
PARISH MAGAZINE

FRIENDS OF BONNERS

Don’t bring bags to school!
Bags can be left from Mon 31st Oct

9am
Thurs 

3rd Nov

Thursday 3rd November @ 9am
2 Park Farm Close, Maresfield  

TN22 2DS (opposite Rec Ground)



3

Church and magazine contacts
Rector Ben Sear 01825 508352

vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com 
Churchwarden Richard Newman 01825 762343

richardnewman21@hotmail.com
Secretary Angie Welton 07745 479 407

admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
Treasurer Simon Ashdown 07580 238 365

treasurer.maresfield@hotmail.com
Associate Vicar Rev Pauline Ingram 07751 729 049

revpingram@gmail.com
Mag Editor Candy O’Donovan editor@maresfieldchurch.org

Mag Delivery Jessica Stopp 07805 978618
jsstopp@yahoo.com

5 The Rector writes
7 Church Services 16 Parish Council News
9 Remembrance in Maresfield 17 Parish Council meetings
11 Maresfield Conservation Group 17 Christmas Festivities
13 Arts Society Ashdown Forest 19 Local Government News

Maresfield Historical Society 20 Sussex Wildlife Trust
15 Uckfield Folk Club 21 St Bart’s Advent Quiz

Village Lunch Club 24 Bonners School Happy Bags

Inside the November issue

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be 
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services 
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions 

before entering into any contract.

ESTATE AGENTS  •   87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ

We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.

This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts 

are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled 
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.

Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible 
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.

We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559      www.vincetaylortofts.com
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The Rector writes

November is a time for remembering.  Particularly, we 
take time to remember those who have put their lives 
on the line – and for those who continue to do so – to 
save the lives of others.  
Jesus famously said that “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.” (John 15:13)
On Remembrance Sunday, 13th November, we will be holding our Remembrance 
Service, starting at 10:30am at Maresfield Church. Do join us as we reflect on the 
hope of God and remember those in the armed forces and their willingness to lay 
down their lives. We’re pleased that the Royal Corps of Signals will be joining us 
once again.
All of us benefit in some way from the sacrifice and giving of others. Not just those 
in the armed forces, but our families and friends too. They are the ones who shape 
us and on whom we so often rely. On November 27th at 3pm, we will be having 
our Lights of Love service, which this year will be held at Nutley Church.  This is 
an opportunity to remember those we love but have lost.  It will be a service in 
which we give thanks for their life, sing, pray, hear words of comfort, and have an 
opportunity to light a candle in their memory. All are welcome – if you would like 
a loved one’s name read out during the service, please do get in touch with me.
Life is not always easy and, at the moment, perhaps it feels particularly uncertain.  
A truth we remember often at church are the words of Jesus to his disciples, 
where he says: 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
Jesus can claim to have overcome the world, because he was about to go on to 
secure eternal life for his people. They would be able to live in the assurance that 
death was not the end and that the days of suffering and evil are numbered. Jesus 
gives us hope “out of this world”.
As always, I’d like to extend a warm invitation to our services this month, not least 
our Remembrance and Lights of Love services. If you ever have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

God bless, Ben

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com

01825 740385 / 07738 627246

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, 
UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc?

Please ring for advice on all your 
carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling 
and general building requirements

0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com

All your garden requirements: 
lawns, hedges, weeding, planting

Plus: decorating • guttering 
tiling • woodwork • repairs

maod1965@gmail.com

If you feel in need of prayer, do visit the church website where you can 
make prayer requests and let us know how you are.  You are welcome to 
leave your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.   

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html
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Prayer takes place in St Bartholomew’s
every Monday at 9am (excluding bank holidays)

 SUNDAY 6 NOV 11.15am All-Age Service

 THURSDAY 10 NOV 10.00am Midweek Holy Communion

 SUNDAY 13 OCT Remembrance Sunday
  10.30am Morning Worship

 SUNDAY 20 NOV 11.15am Holy Communion

 THURSDAY 24 NOV 10.00am Midweek Holy Communion

 SUNDAY 27 NOV 11.00am Cafe Church
  3.00pm  Lights of Love Service  
     in Nutley

***
 SUNDAY 4 DEC Advent Sunday
  11.15am All-Age Service

CHURCH SERVICES 
at St Bartholomew’s

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica 

and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.
Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768  www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

Please join us for our Lights of love service. This is an opportunity 
to give thanks for the lives of those we love but have lost.

We’ll sing, pray and hear words of encouragement. There will 
also be an opportunity to light a candle in memory of your loved 
one. Refreshments will be served in the Church Hall afterwards.

If you would like to find out more, or have a loved one’s name 
read out during the service, please contact the Vicar, Ben on 
01825 508382.
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The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,

Fletching TN22 3TQ

’s Church at 

–

Public, please stand by the “no entry” sign.

to St.Bartholomew’s.   Arriving at approximate
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Maresfield Conservation Group

At our AGM this year, I confirmed that MCG would be taking an active 
interest in all future planning and development issues that might adversely 
impact our village. The Group is keeping to that commitment and has set up a 
Planning Sub-Committee, led by committee member and village resident Rob 
Penfold. Rob has written an excellent blog which you will find here on our 
website: Planning and Development | maresfieldcons-group (maresfieldcon-
servationgroup.org). I encourage you to read it and please keep an eye on our 
website for future updates. 
Christmas is coming and so is the village Christmas tree and lights! We’ll be 
putting up the tree on Saturday 3 December, with the official lighting-up 
ceremony taking place later that afternoon. There’s an amazing programme of 
events that day and I look forward to seeing you all there.
We are looking for a new Treasurer. Would you, or someone you know, have 
a few hours per month to spare to join our committee? Our current Treasurer 
has moved house and will sadly be leaving us at the end of December. She’s 
done a fabulous job and we’re going to miss her. If you would like to join us or 
know someone who might, please contact me on the details below.  

News from the Footpaths Group – by Bruce Milton
The mornings are cooler, the leaves are falling from the trees and the bracken 
is turning brown - it must be autumn. However, the footpaths around our 
village still need to be kept clear. This we have continued to do until winter 
comes along and all vegetation stops for a few weeks.
We are a small band of volunteers working hard to ensure everyone can walk 
safely and enjoy our beautiful countryside. We are always looking for extra 
help so please contact me if you would like to join us for a couple of hours a 
week. 
When you’re out walking, if you come across any path which is becoming 
blocked, please let me know and the Footpaths Group will follow up as soon 
as we can. (Milton.family@tiscali.co.uk)
Finally, a gentle reminder to all dog owners – please pick up and bin the poo! 

 Jo Lawrance - Chairman, MCG
Tel: 07595 914701 or 01825 278332

Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Registered Charity No: 1104136  Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.

We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains, 
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing  

wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.  

We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.
For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 

on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

Fully insured work to BS3998

rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01825 769681  Mob. 07869 270353

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Felling
Pruning
Planting

Stump Removal

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•
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Service
Straight Half Mile,
Maresfield, TN22 3DN
01825 713600

bluauto. why go anywhere else?

Sales
Ringles Cross,
Uckfield, TN22 1HE
01825 716222

Servicing

Tyres

Brakes

Suspension

MOT

Video
Inspections

Courtesy Car

Free Wifi

Collection
& Delivery

Service

• Full Service from £149

• Interim Service from £99

• MOT’s only £29 when booked with a service

• Air Conditioning Service from £59 

• FREE Health Checks

• All Major Branded Tyres to suit all budgets

Why trust your car
anywhere else?

Book online at www.bluauto.co.uk

Spread the cost of routine maintenance
with a Monthly Service Plan from just

£19 Per Month
Brakes

Suspension

Spread the cost of routine maintenance

FANTASTIC
SERVICE

Very helpful and friendly
sta�, if I could give
more than 5 stars

I would.

60 cars in stock at our Retail Centre
in Uckfield or visit www.bluauto.co.uk

Crowborough Community Centre 
Pine Grove, Crowborough TN6 1FE
Thursday 10 November at 2pm
The Arts of the Mughal World
Lecturer: Georgina Bexon
The 16th to 18th centuries in India witnessed 
the golden artistic period of Mughal rule, marked by a unique flowering of art and 
architecture and unrivalled in luxury and opulence. These mighty Emperors were 
dedicated patrons of skilled artists, sculptors, jewellers, engravers, architects, 
poets and calligraphers, whose creativity produced breathtakingly beautiful 
artworks and monuments. Importantly, Mughal art and architecture served as a 
highly successful form of propaganda, providing a further fascinating topic for 
exploration.
Georgina is an art historian specialising in South Asian art,  who has lived and 
worked in the UK, USA and Singapore. Her practice includes lecturing, writing, 
consulting and collecting and she has developed a network of gallery and artist 
connections in Europe, the USA and India.
She holds a BA in Art History from Southampton University, an MA in Arts 
Management and Policy from City, University of London and an MA in Art History 
from SOAS, University of London. Georgina is a Freeman of the Worshipful 
Company of Arts Scholars and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and the 
Royal Asiatic Society.
Refreshments follow the lecture. Members free, Guests and Visitors £6. 
If you would like to join, please contact our Membership Secretary on 01892 
861015. For any further information, contact our Secretary on 07884 428780.

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
Badshahi Mosque

Image: Romero Maia on Wikipedia

Maresfield Historical Society
Tuesday 22 November at 8pm, Maresfield Village Hall

Chris Horlock: “A Sussex Christmas”
We warmly welcome both existing members and all those who have an interest 
in historical subjects. For non-members it is just £3 a session. 
For more information, contact Ceri at bobandceri@gmail.com
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Pippingford Manor, Pippingford Park, Nutley TN22 3HW – 01825 280 355

Uckfield Folk Club
Upstairs at The Station Pub, Uckfield
Every third Tuesday of the month, at 8pm

On Tuesday 15th November
we are pleased to welcome

* * VICKI SWAN & JONNY DYER * *
Vicki and Jonny are two of the most versatile musicians of the folk circuit 
today, and are recognised for their charismatic singing and playing.  Their 

performances showcase new interpretations of old songs and original 
self-penned tunes, plus new contemporary songs

All singers and musicians welcome – floor spots available, to be arranged 
on the night, or just come and listen! Lots of space for social distancing.

Hat collection on guest nights – a contribution of at least £8 is suggested. 
Info: uckfieldfolkclub@gmail.com or 07788 994266

NB: There is a parking charge in the Station Car Park, 
but free parking is available within walking distance

Maresfield Lunch Club 
The next Village Lunch will be in the Village Hall on 

Thursday 3rd November
It would be very helpful if anyone Interested in joining us would let 

us know in advance, to give us an idea of how many to cater for.
Ring Pat on 01825 769644 or email plangridge69@gmail.com

to book your place 
We will naturally keep a register of everyone, and of course, anyone
developing Covid symptoms shortly beforehand should not attend.

PLAY BRIDGE IN MARESFIELD
Fridays 10.30 - 12.30pm • Maresfield Village Hall

£5 coffee and biscuits included • All profit goes to Charity
Do join us – you will be very welcome. Call or text Jean 07932 824571 
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Parish Council Meetings: November 2022
All meetings commence 7.30 pm.
Monday 7 November  Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Tuesday 8 November  F&A Committee (Parish Office) 
Tuesday 15 November Full Council (Nutley Memorial Hall)
Tuesday 22 November Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee  
  (Maresfield Pavilion)
Monday 28 November Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)

Continued from page 15

Both our Clerk and her Assistant are now working from the Parish Office and 
visitors are welcome. Visiting hours are 10.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday by prior 
appointment, if possible, please. (E-mail clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or phone 
714555).
To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media are invaluable 
resources. Useful links are:
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/     
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/      https://www.ashdownforest.org/ 
And you can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock – Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council
www.maresfieldparish.org.uk

Parish Council News

Please do log on to our Parish website www.maresfieldparish.org.uk to keep 
abreast of Parish Council activity. We would welcome your feedback as we are 
aiming to make the website a really useful resource for Parish (not just Council) 
information. Let us know what additional information it should contain.

Budgets
The Parish Council is setting a budget for the next financial year (2023/24) and 
this expenditure becomes the basis of the Parish Precept, part of your annual 
Council Tax Bill. The budget setting process commenced at the October 11th 
meeting of the Finance and Administration Committee and continues at the 
November meetings of this Committee (Nov 8th) and the Parish Council (Nov 
15th). Expenditure in the current year is going to exceed budget mainly due to 
unexpected inflation (when the budget was set) and setting the budget for the 
forthcoming year is going to be challenging. 
All Parish Council and Committee meetings are open to the public and start with 
an allocated time for members of the public to raise issues and ask questions. 
Please contact the Parish Clerk for an invitation. 

Fairwarp phone mast
We still await further news of the proposal to erect a 40ft mobile phone mast 
in Fairwarp village, as we strongly opposed the proposed site (at the entrance 
to the Village) and have made constructive suggestions of alternatives. Whilst 
improvements to the phone signal in Fairwarp will be welcomed, it should not be 
at the expense of our beautiful countryside.

Remembrance
We will be welcoming “our” Royal Signals unit back to Maresfield at Remembrance 
weekend. They will be parading to the Church for the Remembrance Sunday 
service. In addition, Officers from the Squadron will deliver a presentation in 
St.Bartholomew’s Church at 7.30pm on Saturday 12th November – ‘Signals Past, 
Present and Future’ which will include their time spent in Maresfield.

Road safety
Whilst road safety has never been off our agenda, and speeding is the number 
one issue Parishioners are concerned about, the recent serious accident on 
Crowborough Road in Nutley reinforces the need for action by the appropriate 
authorities. At its October meeting, the Parish Council was discussing what 
renewed pressure we, with our District and County Councillors, can exert so that 
suitable speed limiting measures are introduced on this dangerous road.

Continued on page 17

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES IN MARESFIELD
Saturday 3rd December

* Christmas Market at The Chequers 4-8pm – all welcome
* Christmas Story read by Rev Ben Sear, with Carols and 

Songs featuring Bonners Children
* Christmas Tree Lighting – join the countdown!
* Then listen for Santa’s bells...
* Mulled wine and hot chocolate at St Bartholomew’s
* Supper available at the Chequers - don’t forget to book your 

table
More information: contact Angie on 07745 479407 or 

admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
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www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties, 

Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.

For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

Community Support
A lot of the Council’s unsung work is caring for people in the community
The County Council are supporting people in the cost of living crisis by distributing 
the Household Support fund – £1.5m for food vouchers for families with children 
eligible for free school meals, and a further £2.2m for food banks.
At the end of October a small grants scheme will be made available through Sussex 
Community Foundation Crisis Fund to support voluntary sector organisations as 
well as organisations, including parish and town councils, wishing to offer Warm 
Spaces.

Social Care
Plans are being made to implement the new Social Care system which means that 
no-one should pay more than £86,000 for their care.
Current estimates suggest that the County Council will  need 130 additional staff 
to undertake financial and care assessments, make placements and set up Care 
Accounts for the estimated 3,000 additional people that are likely to be eligible 
for local authority support under the reforms. 

Hospital Care 
Social care is, of course, linked to hospital care.
Part of the problem with the whole system is the number of patients who are 
Medically Ready for Discharge (MRD) but are unable to leave the hospital as a 
result of a shortage of care facilities in the community.
There are also capacity challenges in the independent care sector and County 
have done a lot to support the market with the recruitment and retention of care 
staff, including overseas recruitment and apprenticeships.
The Secretary of State for Health has announced £500m nationally for winter 
pressures and we await the details of the grant – the purpose, our share and who 
receives it (the NHS or Local Authorities).
Our plan is to use the funds to work as a whole system across East Sussex and the 
whole of Sussex to bring down the number of patients who are Medically Ready 
for Discharge and improve the flow through the hospitals.

Roy Galley
Your local Councillors:
Roy Galley  cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk  
   cllr.roy.galley@wealden.gov.uk          01825 713018
Toby Illingworth cllr.toby.illingworth@wealden.gov.uk   07772 864683

  Local Government News
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For most of us, our only encounters with British mammals are spotting them on 
the roadside as we hurtle past at 55mph. I’m sure many people these days believe 
that lying motionless on a road verge with its feet in the air is natural behaviour 
for a badger. Our road trips may be macabre safaris, but roadkill can tell us a lot 
about the state of our island’s mammalian fauna. Hedgehogs, a squashed staple 
on the roadkill menu a few decades ago, are now hard to find flattened on the 
highway, reflecting their dramatic fall in numbers in the wider countryside. And 
recently an unfamiliar corpse has appeared on the tarmac: the polecat. 
Before being killed by cars, polecats already had a long history of persecution 
in England – mainly for eating poultry and notoriously stinking to high heaven. 
To Shakespeare, and many others since, ‘polecat’ was an insult. The species was 
exterminated from Sussex around 1890. Indeed, the entire English population 
was banished to the wilderness of Wales. Yet we were happy to welcome their 
watered-down, domesticated form – the ferret – as cuddly pets and ruthless 
rabbit hunters. 
After a century in exile, purebred polecats are making a comeback. This 
re-colonisation was the basis for a recent investigation by the Vincent Wildlife 
Trust who requested roadkill polecat corpses for DNA testing to verify their pure 
polecat lineage (as opposed to polecat/ferret hybrids). I was soon dodging traffic 
on the Steyning by-pass and excitedly picking up a dead polecat. 
Being mustelids, polecats naturally smell but, 
take my word for it, they smell a lot
worse when they’ve been dead 
for a few days. 

Polecat

Despite my discharging a whole 
can of Glade, my wife smelt that 
something was up seconds after 
I set foot in the house. 
Putting a dead polecat in 
your freezer will test even 
the strongest of marriages.  
Thankfully, after some smooth 
talking, my marriage is still 
intact, but there are still some 
fish fingers that neither of us are 
brave enough to eat. 
Next morning a package arrived 
from the Vincent Wildlife Trust 
containing heavy duty bags, 
some cool BIOHAZARD stickers 
and printed instructions for posting polecats. 
After an interesting exchange at the post office counter, my roadkill casualty was 
posted. A few days later, it was declared 100% polecat; further evidence that 
polecats have returned to Sussex. It’s great to have them back and many farmers 
are welcoming them too, as they do a great job of dispatching rats and rabbits. 
Look out for them in your headlights.

Michael Blencowe
Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Image: Derek Middleton

Image: Darin Smith

Image: Darin Smith

Maresfield Village Hall 
£6 per person /

 6 people per table
For more information or to book 
your table, please contact Angie 
on admin@maresfieldandnutley-
churches.com or 07745 479407

St Bartholomew’s Advent Quiz
Saturday 26 November 7.30pm

http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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01323 335063 
www.sprintpropertyservices.co.uk

Call us TODAY, and we'll show you what we can do!

Sprint Property Services

@sprintpropertyservices

Sprint Property Services

info@sprintpropertyservices.co.uk

All Trades Under One Orange Roof

We are SPRINT. A property services and construction
company, that cover East Sussex.

 
We do it all, BIG and small, from something as simple

as changing a toilet seat, to building a property.
 

SPRINT has a collective of over two decades of
experience. Relying on local reputation built over the

years. SPRINT was formed to offer a service
unparalleled by others, with the vision to give clients a

brand they can trust.

Rated Excellent On

Maintenance | Construction | Facilities Management

QUOTE...
'MARESFIELD PARISH'

T's&C's Apply

UP TO

10%
OFF

CALL TODAY TO
ARRANGE A FREE (NO
OBLIGATION)
APPOINTMENT

01323 335063 


