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Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be 
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services 
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions before entering 

into any contract.
NB: Not all services may be available under Covid-19 restrictions - please check 

with individual advertisers.

ESTATE AGENTS  •   87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ

We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.

This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts 

are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled 
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.

Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible 
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.

We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559      www.vincetaylortofts.com
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The Rector writes
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now 
dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen 
your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”  Luke 2: 20-32
2021 has arrived – and I suspect all of us are longing for an improvement on 
2020.  With news of vaccines now being rolled out, things are already looking 
a little brighter; there is a light at the end of the tunnel. However, for many of 
us the effects of 2020 will be long-lasting.  We each have our own tunnels to 
travel through.  What keeps us going as we travel?  What do we fix our eyes 
upon?
The words from the Bible I quoted at the beginning were spoken by someone 
called Simeon. Along with a woman called Anna, Simon is one the privileged 
individuals to meet the baby Jesus (and in his case, even hold him).  
Jesus was only a few days old when Simeon and Anna met him; but their 
response to him always amazes me.  They are so glad to see this young child.  
Even though Jesus was very young, he was so exciting because he was the 
fulfilment of hundreds of years worth of expectation, that God would send 
someone to save his people.  Simeon and Anna had held on to these promises 
throughout their lives.  Their lives were nothing glamorous and, in Anna’s case, 
not easy, but they had fixed their eyes on the promises of God.  When Jesus 
arrived, they could fix their eyes on him as the fulfilment of those promises.
Life is not always easy and the immediate future is not entirely certain. There 
is much talk about what we need to do. In the midst of the busyness, can I 
encourage you to pause and consider Jesus?  He calls us to fix our eyes, our 
hopes, on him, just as Simeon did. We may not be able to hold him, but we can 
receive him and allow him to be our peace. Jesus keeps his promises and one 
day he will make all things well. He truly is the light at the end of the tunnel.
Rev’d Pauline and I send best wishes to everyone for a more promising New 
Year with news of the vaccine and a way forward.

God Bless, Ben

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica 

and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.
Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768  www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling 

and general building requirements
0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com
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Hendall is a beautiful and individual 
private venue, ideal for bespoke family 
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and

receptions, corporate events, exhibitions, 
classical concerts and charity fund raising 

events. The historic buildings include 
holiday accommodation in a generous 

medieval barn conversion.

info@hendall.co.uk  01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk

Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU 

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,

Fletching TN22 3TQ

COULD THIS BE THE MISSING LINK IN SOLVING
THE `VICTORIAN LAMPS` MYSTERY?

An old photograph of Bonners School has recently been uncovered.  We are 
unsure of the exact year but the clothing worn suggests late 1800s or early 
1900s. However, the surprising and interesting thing about this picture is that 
a lamp, seemingly identical to the three others we have in Maresfield today, is 
clearly shown, situated on the left outside the school entrance.
After a bit more research, and according to the National Archives, a school in 
Maresfield goes back as far as the late 1600s.

The Rev Richard Bonner, by his will dated 20 January 1689, devised a 
messuage and croft (1½a) in Maresfield and two rent-charges totalling 50 
shillings derived from a farm at Ringmer in trust for the appointment of a school 
master in Maresfield for a school to be called Bonner’s School. According to the 
Second Report of the Commissioners on the Education of the Poor, 1819, in 
the Charities and Education Commissioners Reports for Sussex (1815-1839), 
a National School had ‘lately been established’ in Maresfield by subscription 
and a school-room with accommodation for 150 children was built close to 
the cottage devised by the Rev Bonner. The cottage was occupied by the school 
mistress and the croft leased to a separate tenant.

Continued on page 9

Maresfield Conservation Group
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Continued from page 7

This was rebuilt, on the same site, as a mixed school in 1873, and at that time 
was described as an elegant and imposing structure of red brick and stone. 
The school was extended and modernised in the early 1960s and officially 
opened on 19th November 1962. 
So, was this lamp removed and re-sited at a later date, or was it destroyed?  We 
will probably never know for sure, but  this really does put a new slant on the 
history of the lamps.  It seems probable that there may have been a number of 
these lamps in the village during the Victorian period and what remains today 
is just three of them.  This would also suggest that these were subsequently 
used as conveniently suitable places for commemorative plaques to be placed.
MCG Website
During this period of sheltering at home from Covid-19, it seems that people 
have had more time available for surfing on the internet. Between 1 March 
and 10 December this year our website was visited 596 times by 395 different 
users. Apart from users closer to home the site was also visited by people from 
the United States, China, Nigeria, Australia, Canada, Switzerland, Germany, 
Guernsey and Peru. Perhaps our international friends will now be planning to 
visit Maresfield in the future!
If you have not yet seen our website, then please take a look. You will find a 
wealth of information about Maresfield and the Conservation Group which we 
keep adding to as new material becomes available. If you have any suggestions 
for such material or requests for topics to be covered, then please email us.

Maresfield Christmas Tree
This year Rob Penfold, John Smith and Ian Shaw together with Simon Young 
did a wonderful job in collecting, erecting and decorating the Christmas tree 
at the Lodge on Saturday 5th December; Alex Clarke kept them going by 
providing them with much appreciated bacon sarnies. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid19 restrictions, we were unable to hold an evening 
celebration as we would normally and are very sad that the children didn’t get 
to see Father Christmas – he was also having to obey the rules this year!

Footpaths Group
It has been a very trying year for the Footpaths Group - and we HAVE tried. 
Normally we are out enjoying the work in the open air each Wednesday 
morning. This year we were initially restricted by continual heavy rain, then, 
just as the drier weather started the first Covid lockdown began with new 
rules as to what we were, and more often not, allowed to do. 

Continued on page 11

dmc partnership
Chartered Accountants
•	 Full	accounts	services	for	
companies,	sole	traders	

•	 and	partnerships
•	 Completion	of	Tax	Returns
•	 Capital	gains	and	retirement	
tax	planning

•	 Sage	set-up	and	payroll	
services
Why	not	call	to	arrange	an	

appointment	with	no	obligation	
at	our	offices?

Contact	Estelle	Sherlock
Office:	Forest	Row	—	01342	824181
Email:	estelle@dmcpartnership.com

KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

•	 Airport and cruise transfers
•	 Executive travel
•	 Theatres and concerts

07768 320084

•	 Special occasions
•	 Eurostar
•	 Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk info@kbexec.co.uk
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Continued from page 9

When the lockdown was lifted we got down to some clearance work on local 
paths and in the Forest but were somewhat hampered by instructions that we 
must not undertake any construction work on steps, stiles or bridges. Bramble 
and bracken clearance was carried out on a number of paths including the 
verge at Lampool Corner before the second lockdown. This has been followed 
again by heavy rain. The condition of the footpaths is not good at the moment 
and there is also some painting work to be carried out. 
While we do have a large backlog to attack there is hope. Already daffodil 
bulbs are sending up shoots in the verges, so spring is not too far away.

SITUATIONS VACANT
Please note: The Treasurer’s post will need to be filled by 31st March 2021 

and the Chairman’s by early July 2021.

We hope you enjoyed a very happy Christmas; once again the Executive 
Committee would like to join me in wishing you a healthy, peaceful, prosperous 
and happy 2021. Keep safe and well.

Very best wishes,
Pat Palmer - Chairman, MCG

Tel: 01825 764804 or 07770 745519
Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com

Registered Charity No: 1104136  Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org

CHAIRMAN
MARESFIELD CONSERVATION 

GROUP
The Executive Committee are 
looking for a chairman to replace 
our current holder.
The ideal candidate will be 
community-minded and keen to 
motivate other members of the 
committee. No previous experience 
needed but a military background 
could be useful (only joking).
Please apply to our current 
chairman: Pat Palmer, email:
tricia.wild@googlemail.com

TREASURER
MARESFIELD CONSERVATION 

GROUP
We are a local charity looking to 
appoint a treasurer to manage our 
accounts.  
Some experience in the financial 
sector would be useful. Training 
would be given at handover. The ideal 
candidate will be self-motivated, able 
to work as part of a team and have a 
good sense of humour. 
Please apply to our current 
treasurer:  John Smith, email:
john_mcg_smith@hotmail.com

Rick Blackman Gardening
Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens

Mowing • Strimming •  Hedge-cutting •  Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding

Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken
07810 453122

Fully insured work to BS3998

rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01825 769681  Mob. 07869 270353

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Felling
Pruning
Planting

Stump Removal

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties, 

Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.

For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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Thursday 14 January at 2pm - Tulip Mania in Golden Age Holland
Lecturer: Dr Tom Flynn
When in the late sixteenth century, the humble tulip bulb made its way from 
China to the courts and gardens of the Ottoman Empire its beauty and rarity 
were greatly admired. Its fame spread, triggering a collecting craze in early 
seventeenth century Holland where speculation caused some rare varieties 
to reach staggering prices. In 1637 the tulip market collapsed leading to the 
impoverishment of many speculators who had over-invested in the promise 
of untold riches. Tulip mania can be seen as a parallel to 
what has happened on occasions in the art market.
Lectures are available to Members only at this time and 
for the foreseeable future, but you are welcome to join us 
by contacting our Membership Secretary Donald Speedie 
in advance of the lecture on 01892 663388 or email 
ADFASnews@gmail.com.

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
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Stitchability … by … Rachel
Classic style for the discerning lady
 Individual commissions, bespoke 

design service
Weddings •  christenings • daywear 

• alterations • vintage treasures 
transformed to wear today

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk

Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

Become a Parish Councillor 
We really need your experience, opinions and ideas to 

help shape the future of the Parish 
 

 

Each year Maresfield Parish Council awards many 
thousands of pounds in grants to local societies, clubs 
and charities. 

Which organisations within our parish would you like 
to see supported with a cash grant? 

 

 
Potholes on our roads are an all too 
common sight, we liaise constantly with 
East Sussex Highways alerting them to 
areas of concern within our Parish. 

Are there local road issues that you 
would like brought to their attention? 

 

 
 

We want the pavements in our parish to be safe 
places for residents to walk. 

Every year we contact many householders 
requesting they carry out hedge trimming to make 
walkways clear for pedestrians, pushchairs and 
mobility scooters. 

Help make our Parish an inclusive environment. 

  

 

Please contact the Parish Clerk on 01825 714555 or 
clerk@maresfieldparish.org for information on how to become a Parish 
Councillor and make a valuable contribution to your community. 
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 Very Happy, Peaceful and Safe New Year to everyone in the Parish !
Finance and the Parish Precept
Last month I wrote about the Parish precept setting process.  (The precept is a 
constituent part of your annual Council Tax.) The Finance and Administration 
Committee met on Tuesday 8th December to consider a draft budget and 
precept level for approval by the Parish Council at its December 15th meeting. 
Next year’s budget is £1,000 lower than the 2020/21 budget but an increase 
in the recommended annual precept is considered necessary if a satisfactory 
level of reserves is to be maintained.  
What is the Parish Council? What does it do?
Civil parish councils were formed in England under the reforming Local 
Government Act 1894 to take over local oversight of civic duties in rural towns 
and villages. Each parish council’s area of responsibility is a geographical area 
known as a civil parish; it has no connection with the Church (or its Parochial 
Church Council). Maresfield Parish includes the villages of Fairwarp, Maresfield 
and Nutley and surrounding countryside. Parish Councillors are elected every 
four years, though vacancies can be filled by co-option or a by-election.
Parish councils make all kinds of decisions on issues that affect the local 
community. Probably the most common areas are planning matters (they are 
statutory consultees), supporting local crime and road safety initiatives and 
local highway matters such as street lighting and maintenance of roadside 
verges. They have the power to do a large variety of things, including 
providing allotments, bus shelters and cemeteries and are often involved in 
the provision of community transport schemes, sport and recreation facilities 
and tourism. Parish councils can also provide a focus for representing local 
issues and identity.
Maresfield Parish Council has a quota of 14 Councillors; currently we have 
only nine but has the power to co-opt to fill vacancies. It is a worthwhile and 
satisfying role so if you are interested in becoming a Parish Councillor please 
contact our Clerk, Claire Goossens, on 714555.
Request a Tree Preservation Order
If you would like Wealden District Council to consider a tree for a TPO, contact 
the planning department with details of the tree, why you think it is important 
and why you think it might be under threat. 

Continued on page 19

Parish Council News
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Based in Maresfield working in Sussex 
and Kent

Please contact me for any building  
or decorating projects

You will receive a service second to none

Rob Taylor
07425 773171 / 01825 371333

rob.cbds@gmail.com 

Wealden would then assess the tree or woodland using industry recognised 
methods for evaluation if it is appropriate a TPO may be issued. Anyone can 
ask for a tree, trees or woodland to be protected under TPO legislation; but 
usually TPOs are only issued where there is a clear threat and it is expedient 
to do so. Wealden has produced a useful document describing this process  
and it is available on Wealden’s web site.

Covid-19 Pandemic
Various restrictions are still in force so if you are quarantining, self-isolating 
or otherwise vulnerable do remember that if you need assistance of a 
non-medical nature you can phone the Parish Office on 714555 or contact 
the Wealden District Council Community Hub on 01342 443322. 
Useful links are:
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/     
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/ 
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock 
Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

Continued from page 17 

All meetings commence 7.30 pm and will be held remotely via Zoom.

Monday 4 January Planning Committee
Tuesday 12 January Full Council
Thursday 14 January NDP Steering Group
Monday 25 January Planning Committee

Parish Council Meetings: January 2021

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.

We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains, 
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing  

wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.  

We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.
For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 

on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685
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Setting up his own practice in a poorer part of London, Culpeper started 
treating forty patients a day with herbal cures derived from English plants. 
Then he dropped his botanical bombshell. In 1652 Culpeper published an 
incredible tome that instructed people how to pick their own remedies, free 
of charge, from the hedges and meadows. The book was The English Physitian 
(later enlarged as The Complete Herbal). His book promoted and preserved 
folk remedies at a time when physicians and priests were discrediting village 
healers and preventing them from passing along their traditional knowledge.

Enraged, the medical establishment 
accused Culpeper of witchcraft. But his 
Complete Herbal endured. It’s been in 
continuous print longer than any other 
non-religious English language book, 
running rings around Tolkien and Rowling 
and their tales of hocus-pocus. 
No doubt Culpeper’s herbal remedies 
could have come in useful for some of you 
over the festive period; wild privet (for 
headaches), blackthorn (for indigestion), 
rosemary (for flatulence) and the juice 
of ivy berries ‘snuffed up into the nose’ 
(for hangovers). So, start 2021 by raising 
your Nutribullets and ginseng teas to the 
healing properties of Mother Nature, and 
to four centuries of Nicholas Culpeper. 

Michael Blencowe
Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Nicholas Culpeper
The complete herbal hero

Just over 400 years ago, in 1616, 
a legend was born; a rebel who 
partnered up with Mother Nature 
to revolutionise British medicine. 
The herbal hero, the botanical 
bad boy, the father of alternative 
medicine – ladies and gentlemen, 
I give you Nicholas Culpeper.  
Culpeper did his growing up 
upstream in Isfield, just north 
of Lewes. The country lanes 
and starry Sussex skies were 
his classroom and the hedges 
and the heavens taught him 
botany, astronomy and astrology. 
He learnt about love too. In 
1634, Culpeper and his Sussex 
sweetheart planned a secret 
Lewes wedding and a speedy 
elopement to the Netherlands. 

But tragedy struck when his love-struck lady’s carriage was struck by a 
lightning bolt en route to the ceremony. She died instantly.  
There’s no cure for a broken heart and Culpeper left Sussex to start a new life 
in London. He threw himself into his work as a lowly apothecary’s assistant, 
cataloguing medicinal herbs on Threadneedle Street. At this time, medicine 
was only practiced by 
elite physicians. They 
would charge exorbitant 
prices for their secret 
remedies and would not 
even demean themselves 
to talk to patients, 
instead requesting a 
sample of urine to make 
their diagnosis. Culpeper 
believed medical treatment 
should be available to all –
not just the privileged.  

Image: Sue Curnock

Image: Richard Cobden

Image: Richard Gaywood

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com

01825 740385 / 07738 627246

http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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We are currently planning 
 to have an 11.15am service  

throughout January 2021

Sun 3 January 
Sun 10 January
Sun 17 January 
Sun 24 January 
Sun 31 January

Stay up to date via  
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

www.facebook.com/maresfieldchurch

 
CHURCH SERVICES 
at St Bartholomew’s


