADIK – Child 
Health and Development in Kenya. She has worked tirelessly for disadvantaged 
children in Kenya aiming to improve their life chances through education and 
health.  This honour is well deserved. 

Roy Galley 
Your Local Councillors are:-
Roy Galley  cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
           cllr.roy.galley@wealden.gov.uk 01825 713018
Peter Roundell cllr.peter.roundell@wealden.gov.uk 01825 722030
Toby Illingworth  cllr.toby.illingworth@wealden.gov.uk 01825 732115

Continued from page 13 

All meetings commence 7.30 pm and will be held remotely via Zoom.

Monday 9 February Environment Committee
Monday 15 February Planning Committee
Tuesday 23 February Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee
Thursday 25 February NDP Steering Group

Parish Council Meetings: February 2021

Prayerwaves
Available from Maresfield and Nutley Churches: Prayerwaves
A daily email with Scripture readings, prayers and prayer requests for 

those in our villages or known to us personally who are in need. 
If you would like to receive this email, please contact Ben at  

vicar.maresfieldandnutley.protonmail.com

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/wealden-local-plan-direction-of-travel-consultation%20
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/wealden-local-plan-direction-of-travel-consultation%20
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/wealden-local-plan-direction-of-travel-consultation%20
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Covid-19 Pandemic
Various restrictions are still in force, so if you are quarantining, self-isolating 
or otherwise vulnerable do remember that for assistance of a non-medical 
nature you can phone the Parish Office on 714555 or contact the Wealden 
District Council Community Hub on 01342 443322. . 

Finance and the Parish Precept
The Parish Council, at its December 15th meeting, set the Parish Precept for 
2021/22 and it is equivalent to an increase of £4.52 pa to a Council Tax Band 
D property compared with the current year. The level of Parish Precept for a 
Band D property for 2013/14 was £49.44; for 2021/22 it will be £51.40. The 
Parish Council set a budget for next year of £100,010 compared to this year’s 
£100,979 but the Parish Precept will amount to the lesser sum of £93,688 
with the difference being funded from reserves.

Parish Office currently closed
The Parish Office is currently closed due to the Covid situation, but both the 
Clerk and her Assistant are working from home; due in part to the investment 
in IT we made last year, we have been able to maintain our normal high level 
of service. Do contact the team, Claire our Clerk and her Assistant Nancy, to 
see if there is anything we can do for you (714555). We hope that you will also 
tell us ways you think the Council might better serve the community. 

Local Bus Services
For a small village, Maresfield is quite well served by local bus services, Nutley 
significantly less so and Fairwarp not at all. Our community bus company, 
Wealdlink, is supported by the Parish Council for the provision of the 262 
on Saturdays but also the shopping services to local centres. The shopping 
services are for anyone who has difficulty accessing normal bus services 
and are door-to-door. For further information, contact the Parish Office or 
see online at  https://www.4weald.co.uk/door-to-door.html for current 
information.
The Compass service 261 operates between East Grinstead and Uckfield 
via Nutley and Maresfield, whilst Maresfield is also served by the Compass 
services 31, 121 and 246.

Continued on page 19

Parish Council News

https://www.4weald.co.uk/door-to-door.html
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Based in Maresfield working in Sussex 
and Kent

Please contact me for any building  
or decorating projects

You will receive a service second to none

Rob Taylor
07425 773171 / 01825 371333

rob.cbds@gmail.com 

For further information, see https://bustimes.org/localities/maresfield
It is important that we use our bus services – otherwise we will lose them.

Useful links are:
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/ http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/ https://www.ashdownforest.org/ 
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock 
Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

Continued from page 17 

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com

01825 740385 / 07738 627246

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.

We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains, 
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing  

wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.  

We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.
For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 

on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

Dave Walker
For more of Dave’s lockdown cartoons, and others, 

see www.cartoonchurch.com

https://bustimes.org/localities/maresfield
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
http://www.cartoonchurch.com
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Two rival British yews are advertised as the oldest living thing in Europe, at 
an alleged 5000 years old. Not many yews in Sussex can rival these great 
evergreen granddaddies. Most of our whippersnappers are probably just a 
couple of hundred years old. The problem is it’s hard to accurately age a yew. 
As they get older, their blood red heart-wood rots, leaving them hollow inside 
and without traditional growth rings. Its heart may no longer be in it but that 
won’t stop the yew from growing. 
One of the oldest yews in Sussex can be found in Stedham churchyard near 
Midhurst. It’s estimated to be a mind-boggling 2,500 years old. Over in 
Wilmington, at the foot of the Long Man, a monstrous yew dominates the 
churchyard. At a reputed age of 1,600 the tree is 600 years older than the 
church. Supported by wooden props and straining against rusting chains, it’s 
as if a travelling circus is exhibiting an aging dinosaur. It’s worth a visit to both 
these old timers. For me, standing in the shadow of a plant that is 40 times 
older than you is humbling and a reminder that, for us mere humans, life is 
brief.  

Michael Blencowe
Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats 
throughout Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over 
half a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.  
Please consider supporting our work.  As a member you will be invited to join 
Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, 
discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, 
Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

Yew
Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ famed donkey ride into Jerusalem. 
Recreating that palm-branch-strewn journey in Britain has been botanically 
challenging, since palm trees don’t grow in our climate. Instead, churches 
gathered sprigs of native yew to provide the ceremonial décor and in some 
areas, the Sunday before Easter became known as Yew Sunday. And that’s 
why every churchyard has a yew.  

Well, actually the yew’s 
churchyard connection 
is because yews are 
evergreen and can 
miraculously regrow 
from a dead stump. The 
trees were planted as 
a symbol of everlasting 
life and a reminder of 
the Easter resurrection. 
But hold up – how come 
over 500 churchyard 
yews in England and 
Wales are older than 
their churches? It must 

mean that the yews themselves were pagan places of worship and the 
churches were built around them. Or they were planted on the graves of 
plague victims to purify the dead. Or it could be something to do with long 
bows. Or keeping the waiting congregation sheltered and dry each Sunday.   
No-one seems sure where this association started but, whatever the reason, 
yews look right at home in churchyards. Dark, dense and unmoving they 
solemnly preside over the sad ceremonies held underneath their boughs and 
have seen generations come 
and go (but mostly go). Yews 
themselves deliver death and 
every part of them is highly 
poisonous; their leaves, their 
bark, their seeds. Only the 
fleshy red arils around the 
toxic seeds are harmless, 
encouraging birds to feed 
on them and disperse the 
poisonous cargo within. Yet 
death itself does not seem to 
inconvenience the yew.  

http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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View the live stream at:
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/

live-stream.html  
or see the link top right on our website

CHURCH SERVICES 
at St Bartholomew’s

Stay up to date via  
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

www.facebook.com/maresfieldchurch

Please join us for
Sunday morning services 

online at 10.30am


