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ESTATE AGENTS  •   87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ

We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.

This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts 

are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled 
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.

Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible 
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.

We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559      www.vincetaylortofts.com

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be 
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services 
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions before entering 

into any contract.
NB: Not all services may be available under Covid-19 restrictions - please check 

with individual advertisers.
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The Rector writes
Much of the news recently has been dominated by 
the sad passing of Prince Philip. I don’t pretend to 
have known all that much about him prior to his 
death, but have enjoyed reading the stories that have emerged. It’s common 
when someone dies, especially at the funeral, to learn things about a person 
we never knew.  Sometimes they have been involved in significant events, but 
often it is the little things we discover that have the most value.
One of the stories of Prince Philip I enjoyed reading was when a lady called 
Margaret had been invited to dine at the palace. She had been injured in the 
Brighton bombings and was partially paralysed. She was terrified of going 
to the palace because she had trouble with cutlery (you can imagine how 
particular she thought the occasion would be).  They phoned the palace about 
this and were assured all would be well. When she arrived, to her horror, she 
found out she was sitting next to Prince Philip! But, upon the arrival of the 
food, Prince Philip passed his cutlery back to the footman and started to eat 
with his fingers, giving Margaret permission to do the same.
I like this story because it is an example of someone with great power and 
position choosing to identify with an individual and making (a degree) of 
sacrifice in order to enable her to feel welcome at the table  If only we heard 
more stories of powerful people acting like this.
A tremendous verse from the Bible is from the book of Hebrews, chapter 3, 
verse 16: “So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we 
will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.”
God invites us, not to Buckingham Palace, but to him in all his heavenly 
splendour. We can do this boldly, not because of who we are, but because he 
is a gracious God who done something amazing by sending Jesus.
Although he was fully God, he came to us, identifying with us in our humanity, 
entering our broken world and offering us grace and relationship with God.  
He didn’t just give up his cutlery to eat with people, he came into the world as 
a servant, taking on human nature.
I wonder what you/who you think of, when you think about God?  Some of us 
might be tempted to think of him as grumpy and aloof personality far away.  
What do we find in the Gospels, the eye-witness testimony of Jesus? Yes, 
we meet the sovereign Lord who is holy and infinite. However, we also see 
someone of great power drawing alongside the struggling, the weak, the sick, 
the mourning, the outcast. We meet a God of goodness and compassion.
Ultimately, Jesus went to the cross to serve humanity; giving his life so that 
we might know his friendship and forgiveness.

Jesus is good.  If you’ve ever wondered what God is like, can I encourage you 
to look to him? If you’ve ever wondered whether God might be interested in 
you, look to him.  If you’d like to find out more about him, please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch.  No matter who we are, if we follow Jesus, we can approach 
God boldly and without fear.

God bless , Ben

MARESFIELD IN BLOOM

Please join the St Bartholomew’s Church team and make 
Maresfield “Blooming Marvellous’ this summer with a window 

box, hanging baskets, pretty borders, teddy bear picnic... 
the ideas are endless.

Please let Angie know if you have something special to highlight on 
the village walks. Sheets can be collected from The Chequers, the 

Post Office and the village shops from 17th May.
Join us for a service of Thanksgiving at 11.15am on Sunday 27 June 
on the Maresfield Recreation Ground, followed by a picnic lunch 

with family quiz and tea and cakes.
Dignitaries including Lord Lieutenant St Peter Field, 

Nus Ghani MP, local Councillors, the Artists Rifles and officers 
from 5 (Maresfield) Squadron, 11 Signal Regiment 

will be in attendance.
For more information and to join the team 

please contact Angie on 07745 479409 
or admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

mailto:admin%40maresfieldandnutleychurches.com?subject=
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Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica 

and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.
Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768  www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

St Bartholomew’s 
CUP CAKE STALL

Fridays in the Church car park 3-5pm
14th May
28th May

18th June
2nd July

Baked and sold by volunteers

CHURCH SERVICES 
at St Bartholomew’s

Stay up to date via  
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

www.facebook.com/maresfieldchurch

We are delighted to be able to welcome you 
to services in St Bartholomew’s Maresfield 

at 11.15am every Sunday.
You can also still join us online at 10.30am 

– view the live stream at 
maresfieldandnutleychurches.com 

/live-stream.html
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Hendall is a beautiful and individual 
private venue, ideal for bespoke family 
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and

receptions, corporate events, exhibitions, 
classical concerts and charity fund raising 

events. The historic buildings include 
holiday accommodation in a generous 

medieval barn conversion.

info@hendall.co.uk  01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk

Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU 

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,

Fletching TN22 3TQ

St Bartholomew’s Cemetery Wall
Richard Newman, St Bartholomew’s Churchwarden, met a Civil & 
Structural Engineer on 6th April 2021 and walked the Cemetery wall 
in Maresfield High Street to ascertain whether it was unsafe in any 
way, what work would need to be carried out and when this would 
be required. The email extract below confirms the advice previously 
received that the wall is not a danger to pedestrians and not at risk of 
collapse.
The Churchwardens will continue to monitor the situation regularly.
EXTRACT FROM EMAIL: “As discussed, there has been some relatively 
minor disturbance to local areas of brickwork due to pressure from tree 
root activity and soil build up behind. However, this is by no means of 
sufficient proportions to give concern with regard to overall stability of 
the walls.”
  Signed by: Richard Newman (Churchwarden)
    Marian Filtness (Churchwarden)
    Rob Taylor (Fabric Committee)
  Dated:  13th April 2021

Play Bowls after lockdown
AFTER LOCKDOWN – PLAY BOWLS 

in a SAFE, SOCIAL and FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
The Isle of Thorns and District Bowls Club (RH17 
7DE) is a very, very friendly bowls club on the A275 at 
Chelwood Gate (in the Cat’s Protection grounds).

A warm welcome is extended to all who would like to play bowls in the 
heart of the Ashdown Forest.   It is great fun and players, with or without 
previous experience, are very welcome. All you need are some flat-soled 
shoes. We will provide all other equipment. Please call me to arrange 
a time for you to come up to the Club and try bowls in a safe outdoor 
environment.  
Contact Barbara Bird for more information:
barbarabird20@gmail.com or 01342 323861 / 075130 47981
https://www.iotbowls.co.uk/

https://www.iotbowls.co.uk/
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Maresfield Conservation Group
SITUATIONS (no longer) VACANT
It is with great pleasure, and immense relief, I am able to report that John 
Smith, our Treasurer, has offered to continue in this role for the time being as 
he was unhappy about leaving us without a replacement having been found.  
In the meantime we live in hope that someone in the near future will come 
forward to take on this vital and important role!  
I will continue my role as Chairman until July this year when hopefully we will 
be able to hold an AGM and another Chairman elected.  
We have held our first executive committee meeting since October ’20.  This 
took place on Wednesday 14th April at 7pm.  It was held outside, limited to 
six people with all current Covid 19 restrictions observed.  
One of the subjects for discussion was the forthcoming ‘Maresfield in Bloom’  
event being organised by the church.  This is due to be held on Sunday 27th 
June.  We, the MCG will be giving our support by donating and organising 
floral displays in various locations in the village.  If you happen to have any 
planters or hanging baskets you longer need, then please do let us know as 
I’m sure we could make them look beautiful and full of colourful floral displays 
once again!

WEBSITE & MEMBERSHIP
We are most grateful to the vast majority of MCG members for their continued 
support and for taking the trouble to ensure that their annual subscriptions 
for 2020/21 were paid. In this difficult period it has not been appropriate for 
our collectors to go round knocking on the doors of members who were not 
subscribing by standing order. It was therefore gratifying to see, how many 
who usually subscribe by cash to their collector, switched to standing orders. 
Others chose to send cheques by post or by cash delivered directly. 
Unfortunately a number of members, for whatever reason, did not make their 
annual subscriptions for the year. No doubt some of these members may have 
now left the village. We do however hope that the others will continue to 
show their support for our objectives. Our collectors will, if fully vaccinated, 
masked and observing social distancing,  be doing their rounds later in the 
year and we look forward to all members in the village making their usual 
subscriptions.
Our website has continued to receive a lot of visitors over the year. We hope 
that you find the site interesting and informative. If anybody wishes to have 
a look at the site, but would like some guidance on how to navigate it, then 
our webmaster is always ready to help. Just contact Stan on 0182 576 2933.

About half of our members have registered email addresses with MCG which 
has enabled us to circulate various pieces of information to them, including 
about Coronavirus matters. If you have not already given us an email address, 
then please consider doing so. It will not be passed to any other person or 
organisation and will only be used for matters of interest to MCG members.

VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY 
This event took place on Friday 26th, Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th March 
2021 
A record number of 30 volunteers helped with this Spring Clean-up weekend, 
collecting litter as well as washing the White Posts on the High Street by the 
Church. Many from the village have expressed their thanks and said what 
an improvement it makes. Several residents also pick up litter on an ongoing 
basis and this is greatly appreciated.
Once again, many thanks go to Sheila Cumming for organising this event and 
congratulations on making it the best ever. Well done.

FOOTPATHS
With the (small) reduction in lockdown restrictions generally there has been 
a similar reduction in the restrictions on footpaths work. We are now allowed 
to tackle clearance work but not any repairs or construction.
Monday 5th April was our first outing when six fallen trees (ranging from quite 
small to fairly large) were cleared from five footpaths. Wednesday 7th was a 
‘spit and polish’ day clearing lichen and road grime from the village gates and 
traffic signs. By 14th we were venturing into the Parish area cleaning over one 
year’s deposits of road grime from finger posts and road signs. 
At Lampool Roundabout two of the group cut back the bramble, gorse and 
bracken growth to reveal the grass verge that had almost been forgotten. This 
is a considerable improvement to the approach to the village.         

Keep safe and well.
Kind regards,

Pat Palmer - Chairman, MCG
Tel: 01825 764804 or 07770 745519

Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Registered Charity No: 1104136  Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org
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dmc partnership
Chartered Accountants
•	 Full	accounts	services	for	
companies,	sole	traders	

•	 and	partnerships
•	 Completion	of	Tax	Returns
•	 Capital	gains	and	retirement	
tax	planning

•	 Sage	set-up	and	payroll	
services
Why	not	call	to	arrange	an	

appointment	with	no	obligation	
at	our	offices?

Contact	Estelle	Sherlock
Office:	Forest	Row	—	01342	824181
Email:	estelle@dmcpartnership.com

KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

•	 Airport and cruise transfers
•	 Executive travel
•	 Theatres and concerts

07768 320084

•	 Special occasions
•	 Eurostar
•	 Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk info@kbexec.co.uk

Uckfield Music Club
Return of live classical music!

We are very pleased to announce 
that the gradual lifting of Covid 
restrictions means that live 
music can return to St Margaret’s 
Church in Buxted this summer. 
The Uckfield  Music Club (now 
in its 77th year!) has arranged 
a wonderful series of summer 
events, really something to look 
forward to after this difficult year.   
All necessary precautions will be 

followed and – in line with the latest regulations – numbers will be limited for 
the May and June concerts of  the season, so all tickets will need to be booked 
in advance.

The season will open on Thursday 20 May with the piano duo of Julian 
Jacobson and Mariko Brown. This is an ensemble of rare distinction: a recent 
review in the Telegraph online said “it came as balm to the soul to encounter 
some real sensitive music making.”   The duo will play music by Mozart, Ravel 
and Debussy, ending with the  virtuoso transcription by Julian Jacobson of 
Gershwin’s “An American in Paris.”

On 17 June the Club will welcome one of Britain’s leading musicians: violinist 
Madeleine Mitchell, a protege of Yehudi Menuhin. She will be accompanied by 
the Club’s new president, Professor Martin Butler. For the July concert we will 
welcome the acclaimed Marmen String Quartet in a concert including works 
by Mozart and Schubert. 

Full details of all concerts can be found on our website: 
www.uckfieldmusicclub.uk 

or phone the Club Secretary, Pat Week,  on 01825 733254  
Tickets to each concert are £15; a season ticket to all 3 concerts is just £30.

DON’T FORGET...
You can join us at online church services (and view recent services) at 

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/live-stream.html

http://www.uckfieldmusicclub.uk
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Rick Blackman Gardening
Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens

Mowing • Strimming •  Hedge-cutting •  Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding

Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken
07810 453122

Fully insured work to BS3998

rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01825 769681  Mob. 07869 270353

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Felling
Pruning
Planting

Stump Removal

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties, 

Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.

For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

Thursday 13 May at 2pm - Provenance Matters
Lecturer: James Butterwick
With the opening of Russia 
post-glasnost came a huge surge of 
interest in the Russian avant-garde. 
Previously-unknown artists, Malevich, 
Popova, Filonov, Kliun and Lissitsky 
among them, became famous and 
much sought-after by the new 
Russian-buying public. With their 
reappearance, however, came an 
industrial-scale level of faking of their 
pictures, together with other artists of 
the period, often with the connivance, unwitting or otherwise, of experts. 
Reputed specialists have estimated that as many as 95% of pictures on the 
market are unacceptable to any leading auction house, museum or dealer. 
This lecture will examine the evidence for and against such paintings, usually 
devoid of provenance and exhibition history, including attempts to sneak 
them under the radar through exhibitions in Western institutions, or using 
the Western judicial system and fake news to help “legalise” the works.
The various attempts by specialists untainted by scandal to cleanse the market 
will also be examined, with special attention paid to the 2017 exhibition of 
Russian avant-garde at the Ghent Museum of Fine Arts which was closed by 
Belgian Police.
James Butterwick began collecting and selling Russian art in 1985 and has 
established himself as one of the world’s leading experts. 
James acts as a source of museum-quality paintings with flawless provenance 
of both the Russian and European School and has access to all the leading 
experts, private collections and museums in any area of the arts. He travels 
regularly to Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan where, in October 2013, he 
opened an exhibition of leading Impressionist paintings.
We look forward to hearing what we should look for when 
buying our next Russian artwork!
Our lectures are currently available to members via Zoom. If 
you would like to join please contact our Membership Secretary 
on 01892 663388 or email ADFASnews@gmail.com.

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
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Food waste and its effect on climate change
Do you love your food? Food is something that unites us all. Food is something 
that is lovingly grown, prepared and then eaten with delight. It is essential to 
our existence, it can be a luxury or a comfort. Then why do we throw so much 
food in the bin every day? Why do we waste so much of our hard-earned 
money not eating what we bought? It hurts our purse, and it hurts the planet. 
If food waste were a country, it would have the third biggest carbon footprint 
after the USA and China. In the UK 8.3 million tons of food is wasted by 
households each year. This means wasted CO2 from production and extra 
methane from landfill.
We all throw away uneaten food: mouldy bread, off milk, rotting vegetables, 
black bananas and scraps from our plates. This wasted food has a double 
impact on the environment. Firstly, the CO2e (Carbon Dioxide equivalent 
which includes other greenhouse gases) released through producing that food 
has gone to waste. With 30% of global greenhouse emissions coming from 
food growing and processing, that’s a serious problem. Secondly, most of that 
food waste goes to landfill where its decomposition produces methane, a 
major greenhouse gas. Wasted food is also bad for your family finances. What 
can we all do? Is there an easy solution? Yes. 

Buy less food
Don’t buy more than you need. Making a shopping list and planning meals 
before shopping helps you to buy just what is needed so none goes to waste. 
Check your store cupboard so you don’t buy things you already have.

Reheat and reuse
Eating up leftovers is a good way to reduce the amount of food that gets 
wasted. Leftover food is perfect for making curries and casseroles etc. Be 
careful to reheat carefully and never reheat more than once. If leftovers can’t 
be used within a couple of days, then freeze them for use later.

Improve food storage
Food is often wasted because it isn’t stored properly. Follow packet storage 
instructions. Keep leftover food in a sealed container or tightly wrapped bag. 
Reseal opened packets carefully or transfer to an airtight container. Keep the 
fridge temperature at or below 4ºC. The freezer temperature should be -18ºC. 

Compost
If you have space for a compost bin, composting allows plant based food 
waste to be converted into nutrient-rich organic fertiliser for gardening.

Climate Change Interest Group 
Sponsored by Maresfield Parish Council

Understand food labelling
Keep an eye on the dates on your food, making sure you eat the oldest first. 
There is usually a ‘Use Before date’ which means the food should be thrown 
out after that date, or a ‘Best Before date’ which is simply advisory. Canned 
food can last for years, old bread can be rescued by toasting, providing it isn’t 
mouldy, and fruit and vegetables can be rescued by cutting off any bad parts.

Shop responsibly
Shop at places that practice responsible waste management. Customers can 
encourage grocery chains to support local food banks. You can also reduce a 
store’s waste (and save money) by buying from the ‘reduced’ section.

Consider eating less meat
It’s better for your health, and cheaper too. Beef has the highest emission per 
kg produced with 60 kgCO2e, followed by lamb with 24 kgCO2e. Pork and 
poultry have fewer emissions with 7 kgCO2e. On average, emissions from 
plant-based foods are 10 to 50 times lower than animal-based types. 
Useful website: www.lovefoodhatewaste.com

Buy local
Food transport, packaging and processing make up 6% of CO2e emissions 
from rich countries. In the UK, food-related emissions are as follows:-
•	 Transport: 12%   Local food travels shorter distances than large store food.
•	 Packaging: 7%  Local food generally has less packaging, although 

supermarkets have made some changes to improve this.
•	 Processing: 12%  Generally, the more ingredients, the higher the 

emissions. Cook meals from scratch where possible.
•	 Growing: 45%  Here eating local doesn’t make much difference, we need 

to eat seasonally as well. 
NB: The remaining 23% comes from home cooking, catering and retail activity.

Avoid air-freighted food
Air-freighted food is a disaster for the environment. The CO2e emissions for 
transporting one ton of food for one mile is roughly:
25g by train; 48g by boat; 297g by lorry; 1527g by plane
How our food is transported has a bigger impact than how far it travels, 
although obviously the shorter the distance the better. Shop locally where 
possible. Use farmer’s markets and local produce where it’s available. It is 
often fresher, straight from the grower and you support the local economy. 

Continued on page 19

http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
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The Climate Change Interest Group is made up of local people; our aim 
is to challenge Maresfield Parish residents to make changes in a variety 
of areas for the good of the environment. Our group meets, currently via 
Zoom, once per month and you are welcome to join our meetings. 
Please contact Nancy for details or with any feedback or suggestions you 
may have.  Email:  assistantclerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk

Continued from page 17

Eat seasonal food
Here’s the carbon footprint of 1 kg of tomatoes in the UK as an illustration:
0.4 kg CO2e - Organic grown locally outdoors in July
1.2 kg CO2e - Canned tomatoes
9.1 kg CO2e - Average tomatoes in a supermarket
50 kg CO2e - Organic, on the vine, commercially grown locally in March
So tomatoes can be both very low carbon and 
very high carbon, it’s all about the source and 
the season. Learn what is seasonal and get 
used to a varied, seasonal, home-cooked diet. 
Getting a good seasonal cookbook can help.
There are a few non-local, non-seasonal 
exceptions: Fairtrade bananas are easy to grow, 
easy to store and easy to ship, so are actually 
low carbon food. Another example is canned 
and frozen fruit and vegetables. Both have 
some emissions from packaging, transport and 
storage, but they are always grown in season. 

Data taken from the South East Climate Alliance website

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling 

and general building requirements
0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com

mailto:assistantclerk%40maresfieldparish.org.uk?subject=


22 23

Stitchability … by … Rachel
Classic style for the discerning lady
 Individual commissions, bespoke 

design service
Weddings •  christenings • daywear 

• alterations • vintage treasures 
transformed to wear today

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk

Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

Fletching Concert 
26th June 7.30pm

A very English organ
Peter Bassett 

Fletching Church
Saturday 26 June, 7.30pm

Exploring major influences on the 19th 
century English organ through the 
music of composers most played in 
recitals around the time of the Fletching 
organ (Forster & Andrews 1880)

This concert was due to take place in April 2020 but was postponed due 
to the lockdown.

When we go into a church we tend to take it for granted there will be 
an organ, often in the chancel, close to the choir stalls, or sometimes in 
a gallery on the west wall. This would not have been the case in most 
churches just two hundred years ago. However, by 1900 most churches 
had an organ, probably with two manual keyboards of equal length and a 
pedal board. What factors prompted this quite radical change? 

This concert programme has been designed to illustrate the various 
influences, from home and abroad, that had such a major impact on English 
organ design and English organ music during the 19th century. It includes 
pieces by Wesley, Bach, Mendelssohn, Guilmant, Elgar and Smart.

The Fletching instrument, a gift of Lord Sheffield, was produced at the 
peak of English organ building and boasts 17 stops and over 1000 pipes. 
It has remained largely unchanged over the years; as a result, it gives a 
very good representation of the original sound – not that of cathedrals or 
the large continental organs, but the distinctive English sound heard in so 
many parish churches.
The concert is free, with a retiring collection in aid of the diocesan 
charity Family Support Work; there will be an interval with 
refreshments available.
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Goodbye to landline phones

The hoary copper wires that 
have carried telephone and 
broadband for so many years are becoming rather pricey to maintain, not to 
mention tiresomely slow for broadband. 
The move to fibre-optic cables and the growth of mobile phone use are 
making the analogue phone look a bit antiquated, like wearing a top hat and 
tails to the cinema. BT are going to turn off the analogue telephone service 
in 2025 in their devotion to all things digital.  Since BT maintains the services 
that almost all other telephone providers use, this means that the analogue 
landline phone you plug into the wall will stop working then. Is that the end of 
your landline?  Well, not quite – but it will not be entirely the beast you have 
been used to.
The new telephone system will send your telephone calls skittering across the 
surface of your broadband supply as a variant of Voice Over Internet Protocol 
(VoIP). You can keep the same number, you may even get to keep the same 
telephone equipment if you’re enthusiastic – there are comments about 
supplementing routers with an additional socket for your phone. 
On the benefits side, you can potentially take your telephone number 
anywhere: on holiday, on your mobile and even to your new house when you 
move without the usual fuss of getting a new number.  On the downside, a 
power cut will interrupt your landline unless you support the router with an 
uninterruptible power supply (a fancy extension cable with built-in battery); 
and there are doubts about the overall security of VOIP communication 
compared with traditional phone lines.
Many people will not feel much impact now that mobile use has blossomed 
to its current average of 2.5 hours per day – a remarkable increase from the 
30 mins per day that was considered heavy usage in 2011. There may even 
be some cost savings when this broadband-only possibility is common place.
However, there are some potential pitfalls.  An obvious one affects the elderly 
who may not have broadband nor the experience to handle the vagaries of the 
digital life-style, such as routers that periodically lose their marbles.  A kind 
gift might be a timer plug that automatically restarts the router occasionally 
to solve these simple glitches.  

Security and fire alarm systems are another area worth 
checking.  A common approach here is to supplement 
your existing system with a clever box that removes 
your reliance on the telephone. Instead, it uses both 
the local broadband supply and a mobile connection to 
send alerts.  Check with your supplier if they have been 
rather quiet on the subject.
Smaller businesses seem to have more exposure to this 
change.  It is time to make a list of where the old phone 
lines are used: faxes, retail terminals and telephone 
handsets are the usual suspects.  Armed with that list 
you can tackle your providers to get solutions in place 
and perhaps even encourage your provider to come up 
with something superior to your current deal.

Roger Lyon
rlcomputersolutions.co.uk	

The march of digital technology 
continues as BT counts down 
the days to the end of analogue 
telephone lines. What is it, why, 
and what difference does it make?  
Come with me…
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Parish Surveys
We are asking every household in the Parish to complete two surveys. This 
is to update our evidence base for the latest draft of our Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and also to inform our ongoing discussions with Wealden 
District Council as they consult the Parishes during the preparation of their 
new Local Plan. As I have written before these Plans will affect our Parish and 
especially Maresfield Village so your input is vital; the Parish Council needs 
to understand the views of parishioners so we can fully represent them to 
Wealden and reflect them in our NDP. 
The first survey is a General Survey and it should take only 12 minutes to 
complete, the second is about housing need and should take just 10 minutes. 
Please complete these online at www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/surveys. 
Paper copies are available on request from the Parish Clerk for those not able 
to access the surveys online - call 01825 714555 (closing date 31st May).

Annual Parish Assembly
We intend to convene the Annual Assembly as a Zoom meeting on the evening 
of May 20th. (Last year, you may remember the meeting had to be cancelled.) 
Please check on the Parish Council website for the latest information and how 
you can join the meeting.

Maresfield Recreation Ground Pavilion Refurbishment
Work to refurbish the Pavilion is now complete and the result is very 
impressive! Thanks are due to Cllrs Sheila Cumming and Laura Stevens-Smith 
who organised and supervised the project and thanks are due to our main 
contractor, Peter Penfold who has done an excellent job, as well as to Graham 
Parr of Mulbury Design who kindly drew up the plans for us free of charge.

Anti-social behaviour
Regretfully we are experiencing some serious (and illegal) anti-social behaviour 
by some young people in the evenings around the children’s play area as well 
as general litter problems at the Maresfield Recreation Ground. The MRG is a 
valuable community resource: please respect it. We will not hesitate to invoke 
the support of the appropriate authorities to help us maintain the MRG as a 
safe and enjoyable facility for our Parish.

Continued on page 23

Parish Council News

www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/surveys
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Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com

01825 740385 / 07738 627246

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.

We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains, 
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing  

wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.  

We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.
For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 

on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

Continued from page 21 

All meetings commence 7.30 pm and will be held remotely via Zoom.

Tuesday 4 May Annual Meeting of Full Council
Monday 10 May Planning Committee
Thursday 20 May Annual Assembly

Parish Council Meetings: May 2021

Junction of Nursery Lane with the A22 in Nutley
Nutley residents will be aware of this dangerous junction exacerbated by 
inconsiderate parking in front of the Village Shop. The Parish Council has 
tried in vain to get East Sussex Highways to recognise the problem and 
do something about it. Our County Councillor Roy Galley suggested that a 
Petition be raised, which he will present to the Leader of the County Council 
to try and get some action to find a solution. This has attracted good support 
in Nutley and we look forward to a positive result.

Parish Council Website
Our website has recently been completely overhauled and re-launched. Please 
visit it at www.maresfieldparish.org.uk not just to complete the Surveys 
(see above) but also to learn more about our Parish Council and our Parish 
Community. We would welcome any suggestions for further improvements 
including ideas for additional information and links. We wish to make it the 
“go-to” site for all your local information needs and links.

Useful links
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/  http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/    https://www.ashdownforest.org/ 

And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock 
Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

If you feel in need of prayer, do visit our website where you can make 
prayer requests and let us know how you are.  You are welcome to leave 
your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.   

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
http://www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html
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I put on my glasses and raised the jar up to the storeroom’s light bulb and only 
then could I make out the anemone, a miniscule, thin squiggle suspended 
in the solution. After giant Moa bones and mummified Dodos there was no 
disguising my disappointment. I had harboured a hope that maybe I could be 
the man to gallantly re-discover Ivell’s Sea Anemone in Widewater lagoon. 
The fact that I couldn’t re-discover it in a jar two inches from my face didn’t 

inspire me with confidence. 
Undaunted, I carried on my quest and, armed 
with a snorkel, a faulty torch and an inflatable 
lilo in the shape of crocodile I bravely waded 
into Widewater. You’ll find the rest of this story 
and many more of my adventures in my new 
book ‘Gone: A search for what remains of the 
world’s extinct creatures’, published on 27 April 
and available everywhere.

Michael Blencowe
Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex 

Wildlife Trust
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats 
throughout Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over 
half a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural heritage.  
Please consider supporting our work.  As a member you will be invited to join 
Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, 
discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, 
Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

Searching for extinct animals
A wonderful museum lurks 
unassumingly on Brighton’s Dyke 
Road, the tree-lined residential 
avenue that connects the city 
to the rolling chalk hills of the 
South Downs. It was here, in the 
illuminated cabinets and cases of 
The Booth Museum of Natural 
History, that my story started. 
A display of the bones, eggs, fur 
and feathers of extinct animals 
reconnected me to my childhood 

obsession with lost species. It was the starting point for a journey which led 
me deep into the caves of New Zealand looking for the bones of the mighty 
extinct Moa – birds which stood over 12 feet tall. I hike mountain ranges in 
search of the South Island Kōkako, a bird known as the ‘Grey Ghost’; which 
some believe may still exist. In San Francisco I seek the remaining sand 
dunes where the diminutive Xerces Blue butterfly once flew and in a dimly 
lit museum storeroom, I am a granted an audience with the holiest of extinct 
relics – the mummified head of the legendary Dodo. Although my quest leads 
me to Copenhagen, Helsinki, Paris and New York I was surprised to find that, 
if I was searching for extinct animals, there was a story right on my doorstep.  
Sussex was the last known 
whereabouts of Ivell’s Sea 
Anemone, declared extinct in 
1997. This delicate creature 
once existed in Widewater 
Lagoon near Shoreham and is 
known from nowhere else on 
the planet. Widewater’s faded 
information panel contains 
a drawing of this mythical 
beast. Grey and tubular, 
the illustration resembles a 
section of somebody’s small intestine or a really long sock with wiry tentacles 
poking out of one end.  
I headed off in search of the only remaining specimens of this species, stored 
deep in the basement of the Oxford University Museum of Natural History. 
Here I was handed a jar with a domed glass stopper. Inside the jar was a 
solution of 75% ethanol and floating in that ethanol was …nothing. 

Image: SophiEcoWild

Prayerwaves
Available from Maresfield and Nutley Churches: Prayerwaves
A daily email with Scripture readings, prayers and prayer requests for 

those in our villages or known to us personally who are in need. 

If you would like to receive this email, please contact Ben at  
vicar.maresfieldandnutley.protonmail.com

http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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Bags can be dropped off from 13th May


