MARESFIELD
IN BLOOM
Please join the St Bartholomew’s Church team
and make Maresfield ‘Blooming Marvellous’
this summer with a window box,
hanging baskets, pretty borders,
teddy bear picnic... the ideas are endless.
Please let Angie know if you have something special
to highlight on the village walks.
Sheets can be collected from The Chequers,
the Post Office and the village shop.

Join us for a Service of Thanksgiving
at 11.15am on Sunday 27 June
on the Maresfield Recreation Ground

followed by a picnic lunch with family quiz and tea and cakes.
Dignitaries including Lord Lieutenant St Peter Field,
Nus Ghani MP, local Councillors, the Artists Rifles and officers
from 5 (Maresfield) Squadron, 11 Signal Regiment
will be in attendance.

Parish Magazine
JUNE 2021

For more information or to join the team
please contact Angie on 07745 479409 or
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
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ESTATE AGENTS • 87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ
We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.
This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts
are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.
Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.
We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559

www.vincetaylortofts.com

01825 508352
vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com
01825 762343
richardnewman21@hotmail.com

Marian Filtness

01825 762077
marian.filtness@mypostoffice.co.uk

Secretary

Angie Welton

07745 479 407
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

Treasurer

Simon Ashdown

07580 238 365
treasurer.maresfield@hotmail.com

Associate Vicar Rev Pauline Ingram 07751 729 049
revpingram@gmail.com
Mag Editor

Candy O’Donovan

editor@maresfieldchurch.org

Mag Delivery

Jessica Stopp

07805 978618
jsstopp@yahoo.com

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC.
The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions before entering
into any contract.
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The Rector writes

CHURCH SERVICES
at St Bartholomew’s

How are you? How are you feeling about lockdown
restrictions coming to an end? I suspect we all feel
different about it. For some of us it will bring great
joy, for others of us it may bring nervousness, for others it may, perhaps for
the first time, bring a sense of realisation of what we have been through, even
fresh grief.
I admit that recently, as there has been talk of an end to the restrictions, I’ve
been feeling that sense of having been through something difficult. There
is the joy at the thought of things returning, but also that sense of fatigue. I
think feeling more than one emotion like that is perfectly natural.
As a church we want to mark the end of lockdown restrictions, first with a
sense of celebration. As you probably know, Maresfield in Bloom is taking
place on June 27th, which will include an outdoor service at 11:15 and an
opportunity to spend time with friends and family.
However, we also want to acknowledge the pain and struggle that the
pandemic has brought. Some of us may have lost much and we want to provide
an opportunity to acknowledge this. Later in the year we are planning to hold
a service of thanksgiving and remembrance, which will be an opportunity to
acknowledge what we have been through together and remember, grieve,
and give thanks for the lives of those we have may lost this past year or so.
More details on this will follow in due course.
In this world of difficulty, Christians live both in a state of hope and mourning.
There is always hope, but we are not immune to the pain of this broken world.
Jesus, God himself, demonstrated this combination of hope and grief. When
Jesus arrived at the tomb of his friend Lazarus, we find the shortest verse in
Bible, which tells us that “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). He knew that his friend
Lazarus was about to be raised to life, a vivid demonstration of Jesus’ authority
over life and death. Yet he cried, because feeling pain in the wake of suffering
and death is perfectly legitimate.
To follow Jesus is to follow a saviour who knows what it means to grieve and
a saviour we can talk to about our sufferings. But it also to know a saviour
who offers hope. At Lazarus’ tomb, Jesus also said “I am the resurrection and
the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die.” In his
own resurrection, Jesus would show us that this is not an empty promise, but
words that have been vindicated, words worthy of believing.
I hope to see you soon.
God bless, Ben

If you have an hour or two to spare and could help out,
please ring Pat on 07788 994266. We’d love to hear from
you. Any help would be much appreciated!
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We are delighted to be able to welcome you
to services in St Bartholomew’s Maresfield
at 11.15am every Sunday.
You can also still join us online at 10.30am
– view the live stream at
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
/live-stream.html
Stay up to date via
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
www.facebook.com/maresfieldchurch

Help us celebrate the Re-launch
of the
“VILLAGE LUNCH CLUB”
Just pop in, share refreshments and have a
“Good Old Chat!”
Thursday 1st July 2021, 11am to 2pm
Maresfield Village Hall

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica
and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.

Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768 www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

Maresfield Recreation Ground
Maresfield Parish Council is responsible for the Maresfield Recreation
Ground and Pavilion where, during the winter months, junior and senior
football is played. This is followed in the summer months by cricket and
stoolball. Just before lockdown in March 2020 a committee was appointed
to plan and take forward a major internal refurbishment of the Pavilion.
Work is nearing completion and it is anticipated that the Pavilion will be
ready for use when Covid-19 restrictions are lifted for meeting indoors.
Community Infrastructure Levy is funding this refurbishment for the
benefit of the sports clubs and the local community. It will be wonderful
to be able to see the improved facilities back in use once again.

Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee

St Bartholomew’s

CUP CAKE STALL

At the church lychgate 3-5pm

18th June • 23rd July

ALSO at the recreation ground

27th June

				 (for the thanksgiving
service and picnic)
Baked and sold by volunteers
7
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Hendall is a beautiful and individual
private venue, ideal for bespoke family
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and
receptions, corporate events, exhibitions,
classical concerts and charity fund raising
events. The historic buildings include
holiday accommodation in a generous
medieval barn conversion.

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,
Fletching TN22 3TQ

info@hendall.co.uk 01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk
Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU

Play Bowls after lockdown
AFTER LOCKDOWN – PLAY BOWLS
in a SAFE, SOCIAL and FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
The Isle of Thorns and District Bowls Club (RH17
7DE) is a very, very friendly bowls club on the A275 at
Chelwood Gate (in the Cat’s Protection grounds).
A warm welcome is extended to all who would like to play bowls in the
heart of the Ashdown Forest. It is great fun and players, with or without
previous experience, are very welcome. All you need are some flat-soled
shoes. We will provide all other equipment. Please call me to arrange
a time for you to come up to the Club and try bowls in a safe outdoor
environment.
Contact Barbara Bird for more information:
barbarabird20@gmail.com or 01342 323861 / 075130 47981
https://www.iotbowls.co.uk/
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Maresfield Conservation Group
Dear Friends,
By now I would normally be reeling off the various projects we had either
completed, or started, during the past twelve months. After all, we are a
group that doesn’t just talk about projects – we actually go ahead and get the
job done! It really has been a very frustrating time, but we now need to start
feeling positive and start planning again for the months ahead.
It is also so frustrating that we, the MCG, have been unable to hold Quiz
Nights, Summer Supper or Winter Supper nights or even a ‘normal’ AGM, for
that matter. Even our annual Collectors Evening had to be postponed last
year. However, we promise that as soon as further restrictions are lifted and
larger groups are able to mix indoors, then we will start all over again.
Quiz Nights and Supper Nights were really well attended and I’m sure that
many of you have really missed these events. I know I have! Apart from
helping to raise funds for our group this was also an opportunity for us to get
together and catch up with friends both old and new alike. Just to have the
opportunity to laugh, chatter and enjoy each other’s company…..we all need
that from time to time!
Our Executive Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday 19th May and,
amongst other things, we discussed the best way to involve all our members
regarding our forthcoming AGM. If we hold it indoors, and as things stand at
present, we would be restricted to a group of 30 people in total, so attendees
would need to be on a first come first served basis or ticket-only.

Last month we asked you to let us know if you have any planters or hanging
baskets you longer needed. Many thanks to those people who responded and
donated their unwanted baskets and troughs. We will do our best to make
them look beautiful and full of colourful displays once again!
There is something else you can do to help: these displays will need regular
watering in order to keep them alive and looking beautiful. If you live close
to the village shop, the Chequers or the bus shelter at Lampool Corner then
please do get in touch. No previous experience is necessary but you will need
to be a watering can owner!

FOOTPATHS
We are still restricted to ‘clearance only’ on footpaths work. However it
was good to see that the full-time footpaths people are still permitted to do
construction work and a new bridge has been installed on the outskirts of
Fairwarp at Browns Brook.
As volunteers we have been chopping up fallen trees and moving broken
branches from the paths. Some strimming has been undertaken and for two
Wednesday mornings the emphasis has been on tidying up School Path as
part of the Maresfield in Bloom activities.
A lot of planning has been taking place for Maresfield in Bloom and it will be
interesting to see the results of this initiative in the summer months.

Keep safe and well.
Kind regards,

WEBSITE & MEMBERSHIP
If you haven’t visited our website yet, then please consider taking a few
minutes to go and have a look - www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org
Here you will find lots of information about the MCG, what we are doing, the
Conservation Area, some historical information, links to other organisations
of interest and a lot more.

Two easy ways to join the MCG:
• Just go to the Membership page of the MCG website, print, complete and
return the application form; or
• Contact our Membership Secretary Stan Sadowski by phone 0787 614
3666 or by email maresfieldconservation@gmail.com

MARESFIELD IN BLOOM
This is due be held on Sunday 27th June. The MCG will be giving our support
by donating and organising floral displays in various locations in the village.
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Pat Palmer - Chairman, MCG

Registered Charity No: 1104136

Tel: 01825 764804 or 07770 745519
Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
Garden Open for Charity

Saturday 17 July
11am - 4pm

Alpines, High Street, Maresfield TN22 2EG
Adults £5 • Children free • Light refreshments • Teas
Dogs welcome • Plants for sale • Wheelchair access
More information at ngs.org.uk				
12

Registered charity No 1112664

KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

Uckfield Music Club
Return of live classical music!
Our Summer Concert Season continues...
On 17 June the Club will welcome one of Britain’s leading musicians: violinist
Madeleine Mitchell, a protege of Yehudi Menuhin. She will be accompanied by
the Club’s new president, Professor Martin Butler.

07768 320084

On 15 July we will welcome the acclaimed
Marmen String Quartet in a concert
including works by Mozart and Schubert.
• Airport and cruise transfers
• Executive travel
• Theatres and concerts

• Special occasions
• Eurostar
• Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk

info@kbexec.co.uk

Tickets for the June concert must be
booked in advance.

Full details of all concerts can be found on our website:

www.uckfieldmusicclub.uk

or phone the Club Secretary, Pat Week, on 01825 733254

Dave Walker

dmc partnership

Chartered Accountants

• Full accounts services for
companies, sole traders
• and partnerships
• Completion of Tax Returns
• Capital gains and retirement
tax planning
• Sage set-up and payroll
services

For more of Dave’s
cartoons, see www.
cartoonchurch.com

Why not call to arrange an
appointment with no obligation
at our offices?
Contact Estelle Sherlock
Office: Forest Row — 01342 824181
Email: estelle@dmcpartnership.com
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Rick Blackman Gardening

Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens
Mowing • Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding
Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken

07810 453122

Felling
Pruning
Planting
Stump Removal

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Fully insured work to BS3998
rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01825 769681 Mob. 07869 270353

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties,
Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.
For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
Thursday 10 June at 2pm - The Art of the Cartoonist
Lecturer: Harry Venning
In ‘The Art Of The Cartoonist’ Harry
Venning will be tracing the history of
his profession with examples from
early practitioners like Cruikshank and
Hogarth, to more contemporary artists
such as Giles and Schulz, bringing
events right up to date with cartoons
produced fresh on the page that day!
Harry Venning graduated from the
University of Wales, Aberystwyth
with a BA in history, formed a touring
theatre company bringing new plays to
audiences in rural Wales. He was then
employed for a year as an actor/writer
with the Channel Theatre Company
in Ramsgate, Kent, before giving up
acting and becoming a professional cartoonist instead.
Harry has had work published in the UK and abroad, including the strip ‘Clare
in the Community’ which has been a weekly feature in The Guardian since
1996. In 2016 he was awarded Strip Cartoonist of the Year by the UK Cartoon
Trust. He then adapted the Guardian strip into a Radio 4 sitcom.
He is also a Sony Award winning writer of radio comedy, including the shows
‘Coach Karen’s Half Time Team Talk and ‘Clare in the Community’ starring
Sally Phillips, currently recording its twelfth series.
For the last ten years Harry has been performing his cartoon workshop
‘Release Your Inner Cartoonist’ in its many different guises, to audiences as
diverse as schoolchildren, business executives and festival goers. However,
Harry can’t draw hands or horses!
Harry Venning has been a professional cartoonist for thirty years, during
which time he has provided cartoons for several high profile
UK publications (The Guardian, Radio Times) as well as for
countless more obscure titles (British Journal Of Wound Care).
Our lectures are currently available to members via Zoom. If
you would like to join please contact our Membership Secretary
on 01892 663388 or email ADFASnews@gmail.com.
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Climate Change Interest Group
Sponsored by Maresfield Parish Council

Reduce, Re-use, Recycle – Do we do enough?
Most of us try to recycle and reuse to reduce waste, but are there ways we
can improve how we do this and should we reconsider what we recycle?

Reduce Is favourite for the climate; from fashion to food, today’s easy come,

easy go, throw-away mentality is very harmful for the environment. Let’s all
take a minute to consider if we really need that next purchase and what will
we do with the item it’s replacing.

Reuse Could that item be repaired? there are local Repair Cafes that may
be able to help or could someone else make use of it, there are several
neighbourhood sites, such as freecycle, where you can advertise unwanted
items and nearly always it will be useful to someone and of course we have
many charity shops always in need of donations.

Recycle It takes 75% less energy to make a plastic bottle from recycled plastic,
compared with one using ‘virgin’ materials, and recycling just one plastic bottle
conserves enough energy to light a 60 watt light bulb for up to six hours.

Lets take a look at what we buy and how it is packaged. For instance if we
invest in re-usable mesh bags for our vegetables when we shop, not only are
we saving money, as loose produce is cheaper, but we are saving on all of the
unnecessary packaging.
By purchasing re-usable pot lids and wraps we can cut down on the use of
clingfilm.
Often items we don’t believe are recyclable can be if we look a little deeper.
Did you know that Green DIY in Uckfield recycle a range of items that your
kerbside bin won’t take – such as crisp packets and bread bags? It’s amazing
how many of these an average family can accumulate.
As well as our kerbside recycling bins we have a very comprehensive
household recycling facility in Maresfield; it’s well worth visiting their website
to familiarise yourself with all of the things they will recycle.
Next time we are about to put something in the general waste bin, let’s just
stop and take a minute to think if there is something else we can do with it
that would be better for the environment.
The Climate Change Interest Group is made up of local people and our aim
is to challenge Maresfield Parish residents to make changes in a variety of
areas for the good of the environment. We hope you feel inspired to join in
with some of our suggestions and would welcome your feedback.

Please contact Nancy for details or with any feedback or suggestions you
may have. Email: assistantclerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk

JOE COWEN

Harmful chemicals and greenhouse gases are released from the incineration
of landfill rubbish, so the more we can recycle the less rubbish has to be
incinerated.
Trees take C02 out of the atmosphere and replace it with oxygen. Recycling
just a three-foot stack of newspapers saves one tree.

CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE
Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
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Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling
and general building requirements

0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com

Fletching Concert

26th June 7.30pm

A very English organ

Peter Bassett

Fletching Church
Saturday 26 June, 7.30pm
Exploring major influences on the 19th
century English organ through the
music of composers most played in
recitals around the time of the Fletching
organ (Forster & Andrews 1880)
This concert was due to take place in April 2020 but was postponed due
to the lockdown.
When we go into a church we tend to take it for granted there will be
an organ, often in the chancel, close to the choir stalls, or sometimes in
a gallery on the west wall. This would not have been the case in most
churches just two hundred years ago. However, by 1900 most churches
had an organ, probably with two manual keyboards of equal length and a
pedal board. What factors prompted this quite radical change?
This concert programme has been designed to illustrate the various
influences, from home and abroad, that had such a major impact on English
organ design and English organ music during the 19th century. It includes
pieces by Wesley, Bach, Mendelssohn, Guilmant, Elgar and Smart.

The Fletching instrument, a gift of Lord Sheffield, was produced at the
peak of English organ building and boasts 17 stops and over 1000 pipes.
It has remained largely unchanged over the years; as a result, it gives a
very good representation of the original sound – not that of cathedrals or
the large continental organs, but the distinctive English sound heard in so
many parish churches.

The concert is free, with a retiring collection in aid of the diocesan
charity Family Support Work; there will be an interval with
refreshments available.
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Local Government News
Local Elections

Stitchability … by … Rachel

www.pmfservices.co.uk

Classic style for the discerning lady
Individual commissions, bespoke
design service
Weddings • christenings • daywear
• alterations • vintage treasures
transformed to wear today

************
Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning
Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586
or email pm_french85@live.co.uk

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk
Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

Visit our website for more information
or find us on Facebook.

I thought it would be useful to let you all know the full results from the County
Council elections, although many may already know.
County Council Election result for the Buxted and Maresfield Division is:
Nigel Doggett 	
Labour   		
314
Roy Galley    	
Conservative
2360
Elizabeth Riminton Lib Dem 		
438
Ian Tysh
Green  		
670
The Division, i.e. County electoral area, includes Buxted, Five Ash Down,
Maresfield, Fairwarp, High Hurstwood, Isfield, Piltdown, Fletching, Nutley,
Danehill, Chelwood Gate and parts of Forest Row.
The East Sussex Election result was (2017 results in brackets) :
Conservatives
27 (30)		
Green
4 (0)
Liberal Democrat
11(11)		
Independent
3 (5)
Labour
5 (4)
The main issues of concern raised by voters were the level of house building
in our area and the state of our roads. This has been well and truly noted by
me and other councillors of all persuasions. There is a lively debate and there
will be action.

Covid Recovery

County and District Councils are concentrating on the recovery of local
businesses and retail on the High Street. Government financial support is still
available and Wealden Council staff are helping firms to open safely.

Waste and litter

These are still high on the agenda and I hope recent improvements will be
sustained.
The Great British Spring Clean will take place at the end of May into June.
Wealden will provide litter picking equipment to volunteer teams.
We also have a record number of people opting into a garden waste collection.
There is still time to join the scheme.

Roy Galley

Your Local Councillors are:Roy Galley
Peter Roundell
Toby Illingworth

21

cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
cllr.roy.galley@wealden.gov.uk
cllr.peter.roundell@wealden.gov.uk
cllr.toby.illingworth@wealden.gov.uk
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01825 713018
01825 722030
01825 732115

Exploring your alternatives
Buying general-purpose software used to be like buying furniture: simply pay
for what you need in a single purchase. Today, many software makers are
encouraging, or even demanding, recurring subscription licenses rather than
single payment. Just as renting a house nowadays leaves you with nothing but
memories, subscription software’s expensive and ephemeral nature may not
suit all purchasers. Why is this happening and what are your options?
The ‘why’ is fairly easy. Writing complex software is expensive and requires
a lot of skilled people. Software needs to be maintained to fix errors, stay
abreast of changes to the software environment and meet new expectations.
Attempting to marry this ongoing development to a single-purchase model in
which users buy once every few years has killed many
wonderful companies. So perhaps even Microsoft can
be forgiven for their recent seemingly-mean decision to
increase the price of ‘perpetual’ Office software while
cutting its support lifespan from 10 years to a measly
5 years. Perhaps. This means that upcoming Microsoft
Office ‘perpetual’ software will have a 5 year lifespan
from the day it is published rather than when you buy
it. It is clear which way the Microsoft wind is blowing
and that wind is called ‘subscription sales’.
Microsoft’s Office subscription can be a pretty good deal if you run a small
business with several employees or you have a good sized family keen on
word processing and spreadsheets: at a pinch, a single license can supply a
number of machines. However, Microsoft Office is not the only suite in town
offering word processor, spreadsheet and presentation maker. WPS Office
has all this in its free version - which looks strikingly similar to Microsoft’s
software - and prides itself on working perfectly with Microsoft’s files. Among
its many benefits, the premium version enables one to do powerful and
usually expensive things such as edit PDF files which is surprisingly handy.
For the lovers of free software, LibreOffice and OpenOffice are alternatives
- or indeed Microsoft’s free-but-limited online versions of its Office software.
Closely allied to office software is desktop publishing. Adobe fairly dominates
this market with products licensed on monthly retainers
similar to filling up the car with fuel. If you choose not to
feed the Adobe behemoth, consider the cute, powerful
and freely-available Scribus produced by a bunch of
generous geeks or the modestly priced Affinity Publisher.
Affinity Publisher is part of a suite of programs for all
your design, photo editing and publishing requirements.

Powerful photo-editing is another Adobe-dominated
domain. Since Adobe have decided only to sell on
subscriptions, their Lightroom and Photoshop software
have become less appealing for many. Fortunately
there are other options. Among these, a couple stand
out from the crowd in the form of Luminar 4 and ON1
behind whose curious name lies a remarkably powerful
package. Do check out Luminar’s other software - they
have an AI-powered version which is fun and offers new capabilities.
Finally, for music production the news that the venerable Cakewalk is not
only alive but up-to-date and freely available is both creatively encouraging
and nostalgically heartening.
Your software purchase is an opportunity to encourage the smaller players to
offer some healthy variety.
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Roger Lyon
rlcomputersolutions.co.uk

Parish Council News
Parish Surveys
If you haven’t already done so, please complete the two Parish Surveys. Go to:
ww.maresfieldparish.org.uk/surveys. Paper copies are available on request
from the Parish Clerk for those not able to access the surveys online 01825
714555 (closing date extended to 6th June).

Annual Parish Assembly

This was again cancelled this year and as in 2020 all households have been
sent a copy of the Parish Annual Report

Maresfield Recreation Ground Pavilion

The refurbished pavilion is available for hire for meetings and appropriate
events. Please contact the Parish Clerk on 714555.

Junction of Nursery Lane with the A22 in Nutley

A Petition was raised and has been presented to the Leader of the County
Council to try and get some action to find a solution to this road safety hazard.

Maresfield in Bloom

A fun event for the whole Village is being arranged on the Recreation Ground
for Sunday 27th June. VIPs will be attending and some presentations will also
be made (including the Margory Pegg Awards). All parishioners welcome –
look out for further details.

Parking in our Villages

There are no public car parks in any of our three villages and the privacy of
the private car parks needs to be respected. And whilst there are no general
parking restrictions on our roads, parking should be safe, not obstructive and
respect residents accesses.

Dog Poo

This is still a problem in the Parish, especially on our recreation grounds and
public footpaths. We appeal to all dog owners to pick it up and take it home
or put it in the bins where provided.

Highways Issues

We are resuming our periodic meetings with East Sussex Highways in June.
Please let the Parish Clerk know of any particular road safety or other highways
issues we should raise.

Continued on page 23
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Continued from page 21

New Councillors
We recently welcomed newly co-opted members, Rob Hunter and John
Lewis, to the Parish Council but still have vacancies for three more councillors.
Please consider volunteering for this worthwhile community service. Contact
the Clerk for further information.

Parish Council Meetings

The legislation enabling us to hold formal Council and Committee meetings
remotely has expired and has not been renewed. We will therefore have to
resume in person meetings in June but will ensure that all necessary social
distancing and other measures are in place so that Councillors and members
of the public can attend in safety.

Useful links

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/		
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/ https://www.ashdownforest.org/
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock

Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements
All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting
Stump Grinding

Parish Council Meetings: May 2021
All meetings commence 7.30 pm
Tuesday 1 June

trojanfencing@gmail.com
01825 740385 / 07738 627246

Monday 7 June

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.
We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains,
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing
wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.
We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.

For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel
on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685
27

Thursday 22 June
Monday 28 June

Finance & Administration Committee
(informal meeting via Zoom)
Planning Committee
(informal meeting via Zoom)
Full Council (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)

If you feel in need of prayer, do visit our website where you can make
prayer requests and let us know how you are. You are welcome to leave
your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html
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Adonis blue
On Sussex Wildlife Trust’s
Malling Down nature reserve
just fifteen minutes’ walk from
the centre of Lewes, something
is stirring. Something rather
beautiful. Something rather…
blue.
The Adonis Blue must be in with
a good chance of being crowned
our most beautiful butterfly. The
male’s dazzling, electric blue
wings are an insult to all other
butterfly species who consider
Image: Alan Price
themselves blue. Believe me you haven’t experienced blue
until you’ve watched a male Adonis Blue fly past. And, like many other famous
Lewes residents, our Adonis Blues also have a colourful and somewhat odd
life history.
During the larval stage of its life cycle, the Adonis Blue caterpillar exudes a
sugary sweet secretion and, amazingly, sings an enticing siren’s song. This
drives local ants into a frenzy and they fall under its spell. With its sugar-drunk,
loved-up ant admirers in tow, the caterpillar cruises the Lewes Downs with
the ants protecting it against
parasites and predators. Each
evening, when the caterpillar
retreats to the soil, the ants
bury it – effectively tucking it in
for the night. It’s amazing what
devotion you can get around
these parts in return for a drink
and a song.
When it’s time for the
caterpillar to pupate, the ants
stand guard over the chrysalis
too in an underground chamber,
Image: Nigel Symington
and when the adult butterfly
emerges they escort it to the surface. Without so much as a thank you for
their loyalty, the butterfly unfurls its wings and deserts them for the skies
above – no doubt leaving the ants wondering how they’re going to explain
themselves to the queen when they get home.
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The existence of this
wonderful
butterfly
is only made possible
due to the Sussex
Wildlife Trust’s careful
management of Malling
Down. The Trust’s rare
breed sheep, which you
can see from Lewes
High
Street,
graze
the reserve to ensure
the correct habitat is
maintained for this rare species. An important factor in the Adonis Blue’s life
cycle is heat, and if the grass here gets too tall the temperature at ground
level drops. Without the grazing management, the fantastic downland habitat
would disappear, along with all the amazing species that depend on it.

Michael Blencowe

Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats
throughout Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over
half a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.
We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.
Please consider supporting our work. As a member you will be invited to join
Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free events,
discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book,
Discovering Wildlife. It’s easy to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

Prayerwaves
Available from Maresfield and Nutley Churches: Prayerwaves
A daily email with Scripture readings, prayers and prayer requests for
those in our villages or known to us personally who are in need.
If you would like to receive this email, please contact Ben at
vicar.maresfieldandnutley.protonmail.com
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Image: Tom Lee
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