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ESTATE AGENTS • 87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ
We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.
This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts
are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.
Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.
We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559

www.vincetaylortofts.com

01825 508352
vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com
01825 762343
richardnewman21@hotmail.com

Marian Filtness

01825 762077
marian.filtness@gmail.com

Secretary

Angie Welton

07745 479 407
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com
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Simon Ashdown

07580 238 365
treasurer.maresfield@hotmail.com

Associate Vicar Rev Pauline Ingram 07751 729 049
revpingram@gmail.com
Mag Editor

Candy O’Donovan

editor@maresfieldchurch.org

Mag Delivery

Jessica Stopp

07805 978618
jsstopp@yahoo.com

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC.
The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions
before entering into any contract.
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The Rector writes
News headlines relating to climate change and
biodiversity loss are increasingly common. It would
seem that human beings we are having an impact in
our environment in a way that isn’t sustainable. How do you feel about it?
Christians believe that the earth is genuinely worth caring for. Not just because
we need it to live, but because it is genuinely precious. The Bible points us to
truth of God having created the world, creating it “good” and giving humanity
a special role to care for the world. The earth was primed with potential, and
we were called to draw it out in a caring and sustainable way.
Without going into all the potential social, political, and economic reasons for
why the earth appears to be in trouble, it’s clear we haven’t got things right.
Again, the Bible reveals the heart of the reason. Oswald J. Smith, a Canadian
church minister, is famous for saying “the heart of the human problem, is the
problem of the human heart.” The reason that humanity so often struggles to
do the right thing is because we are not who we are supposed to be. From the
very beginning humanity decided to go its own way, to pave its own destiny
outside of God’s good rule. Living apart from God introduced a brokenness
to this world that desperately needs to be fixed - in our own hearts, in our
personal relationships, between us and the world and between us and God.
The good news of Jesus is that he promises, for all who follow him, that they
live in hope. In the end, Jesus will return and we are told the following:
Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.
(Revelation 21:3-4)
Christians should be the first to care for the Earth – and the last to fear about
the end.
Our theme on Sundays during October will be Creation Care; that is, caring
for our world. We will think more deeply about why the Earth is precious
and what it means to live within it. We’re going to think about the practical
differences we could make in our lives and lastly why, in Jesus, there is hope
for the future.
If you would like to join us then we would love to see you, especially on
October 24th, when we will be discussing these issues using resources from
Tearfund. If you would like to find out more, please do get in touch. Details
can be found on our website at www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

Ben
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Remembrance in Maresfield 2021

13th -14th November

We have received confirmation from 5 (Maresfield) Squadron | 11th (Royal
School of Signals) Signal Regiment that a squadron of officers will be attending
Remembrance in Maresfield this year over the weekend of 13-14th November.
They will be with us from Saturday lunchtime until after the service on Sunday
and will be staying at the Crowborough camp.
Sgt Gareth Mitchinson is organising a relay run around Maresfield, which will
be 148 miles to represent the distance from their camp in Blandford Forum in
Dorset via Sandhurst to Maresfield. The officers will be raising sponsorship
towards St Bartholomew’s project to provide toilets and a kitchen, which will
in turn provide an exciting community meeting space within the village.
Angie Welton (Church Administrator) has been contacting the groups in
Maresfield with details about how to get involved and have supporters along
the route with refreshments, balloons, flags, energy bars etc. Please contact
Angie, details below, if you would like to get involved.
Sgt Mitchinson has a detailed map of the village which he is working on and
will confirm the exact route so that Angie can co-ordinate where groups locate
their pitch. The detailed route will printed in the next issue of the Magazine.
In addition to the fundraising run, officers will carry out jobs around the
village as in previous years and Angie will be organising this with Maresfield
Conservation Group, Bonners and other groups. Please let Angie know if you
are aware of a local task that can be undertaken by volunteers and officers.
St Bartholomew’s will be holding a quiz on Saturday, 13th November in the
Village Hall from 7–10pm; please contact Angie to book a table. The officers
will be our guests that night and will be equally divided between tables. Due
to number restrictions, we will have 12 tables of six people (plus two officers),
so book your table early to avoid disappointment. Entry will be £7 per person
to include dessert, coffee and tea and we ask you to bring your own snacks
and drinks.
On Sunday morning the officers will assemble outside the Manor House in
Maresfield Park at 10am ready for the march to St Bartholomew’s Church for
the service which will start sharp at 10.30am.
Do look out for further details for this weekend which will posted on our
website, www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com and posters and please
come along and support the officers and our village. Thank you.

Angie Welton (Church Administrator)

admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com 07745 479407
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A Thank You to the Footpaths Group

info@hendall.co.uk 01825 732561
www.hendall.co.uk

On Wednesday 30th June, the Footpaths Group carried out grass cutting
in the lower cemetery in the High Street, Maresfield. The grass had grown
extremely long and had not been cut for many weeks. It was becoming an
eyesore and looking extremely unloved!
So, never a group to turn down a challenge, The Footpaths Group came to the
rescue! And so it turned out that 7 determined folk, armed with strimmers,
rakes and John’s trusty Landrover, supported by 2 people from the Church
set about this rewarding role.
Despite the grass being very wet and laying down in some areas- the strimmer
operators proceeded to cut it, whilst the remainder of the team raked up the
proceeds. After accumulating a huge pile of grass, this was swiftly removed
by the team-It doesn’t get better than this, the sheer enthusiasm was a joy to
behold!
We are also very grateful for the ongoing churchyard and lower cemetery
working party organised by Jacqui – you are really making a difference. You
are all a credit to the MCG and Maresfield as a whole.

Heron’s Ghyll, Nr Uckfield TN22 4BU

A huge thank you from all of us at Maresfield Church

Hendall is a beautiful and individual
private venue, ideal for bespoke family
celebrations, wedding ceremonies and
receptions, corporate events, exhibitions,
classical concerts and charity fund raising
events. The historic buildings include
holiday accommodation in a generous
medieval barn conversion.

The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,
Fletching TN22 3TQ
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Maresfield Conservation Group

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements
All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting
Stump Grinding
White Feather Remembrance are here for your
celebration of life needs, from funerals to saying
your last goodbye to your loved one and
celebrating milestone occasions.

trojanfencing@gmail.com
01825 740385 / 07738 627246

WFR dress venues, decorate rooms and
work with other local businesses to
provide the best unique and personal
goodbye service for you.

Contact Gail Fay on 07545 470646 or email
info@whitefeatherremembrance.com

We are a landscaping and general building company
based in East Sussex, specialising in artificial grass,
general groundworks and patios.
View our recent projects at facebook.com/ESLOLandscapes
07790 822 482

Call Stewart to discuss your needs on 07790 822 482
or email eslolandscapes@gmail.com

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Following the lifting of the vast majority of Covid-19 restrictions on July 19,
the MCG safely held its August committee meeting in real life. It was so good
to be ‘back in the room’, albeit an outside room creatively adapted from one
of the team’s barns! As incoming Chair and only having met members of the
Committee for such a brief time beforehand, it was hugely helpful to work
and chat together as we start to plan our priorities and objectives, plus our
calendar of events and activities, for the year ahead. I’ll keep you updated in
future editions of this magazine about our plans.

Clean Up our Village
I’m pleased to confirm that MCG will be organising another ‘Clean up our
Village’ weekend before the year end. The dates for your diary are 16-17
October 2021. You won’t need any special equipment as MCG will provide
rubbish sacks, litter pickers and high-viz jackets. Just come along and help
keep Maresfield clean, green and litter-free. Please contact me if you would
like to help. #LitterHeroes [Please see further details on page 15]

Footpaths Group
Good progress made in the last month, mainly on forest paths. Fallen trees cut
up and logs stacked, grass, brambles, nettles and heather all trimmed back.
No construction work, but this is required for the 15th September project
which takes us to the Uckfield side of the A26. This project is the result of
information provided by someone who had been walking the path. These
updates are really appreciated and we try to address the problems quickly.
The footpath across the recreation ground is now walkable without being
stung by nettles and scratched by brambles.
The Parish Clerk was advised that we had been overlooking the footpath
from the recreation ground car park to the underpass. This was mainly due
to the diversion caused by the additional Wellington Gate house-building and
also by restrictions placed on footpaths work by the lockdowns. Some heavy
strimming and hedge-trimming has now brought this back into order. The
central grass will be mown when other paths have been brought up to date.
With continuing growth this year there will be no shortage of exercise.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor

With my best wishes,

Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica
and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.

Jo Lawrance - Chairman, MCG

Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768 www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

10

Registered Charity No: 1104136

Tel: 01825 764804 or 07770 745519
Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org
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MARESFIELD WI

KB Executive Chauffeurs
Travel in comfort and arrive in style

12th October at 7.30pm • Maresfield Village Hall

Speaker: Dr Helena Griffiths
Travelling solo around Australia
and surviving to tell the tale

07768 320084

All visitors welcome

Uckfield Folk Club
• Airport and cruise transfers
• Executive travel
• Theatres and concerts

• Special occasions
• Eurostar
• Prom nights and christenings

Contact us now for a no-obligation quote

www.kbexec.co.uk

info@kbexec.co.uk

Upstairs at The Station Pub, Uckfield
Every third Friday of the month, at 8pm
15 October
19 November
17 December

2022 21 January
18 February
18 March
15 April

dmc partnership

Chartered Accountants

• Full accounts services for
companies, sole traders
• and partnerships
• Completion of Tax Returns
• Capital gains and retirement
tax planning
• Sage set-up and payroll
services

Singaround
‘Four Gone Confusion’ (John & Di Cullen & Friends)
Christmas Singaround & Party
Steve Turner
Singaround
Kaz Langridge
Singaround

All singers and musicians welcome – floor spots available, to be arranged on
the night, or just come and listen!
Hat collection is held on guest nights, a contribution of at least £5 is suggested.
Plus – a Raffle!

Info: uckfieldfolkclub@gmail.com, or tel: 07788 994266
Naturally, we will follow any Government updates that may be introduced!

Why not call to arrange an
appointment with no obligation
at our offices?
Contact Estelle Sherlock
Office: Forest Row — 01342 824181
Email: estelle@dmcpartnership.com
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Rick Blackman Gardening

Over 30 years experience of taming unruly gardens
Mowing • Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Licensed waste carrier
Supply and planting of trees, shrubs and bedding
Turfing and smaller landscaping projects undertaken

07810 453122

Felling
Pruning
Planting
Stump Removal

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PLAY BRIDGE IN MARESFIELD

Bridge has returned! Fridays 10.30 - 12.30pm
Maresfield Village Hall
£5 coffee and biscuits included • All profit goes to Charity
Do join us – you will be very welcome.
Call or text Jean 07932 824571

Maresfield Village Lunch
Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Fully insured work to BS3998
rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01825 769681 Mob. 07869 270353

MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL

Welcome back!
We are pleased to announce that, all being well, there will be Village Lunch on
Thursday 7th October, 12.30pm in the Village Hall.
After such a long break, it would be very helpful if anyone interested in joining
us would let us know seven days in advance, to give us an idea of how many
to cater for.
We will need to keep a register of everyone. Naturally, anyone developing
Covid symptoms shortly beforehand should not attend.

Please ring Pat on 01825 769644 or plangridge69@gmail.com
to book your place or if you are able to offer any help.

Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties,
Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.
For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com
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The Arts Society Ashdown Forest
Thursday 14 October at 2pm
The Dancing Faun: A Personal Story
of a Masterpiece
Lecturer: Bertie Pearce
For our first lecture of the 2021–2022 season, we
welcome back Bertie Pearce.
In this lecture, Bertie recounts the extraordinary tale
of how a small bronze statue, which had sat in his
Grandfather’s garden for 40 years, was discovered as a
masterpiece and ended up in the Getty Museum, California.
Adriaen De Vries (c.1556-1626) was a Northern Mannerist sculptor born in
the Netherlands. A technical virtuoso, he created spectacular bronzes for
the most discerning patrons of his time, including the Holy Roman Emperor
Rudolf II of Prague. He excelled in refined modelling and bronze casting and
in the manipulation of patina, becoming the most famous European sculptor
of his generation.
Bertie has a BA (Hons) in Drama from Manchester University, and a Diploma
Internationale from the École Internationale du Théatre, Jacques Lecoq. He is
a member of the Inner Magic Circle, with a Gold Star. Past experiences include
lecturing and performing on cruise ships, and to the U3A, historical societies,
festivals, schools and colleges. In addition, Bertie has toured the world with
a magic cabaret show and a one man show entitled All Aboard.
Our lectures are currently available to members only, but if you
would like to join please contact our Membership Secretary
on 01892 663388. For any further information, contact our
Secretary on 07884 428780.

St Bartholomew’s

CUP CAKE STALL
At the church lychgate 3-5pm

15th Oct • 12th Nov • 10th Dec
Baked and sold by volunteers
16
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Local Government News
Local Housing Needs Assessment

Stitchability … by … Rachel

www.pmfservices.co.uk

Classic style for the discerning lady
Individual commissions, bespoke
design service
Weddings • christenings • daywear
• alterations • vintage treasures
transformed to wear today

************
Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning
Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586
or email pm_french85@live.co.uk

Contact Rachel on 01825 721314
stitchabilityrachel@yahoo.co.uk
Business established in 2000
Based in Newick

Visit our website for more information
or find us on Facebook.

In progressing the Local Plan, national guidance requires the Council to produce
a Local Housing Needs Assessment. This is to determine the minimum number
of homes required and proposals on the size, type and tenure of houses. It
looks at the local market and the needs of a range of groups such as older
people, disabled people , affordable homes and the appetite for self-build.
The initial figures suggested a high number of houses are required, and on the
higher level more than 1,200 per year. However, as we all know with this sort
of modelling, much depends on the assumptions built into the metrics.
More information will be available next month.

Solar Energy
For the second year, the Council is collaborating with other authorities across
Sussex to help residents install photovoltaic panels and battery storage.
Solar Together Sussex is a group purchasing scheme that brings residents
together to buy large volumes of solar panel installations to get the best possible
price. The first Solar Together auction enabled 50 Wealden households to
install panels with a calculated saving of 33,000 kg of CO2 per year.
Until 30th September, residents can register their interest online. It is open
to all homeowners, landlords and small businesses. Registration is free and
there is no obligation to proceed. Solar Together will hold an auction to obtain
the best price. All who register will receive a personal recommendation and a
quote. This is a good opportunity for those interested.

Community Grants
Wealden is promoting three types of grants to benefit our local communities.
A second round of Covid-Related Recovery grants is available for those who
did not benefit in the first round. Groups can apply for between £500 and
£3,000; this has to be spent by the end of March 2022. Organisations can
receive help with equipment and some bills if they are struggling with reduced
income as a result of the pandemic. Applications by October 14th.
Then there are small grants of between £500 and £3000 for voluntary
activities in the year from April 2021 to March 2023. This is a usual Wealden
grant process. Applications by 30th November.
Partnership agreements are open to key organisations helping multiple
Parishes between April 2022 and March 2025. Examples of organisations
currently benefiting include the Citizens Advice Bureau and the Conservators
of Ashdown Forest. Applications by 30th November.
Further details can be found via communitygrants@wealden.gov.uk

Roy Galley
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Parish Council News
As I write this newsletter each month I think it tends to be repetitive –
repeating that we still need some parishioners to step forward to serve on
the Parish Council; repeating that dog waste remains a real problem in the
Parish (especially on Maresfield Recreation Ground and our other public open
spaces – please pick it up and put in the bin or take it home); repeating that
property owners bordering a footpath must keep their hedges etc trimmed
back; and repeating that we carry out successful Speedwatch activity but still
need more volunteers. I make no apologies for this repetition!
The Parish Council sets a budget each year and this expenditure becomes
the Parish Precept part of your annual Council Tax Bill. The budget setting
process for next year starts at the October 7th meeting of the Finance and
Administration Committee. All Parish Council and Committee meetings are
open to the public and are now being held in one of our Villages’ halls and
start with an allocated time for members of the public to raise issues and ask
questions. It would help if you would let the Parish Clerk (714555) know that
you are attending.
Many thanks to all those who responded to my paragraph last month about
London Road/School Hill in Maresfield. Many people feel that the traffic in
Maresfield is getting worse and too much traffic (especially in the rush hours)
seems to be going through the Village when it could (should!) be using the
by-pass. However, before any suggestions are formulated into a scheme
proposal, we do need to know the facts and have expert advice. So the
Parish Council will be considering commissioning an appropriate consultant
to examine all the relevant issues and come up with viable ideas.

Local Housing
Wealden District Council published the Wealden Local Housing Needs
Assessment in early September as part of its evidence base for the new Local
Plan. This document confirms that Wealden will be planning for 1,225 new
homes each year for the Plan period (to 2030 and beyond) compared with
450 homes per year in the last 2013 Core Strategy (Maresfield Parish was
allocated 50 in total for that plan period). Planning Applications for over twice
that number were subsequently approved for the Parish; mainly (because of
the Ashdown Forest) in Maresfield Village.
We are very anxious to know how many new homes will be allocated to
Maresfield in the new Plan which is expected to be published in draft form for
consultation next Spring.
Continued on page 23
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Continued from page 21

Meanwhile our Neighbourhood Development Plan Site Assessment team is
looking at all the sites in the Parish put forward to Wealden as candidates for
consideration for the Plan. We will then have the information to formulate the
appropriate policies for our NDP as well being able to engage with developers
and Wealden as early as possible to influence any development proposals
being put together and Planning Applications which may come forward.

Useful links
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/		
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/ https://www.ashdownforest.org/
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock

Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

Parish Council Meetings: October 2021
All meetings commence 7.30 pm.

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.
We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains,
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing
wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.
We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.

For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel
on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

Advertise your business or service HERE
Just £30 for one issue
or £80 for a full year
Contact Candy at editor@maresfieldchurch.org
or call 07966 539777
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Tuesday 5 October
Thursday 7 October
Monday 18 October
Tuesday 19 October

Environment Committee
(Fairwarp Village Hall)
Finance & Admin Committee (Parish Office)
Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Full Council (Fairwarp Village Hall)

If you feel in need of prayer, do visit the church website where you can
make prayer requests and let us know how you are. You are welcome to
leave your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE
Trouble with doors, gutters, taps, fences etc?
Please ring for advice on all your carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling
and general building requirements

0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com
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Sloes
From up there, it felt like
Image: Derek Middleton
I could see the whole
world: the oak trees
adorned in summer’s
fading leaves, the fields
at harvest, the city far
in the distance.
Each October, my
Grandad would load
me and a bucket into
Betsy, his faithful 1963
Ford Anglia, and we’d cruise the county’s back roads. Every few miles he
would ease Betsy to a halt and inspect the landscape until finally declaring
“this is the place.” My bucket and I would be hoisted high up on his shoulders
and from there I’d get my Grandad-stand view of the world. More importantly
though, it’d put me within reach of the treasure. The jewels we sought on our
expeditions were sloes, the round, purple-black berries that bedecked the
Blackthorn bushes. My Grandad was convinced that the finest fruits were
located high on the hedge. And the best sloes made the best sloe gin.
Every spring, the blackthorn hedges bloom; their brilliant white flowers
creating snow-white drifts against the woodlands and along our roadsides.
These ephemeral petals
soon fall and the Blackthorn
becomes cloaked in small,
oval
leaves,
capturing
the energy that powers
production of the sloes.
A blackthorn bush is a
prickly character and as
approachable as an enraged
porcupine. Each twig is
Image: Derek Middleton
armed with spikes, which
deter cattle and Grandads
from helping themselves to its leaves and berries. This spiny spinney fortress
also safeguards a wealth of wildlife. Nightingales, turtle doves and other birds
nest under its protection and the elusive Brown Hairstreak butterfly lays its
miniature sea urchin-like eggs on the bush’s black bark.
Many years after my Grandad and Betsy had departed, I decided to honour
them both and concoct my own sloe gin.

I found an online recipe and, in
what was and still remains one of
the biggest disappointments of my
adult life, I discovered that the main
ingredient in sloe gin was... gin. After
watching my Grandad making his
moonshine I had genuinely believed
that by submerging a load of sloes
in a bottle you would magically turn
water into gin. It seems my Grandad
Image: Mark Monk-Terry
couldn’t perform miracles.
Indeed, looking back, our hedgerow pillaging raids could easily be dismissed
as forced child labour. Was he exploiting me and my tiny hands to bypass
those thorns and reach the best berries? A few decades earlier he’d probably
have sent me down a mine or up a chimney. But my Grandad wasn’t some
Fagin-like character. Now I think of it, I never once saw him actually drinking
any of his sloe gin. Perhaps just being out in the countryside in the autumn
sunshine, on an adventure with Betsy and his grandson, was the truly
intoxicating ingredient.

The dog show was a great success with more than 30 entrants, ranging from
playful puppies to our veteran of 14½ years. Best in show was Thor, a one year
old very handsome Rottweiler.
Funds of approximately £500 raised at the event will go towards the St
Bartholomew’s Church project to build toilets and a kitchen.
We would like to thank our judge, Ruby and organisers, Gillian, Marian,
Melanie, Fiona and Colleen for giving everyone such an enjoyable afternoon.
Thanks also to Nick, our compere for the afternoon, who kept everyone on
their “paws”, interspersed with lots of laughs along the way. And finally,
thanks to Chris and her team of bakers for delicious refreshments.
(For details of the church project, which started on 13th September, please
contact Angie on admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com)
We look forward to seeing you all again.
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Michael Blencowe

Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Maresfield ‘Fur Mutts’ Dog Show 11 Sept
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