MARESFIELD RECREATION GROUND
FETE OPENS 1.15pm

FREE ENTRY - CHARGE FOR PARKING

Refreshments • Plants • Cakes • Book stall
Children’s activities
Dog Show with seven classes • Entries
open 1.15pm, judging starts 1.45pm
Find out more on our Facebook page: Maresfield Jubilee Fete
General enquiries : Gillian Bullock – grtbullock@hotmail.co.uk
or Jo Lawrance – jo.lawrance63@gmail.com
Dog Show: Jackie Ralph – jackieralph1@hotmail.co.uk
Stall reservations: Harriet Ellis Smith – hazzaa86@hotmail.
co.uk
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ESTATE AGENTS • 87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ
We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.
This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts
are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.
Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.
We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559

www.vincetaylortofts.com

01825 508352
vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com
01825 762343
richardnewman21@hotmail.com

Marian Filtness

01825 762077
marian.filtness@gmail.com

Secretary

Angie Welton

07745 479 407
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

Treasurer

Simon Ashdown

07580 238 365
treasurer.maresfield@hotmail.com

Associate Vicar Rev Pauline Ingram 07751 729 049
revpingram@gmail.com
Mag Editor

Candy O’Donovan

editor@maresfieldchurch.org

Mag Delivery

Jessica Stopp

07805 978618
jsstopp@yahoo.com

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC.
The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions
before entering into any contract.
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The Associate Vicar writes
What a difference a kitchen makes!
On Maundy Thursday a number of us met together in
Maresfield church to share a simple supper. Our new
kitchen facilities meant we could enjoy hot soup and other lovely food.
We are so grateful for our new facilities which mean we can do much more in our
church building. We are very thankful to the many people who have generously
given time and money to make these new facilities a reality after many years of
planning. We hope that both Nutley and Maresfield churches will both offer more
hospitality to our villages in the coming months
But why did we meet for a meal on that Maundy Thursday evening?
We met to remember the Last Supper that Jesus had with his friends; which is a
very important part of our Christian story.
At his last Supper Jesus told his friends that he would die a terrible death – he
knew what was going to happen to him. He also told his friends that they should
remember the breaking of his body and the shedding of his blood, by sharing
bread and wine whenever they meet together in worship.
And therefore, at our Maundy Thursday supper, we also celebrated Holy
Communion as part of our meal.
At his Last Supper Jesus sat and ate with his friends yet he knew that Peter
would later deny him three times and Judas would betray him to the authorities.
Nevertheless, he loved them, he wanted them to be there and was willing to die
for them all – and for every one of us too.
At his last Supper Jesus took a towel and washed the feet of all his friends; this
was usually the menial job of a slave or servant. He did this to show that he was
humble and had come to save us and to serve us all. His kingdom has come but
Jesus serves, saves and rules with love; the commandments he gives are “Love
God” and “Love your neighbour as yourself” and he gives an example of how to
do it.
The next day was Good Friday and we gathered in church again to hear what
happened next, how Jesus died on the cross as he said he would. A sad and terrible
day and not ‘good’ at all, unless we realise that on Easter Sunday – the third day
– Jesus rose from the dead. Then we understand that Jesus had conquered death
by paying the price for our sin on the cross and he did it for love of me and you
and anyone who will believe in him – and what wonderful Easter celebrations we
had!

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements
All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting
Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com
01825 740385 / 07738 627246

Rev Pauline Ingram
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CHURCH SERVICES
at St Bartholomew’s
Morning Prayer takes place in St Bartholomew’s every
Monday at 9am (excluding bank holidays)

Rick Blackman Gardening

Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens
Mowing • Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding
Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken

SUNDAY 1 MAY 11.15am

All Age Service

SUNDAY 8 MAY 11.15am

Morning Worship

THURSDAY 12 MAY 10.00am
SUNDAY 15 MAY 11.15am
THURSDAY 19 MAY 10.00am

07810 453122

Midweek Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Midweek Holy Communion

SUNDAY 22 MAY 11.15am

Cafe Church

SUNDAY 29 MAY 11.15am

Joint Service in Maresfield

Maresfield Historical Society
Tuesday 24 May at 8pm, Maresfield Village Hall
AGM
All welcome, non members just £2.

Maresfield Lunch Club
The next Village Lunch will be in the Village Hall on

Thursday 5th May at 12.30pm
It would be very helpful if anyone Interested in joining us would let
us know in advance, to give us an idea of how many to cater for.
Please take a Lateral Flow Test beforehand if possible.

Ring Pat on 01825 769644 or email plangridge69@gmail.com
to book your place
We will naturally keep a register of everyone, and, of course,
anyone developing Covid symptoms shortly beforehand should not attend.
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Try BOWLS – you’ll love it!

Hendall is a beautiful and individual
private venue, ideal for bespoke family
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and
receptions, corporate events, exhibitions,
classical concerts and charity fund raising
events. The historic buildings include
holiday accommodation in a generous
medieval barn conversion.

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,
Fletching TN22 3TQ

info@hendall.co.uk 01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk

The Isle of Thorns and District Bowls Club (RH17 7DE) is
a very, very friendly bowls club on the A275 at Chelwood
Gate (in the Cats’ Protection grounds). A warm welcome is
extended to all who would like to try bowls in the heart of
the Ashdown Forest. It is great fun and all players, with or
without previous experience, are very welcome.
All you need are some flat-soled shoes. We will provide all other equipment.
Please call me to arrange a time for you to come up to the Club and try bowls
in a safe outdoor environment.

Contact Barbara Bird for more information:
barbarabird20@gmail.com or 01342 323861 / 075130 47981
https://www.iotbowls.co.uk/

Uckfield Folk Club

Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU

Upstairs at The Station Pub, Uckfield
Every third Tuesday of the month, at 8pm

Tuesday 17th May

We are delighted to welcome

CHALK HORSE MUSIC

Chalk Horse Music took their name from the hill figure
at Litlington. Their songs are inspired by local stories, myth,
landscape and legend, together with traditional English
and American folk songs.
All singers and musicians welcome – floor spots available, to be arranged
on the night, or just come and listen! Lots of space for social distancing.
Hat collection is held on guest nights,
a contribution of at least £7 is suggested.

Info: uckfieldfolkclub@gmail.com or 07788 994266
NB: There is a parking charge in the Station Car Park,
but free parking is available within walking distance
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Maresfield Conservation Group

White Feather Remembrance are here for your
celebration of life needs, from funerals to saying
your last goodbye to your loved one and
celebrating milestone occasions.
WFR dress venues, decorate rooms and
work with other local businesses to
provide the best unique and personal
goodbye service for you.

Contact Gail Fay on 07545 470646 or email
info@whitefeatherremembrance.com

We are a landscaping and general building company
based in East Sussex, specialising in artificial grass,
general groundworks and patios.
View our recent projects at facebook.com/ESLOLandscapes
07790 822 482

Call Stewart to discuss your needs on 07790 822 482
or email eslolandscapes@gmail.com

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor

Our Annual General Meeting will take place in the Village Hall on Tuesday 3
May at 7.30pm. This year, we have sent the agenda out to members via email.
The meeting is open to everyone so please do come along and hear about our
activities over the past 12 months, as well as some of our plans for the coming
year. Refreshments will be served once the meeting has closed.
Preparations are well underway for the Maresfield Jubilee Fete taking place on
the Recreation Ground on Sunday 12 June between 1.15pm and 5pm. We’re
delighted to announce the Fete will be opened by Kirsten Ramsay, restoration
expert and presenter on BBC1’s The Repair Shop. Organised in partnership with
Maresfield Church, we’re planning a traditional family event with a wide range of
activities including stalls, music, children’s games, a raffle and a dog show. There
will be a number of vendors serving food and drink throughout the afternoon.
We’ll be hosting a ‘Summer Cheese and Wine Evening’ on Saturday 2 July at
the Village Hall. More details to follow next month but, in the meantime, please
contact Bruce Milton for further details and tickets: Milton.family@tiscali.co.uk.
Finally, a really big ‘thank you’ to everyone who came along to help with the litter
picking on Saturday 9 April. We collected 15 bags of rubbish between us for
Keep Britain Tidy’s annual ‘Great British Spring Clean’. This has now gone off to
Newhaven to be recycled into green electrical energy.

Footpaths Group
In recent weeks, the Group has focused its activities in and around the village.
Before stepping down as Leader at the end of March, John Smith led us in clearing
the pedestrian path between Lampool Corner and the Blu Auto Garage, as well as
clearing the footpath on School Hill. We will miss John and wish him all the very
best for his retirement.
Since then, Bruce Milton has taken up the leadership role and we’ve continued
with our clearance work, including a fallen tree that had come down over a
footpath near Marshall’s Manor. Looking ahead, we are planning to clear some of
the growth at the base of the lime trees in the churchyard, as well as a fallen tree
on the footpath near Batts Bridge roundabout.
We are always looking for volunteers to help us so please do let us know if you’d
like to get involved. Currently we meet on a Wednesday morning between 9.30
and 12.30, weather permitting.

Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica
and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.

Jo Lawrance - Chairman, MCG

Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768 www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446
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Registered Charity No: 1104136

Tel: 07595 914701 or 01825 278332
Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org
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KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

07768 320084

• Airport and cruise transfers
• Executive travel
• Theatres and concerts

• Special occasions
• Eurostar
• Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk

info@kbexec.co.uk

Maresfield Woodlands Trust
As we are gradually seeing a glimmer of normality coming back to the country and
spring is not far away, Maresfield Woodlands Trust are starting to plan Bluebell
Day after a two year absence. This is an opportunity for everyone to come and
visit the woods, see the beautifulBbuebells and have some cake. This is being held
on 1st May between 2pm and 4pm.
Looking further ahead we are planning a face-to-face AGM later this year. We
have been unable to have the last two, so are looking forward to meeting in
person. All are welcome.
We have had a reduction in our membership over the last couple of years, so are
looking for new members to join us. If you would like to join the Trust then please
contact us on the details below.
Also we are still looking for volunteers to help maintain the woodland. If you have
some spare time and are interested in this, then please contact us.

Janice Somner/ Kay Wainwright Co-Chairs
07796 515117 / 07800 603398
maresfieldwoodlandstrust@gmail.com

dmc partnership

Chartered Accountants

• Full accounts services for
companies, sole traders
• and partnerships
• Completion of Tax Returns
• Capital gains and retirement
tax planning
• Sage set-up and payroll
services
Why not call to arrange an
appointment with no obligation
at our offices?
Contact Estelle Sherlock
Office: Forest Row — 01342 824181
Email: estelle@dmcpartnership.com
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bluauto. why go anywhere else?

Why trust your car

anywhere else?

Servicing

Tyres

Spread the cost of routine maintenance
with a Monthly Service Plan from just

£27 Per Month

FANTASTIC

SERVICE

Very helpful and friendly
staff, if I could give
more than 5 stars
I would.

• Full Service from £149

MOT

Brakes

• Interim Service from £99
Suspension

• MOT’s only £29 when booked with a service
• Air Conditioning Service from £59

Courtesy Car

• FREE Health Checks
Video
Inspections

• All Major Branded Tyres to suit all budgets

Book online at www.bluauto.co.uk
Free Wifi

60 cars in stock at our Retail Centre
in Uckfield or visit www.bluauto.co.uk
Service
Straight Half Mile,
Maresfield, TN22 3DN
01825 713600

Collection
& Delivery
Service

Sales
Ringles Cross,
Uckfield, TN22 1HE
01825 716222

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
Crowborough Community Centre
Pine Grove, Crowborough TN6 1FE

Thursday 12 May at 2pm
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park: Heart of a New City
Lecturer: Charlie Foreman

Image: Flickr

To celebrate the 10th anniversary
of the London Games, Charlie will
take us on a tour of the Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park and show
us the scale of change in East
London triggered by the 2012
Olympic and Paralympic Games.
The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in East London is one of the biggest new
pieces of cityscape that this country has ever grafted into an existing urban
environment. It’s a staggering achievement in design, architecture, landscaping,
urban planning and regeneration. Successfully stitched into its surroundings, it is
having the impact of a heart transplant stimulating the pulse of the East End with
new energy. And there’s more to come, as a new cultural quarter emerges from
the riverbank. This talk takes you on a journey from the choked backwaters and
fridge mountains on site before the Olympic Games, to the soon-to-be-realised
vision of a city centre in the East End that may one day counterbalance the pulling
power of the West.
London walking tour guide and lecturer, Charlie highlights the social, architectural
and artistic history of his home city. A member of the City of Westminster Guide
Lecturers Association, his talks focus on the forces that have shaped and changed
this multi-faceted metropolis and the cultural heritage that has given us.
Refreshments follow the lecture. Members free, Guests and Visitors £6. If you
would like to join, please contact our Membership Secretary on 01892 663388.
For any further information, contact our Secretary on 07884 428780..

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling
and general building requirements

0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com
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Parish Council News
Annual Parish Assembly
Our Annual Assembly will be held on the evening of Tuesday May 24th at 7 for
7.30 in the Fairwarp Village Hall. The Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner, Mrs
Katy Bourne OBE, has kindly agreed to be our speaker and I am sure she will also
be happy to hear Parishioners’ views and answer your questions. Please come
along to meet Katy that evening.

The Margery Pegg Award

The closing date for nominations for this Parish Award has been extended to
May 6th. Please contact the Parish Office for further information should you be
considering nominating a person this year. (01825 714555)
Pippingford Manor, Pippingford Park, Nutley TN22 3HW – 01825 280 355

Site “A” – Land to the north of the Maresfield Recreation Ground
Many will recall that this elongated triangle of land stretching south-westerly
from the churchyard is being passed to Parish Council ownership as part of
the planning agreement for the 25 homes now nearing completion between
Wellington Gate and the bypass. It will be retained as an amenity for Maresfield
Village and is planned to include 10 allotments and associated parking as well as
upgraded footpaths, grassland and wild flower areas. It is hoped that the transfer
will be completed within a few months.

The state of our roads
The Parish Council has regular meetings with East Sussex CC Highways
who are responsible for the upkeep of our roads; we also report any issues
which come to our attention and would urge you to use the reporting tool at
www.eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem.
The Parish Council is prohibited from undertaking any highway works such as
mending potholes, so we are at the mercy of the budgets and priorities set by
the County Council. Our County Councillor is Roy Galley and he is aware of local
highway shortcomings.

Parking at the Maresfield Recreation Ground
In last month’s Newsletter, in order to avoid potentially unsafe parking on High
Street/School Hill, I stated that parking at School drop-off times is available in the
Recreation Ground car park. The owners of the private Park Farm Lane do not
allow access to the Recreation Ground car parking using this private road except
for ‘permitted users’ of the Ground, which in their view does not include School
drop-off purposes (even if the Parish Council were to authorise those persons for
such use). I apologise for any misunderstanding.
Continued on page 19
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Continued from page 17

Our Parish Clerk

Stitchability … by … Rachel

www.pmfservices.co.uk

Classic style for the discerning lady
Individual commissions, bespoke
design service
Weddings • christenings • daywear
• alterations • vintage treasures
transformed to wear today

************
Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning
Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586
or email pm_french85@live.co.uk

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk
Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

Visit our website for more information
or find us on Facebook.

It was with much regret that recently I accepted the resignation of our Parish
Clerk, Mrs Claire Goossens. Claire has been an excellent Clerk and contributed
much to the workings of the Council and will be sorely missed. Claire leaves us
on 24th June and we have started our search for a replacement. Should you be
interested in pursuing our vacancy please contact the Parish Office for further
information.

Useful links: http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk

https://my.wealden.gov.uk
		https://www.ashdownforest.org
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock

Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council
www.maresfieldparish.org.uk

Parish Council Meetings: May 2022
All meetings commence 7.30 pm.
Tuesday 3 May
Environment Committee (Parish Office)
Monday 16 May
Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Tuesday 17 May
Annual Meeting of Council
(Nutley War Memorial Hall)
Tuesday 24 May
Annual Assembly (Fairwarp Village Hall)

The Fletching Singers
Do you like singing? Have you tried?
Why not join the Fletching Singers? You will be welcomed into a friendly, sociable
and informal group of amateur singers, who simply enjoy singing and meeting up,
under the professional guidance of our Musical Director, Michael Fields. We are a
non-audition choir and like to perform three enjoyable concerts a year.
Our next concert will be ‘A Celebration of 70 Years of this second Elizabethan
Age’, to be held in Fletching Parish Church, on Saturday 4th June. Why not come
along and give us a try for a couple of weeks, before making any decision?

Enquiries to 01825 760709 or info@fletchingsingers.co.uk
www.fletchingsingers.co.uk
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Local Government News
Ukraine

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties,
Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.
For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

As well as donations and volunteering, we know many have generously offered to
share your homes with refugees. If you’re considering this, please join the national
Homes for Ukraine scheme.
East Sussex County Council is working with all local authorities, emergency
services, NHS and voluntary groups in the county. We’re already getting in touch
with hosts and their guests to organise support and carry out safety checks.
Everyone sharing their home will need to prove identity and provide information
for background screening checks (known as DBS checks). County may also check
their own records in this process.
All this is to ensure everyone, guests and hosts, are protected from any risks
including possible exploitation. We’ll do all we can to support our Ukrainian
guests and help them settle into our communities.
This is a fast-changing situation, but you’ll find the latest information on the East
Sussex County Council website website which we’re keeping updated.
The Government has extended a welcome to Ukrainian refugees and Local
Authorities have been made responsible for supporting the process which
effectively involved 4 areas of work:
• Home check - suitable and safe for guests
• Provide a DBS / enhanced check for all adults in homes
• Provided wrap-around support
• Step in if things don’t work out.
East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service (ESFRS )will undertake a Home Safety Visit
(HSV). This work has been fully endorsed by the cross County team coordinating
our local response. The entire cost of undertaking these visits will be met through
the grant made by the Government to Local Authorities.
The Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities has issued guidance
regarding the content of the home audit which very much aligns with the ESFRS
home safety model. ESFRS will receive details of the host families from the Local
Authorities and community safety staff will make contact to undertake a visit.
Some Ukrainian guests are arriving imminently and we will prioritise these visits.
The Fire and Rescue Service has been working with UK charity FIRE AID and
International Development (FIRE AID), and the National Fire Chiefs Council
(NFCC) to donate more than 5,000 items of fire and rescue equipment and
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to Ukraine. In total, 18 fire engines, thermal
imaging cameras, generators, lighting, hoses, rescue equipment, and thousands of
sets of PPE are among the items being donated. Every fire service across the UK
has stepped in to support these efforts.
Continued on page 23
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Continued from page 21

www.pmfservices.co.uk

************
Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning
Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586
or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information
or find us on Facebook.

Felling
Pruning
Planting
Stump Removal

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Fully insured work to BS3998
rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01825 769681 Mob. 07869 270353

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.
We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains,
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing
wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.
We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.

East Sussex Fire and Rescue has donated various items of firefighting equipment
including portable emergency lighting, hoses and rescue equipment.
Much of the equipment has now been received by the Polish State Fire Service and
is being transferred to Ukraine. The equipment will be used to support firefighters,
emergency services and volunteers who are often using old equipment. They
are dealing daily with fires and other emergencies to protect people and property.

Wealden Council Leader to step down
Councillor Bob Standley has announced he is stepping down as Leader of the
Authority in May. Councillor Standley has represented Frant and Wadhurst since
2004 and has been Council Leader since 2010. He has shown great leadership
and vision in that time. A new Conservative Group Leader will be elected shortly.

Roy Galley

Saturday 4th June 7.30pm
Fletching Parish Church
Celebration Concert for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The Fletching Singers’ musical tribute will include a variety of choral
works ranging from music for the Coronation and other royal events to
the Beatles to John Rutter, finishing with a rousing rendition of patriotic
favourites in the style of the Last Night of the Proms.

Tickets £12, from www.ticketsource.co.uk/fletchingsingers
Or via www.fletchingsingers.co.uk
Enquiries to 01825 760709 or info@fletchingsingers.co.uk

MARESFIELD WI
Tuesday 10th May at 7.30pm • Maresfield Village Hall
Watching the Detectives: A history of British TV crime fighters
Speaker: Peter Allen

For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel
on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

All visitors welcome
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Raven
Image:
May 14th 1264. The aftermath of the battle. Two thousand
Peter
corpses lie strewn on the slopes and riverbanks around
Brooks
Lewes. Some view this as a victory; for others this is defeat.
But for a large, black bird who has calmly watched the
bloodshed from the sidelines, this scene of slaughter is an
all-you-can-eat buffet. Democracy never tasted so good.
Smart birds, ravens. Way before 1264 they’d
realised they needn’t waste their energy killing
to eat when other less intelligent species can
do the dirty work for them. For centuries ravens
exploited man’s enthusiasm for resolving quarrels
with clubs and swords. Ravenous ravens dined out
at all the finest battlefields, gibbets and gallows.
Hanging around with corpses would get anyone a bad reputation
but the raven’s took on mythological proportions. Across the
northern hemisphere the bird became respected and revered
by many cultures as an omen of death, denizen of the afterlife,
messenger of defeat. This sinister CV secured them a plethora of
portentous appearances in everything from the Old Testament to
Game of Thrones. The sight of a raven struck fear in the heart of man
who would dare not harm it. Today ravens still occur in our folklore as
the earthbound spirit of King Arthur, and at the Tower of London the birds are
entrusted with the fate of the kingdom.
Yet aside from all the make-believe malevolent accolades bestowed on the raven,
it truly is magnificent to watch. As befits Britain’s wickedest bird, the raven
certainly dresses the part in a costume of sleek, glossy black feathers, shaggy
‘beard’ and stout dagger beak. It commands the sky; wheeling on wide wings and
uttering its guttural ‘cronk cronk’ call. Sometimes their behaviour is incongruous
with their evil image. To see ravens rolling and tumbling through the air during
their joyous display flight is like catching
the grim reaper doing the hokey-cokey.
When not busy instilling fear in the
population,
ravens
performed
an
important clean-up job ridding Britain’s
towns of rotting rubbish and the bird was
protected by royal decree.

But in the 17th century people’s perceptions changed and for centuries the birds
were persecuted. Ravens, and the old beliefs they represented, were exorcised
from England. By 1895 they had vanished from Sussex.
But informed, tolerant attitudes have recently allowed ravens to return. They
mostly breed on our chalk cliffs and quarries but can be seen flying over our
towns and cities. In our comfortable world of surround sound and selfies there
is something reassuringly sinister about watching a raven circling overhead; a
spectral souvenir of our brutal, primitive past. Sussex will never again be the site
of a bloody revolutionary battle. But there’s no harm in a few ravens hanging
around. Just in case.

Michael Blencowe

Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Maresfield Village Lunch Committee invite you to a

Platinum Jubilee Picnic
Sunday 5th June at 12 noon

On Maresfield Recreation Ground
Bring a picnic and a chair or rug – and your friends and family
for our Village Celebration
Tea, coffee, soft drinks and cakes available from the Pavilion,
and ice cream from the van.
Music and fun for all the family – and hopefully the sun will shine!
We would love to see the village come together to celebrate
our Queen’s amazing 70-year reign, so even if you can’t bring a
picnic, bring yourselves and enjoy a cuppa or ice cream with us.

For info, call: 07443 857254
Parking is very limited, so please come on foot
and enjoy the village decorations on the way!

Image: Tom S B Lee
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Rated Excellent On

COVERING EAST
SUSSEX

Rated Excellent On

FULLY TRAINED &
INSURED

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

ALL WORKS
UNDERTAKEN

A Property Maintenance & Building company with a difference.
We complete projects from start to finish without
subcontracting or outsourcing.
An independent company that prides itself on
completing quality works with great communication.

Sprint do it all

FROM REFURBISHMENTS TO REFUSE

FREE
QUOTATIONS
PROVIDED

SPRINT
HANDLE
ALL JOBS

CHECK OUT OUR WORK

CONTACT US TODAY

FOLLOW OUR SOCIALS!
@sprintpropertyservices

01323 335063

www.sprintpropertyservices.co.uk
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