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Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts
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knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.
Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible
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into any contract.
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The Associate Vicar writes
We have been living through some difficult times
lately. Pandemic and lockdown, Covid has brought
worrying times of isolation and restriction.
What is it that keeps us going when times are tough? Well, it is hope – the
hope that things will get better. But it is not good to have false hope; this only
brings disappointment.
I wonder what you hope for.
To really hope for something, we need to be sure it could happen.
Christian hope is hope in God in Jesus Christ. The confident assurance that
God is faithful, that he will complete what he has begun. It is the confident
expectation which waits patiently for God to fulfil his purposes and to keep
his promises.
God created the world and all that is in it. God wants us to know him; he sent
his Son to tell us about himself and gave us the Bible full of stories to show us
how he is at work in his world.
In Romans 15:4 we read: “For whatever was written in former days was
written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement
of the scriptures we might have hope.”
Jesus promises hope and help for living today – his unconditional love, his
peace and his presence. Romans 5:5: “hope does not disappoint us, because
the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”
And Jesus offers hope for the time when life is done, he promises a home
with God in heaven for ever. John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.”
Knowing Jesus helps me to make sense of the world I live in every day and he
gives me hope for the future.
Jesus is closer than you think, he is waiting to hear from you.
In times of fear and despair he offers love and hope. I hope you will talk to
him today.
20 million adults in the UK pray. 13 million pray at least once a month and
9 million pray every day. One in three people believes God will answer their
prayer, I know he will.

Reverend Pauline Ingram
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Dear friend of St Bartholomew’s Church....
We are launching an appeal for funding.
St Bartholomew’s has been standing in Maresfield in excess of
1,000 years.
Throughout that time, it has been subject to numerous
extensions and additions in order to enable it to survive.
We are now in that position again. We badly need to install a
kitchen and toilets (including disabled facilities). This will enable
us to reach the wider community thereby taking full advantage
of all of our facilities.
We appreciate you may not be Church users, but would you
consider helping us with this worthwhile community project?
Are you able to help us preserve our heritage by sponsoring a
brick (or maybe more than one) for £10 – or £5 for half a brick?
if so, our bank details are below.
Thank you so much for reading this article.

With best wishes from the team at St Bartholomews.
Lloyds Bank, Lewes
A/C Name: Maresfield PCC (Association of Friends)
Sort code: 30-95-01
A/C Number: 03329819
Should we raise more than we need, funds will be used both for this
and for general Church and community projects.
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CHURCH SERVICES
at St Bartholomew’s
Please join us at services in St Bartholomew’s
Maresfield at 11.15am every Sunday.
You can also still join us online at 10.30am
– view the live stream at
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
/live-stream.html
Stay up to date via
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
www.facebook.com/maresfieldchurch

Help us celebrate the Re-launch
of the
“VILLAGE LUNCH CLUB”
Just pop in, share refreshments and have a
“Good Old Chat!”
Thursday 1st July 2021, 11am to 2pm
Maresfield Village Hall
If you have an hour or two to spare and could help out,
please ring Pat on 07788 994266. We’d love to hear
from you. Any help would be much appreciated!
6
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Maresfield Lawn Bowls Club

Hendall is a beautiful and individual
private venue, ideal for bespoke family
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and
receptions, corporate events, exhibitions,
classical concerts and charity fund raising
events. The historic buildings include
holiday accommodation in a generous
medieval barn conversion.

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,
Fletching TN22 3TQ

info@hendall.co.uk 01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk
Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU

It’s not too late to try lawn bowls this summer on real
grass. You can be sure of a warm welcome at your village’s
own small friendly club located at the back of Maresfield
Recreation Ground.
Come along to one of our practice evenings on any Tuesday at 5.00pm and
have a free try-out. Bowls and tuition will be provided – all you need are
some flat-soled shoes. Practice sessions run till about 7.00pm.
You can have up to three taster sessions before you decide whether or not
to join us. As we are well into the season, we will waive the membership
fee (usually £83 for the whole year) for the rest of 2021.
The green is available for members to play at other times as well as
scheduled practices. We have some parking directly behind the clubhouse
and also park on the field.
The clubhouse is currently in use, adhering of course to Covid guidelines.
The facilities include a kitchen, changing room and toilets, including for
those with disabilities, plus the main room for hosting visitors.
If you cannot make a Tuesday but would love to have a try, do contact us
(see below) to arrange an alternative time.
We usually hold a few social events during the year – we hope very much
to be able to reschedule these soon!
Find out more about us at:
www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/maresfield-lawn-bowls-club
For further details contact Greg Roberts on 01825 761035
or email: gregory-roberts@supanet.com

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
Garden Open for Charity

Saturday 17 July
11am - 4pm

Alpines, High Street, Maresfield TN22 2EG
Adults £5 • Children free • Light refreshments • Teas
Dogs welcome • Plants for sale • Wheelchair access
More information at ngs.org.uk				
8
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Registered charity No 1112664

Maresfield Conservation Group
At our recent Executive Committee Meeting we made a decision to go ahead
and book a date for an Annual General Meeting this July.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: THURSDAY 29th JULY 2021
Maresfield Village Hall – 7.30pm for 8pm start
(OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS)
At this moment in time we are unsure as to how many will be able to meet
indoors at the end of July, but we are endeavouring to be positive. If the
restriction remains at a group of 30, then this would need to be on a firstcome-first-served basis. However, we would need at least 20 members at the
AGM in order to achieve a quorum.
The Executive Committee have drafted a new Constitution to bring the MCG
up to date and to respond to more modern working processes and availability
of resources. Otherwise it is mostly a new layout with a change of wording to
make the reading more user-friendly. These changes will need to be agreed by
a vote given in person at the AGM or by filling in a Proxy Voting Form.
A copy of the proposed Constitution, with changes highlighted, can be viewed
on our website: www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org
We desperately need new people to come forward as members of Maresfield
Conservation Group Executive Committee. I will be resigning as Chairman
and John Smith would like to hand over his position as Treasurer. Neither of us
are getting any younger, and it is always good to have folk with new and fresh
ideas to help pave the way into the future. Any MCG members willing to join
the Executive Committee will be made very welcome.
It will be a relatively short AGM but, after the meeting, wine and nibbles, or
tea and coffee if you prefer, will be served. Hopefully this will give us all a
chance to mingle and have a good old chat.
Within the first week of July, members will receive a hand-delivered AGM
Newsletter enclosing forms, namely: Proposed Change to our Constitution,
Executive Committee Nomination Form, Subscription Form for 2021/22,
Proxy Voting Form together with a stamped addressed envelope. For
non-members, all this will be available to view on our website from 1st July.

The Bullock family says...

Do come and enjoy a swim and BBQ!
in aid of CHADIK and St.Bartholomew’s.
(All food provided, but bring your own drinks)
It’s all at  

East Holme Farm, Maresfield TN22 3AY

18th July from 12.30 – 3pm
Adults £12 – Children under 12 free

GRAND RAFFLE
Get your tickets from Maresfield Post Office
or direct from grtbullock@hotmail.co.uk

Keep safe and well.
Kind regards,

Pat Palmer - Chairman, MCG

Registered Charity No: 1104136

Tel: 01825 764804 or 07770 745519
Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org
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KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

07768 320084

• Airport and cruise transfers
• Executive travel
• Theatres and concerts

• Special occasions
• Eurostar
• Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk

info@kbexec.co.uk

dmc partnership

Maresfield Woodlands Trust
(Previously named Maresfield Village Meadows Trust)
As you can see from our title, we have changed our name! This was suggested
and voted by membership to better reflect our purpose and remit. Work is in
process adjusting relevant paperwork and website names.
We have remained open throughout the past year and the area remains a
peaceful, beautiful place to walk and spend time. Please do make use of it for
a gentle stroll or picnic.
We have also been fortunate in securing two financial grants; one from
Maresfield Parish Council for £270 for a new signpost to encourage
membership, and £1,000 from Uckfield Town council for repair of fences.
Work will be implemented on these very soon.
During April we regrettably experienced some vandalism on the site. Benches
and noticeboards were thrown into the pond and barriers were broken. We
are keeping a close eye on the area and request any suspicious activity noted
be reported to the police.
We are still looking to expand our membership and volunteer base. If anyone
would like to join, please do contact us on the details below.
We were hoping to be able to hold our AGM on Friday 9th July in person, but
due to ongoing restrictions we will need to hold this by post/email as last year.

Janice Somner/ KayWainwright Co-Chairs

Chartered Accountants

07796 515117 / 07800 603398
maresfieldvillagemeadowstrust@gmail.com
mvmt.org.uk

• Full accounts services for
companies, sole traders
• and partnerships
• Completion of Tax Returns
• Capital gains and retirement
tax planning
• Sage set-up and payroll
services

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Why not call to arrange an
appointment with no obligation
at our offices?
Contact Estelle Sherlock

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica
and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.

Day and evening appointments.

Office: Forest Row — 01342 824181
Email: estelle@dmcpartnership.com

01825 761768 www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446
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Rick Blackman Gardening

Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens
Mowing • Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding
Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken

07810 453122

Felling
Pruning
Planting
Stump Removal

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Fully insured work to BS3998
rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01825 769681 Mob. 07869 270353

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties,
Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.
For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
Thursday 8 July at 2pm - A Private Palace of Art: Frederic
Leighton’s Studio-House
Lecturer: Daniel Robbins
Frederic
Leighton’s
studio-house
(now Leighton House Museum) is
one of the most remarkable buildings
of the 19th Century. First built in the
1860s, Leighton continued to extend
and embellish his home over the next
thirty years, transforming what had
been a relatively modest house into
a palace of art filled with fascinating
collections of fine and decorative art.
The construction of the exotic Arab
Hall, lined with Islamic tiles collected as
Leighton travelled through the Middle
East brought new fame to the house
Illustration: Flickr
as Leighton’s reputation continued to
grow. This lecture explores Leighton’s motivations in lavishing such attention
on the construction of his home and how it came to embody the idea of how
a Great Artist should live.
Daniel Robbins is Senior Curator, Museums with the Royal Borough of
Kensington and Chelsea and is responsible for two of London’s most significant
house museums: Leighton House Museum and 18 Stafford Terrace. Formerly
with Glasgow Museums, he has organised many exhibitions and contributed
to numerous catalogues and publications around nineteenth-century art,
architecture and design, including the authorship of the companion guide
to Leighton House Museum published in 2011. He was responsible for
leading the award-winning project to restore the historic interiors of the
house completed between 2008 and 2010 and is now leading an £7 million
refurbishment project addressing the additions made to the building in the
twentieth century.
Our lectures are currently available to members via Zoom. If
you would like to join please contact our Membership Secretary
on 01892 663388 or email ADFASnews@gmail.com.
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Climate Change Interest Group
Sponsored by Maresfield Parish Council

Saving Water in the Garden
In our March issue we talked about saving water in the home. This month, we
would like to take this further by giving you ideas about how you can save
water in the garden.
Even though water does not appear to be in short supply in our parish this
year, using less water actually means you are:
• Reducing energy use. Cleaning wastewater (or ‘grey water’, as it’s called) is
an energy-intensive process. At peak demand up to 70% of our water supply
can be used in gardens, which forces suppliers to use groundwater and take
it from streams, causing environmental damage and increased water prices.
• Saving money. If you’re on a water meter, these tips could save you a bob
or two.

Tip 1: Install a water butt to your drainpipe and use it to water your plants,
clean your car and wash your windows. A water butt can collect around 5,000
litres a year. Rainwater contains nutrients that your plants will love. Collecting
water also means that you and your plants will be able to cope in case there
is a hosepipe ban.
Tip 2: Water your garden with a watering
can rather than a hosepipe. A hosepipe
can use as much as 1,000 litres of water an
hour. The use of a watering can could save
you £300 a year. If you do use a hose, fit
a trigger gun to save water and up to £210
a year on your bills. When watering your
plants aim directly at the roots rather than
scattering water on the leaves. Plants soak
up water from the soil, so water on the leaves will only evaporate and go
to waste. Encourage your plants to develop deep root systems by watering
them less frequently. A good soak once every 10 days is sufficient for most
plants although this wouldn’t be sufficient for some of your thirsty veg garden
plants. It is better to intensively water so that plants get a good soaking that
gets into the ground, rather than a little water every day that just evaporates.
Established trees, shrubs and lawns do not need watering.
Weeding also helps your plants to thrive, as weeds compete with other plants
for nutrients and water. Weeding regularly allows your plants to soak up more
goodness for themselves.
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Tip 3: Recycle water – you can use cooled bath, shower, or washing-up water
to water your plants. Just make sure it is not too greasy and don’t reuse
water that contains strong cleaning products such as bleach, disinfectant or
dishwasher salts which are harmful to plants.
Tip 4: Plant some drought tolerant plants
such as the Agave, Striped-stemmed Aloe,
Palms, Watsonias, Sea holly, Cape Daisy,
Lavender, Mimosa and Verbena, to name a
few. For more ideas, check out the Royal
Horticultural Society website www.rhs.
org.uk. These plants not only save water,
but also save you work.
Tip 5: Mulching your plants (with bark
chippings, heavy compost or straw) and watering in the early morning and late
afternoon will reduce evaporation and also save water. Mulching flowerbeds,
and around the base of shrubs and trees in spring, prevents moisture from
evaporating during dry spells. Mulching the surface of hanging baskets traps
moisture.
When making up hanging baskets and containers add water-retentive granules
or gel to compost, or use compost with them already mixed in.
Tip 6: In a heatwave, animals need water too. Instead of watering your lawn,
leave out a container such as a bowl or casserole dish so that birds can drink
and have a bath. Bees and other insects need a saucer with water and stones
in it.
And now sit back, enjoy the sunshine, watch your garden grow, listen to the
birds and take pleasure in your garden.
The Climate Change Interest Group is made up of local people and our aim
is to challenge Maresfield Parish residents to make changes in a variety of
areas for the good of the environment. We hope you feel inspired to join in
with some of our suggestions and would welcome your feedback.

Please contact Nancy for details or with any feedback or suggestions you
may have. Email: assistantclerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
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Fletching Concert
A very English organ

Peter Bassett

Fletching Church
Wednesday 28 July, 7.30pm
In the light of continuing restrictions,
we have again rescheduled this
concert to ensure we can all enjoy it
as intended!

When we go into a church we tend to
take it for granted there will be an organ, often in the chancel, close to the
choir stalls, or sometimes in a gallery on the west wall. This would not have
been the case in most churches just two hundred years ago. However, by
1900 most churches had an organ, probably with two manual keyboards of
equal length and a pedal board. What factors prompted this quite radical
change?
This concert programme has been designed to illustrate the various
influences, from home and abroad, that had such a major impact on English
organ design and English organ music during the 19th century. It includes
pieces by Wesley, Bach, Mendelssohn, Guilmant, Elgar and Smart.
The Fletching instrument, a gift of Lord Sheffield, was produced at the
peak of English organ building and boasts 17 stops and over 1000 pipes.
It has remained largely unchanged over the years; as a result, it gives a
very good representation of the original sound – not that of cathedrals or
the large continental organs, but the distinctive English sound heard in so
many parish churches.

The concert is free, with a retiring collection in aid of the diocesan
charity Family Support Work; there will be an interval with
refreshments available.
If you feel in need of prayer, do visit our website where you can make
prayer requests and let us know how you are. You are welcome to leave
your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html
18
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Local Government News
Our Local Environment

Stitchability … by … Rachel

www.pmfservices.co.uk

Classic style for the discerning lady
Individual commissions, bespoke
design service
Weddings • christenings • daywear
• alterations • vintage treasures
transformed to wear today

************
Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning
Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586
or email pm_french85@live.co.uk

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk
Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

Visit our website for more information
or find us on Facebook.

50 volunteer groups have participated in the Great British Spring Clean.
Between us last year we collected over 200 bags of rubbish. We are hoping
for more this year as we come to the end of our campaign but hopefully many
will continue their litter-picking throughout the year.
Biffa’s performance continues to be very good, with current missed bin figures
averaging 65 per week out of a total weekly collection of 87,500 bins.

Street Cleansing
• Meetings have been completed with Highways England and ESCC Highways
to improve coordination for street cleansing on rural and high speed roads.
• The A27 Polegate Bypass has been cleared and further work on the A22
near Hailsham is planned for June.
• Permits are in place for many locations with more in progress and the
position regarding rural roads is improving, with more litter being picked
each day.
• A roadside signage anti-litter campaign is imminent with posters on vehicles
and by the roadside encouraging people to ‘Do the Right Thing: Bin it or
take it home’.

Street Scene
• The incidence of fly tipping remained at a normal level with 50 in April and
45 in March.
• The Enforcement Team are currently investigating several recent fly tip
incidents involving asbestos. The source of the material for at least one of
these occurrences is under investigation with help from Trading Standards
and Traveller Liaison at ESCC.
• The company responsible for the paper spillage on the Uckfield bypass have
been identified and were cooperative with the investigation. It was agreed
to be an accidental spillage but they have been issued with a Fixed Penalty
Notice and also have made a voluntary donation to Brighter Uckfield litter
picking group which collected the paper for Biffa to remove for disposal.

Garden Waste Renewal Progress
•
•
•
•

The end of the 2020/21 garden waste service period is 31st July 2021.
The renewal process for 20201/22 went live 1st April 2021.
Charge for 2021/22 is £55.00 per bin (increased from £50.00).
12000 households have so far signed up. Currently 67% of customers are
renewing online. This is already high for such a process and is expected
to increase to 75% when we send direct reminder emails and publicise on
social media.

Roy Galley
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Tracking a new low
Deadlines make for excellent drama. Where Brexit has been a source of huge
quantities of column writing and soul-searching, Google’s decision finally to
block third party cookies in 2022 in their pre-eminent Chrome browser has set
the advertising world aflame. Watching you is one of
the more determined pastimes of many internet-based
companies. What you search for, which sites you visit
and what videos you watch are of unending interest.
In the exuberant enthusiasm to continue to know you
better, moral corners occasionally get cut, or at least
dented. The emerging “CNAME cloaking” approach is
one of these and runs like this…
Cookies are files set by websites on your computer and come in two main
varieties. One sort are useful files that websites use to record your preferred
website settings, remember your username and so forth. These are called 1st
party (utility) cookies. Many sites also dish out cookies from other companies
called 3rd party (tracking) cookies, metaphorically saying to you that ‘My
mate John thought you should have this’. These tracking cookies relate to a
separate company that would like to track your browsing habits.
Your web browser (the software you use to visit websites) is pretty alive to
the distinction among cookies. Utility and tracking cookies are separated to
protect your privacy and security. Beginning in 2017, Apple’s Safari browser
tightened the security hatches against trackers. Firefox began blocking
tracking cookies by default in 2019. Other browsers have followed suit with
additional security features of their own. Among the major browsers, Google’s
Chrome stands alone in making no serious effort to curb third-party tracking
in the last four years. Perhaps this is not surprising considering that much of
Google’s wealth lies in advertisements, which need oodles of tracking.
The increased security in your browser has upset the trackers’ toolkits.
Scrabbling for a solution for ineffective tracking cookies, some bright spark
came up with the idea that advertisers could pretend to be part of websites
you visit. They do this by using a subterfuge in the system for how browsers
find websites. Commonly called ‘CNAME cloaking’, the result is that the
tracking cookie now looks like it belongs to the site you visited. So when
you visit a website using this technology, it now presents you with a tracking
cookie but, rather than saying ‘My mate John…’, they are effectively saying
‘here’s another of OUR cookies’.
This has consequences. One website cannot simply read another website’s
cookies due to browser protection. However, now that advertisers are
seemingly part of the website you visit they can also inspect that website’s

utility cookies on your machine. These cookies may include details of your
address, name, date of birth, email address… That looks suspiciously like a
data breach under GDPR law.
This issue could be resolved by individual websites, but research has found
that is not: data is leaked to trackers on 95% of tested websites using this
technique. As this technique continues to spread rapidly, you may prefer a
browser that defends your interests. At the time of writing, Firefox will protect
you when combined with an add-in called uBlock Origin. Brave browser
and the latest versions of
Safari mitigate the effects. By
contrast, Chrome’s design is
difficult to fortify against this
attack and there seems to
be no imminent intention to
correct this.
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Roger Lyon

rlcomputersolutions.co.uk

Parish Council News
As I write this in mid-June the Government has postponed relaxing the
lockdown restrictions and whilst many businesses and amenities have
reopened and there is some semblance of normality I hope the news is better
when you read this. Meanwhile I do hope that all Maresfield parishioners are
safe and well. However, should you need assistance of a non-medical nature
please ring the Parish Office on 714555 or contact Wealden District Council
on 01342 443322 (Community Hub).

Thanks to our volunteers
On behalf of our whole community I again wish to thank those who have
organised our local emergency volunteer groups and to those of you who
have volunteered. Our local support networks, both formal and informal, have
worked well but as we emerge from this crisis it is still important that no one
is forgotten or neglected so we all must be aware that someone somewhere
might be being overlooked.

Annual Parish Report
The Report was sent to all households in the Parish at the end of May as
we have again been unable to hold the annual Parish Assembly. The Report,
which includes contributions from many of the clubs and organisations in the
Parish, is also available on the Council’s web site www.maresfieldparish.org.
uk. I do hope you find it interesting and we would appreciate any feedback.

Grants
Applications to the Parish Council for a grant should be made no later than
24th September and should be submitted to the Parish Office. A copy of the
Parish Council’s Grants Policy and the relevant application forms are available
from the Parish Office (714555) and on the website. For this current year the
Parish Council approved and is paying out 27 grants and donations totaling
some £15,000.

Pavements are for people!
Does your property adjoin a footpath or pavement? Hedgerow, bush and
shrub growth this spring has been prolific. Is there any overgrowth of trees or
bushes that may be restricting the safe passage of pedestrians, including those
pushing prams or riding on mobility scooters? If so, it is your responsibility
not to allow such overgrowth so please cut any offending trees, shrubs and
bushes back to your boundary. Thank you!
Continued on page 23
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Continued from page 21

Planning Matters
The Parish Council’s understanding of the present planning situation as it
affects our Parish was set out in the Annual Report and in the November
2020 Newsletter (both accessible on the Parish Website). Since they were
written an Outline Planning Application for up to 49 houses at Mill House
Farm, off School Lane, Maresfield has been submitted and was on the Agenda
to be discussed at the Parish Council’s 22nd June Council Meeting. There has
not been any discussion with the landowners and I am sure that there will
be local opposition to this Application particularly as it shows access on to
Maresfield’s School Hill. Letters of support or objection can be sent directly
to Wealden’s Planning Department under reference WD/2021/1068/MAO.

Useful links
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/		
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/ https://www.ashdownforest.org/
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock

Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

Trojan Fencing Ltd

Parish Council Meetings: July 2021

Fencing, Repairs & Replacements
All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting
Stump Grinding

All meetings commence 7.30 pm.
Tuesday 6 July
Tuesday 13 July

trojanfencing@gmail.com
01825 740385 / 07738 627246

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.
We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains,
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing
wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.
We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.

Monday 19 July
Tuesday 20 July
Thursday 29 July

Environment Committee
Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee
(MRG Pavilion)
Planning Committee
Full Council (Nutley War Memorial Hall)
NDP SG

Prayerwaves

Available from Maresfield and Nutley Churches: Prayerwaves

For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel
on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

A daily email with Scripture readings, prayers and prayer requests for
those in our villages or known to us personally who are in need.
If you would like to receive this email, please contact Ben at
vicar.maresfieldandnutley.protonmail.com
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Glow-worm
It’s not what you look like but
what’s inside that counts. The
Glow-worm knows this. First
off we need to get one thing
straight – she’s not a worm.
Glow-worms
are
beetles,
except she doesn’t look much
like a beetle – more like a
squashed woodlouse.
She may not look like much
but she knows that she has a
certain something that is more
alluring than all the brightly
coloured feathers, petals, fur
and scales that others use
in their desperate cries for
attention. When the colours of
the day start to fade she undertakes a dignified climb to the top of a blade of
grass. She positions herself carefully, turns on her love-light and shines.
When scientists explain this phenomenon they use words like ‘bioluminescence’
and discuss the ‘oxidation of luciferin’ – but these boffins and their fancy talk
ain’t fooling me. I know magic when I see it and to look upon glow-worms
shining on a warm summer’s evening
is just that – magical.
Of course the glow-worm is not
glowing for our benefit – there’s
a special someone she’s trying to
attract. I’ve been referring to the
Glow-worm as ‘she’ because the
female is the one who does the
glowing. The male looks like a
different species altogether and is
Glow-worm by association. Much
smaller and beetle-like in appearance,
he has bulging eyes which are
protected under a see-through rim
on his tough beetle-body – imagine
a tiny Marty Feldman in a suit of
armour and a sun visor and you’re
Image: Derek Middleton
not too far off.
Image: Derek Middleton

28

On warm evenings he flies over the grass looking down for a female’s glow.
When her signal registers on his radar
he dives, crashing to the ground near
her. He then looks up through his visor
to locate the female hanging over him,
before scuttling the short distance to his
new partner.
This amazing little animal has inspired
poets through the centuries. William
Blake’s glow-worm lit the path for the
‘Troubled wilderd and forlorn’ while in the
poem ‘Among All Lovely Things My Love
Had Been’ William Wordsworth woos his
sweetheart with a glow-worm. But surely
the most epic verse ever written about a
Glow-worm is this anonymous poem: “I
Image: Wikimedia Commons
wish I were a glow-worm, a glow-worm’s
never glum, ‘cos how can you be grumpy,
when the sun shines out your bum?”

Michael Blencowe

Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats
throughout Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half
a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.
We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.
Please consider supporting our work. As a member you will be invited to join Michael
Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife
courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, Discovering Wildlife. It’s easy
to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE
Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling
and general building requirements

0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com
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