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MARESFIELD RECREATION GROUND
FETE OPENS 1.15pm

FREE ENTRY - CHARGE FOR PARKING

Refreshments • Plants • Cakes • Book stall 
Children’s activities 

Dog Show with seven classes • Entries open 
1.15pm, judging starts 1.45pm

 
Find out more on our Facebook page: Maresfield Jubilee Fete
General enquiries : Gillian Bullock – grtbullock@hotmail.co.uk 

or Jo Lawrance – jo.lawrance63@gmail.com
Dog Show: Jackie Ralph – jackieralph1@hotmail.co.uk

Stall reservations: Harriet Ellis Smith – hazzaa86@hotmail.co.uk
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Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be 
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services 
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions 

before entering into any contract.

ESTATE AGENTS  •   87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ

We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.

This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts 

are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled 
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.

Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible 
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.

We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559      www.vincetaylortofts.com
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The Rector writes

At our prayer meetings in church we have been 
praying about the situation in Ukraine and this has 
caused us all to ask ourselves some questions such 
as “Where is God in this? Pauline and William have here attempted to offer a 
response to some of those questions.
The war in Ukraine has shocked us all. Very many people have been killed or 
injured and millions of people displaced, separated from fathers and husbands, 
and vice versa. And the physical damage that we all see on television is awful too. 
Where is God in this? Surely this war is the opposite of God’s purpose for the 
world that God created. So … does God not care? Or is God incapable of dealing 
with this? Or is God just an illusion? 
Christians believe that God is there in the suffering, alongside and in people’s 
hearts. The questions show that we are expecting God to do something that 
he isn’t doing. We must not, though, ignore the very real possibility that God is 
involved in support for the bereaved, injured, and displaced people of Ukraine; 
and that God has spoken loudly to Putin and other Russians to stop this war but 
they won’t respond.
Nevertheless, many of us want more, and we pray for an end of the suffering and 
are disappointed that this has not occurred. Are we right to be disappointed?
We are right when we pray to think that God has power to deal with this. We can 
think of Saul (the one who changed his name to Paul) who persecuted Christians; 
and then was transformed by a moment when God came to meet him; he became 
a Christian; and lived the rest of his life as a missionary and teacher, suffering 
considerably for this. 
So our disappointment is based on our hope not being realised, and some Christians 
feel let down by God for that reason. Christians know that we cannot fully know 
the ways and mind of God. And so, it seems, our disappointment that God has not 
stepped in to stop this war may be more to do with our misunderstanding of God 
than with God’s failure.
God has given us the gift of free will. This is why he disappoints us by sometimes 
choosing not to interfere in human activity. We are free to be bad and make 
mistakes, but if we choose to do good God will help.
It seems clear that God could snap his fingers and make his kingdom come, and 
he could speak to Putin as he spoke to Saul and so on. But God doesn’t always 
do that, because – if he removed our freedom to choose to do evil, he would be 
making us puppets who have turned to him only because he made us do so.  What 
he has promised is that, one day, Jesus will come and bring all wars to an end.

Continued on page 7

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com

01825 740385 / 07738 627246
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Rick Blackman Gardening
Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens

Mowing • Strimming •  Hedge-cutting •  Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding

Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken
07810 453122

CHURCH SERVICES 
at St Bartholomew’s

Morning Prayer takes place in St Bartholomew’s every 
Monday at 9am (excluding bank holidays)

 SUNDAY 5 JUNE 11.15am All Age Service

 THURSDAY 9 JUNE 10.00am Midweek Holy Communion

 SUNDAY 12 JUNE 10.30am Morning Worship

 SUNDAY 19 JUNE 11.15am Holy Communion

 THURSDAY 23 JUNE 10.00am Midweek Holy Communion

 SUNDAY 26 JUNE 11.15am Cafe Church

If you feel in need of prayer, do visit the church website where you can 
make prayer requests and let us know how you are.  You are welcome to 
leave your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.   

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html

Continued from page 5

So – where is God in all this? God is there in the midst of it all, and one day he will 
bring these things to an end.
What does God want? We think that God wants peace, harmony, and a world of 
people who look in faith to Christ to save them.  Ultimately, we trust that Jesus 
is the one who can rescue us and will one day make the world a perfect place for 
his people.
Would you appreciate opportunities to discuss these things or ask questions?  
Why not join us on a Sunday, especially when we hold our Café Church services.  
Or, join us for Hope Explored that will be starting in late June. Hope Explored is a 
three-week course on the themes of Hope, Peace and Purpose and how Jesus 
provides us with all three.
 To find out more, please see our website. This will be an opportunity to hear more 
about the hope that Jesus brings and for you to ask any questions you may have.

Ben Sear
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Hendall is a beautiful and individual 
private venue, ideal for bespoke family 
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and

receptions, corporate events, exhibitions, 
classical concerts and charity fund raising 

events. The historic buildings include 
holiday accommodation in a generous 

medieval barn conversion.

info@hendall.co.uk  01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk

Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU 

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,

Fletching TN22 3TQ

Uckfield Folk Club
Upstairs at The Station Pub, Uckfield
Every third Tuesday of the month, at 8pm

Tuesday 21st June
will be a

*SINGAROUND*
All singers and musicians welcome – floor spots available, to be arranged 
on the night, or just come and listen! Lots of space for social distancing.

Hat collection on guest nights – a contribution of at least £7 is suggested. 

Info: uckfieldfolkclub@gmail.com or 07788 994266
NB: There is a parking charge in the Station Car Park, 
but free parking is available within walking distance

Maresfield Lunch Club 
The next Village Lunch will be in the Village Hall on 

Thursday 2nd June at 12.30pm 
It would be very helpful if anyone Interested in joining us would let 

us know in advance, to give us an idea of how many to cater for.
Please take a Lateral Flow Test beforehand if possible.

Ring Pat on 01825 769644 or email plangridge69@gmail.com
to book your place

MARESFIELD WI
Tuesday 14th June at 7.30pm  •  Maresfield Village Hall
Love All: The story of Eastbourne’s Devonshire Park
Speaker: Ken Pollock

All visitors welcome
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Maresfield Conservation Group

We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone to the Maresfield 
Jubilee Fete, on the Recreation Ground on Sunday 12 June between 1.15pm 
and 5pm. Kirsten Ramsay, restoration expert and presenter on BBC1’s The Repair 
Shop, has kindly agreed to open the Fete for us. Organised in partnership with 
Maresfield Church, we’re planning a traditional family event with lots of activities 
for all the family including stalls, music, dance displays, children’s games, a raffle, 
Tug-o-War and a dog show. See you all there!
Please join us for a ‘Summer Cheese and Wine Evening’ on Saturday 2 July at the 
Village Hall. Tickets will be charged at £10/person. Please contact Bruce Milton 
for further details and tickets: Milton.family@tiscali.co.uk.
We have a number of future projects in the planning phase over the coming 
months. As I said at our recent AGM, if you have an idea for a project or an event 
that you think may be of interest to the wider community, please pass this on to 
us for consideration at one of our monthly meetings.

Footpaths Group
I’d like to thank John Smith once again for all the hard work he has done for 
Maresfield footpaths over the many years. A big act to follow!
Since he has given up the reins, the Group has continued to be out on a Wednesday 
morning, clearing trees which have fallen over footpaths and keeping in check 
the incessant growth which threatens to swamp the rights of way. I have toured 
the footpaths around Maresfield village and have identified those which require 
tidying up. We will be getting to them in the next few weeks. Without access 
to a Land Rover, we will have to limit our activities closer to car parks and the 
village itself to avoid walking long distances carrying heavy equipment. Therefore, 
we may not be able to maintain footpaths in more remote areas, especially in 
Ashdown Forest. 
If any of you are thinking of joining our Group but cannot make Wednesday 
mornings, perhaps you can make other times, maybe weekday summer evenings? 
If that sounds like a plan, please let me know: Milton.family@tiscali.co.uk.
I would like to ask a favour or two. Firstly, to let me know of any blocked footpaths 
which require our attention and secondly, to remind any dog walkers to clear up 
their dog mess please. It is extremely unpleasant and can be very unhygienic when 
we use strimmers to cut the grass and undergrowth! Many thanks for your help..

Jo Lawrance - Chairman, MCG
Tel: 07595 914701 or 01825 278332

Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Registered Charity No: 1104136  Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org

White Feather Remembrance are here for your
celebration of life needs, from funerals to saying

your last goodbye to your loved one and
celebrating milestone occasions.  

WFR dress venues, decorate rooms and 
 work with other local businesses to

provide the best unique and personal
goodbye service for you. 

Contact Gail Fay on 07545 470646 or email
info@whitefeatherremembrance.com

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica 

and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.
Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768  www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

07790 822 482

We are a landscaping and general building company 
based in East Sussex, specialising in artificial grass, 

general groundworks and patios. 

View our recent projects at facebook.com/ESLOLandscapes

Call Stewart to discuss your needs on 07790 822 482 
or email eslolandscapes@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/ESLOLandscapes
mailto:eslolandscapes%40gmail.com?subject=
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dmc partnership
Chartered Accountants
•	 Full	accounts	services	for	
companies,	sole	traders	

•	 and	partnerships
•	 Completion	of	Tax	Returns
•	 Capital	gains	and	retirement	
tax	planning

•	 Sage	set-up	and	payroll	
services
Why	not	call	to	arrange	an	

appointment	with	no	obligation	
at	our	offices?

Contact	Estelle	Sherlock
Office:	Forest	Row	—	01342	824181
Email:	estelle@dmcpartnership.com

KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

•	 Airport and cruise transfers
•	 Executive travel
•	 Theatres and concerts

07768 320084

•	 Special occasions
•	 Eurostar
•	 Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk info@kbexec.co.uk

It’s Now or Never
A UN report on climate change that came out in April 2022 indicated that harmful 
carbon emissions from 2010-2019 have never been higher in human history.
Stark warnings: unless governments everywhere reassess their energy policies, 
the world will be uninhabitable. All countries must reduce their fossil fuel use 
substantially, extend access to electricity, improve energy efficiency and increase 
the use of alternative fuels, such as hydrogen. Unless action is taken soon, some 
major cities will be under water, there will be unprecedented heatwaves, terrifying 
storms, widespread water shortages and the extinction of a million species of 
plants and animals. We are at a crossroads. To limit global warming to around 
1.5ºC, global greenhouse gas emissions would have to peak “before 2025 at the 
latest and be reduced by 43 per cent by 2030” (UN climate report).
While we can lobby the government, there is much more that we can do at a 
local level. What can we all do personally to help with climate change? A first 
step might be to calculate your own personal carbon footprint and that of your 
household. 
There are several websites that enable you to do this by answering a series of 
questions. One is www.creationcare.org.uk. This website allows you to register 
and record your results so that if you make some changes to your lifestyle, you 
can return to the site and see what reduction you have achieved. Another is: 
www.footprintwwf.org.uk. This is the World Wildlife Fund website and again you 
answer a series of questions and it produces a results graph which also shows you 
what aspects of your lifestyle are the most detrimental to the environment. Good 
food for thought.
One of our articles last year highlighted the value that peat bogs have for the 
environment and we encouraged you to try peat-free compost in your garden. 
Peatlands purify water, mitigate flooding and provide a home for lots of different 
species. Peatlands only cover about 3% of the world’s land surface, but store at 
least twice as much carbon as all of the Earth’s forests. 

Continued on page 15

Climate Change Interest Group 
Sponsored by Maresfield Parish Council

The Climate Change Interest Group is made up of local people and our aim is to 
challenge Maresfield Parish residents to make changes in a variety of areas for 
the good of the environment.  We hope you feel inspired to join in with some of 
our suggestions and would welcome your feedback. 
Please contact Nancy for details or with any feedback or suggestions you may 
have.  Email:  assistantclerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
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Service
Straight Half Mile,
Maresfield, TN22 3DN
01825 713600

bluauto. why go anywhere else?

Sales
Ringles Cross,
Uckfield, TN22 1HE
01825 716222

Servicing

Tyres

Brakes

Suspension

MOT

Video
Inspections

Courtesy Car

Free Wifi

Collection
& Delivery

Service

• Full Service from £149

• Interim Service from £99

• MOT’s only £29 when booked with a service

• Air Conditioning Service from £59 

• FREE Health Checks

• All Major Branded Tyres to suit all budgets

Why trust your car
anywhere else?

Book online at www.bluauto.co.uk

Spread the cost of routine maintenance
with a Monthly Service Plan from just

£27 Per Month
Brakes

Suspension

Spread the cost of routine maintenance

£27 Per Month FANTASTIC
SERVICE

Very helpful and friendly
sta�, if I could give
more than 5 stars

I would.

60 cars in stock at our Retail Centre
in Uckfield or visit www.bluauto.co.uk

Continued from page 13

So, it is pleasing to see that more and more garden centres and DIY stores now sell 
peat-free compost. It can contain ingredients such as recycled garden materials, 
bark fines and wood fibre to a strict quality specification. When using peat-free 
compost for seed sowing, try to sieve it and mix it with vermiculite to give it a 
nice open structure which works well for seeds. We have gone peat-free this year 
and our tomato plants are flourishing. Or you could make your own compost by 
composting your kitchen waste, such as fruit and vegetable peelings and tea bags, 
along with your garden waste such as lawn clippings and prunings. It is a really 
easy way to make your own compost to help your garden bloom. Go on, bog off 
the peat!

Maresfield Parish Council and Maresfield Village Hall
 invite you to a

Platinum Jubilee Picnic
Sunday 5th June at 12 noon

On Maresfield Recreation Ground
Bring a picnic and a chair or rug

and your friends and family
for our Village Celebration 

(sorry, no barbecues)
Tea, coffee, soft drinks and cakes available from the Pavilion, 

and ice cream from the van.       

Music and fun for all the family
PRIZE for the best-made CROWN or HAT

For info, call Laura: 07443 857254
Please come on foot, as PARKING IS VERY LIMITED
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Parish Council News

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The Jubilee is being marked by the Parish Council by the planting of a maple tree at 
the Maresfield Recreation Ground. A simple ceremony to unveil a commemorative 
plaque will be held later. In Maresfield a Jubilee Picnic is being organised on the 
Recreation Ground on Sunday 5th June – please come along; (contact the Parish 
Office for details). And there will be Jubilee Teas on the Green at Fords Green 
Nutley on 3rd June. 
The Maresfield Jubilee Fete is being held on Sunday June 12 and includes the 
Jubilee Dog Show.
Nutley’s Village Fete this year is on Saturday 25th June followed by Fairwarp on 
9th July.

Annual Parish Assembly
This was held on May 24th when our speaker was the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, Katy Bourne. This year the Parish Annual Report has not been 
sent to all households but is available on line at   www.maresfieldparish.org.uk. A 
printed copy is also available on application to the Parish Office.

Maresfield Recreation Ground Pavilion
The refurbished pavilion is available for hire for meetings and appropriate events. 
Please contact the Parish Clerk on 714555.

Highways Issues
We have pressed the County Council Highways department on a number of 
occasions to remove the massive upturned beech tree which is still blocking the 
footpath in Nutley High Street outside Nutley Hall, three months after Storm 
Eunice. Please let the Parish Clerk know of any other particular road safety or 
highways issues we should raise.

New Councillors 
We have recently lost two councillors and would welcome volunteers to fill 
these vacancies. Please consider putting yourself forward for this worthwhile 
community service and contact the Clerk for further information.

Parish Council and Committee Meetings 
These meetings are open to the public. Dates and times are in the parish magazines 
and the Agendas are displayed on the notice boards in each of our three villages. 
If you wish to address the Council/Committee or ask questions or are just curious 
do come along.

Continued on page 19

Pippingford Manor, Pippingford Park, Nutley TN22 3HW – 01825 280 355
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Stitchability … by … Rachel
Classic style for the discerning lady
 Individual commissions, bespoke 

design service
Weddings •  christenings • daywear 

• alterations • vintage treasures 
transformed to wear today

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk

Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

Continued from page 17

Litter Bins
The litter bins on our streets are provided by Wealden District Council and are not 
an extension of our domestic dustbins, so would the person depositing cat litter 
and other household waste in bins in Maresfield please desist. 

New Parish Clerk 
We are delighted that our Assistant Clerk, Mrs Nancy O’Hanlon, has accepted the 
position of Parish Clerk with effect from 25th June when Mrs Claire Goossens 
leaves us. Claire has served the Parish tirelessly in her four years with us and it is a 
tribute to her training that Nancy feels able to step up to greater responsibilities. 
Nancy will be an excellent Clerk and we wish her well in her new role. We are 
advertising for a part time Assistant Clerk; full details are on the website of the 
East Sussex Association of Local Councils https://esalc.co.uk/ 

Useful links:   http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk   https://my.wealden.gov.uk
  https://www.ashdownforest.org 
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock 
Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

www.maresfieldparish.org.uk 

All meetings commence 7.30 pm.
Monday 6 June Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Tuesday 7 June Finance & Admin Committee (Parish Office) 
Tuesday 21 June Full Council (Maresfield Village Hall)
Monday 27 June Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Tuesday 28 June Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee (MRG Pavilion) 

Parish Council Meetings: June 2022

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling 

and general building requirements
0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com

http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/


21 22

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties, 

Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.

For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

Ukraine
The refugee welcome is a fast moving situation and regular updates are available 
in Council websites so I will not say much in this update. However, the position at 
May 11th is that 1236 Ukrainian refugees have been matched with hosts in East 
Sussex and one in four have arrived so far. In Wealden there are 546 expected 
with 215 having arrived.
Officers and councillors are involved in overseeing child safeguarding measures 
and in allocation of school places whilst firefighters are carrying out home safety 
checks.
Those arriving from Ukraine are receiving a £200 welcome payment for those in 
the ‘Homes for Ukraine’ Scheme and hosts will be able soon to request a £350 
monthly thankyou payment.
As a community I think we have done quite well but a lot more to do.
Waste Collection Strike
This is another fast moving situation which Biffa and Wealden Council are trying 
to resolve. A generous pay offer has been made but as at May 11th the strike 
is ongoing with high levels of missed bins now on  a daily basis. The dispute 
is with Biffa and not with the Council but there will come a point where the 
Council may have to engage other contractors where possible. This will not be 
easy. The paid for garden waste service has been suspended and I will be pushing 
for compensation probably in the form of a delay to the start of the next contract 
by the number of weeks for which  service has been lost.
Roads
The petition for a 40 mph speed limit on the A22 from Cackle Street to  Lampool 
roundabout will be heard by the Lead Member for Transport on March 25th. This 
is  a dangerous stretch of road as we know but much will depend on whether it is 
seen as  a priority.
The fallen tree on Nutley High St has been a major cause of concern. Despite 
repeated requests for action it has not been moved by today, May 11th, but I 
have been promised it will be done in ‘a couple of weeks’.
I will shortly be taking the senior Highway Steward on a tour of some really bad 
bits of highway in our area and I am continuing to press for action on the pavement 
in The Hop Garden in Fairwarp, drainage on Picketts Lane Horney Common and 
road surfaces in High Hurstwood. This is NOT an exhaustive list!
There will be work on drainage and line painting on Station Road, Isfield from 8th 
to 15th June..

Roy Galley

  Local Government News
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www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.

We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains, 
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing  

wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.  

We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.
For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 

on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

Fully insured work to BS3998

rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01825 769681  Mob. 07869 270353

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Felling
Pruning
Planting

Stump Removal

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

Crowborough Community Centre 
Pine Grove, Crowborough TN6 1FE
Thursday 9 June at 2pm
Wright of Derby: Painter of Light
Lecturer: Eveline Eaton
Almost totally forgotten in the twentieth century 
except in his native Derby, Joseph Wright 
(1734-1797) is now again celebrated as one of the 
most inventive and versatile painters during the 
‘Golden Age of British Painting’ in the eighteenth 
century. Best known for his ‘candle-light’ pictures, Wright of Derby was also 
the inventor of a new category of painting: “contemporary history”, recording 
scientific experiments and the dignity of labour. Moreover, he was an important 
portrait- and landscape-artist. In all his work, above all, a “painter of light”.
Eveline has a BA Hons Courtauld Institute and a Diploma from the Study Centre 
for the History of Fine & Decorative Arts. She is a Freelance lecturer in Fine Arts 
and has been a tour-guide to Berlin, Dresden and Munich. Eveline is also a Past 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Dresden Trust.
Refreshments follow the lecture. Members free, Guests and Visitors £6. If you 
would like to join, please contact our Membership Secretary on 01892 663388. 
For any further information, contact our Secretary on 07884 428780..

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest

Saturday 4th June 7.30pm
Fletching Parish Church

Celebration Concert for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The Fletching Singers’ musical tribute will include a variety of choral 
works ranging from music for the Coronation and other royal events to 
the Beatles to John Rutter, finishing with a rousing rendition of patriotic 
favourites in the style of the Last Night of the Proms.

Tickets £12, from www.ticketsource.co.uk/fletchingsingers
Or via www.fletchingsingers.co.uk

Enquiries to 01825 760709  or info@fletchingsingers.co.uk



25 26

A few years ago, as the sun set over the South Downs, I was wandering through a 
wood on a twilight hike. Through the trees I noticed about a dozen figures decked 

out in brilliant white gathering 
in a small clearing. I hit the floor 
and, buried amongst the bracken, 
watched as other white figures 
joined them. Each individual 
slowly started swaying, swinging 
hypnotically like a pendulum 
suspended on an invisible wire. 
The whole silent scene felt eerie, 
otherworldly, ancient. I was 
spellbound and barely breathing, 
scared I would be discovered and 
this mesmerising performance 
would end. As some of the 
figures swung fixed to their 
stations, others oscillated wildly, 
whirling and crashing into each 

other. The light was fading fast and as my surroundings dissolved into shadow the 
swaying white figures seemed luminous against the gloom. Then, as the full moon 
rose and illuminated the glade, the action slowed, the figures retreated and I was 
left alone in the gloaming. 
The ritual I had witnessed was the dance of the Ghost Moths: elaborate courtship 
behaviour performed by the males on warm summer evenings across Sussex. 
That moonlit glade had been temporarily transformed into a miniature moth disco 
where these incredible insects pirouetted, pranced, swaggered and strutted in an 
attempt to attract a female. More Saturday Night Fever than The Wicker Man.
And, like tiny Travoltas, the male Ghost Moths know that to stand out on a crowded 
dancefloor you need a flashy white suit. Their wings are whiter than white and look 
as though they have been hand-painted with Tipp-Ex. The female Ghost Moth has 
a more subdued wardrobe and wears pale yellow wings with elegant orange swirls.

Ghost Moth

Males also have another trick up their sleeve (or in this case their trouser legs). 
Their hind legs contain furry scent-brushes, which release pheromones into the 
air like an overpowering aphrodisiac. Once the ladies are lured, it’s the individual 
moth’s dancing which seals the deal. It can be murder on the dancefloor and 
scuffles start as the males try to assert their positions. It’s a behaviour known 
as ‘lekking’ and the dominant dancers will lead a lucky lady of the lek into the 
surrounding shadows. 
In days gone by the moth’s mysterious, ethereal waltz was interpreted as 
something supernatural and it has been suggested that the dance of the Ghost 
Moth gave rise to local legends of fairies and Will-O’The-Wisps. If anything, the 
reality is just as magical and spellbinding to watch.

Michael Blencowe
Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust
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