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Message from Maresfield Church 

Have you booked your summer          
holiday? Did you sow your broad bean 
plugs? Does your front path need the 
algae to be cleaned off? Itôs hard to 
summon up much enthusiasm in the 
early months of the year with grey days 
and not much chance of being out in the 
sun. But the world spins round and we 
are heading  towards summer and with 
it come holidays, sunshine and the     

garden looking    colourful and pretty. We need to get on with things now so we 
can enjoy those days ahead. 

The seasons are such a powerful feature of our lives. I have heard someone from 
Kenya saying they have beautiful days every day and they forget how beautiful 
they are because there is no contrast between seasons ï not so here! 

Christians have seasons for worship purposes and this is the height of seasonal 
change. Weôve had the bright days of Christmas; and then the happy reflective 
days of Epiphany when we think about Christ being identified by people outside 
his family [the Three Kings and so on]. On 18th Feb, the season of Lent started 
with a service of penitence when clergy place an ashen cross on peopleôs        
foreheads as a sign of their repentance - óNow is the healing time decreed/for sins 
of heart and word and deed.ô  This is a drab time, with no decoration or flowers in 
church and Christians feeling the approach of Holy Week when we remember 
Christôs mock trial, his walk to his death carrying his own cross and then his    
crucifixion. 

And then itôs Easter Sunday (on 5th April) and a day of great joy, followed by the 
day when Christ rose to be in Heaven (14th May) and soon after that it is         
Pentecost (24th May) when we celebrate the day when the Holy Spirit came to the 
Apostles and they ñtook offò on their ministry. Thatôs when the Christian faith 
and church began to develop separately from its Jewish origin.  

Christ is often described as the light of the world, lighting up our lives and    
showing us the way of faith. Easter Sunday and the days after are like the best 
days of summer for Christian worship ï lots of light and joy.  

There is evidence of a revival of interest in Christian beliefs and faith and in the 
Christian life, especially among young adults and in major cities. We saw it here 
at Christmas when there were large numbers at the seasonal events and services. 
It will probably be the same at Easter. Please do join in then and feel the warm 
glow of Christôs light ï it will be summer in our hearts even if not quite yet     
summer in the garden. 

William King. 
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Groups at St.Bartsðall very welcome 
   Toddler Praise   Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church  
(term time only).   0-4 year olds and parents and carers are       
welcome at our informal group on Tuesday mornings in 
Maresfield Church for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, 
craft, toys and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no 
charge for the group, but  donations to running costs are welcome. 
No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 This group is for Dads/Grandads and their  children/
grandchildren aged  0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots 
is an  opportunity spend time with your children, get 
to know other Dads and enjoy  unlimited coffee/tea 

and some breakfast.  We have snacks for the children and bacon/
sausage sandwiches for dads.   Dads and Tots runs from  9-
10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.  See website for next 
www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com    

Flourish.    How do we live our best lives?   If youôre in year 
4 upwards you are welcome to join us at Flourish to find out 
more about the big story of the Bible and how it helps us 
know ourselves and God better. We play games, eat dinner 
and dive into Godôs amazing story every Wednesday from   

 5.30-6.30 at Maresfield church. Ask Claudia for more         
 information at claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com   

 St.Barts Community Caf®.    Every Wednesday from 9amð12       
noon.     Come and join us for lively chatter, good company,      
regular talks/demonstrations, crafts and so much more and all    
enjoyed with coffee/tea, cake etc.   All free,  donations appreciated 
but not  essential     

    Connections.   Are you a local woman looking to make real 
friends? This warm and welcoming group offers relaxed events 
where local women can meet and get to know each other.  
The events often include a meal and a guest speaker, speaking on  
the theme of friendship and or faith.  Contact Alison for more 
information:  alimcbrien@gmail.com 

 

 TLC Bereavement Group.   We get together on the first Friday of 
the month.  This is a joint venture between Maresfield and Nutley 
Churches and we are currently meeting at Nutley Church Hall      
between 2-3:30pm.    TLC is for anyone who has suffered 
loss.  We hope TLC will be a place of community and support for 
those who are  suffering bereavement.        

   Contact Pauline on 07751729049 
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East Sussex Council Update 

 

   Unremitting Rain.   Everyone is fed up with the constant rain. 
   The roads are in a dreadful state and often the potholes are       
   covered with water so they are more hazardous than usual. 
 
   The Highways team are inundated with problems and working 
   hard to solve them. At the time of writing, their priority is helping 
   people whose homes are flooded. My inbox is full of new           
   instances of potholes, flooding and deteriorating surfaces. We 
   will  do our best to solve as many issues as possible. 
 
I accept that we have underinvested in roads for a long time but climate change is 
very real and is apparently advancing much more quickly than expected by scientists. 
In my view we should be changing the focus of the climate change debate. Iôve been 
sceptical for some time that increases in CO2 emissions, which account for 0.04% of 
the atmosphere, are the only or main cause of the change. What seems abundantly 
clear is that the UK, generating perhaps 1% of the worldôs emissions, cannot impact 
the change while China, India and The United States do little. There is no point in 
bankrupting our economy with the highest electricity prices in the world whilst other 
countries thrive. 
 
We should change our focus to building resilience by improving drainage systems 
and bolstering flood defences with sensible measures to collect more rainwater. 
 
The Wealden Local Plan.    A new Plan is going out for consultation and it is a    
disaster for our villages. When first elected as a councillor in 2007, my priority was to 
protect the rural nature and environment of our village communities. In the Planning 
strategy I submitted in 2013, the aim was to build 450 houses per year and prevent 
any development within 7 kilometres of the Forest. The courts overturned this in 2015 
although developers were required to pay contributions for environmental              
improvements. Now the government insists on a target of over 1500 houses per year. 
I fear if implemented we will become one large suburban mass. 
 
The Wealden Plan includes the large Owlsbury scheme of 1500 homes near Little 
Horsted. It may be only an option but it is there in the Plan. If it is there it gains     
momentum and will be difficult to stop. I accept that we need homes which local  
people can afford but this should not be achieved by concreting over our precious 
green space. 
 
In my view, The Plan should have concentrated building near the A22/A27 junction 
with better transport links, infrastructure and more job opportunities. 

    

(Continued on page 11) 
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                                    Wealden District Council Report 

Local Plan consultation 
The consultation on the revised parts of the draft Local Plan will be about half way 
through when you read this.  If you missed the exhibitions in Maresfield and Uckfield, 
you can see it in Heathfield on 26th February or Frant on 12th March, or online here. 
Links to the plan documents, online exhibition and exhibition details are here - https://
www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/new-local-plan/.  
Your comments should be made here - https://consult.wealden.gov.uk/kse/ - but can 
also be made by email to planningpolicy@wealden.gov.uk or by post if online is not 
for you. All comments must be received by 20th March to be taken into account. 

Help for local businesses 
Wealden Council has teamed up with the County Council to commission free help for 
local high street and small businesses from The High Street Experts to provide       
tailored advice to businesses about issues such as attracting customers, planning 
ahead, online presence, confident use of social media, graphic design, better shop  
window displays and how to set realistic goals. You can access the advice (which, as 
Iôve said, is free) and see more details here :                                                                         
   https://www.thehighstreetexperts.com/wealden-retail-support . 

Local Government Reorganisation 
The governmentôs plan to reorganise local government by having the whole of Sussex 
and Brighton divided into between 3 & 5 unitary authorities under a mayor is proving 
damaging to local democracy and your right to vote. First, the election for East Sussex 
County Council was cancelled last year. It should have taken place in May this year 
instead, but the government has now cancelled that. Secondly, the mayor was        
supposed to be elected this May but that has been put off for two years, to May 2028. 
Thirdly, despite not having a mayor, an unelected group of councillors will come   
together this May, be given a large budget by the government and start work as a 
mayoral authority. I have no idea what it will do ï we havenôt been told.   The group 
will be made up of 2 councillors from each of East & West Sussex County Councils 
and Brighton and Hove City Council. Voting will be by majority with no casting vote, 
so the councillors from the 2 county councils who should have faced re-election last 
year and are escaping that again this year ï at their request - will have control. When 
the government revealed its plans in December 2024 it claimed that power was being 
devolved. There was a lot of doubt about that and itôs now clear that the reverse is true 
ï power is being centralised (in one of the most centralised electoral democracies in 
the world) and democracy is being sidelined.  
 
 
Ian Tysh  Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 

 

 

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/new-local-plan/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/new-local-plan/
https://consult.wealden.gov.uk/kse/
mailto:planningpolicy@wealden.gov.uk
https://www.thehighstreetexperts.com/wealden-retail-support
mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 
At last the days are getting longer and as bulbs start to bloom in our    
parish there is a feeling that spring is around the corner. 

Draft Local Plan:  By the time this newsletter goes to press Wealden 
District Council will have started the consultation process on the revised 
sections of their draft Local Plan. This is an important stage in shaping 

the future of our district, including housing, infrastructure, and environmental       
policies. We encourage all residents to review the proposals and submit their views. 
The Parish Council will also be reviewing the draft and responding to ensure our 
communityôs voice is heard. 

Connectivity:  The Parish Council continues to press for improvements in mobile 
phone coverage and broadband internet access. Reliable connectivity is essential for 
both homes and businesses, and we are actively seeking commitments from providers 
and relevant authorities to bring all areas of the parish up to modern standards. We 
will keep residents updated on any progress or new initiatives in this area. 

Water outages in Nutley:  The Parish Council wrote a strongly worded letter to 
South East Water regarding the lack of management and communication during the 
January water outages.  It was unacceptable to expect residents to make a 16 mile 
round trip to get water from the collection points in East Grinstead and                  
communications during that time were infrequent and often inaccurate. 

Potholes and Road Issues:  The roads in the parish have been badly affected over the 
winter months by some very cold weather and excessive rain fall. If you spot          
potholes, damaged signs, or other road-related issues, please report them directly via  
Report a pothole / live.eastsussexhighways.com or report issues to the Parish     
office. 
Maresfield Recreation Ground:  We are hoping that the next stage of the car park 
improvements at the Recreation Ground will commence in March, weather             
permitting. 

The Annual Parish Assembly will be held at Maresfield Village Hall on Tuesday 

26th May 2026 at 7.30 pm.  We will advertise the details nearer the time but please do 

put this date in your diaries. 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/    

http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  

And you can also follow the Parish Council on Facebook. 

Martin Craddock (Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council) 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Maresfield Conservation Group 

This ceaseless wet weather we have had over the last few 
weeks has had an    impact on work the footpath group 
have been undertaking, we have had to cancel several 

Wednesdays because it is not healthy or safe to work in muddy conditions. 

However we have started to remove the winter debris, mud and leaves from    
footpaths central to the village making it safe for walkers. With spring fast       
approaching I am sure we will be inundated with work once the brambles and 
bracken start growing. 

Can I remind you of the annual MCG Quiz which takes place in the Village Hall 
on Saturday 7th March at 7:30pm. Itôs always a popular event so, to avoid   
disappointment, buy your tickets in advance. Email                                 
maresfieldconservation@gmail.com 

The 2026 MCG Photo Competition is open for entries with a Ã50 prize for the 
top photograph taken in Maresfield Parish. The twelve best photos of landscapes, 
wildlife or village scenes taken through the year will be used for the 2027 
Maresfield Calendar, with all profits going to charity. Find all the details and how 
to enter on the MCG website. 

As mentioned last month, weôll be launching a new Maresfield History         
Resource website in the spring ï if you have any old photos or memories of 
Maresfield, then please email them to history@maresfield.org 

Bruce Milton 

mailto:history@maresfield.org
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(Continued from page 6) 

Devolution.   There is an update on the governmentôs proposals for devolution. 
This is about creating  a Mayor for Sussex. It is not the same as Local Government 
Reorganisation in which the County, District and Borough councils will be      
abolished and replaced by  unitary authorities. We do not yet know the shape of 
this. The government currently says that it will make an announcement on this in 
March.  

Devolution was originally based on a Sussex Mayor being elected in 2026 and the 
establishment then of this new unitary which would take over strategic tasks and 
several of the County Council responsibilities. 

The government has now delayed Mayoral elections until 2028 against             
Conservative party wishes.  We were ready to fight this election in May 2026 and 
had started campaigning. Despite this delay the government has insisted on the 
setting up of what is called a Combined County Authority. This will lay the      
foundations for the Mayoralty and after it is established in March will gradually 

taken on the powers eventually to be held by The Mayor. In this period from 2026 
to 2028, this new body will probably consist of two representatives from each of 
West Sussex, East Sussex and Brighton and Hove. 

 
    Roy Galley         cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk )           01825713018  
 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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News from Chequers  

 
I hope you have all had a great start to 2026. We have a very exciting couple of 
months planned here so let me tell you all about it.  
 
Saturday 28th February, mark this in your diaries, we have a live band on from 
8.30pm through until late. Band of Dads will be joining us to kick start our live 
music Saturdays. No need to book tickets just come in, grab a seat and enjoy the 
music.  
 
We will then be doing live music the last Saturday of every month from then on. 
Look out for who we have booked for the 28th March, posters up in the pub and 
on our socials. 
 
Mothers day isnôt far away now, so why not treat your mum or the mother figure 
in your life to a meal here with us. On Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th March from 
12pm ï 8pm, Ã20 per person for a 2 course meal and Ã27 for 3 courses.  
We do suggest booking sooner rather than later for mothers day as we get booked 
up fast. Call us on 01825 749970, then to speak to us just say ñspeak to hotel    
receptionò or book on our website.  
 
Hope to see you all soon. 
 
From Kellie and The Chequers Team. 
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ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊ      

ƎŜƴƛǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ          

ƛƳǇǊŜǎŀǊƛƻΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5Ωhȅƭȅ /ŀǊǘŜΦ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊŜŜΦ   ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ϻу ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

tƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ όо ƘƻǳǊǎύ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ CǊŜŜ ǘŜŀΣ ŎƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ ōƛǎŎǳƛǘǎ ŀƊŜǊ 

ǘƘŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΦ 
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 

2025 
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Sussex Wildlife TrustðA badgers brave new world 
By Kerry Williams: Communications Officer - Conservation 

 
The Badger is a UK icon. Our largest predator, this               
monochrome mustelid is a star of the classics; Wind in the    
Willows, Beatrix Potter, and a certain well-known charityôs 
logo. Often misunderstood, they are also loved by many, and 

some would argue thereôs not much better than a Badger, except perhaps, a Badger 
cub.  
Deep in the sett, the Badger burrow, cosy chambers are lined with vegetation          
collected by the females. Cubs are born around February, but tiny stripey noses donôt 
peek out for 12 weeks, when they emerge in spring. Itôs a big new world to explore, 
and stranger than it once was.  
 
Their ancestors would have trundled about acres of ancient woodland; towering     
veterans and thick, sheltered understorey. Ventures into wildlife-rich farmland would 
have been commonplace for plentiful omnivorous feasts of insects, fruits, and juicy 
worms slurped from thick, fertile soil. Without trying, children may have spotted 
these Badgers for real, on summer evenings humming with          biodiversity.  
 
For these new cubs, itôs a different story, where invertebrates are often scarce, soil 
hard, and movement restricted. Seasons have shifted, weather is more erratic, and 
precious habitats rarer. Itôs a story where thousands of their kin come to undignified 
ends on our busy roads, pesticides kill off much of the food, and the future of the  
family sett is unsure. 
  
But the former isnôt a fable, itôs a reminder. 
It is possible that these cubs, tumbling unexpectedly out of woodland boundaries, 
might not be met with hot, confusing concrete, but buzzing wildflower road  verges; a 
heads up for the danger ahead. They might cross these risky highways via green  
wildlife bridges. They could travel with confidence through well-connected gardens 
and urban green spaces, staying safe along dense hedgerows and taking respite in  
deliberately dark nocturnal pockets.  
 
They might once again take advantage of a bulging buffet, in our unmown and        
pesticide-free parks and lawns, in deep field-side buffer strips and in reinvigorated 
sickly-sweet native Bluebell woodland. We could better appreciate and understand 
Badger behaviour and needs, engage and connect communities, and inspire a younger 
generation. Their habitats could be fiercely protected, and their setts saved.  
 
It sounds idyllic, but it doesnôt have to be fiction - itôs 

achievable and in reach. We can reset our expectations, 

recreate those lost habitats, and rewrite the story for our 

Badgers.  
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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