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Inside the September issue

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be 
edited. Views expressed are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services 
offered by advertisers; we advise taking reasonable precautions 

before entering into any contract.

ESTATE AGENTS  •   87 HIGH STREET, UCKFIELD TN22 1RJ

We think the real job of an Estate Agent is not just to sell houses.
Our job is to move people.

This takes planning, patience, knowhow, experience and resolve.
Julian Vince, Richard Taylor and Christopher Tofts 

are highly experienced, dedicated professionals with unparalleled 
knowledge of the market in the Uckfield area.

Moving people and making it as seamless and stress free as possible 
is a job we excel at and feel is well worth doing.

We’d love to talk to you about your move.

01825 765559      www.vincetaylortofts.com
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The Rector writes

It’s September, which for many of us feels like the start of 
a new season. For those with children, the uniforms are 
gathered, feet measured and stationery kits purchased. 
Where did all those pens go…?
For all of us, the summer holidays have been and gone (I hope you reached your 
destination OK) and now we get back into old routines, or perhaps, for various 
reasons, new routines.
This September I would like to extend a warm invitation for you to join us at 
Maresfield Church at one of our 11.15am services. Services usually last an hour 
(give or take a few minutes) and we always have something for the children to do 
and refreshments after the service.
Why not come and pay us a visit this September? We’d love to see you. Don’t 
worry if you’ve never been before, or you feel a bit ‘church rusty’, because at 
the end of the day church is a family and it’s more about being together. When 
it comes to singing and speaking, what matters is whether it’s from the heart, as 
opposed to the tunefulness of it (though singers and musicians do a great job in 
this department).
Above all else, come and hear something about Jesus. We live in a world where 
there are so many difficult things going on. I’m sure this is always the case, but it 
does seem to be persistently ‘heavy’ at the moment.  
Jesus said to his disciples “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.” The Apostle John, who was there when Jesus said this, 
went on to write, “This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.” 
(1 John 5:4)
Jesus died and rose again and then went to be with his Father in Heaven. He had 
victory over his suffering and death and what’s amazing is that he offers us a share 
in that victory. Through faith in Jesus we will ultimately overcome the world. This 
life and death won’t have the final word. The final chapter is to be with Jesus 
forever.
September brings fresh starts but also familiar things, both good and bad. Why 
not come and hear about the one who promises that one day all the trials of this 
life will come to an end?  As a friend once said, the Christian life isn’t like travelling 
on the Circle Line (London Underground), going round and round and round. It’s 
more like the Piccadilly line. It may feel long and there are lots of stops and starts, 
but there is a destination reached in the end and it’s a good one (Heaven, that is… 
not Cockfosters).

Ben

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery
Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding
trojanfencing@gmail.com

01825 740385 / 07738 627246

JOE COWEN
CARPENTRY, HOME MAINTENANCE, 
UPGRADES AND REPAIRS SERVICE

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc?

Please ring for advice on all your 
carpentry, painting, plastering, tiling 
and general building requirements

0785 993 4008 • jhehaz@gmail.com

All your garden requirements: 
lawns, hedges, weeding, planting

Plus: decorating • guttering 
tiling • woodwork • repairs

maod1965@gmail.com
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If you feel in need of prayer, do visit the church website where you can 
make prayer requests and let us know how you are.  You are welcome to 
leave your name and contact details or submit something anonymously.   

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com/prayer.html

Prayer takes place in St Bartholomew’s
every Monday at 9am (excluding bank holidays)

 SUNDAY 4 SEPT 11.15am All-Age Service

 THURSDAY 8 SEPT 10.00am Midweek Holy Communion

 SUNDAY 11 SEPT 10.30am Morning Worship

 SUNDAY 18 SEPT 11.15am Holy Communion

 THURSDAY 22 SEPT 10.00am Midweek Holy Communion

 SUNDAY 25 SEPT 11.00am Cafe Church

***

 SUNDAY 2 OCT 11.15am All-Age Service

CHURCH SERVICES 
at St Bartholomew’s

Maresfield Chiropractic Clinic
PATRICK LAYEN DC. MMCA.

Registered McTimoney Chiropractor
Gentle effective treatment of back, neck and shoulder pain, sciatica 

and general sports injuries, using chiropractic technique and massage.
Day and evening appointments.

01825 761768  www.maresfieldchiropractic.co.uk
General Chiropractic Council Reg. No. 00446

Maresfield Lunch Club 
The next Village Lunch will be in the Village Hall on 

Thursday 1st September
It would be very helpful if anyone Interested in joining us would let 

us know in advance, to give us an idea of how many to cater for.
Please take a Lateral Flow Test beforehand if possible.

Ring Pat on 01825 769644 or email plangridge69@gmail.com
to book your place 

We will naturally keep a register of everyone, and of course, anyone
developing Covid symptoms shortly beforehand should not attend.
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The Old Barn Workshops,
Flitteridge Farm, Splaynes Green,

Fletching TN22 3TQ

We opened the Community Family 
Breakfast Club and Café at the beginning 
of the school summer holidays on 27th July 
and have seen a steady increase in numbers 
attending ever since. Everyone is assured 
of a very warm welcome. 

We are enjoying 
meeting many 
Ukrainian families 
who have arrived 
in the area in 
recent weeks and 
find the café a good meeting place to share 
information and conversation and meet new 
friends from St. Barts and Maresfield village.
We have a Kids Zone which is well stocked 
with toys and arts & crafts which the children 

are making the most of during their holiday time. It is lovely to watch 
them catching up with their friends in a safe and friendly environment.
Our kitchen is well stocked with fresh croissants, 
bread, fruit, cereals, yogurts, juices, preserves, 
cakes etc. and manned by our very friendly and 
helpful volunteers.

St.Bartholomew’s is also an Agency for the 
Uckfield Foodbank and we are able to issue 
vouchers for the Foodbank every Wednesday 
morning. Please ask for Angie or one of the 
Agency helpers who will be on duty each week 
if you need a voucher.

Café open 8am - 12noon every Wednesday
Come and join us!

St. Barts Community
Family Breakfast Club and Café
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Maresfield Conservation Group

Many of you will know that the origins of the Maresfield Conservation Group 
lay in the local community coming together to fight the installation of a refuse 
tip within the boundaries of our village. The Group was successful and we are 
grateful for their efforts. 
Since then, the MCG has continued to conserve and improve the village 
through its activities and has moved away from its campaigning roots. 
However, the lack of a local building plan and ambitious landowners have 
created a situation whereby, if the community doesn’t come together again, 
over 750 houses will be built in and around our small village. Additionally, our 
village ‘green spaces’ are increasingly disappearing as plots are subdivided and 
houses being built. 
At our last AGM, the MCG announced it would resume its efforts into 
protecting our village from over-development. Our website will now list 
current developments up for consideration and, should you be so minded, 
a list of topics for consideration by Wealden District Council Planning can 
also be found there if you want to lodge your own objection: Planning and 
Development | maresfieldcons-group (maresfieldconservationgroup.org)
On another subject, my sincere thanks to everyone who contacted us about 
taking part in the Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) initiative, created to mark Her 
Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee this year. I’m delighted to say we’ve had a great 
response and the Footpaths Group will be working with nearly 30 recipients 
around our village during October to plant their chosen shrubs and saplings.

Jo Lawrance - Chairman, MCG
Tel: 07595 914701 or 01825 278332

Email: maresfieldconservation@gmail.com
Registered Charity No: 1104136  Website: maresfieldconservationgroup.org

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 20 years.

We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery and curtains, 
high level cleaning, hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing  

wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to steam clean or dry clean.  

We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and stain guarding.
For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 

on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

Fully insured work to BS3998

rossgreenwood1981@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01825 769681  Mob. 07869 270353

Hedge Cutting
Garden Maintenance
Firewood and Woodchip

Felling
Pruning
Planting

Stump Removal

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
•

PLAY BRIDGE IN MARESFIELD
Fridays 10.30 - 12.30pm
Maresfield Village Hall

£5 coffee and biscuits included • All profit goes to Charity
Do join us – you will be very welcome. 

Call or text Jean 07932 824571 
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Service
Straight Half Mile,
Maresfield, TN22 3DN
01825 713600

bluauto. why go anywhere else?

Sales
Ringles Cross,
Uckfield, TN22 1HE
01825 716222

Servicing

Tyres

Brakes

Suspension

MOT

Video
Inspections

Courtesy Car

Free Wifi

Collection
& Delivery

Service

• Full Service from £149

• Interim Service from £99

• MOT’s only £29 when booked with a service

• Air Conditioning Service from £59 

• FREE Health Checks

• All Major Branded Tyres to suit all budgets

Why trust your car
anywhere else?

Book online at www.bluauto.co.uk

Spread the cost of routine maintenance
with a Monthly Service Plan from just

£19 Per Month
Brakes

Suspension

Spread the cost of routine maintenance

FANTASTIC
SERVICE

Very helpful and friendly
sta�, if I could give
more than 5 stars

I would.

60 cars in stock at our Retail Centre
in Uckfield or visit www.bluauto.co.uk

Uckfield Folk Club
Upstairs at The Station Pub, Uckfield
Every third Tuesday of the month, at 8pm

Tuesday 20th September
we are delighted to welcome

* * SUNTRAP * *
Suntrap are an English five-piece folk band specialising in a 

unique musical experience of folk-inspired traditional, original 
and contemporary songs featuring entrancing harmonies

All singers and musicians welcome – floor spots available, to be arranged 
on the night, or just come and listen! Lots of space for social distancing.

Hat collection on guest nights – a contribution of at least £7 is suggested. 

Info: uckfieldfolkclub@gmail.com or 07788 994266
Residents: Four Gone Confusion, Pat Langridge, Kaz Langridge, 

Natasha Norodien, Terry Lees

NB: There is a parking charge in the Station Car Park, 
but free parking is available within walking distance

Maresfield Historical Society
Tuesday 20 September at 8pm, Maresfield Village Hall

Gilly Halcrow: ‘Whatever happened to Christopher Robin?’
All welcome, non members just £2. 
For more information, contact Ceri at bobandceri@gmail.com

MARESFIELD WI
Our next meeting will be  

Tuesday 13th September at 7.30pm 
Maresfield Village Hall

All visitors welcome
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Parish Council News

Does your organisation need a grant?
Applications for Parish Council grants and donations from organisations within or 
pertaining to the Parish for the financial year 2023/24 should be submitted to the 
Parish Office by no later than 30th September 2022 please. A copy of the Parish 
Council’s Grants Policy and the relevant application forms are available from the 
Parish Office (714555). 

Still the Number One Issue in the Parish
When I ask parishioners if they have any concerns or issues which the Parish 
Council might help with the response I hear most frequently is “speeding”. We now 
have twelve volunteers who carry out regular Speedwatch sessions in all three 
villages. There were 108 sessions in the period 1st January this year to 4th August 
which resulted in Sussex Police writing 940 letters to drivers warning them about 
their speeding, with 146 cases still to be processed. The highest speeds recorded 
in these sessions were 58mph in a “30” limit and 69mph in a “40” limit. The Police 
are unable to enforce the speed limits but an effective Community Speedwatch 
can make a difference. 
Community Speedwatch is comprised of volunteers who can give say three hours 
a month and, armed with a radar speed gun, note details of speeding cars and 
then input them into a police database. Warning letters are sent by the police 
and persistent offenders face a visit from police officers and possibly further 
action against them. Our Speedwatch exercises take place at Straight Half Mile, 
Maresfield, on the B2026 approaching Fairwarp Village, on the A22 approaching 
Nutley, near to Nutley School and on the Crowborough Road in Nutley. 

We need more volunteers from all three villages, please. Contact the Parish Office 
on 714555.

Dog Fouling
It’s no wonder dog fouling is such a problem – there are estimated to be more 
than 8 million dogs producing more than 1,000 tonnes of mess every day in the 
UK alone. While most dog owners are caring, responsible individuals, there are 
still some people who do not clean up after their pets. Regrettably some of these 
are dog owners in our Parish.
Anyone who fails to clear up after their dog can be issued with a Fixed Penalty 
Notice of up to £100. If the case goes to court this could cost the owner or person 
in charge of the animal up to £1,000. The law states that being unaware a dog has 
fouled or not having a suitable bag is not a reasonable excuse.
So, Parish dog owners, please carry poo bags, pick up your dog’s poo and either 
put it in a bin where provided or take it home for disposal.

Pippingford Manor, Pippingford Park, Nutley TN22 3HW – 01825 280 355
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www.pmfservices.co.uk
************

Pressure washing
Driveway and patio cleaning

Solar panel cleaning
************

Call today for your free quote
07872 170586

or email pm_french85@live.co.uk
Visit our website for more information  

or find us on Facebook.

Continued from page 17

Are your hedges or trees overhanging the footpath?
If so, please cut them back now as the bird nesting season is over. Hedge growth 
has been hugely prolific this year and overhanging hedges particularly affect 
people pushing prams, the elderly and those using disability scooters. As the 
landowner it is your responsibility to keep your hedges and trees trimmed back so 
please cooperate. If the Highways Authority is forced to intervene and cut back 
your hedge and tree growth, they will send you the bill!

Assistant Parish Clerk  
We have recently appointed a new Assistant Parish clerk, Ms Rosie Barnes, and 
wish her luck in her new role. Our Parish Clerk, Nancy O’Hanlon, and Rosie are 
always happy to see parishioners and assist wherever possible and be contacted 
on 01825 714555.

Be informed ! 
To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media are invaluable 
resources. Useful links are:
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/     
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/      https://www.ashdownforest.org/ 
And you can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

Martin Craddock 
Chairman, Maresfield Parish Council

www.maresfieldparish.org.uk 

All meetings commence 7.30 pm.
Monday 5 Sept Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Tuesday 6 Sept F&A Committee (Parish Office) 
Tuesday 20 Sept Full Council (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Thursday 22 Sept NDP Steering Group (Parish Office)
Monday 26 Sept Planning Committee (Fairwarp Village Hall)
Tuesday 27 Sept Maresfield Recreation Ground Committee 
 (Maresfield Pavilion) 

Parish Council Meetings: September 2022

dmc partnership
Chartered Accountants
•	 Full	accounts	services	for	
companies,	sole	traders	

•	 and	partnerships
•	 Completion	of	Tax	Returns
•	 Capital	gains	and	retirement	
tax	planning

•	 Sage	set-up	and	payroll	
services
Why	not	call	to	arrange	an	

appointment	with	no	obligation	
at	our	offices?

Contact	Estelle	Sherlock
Office:	Forest	Row	—	01342	824181
Email:	estelle@dmcpartnership.com

http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
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MARESFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Available for Hire for: Meetings, Birthday Parties, 

Receptions, Keep Fit, Badminton, Groups etc
Well-equipped kitchen. Tables/chairs to seat 100.

For further details and bookings, please call: 07876 718955
or email: maresfieldvillagehall@gmail.com

The Local Plan
Work is continuing on the Local Plan and it is now estimated that we will be able 
to consult on a draft Plan late in 2022 or early in 2023.
We are gradually moving away from top-down figures imposed by central 
government, but we are not there yet. Officers are looking carefully at constraints 
on development and issues of deliverability. However until we get to the point of 
having a Plan it is a free-for-all and developers are taking advantage of us all as 
they bank land and fail to sell properties that are built.
A lot of sites are coming forward and being discussed. Even in current circumstances 
we will be able to resist some sites on environmental and other grounds. Please 
do not get too alarmed about all the rumours!
Recent indications from government are that they will not impose housing 
numbers on us based on a bureaucratic formula and local councillors have been 
lobbying furiously for local decision-making.

Roads
28 miles of rural and urban roads across East Sussex are getting a summer 
makeover as this year’s surface dressing programme gets underway.
Roads due to get a new lease of life include those in Battle, Bexhill, Crowborough, 
Eastbourne, Hastings, Horam, Mayfield, Ringmer, Wadhurst and Wivelsfield, and 
cover an area of approximately 268,000 square metres.
The £2.1 million programme, which started earlier this month, is due to be 
completed by the end of August.
Sadly none of these improvements are in our area apart from some good work in 
Forest Row. I will keep fighting.

Sussex wine growers celebrate protected status 
Sussex wine growers have gained Protected Designation of Origin (PDO) status. 
PDO designation was granted by the Government’s Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs and means that Sussex wine has the same legal status as 
produce such as Scotch whisky, Welsh lamb and Jersey Royal potatoes.
The announcement of the Protected Designation of Origin covers products that 
are “produced, processed and prepared” in a specific area, using a particular – 
usually traditional, method.  The PDO encompasses Sussex sparkling, still and 
origin wines.
The recognition will also help Sussex PDO wine producers communicate the 
excellence of their product to consumers in the UK and abroad. It supports our 
growing viticulture sector.

Roy Galley

  Local Government News
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“Go wild in the country, where snakes in the grass are absolutely free.” I can still 
remember Annabella Lwin, of new-wave pop group Bow Wow Wow, singing 
those words on Top of the Pops back in 1982: a clarion call for early eighties 
urbanites to get out into the wild. 
Annabella was ecologically correct. There are indeed free snakes out there, a fact 
that still thrills me each time I encounter one slithering through Sussex. As a child 
I thought snakes were exotic creatures, which hung off African jungle branches 
in Johnny Weissmuller Tarzan movies to convey a vague sense of something 
sinister. But there’s nothing sinister about the Grass Snake; the commonest of 
Britain’s three native snake species. Mesmerising eyes, gorgeous sleek scales of 
olive-green and a series of stripes along their flanks. For a cold-blooded reptile 
they sure look hot. A key identification feature is that yellow collar encircling the 
back of their head. 
Grass Snakes have been rather short-changed when it comes to their name; 
they’re much better at swimming than they are at sitting in the grass (a bit like 
Johnny Weissmuller, who performed better in the water than he did on dry land). 
You’ll find Grass Snakes gliding through wet ditches and dykes or even in your 
garden pond as they hunt for their favourite food: frogs and toads. 
These amphibious feasts really pile on the pounds, so when their snakeskin suits 
become too tight they slip out of them to reveal a larger, shiny set of scales 
underneath. They undertake several costume changes each year and can grow to 
an impressive size – two or three feet is typical but there are rumours of six-foot long 

Grass snake

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and 
habitats throughout Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with local 

people for over half a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.  

We rely on the support of our members to help protect our rich natural 
heritage. Please consider supporting our work. As a member you will be 

invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy 
free events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex 

guide book, Discovering Wildlife.

It’s easy to join online at www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join 
or over the phone on 01273 497532.

monsters out there. 
Of course they’re 
nothing be scared 
of. If threatened 
they either pretend 
to be dead, hiss a 
lot or, according 
to my reptile book, 

“release a pungent, 
f o u l - s m e l l i n g 
substance from their 
anal gland.” 
In July female Grass 
Snakes excavate a 
chamber in a mound 
of decaying vegetation; a compost heap is perfect. Inside, she lays 5-20 leathery 
eggs and the heap’s heat and humidity cooks them to perfection. Set your egg 
timer for ten weeks and you’ll return to find pencil-sized baby snakes emerging 
into the world. 
I guess not everyone followed Bow Wow Wow’s advice back in 1982 because 
when leading my wildlife walks I’m always amazed at how many adults have never 
seen a snake in Britain. But it’s never too late to go wild in the country.  

Michael Blencowe
Learning & Engagement Officer, Sussex Wildlife Trust

www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk

Image: Derek Middleton

Image: Dave Kilbey

http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk
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FOLLOW OUR SOCIALS!

CHECK OUT OUR WORK

A Property Maintenance & Building company with a difference.

We complete projects from start to finish without
subcontracting or outsourcing.

An independent company that prides itself on
completing quality works with great communication.

FROM REFURBISHMENTS TO REFUSE
Sprint do it all

Rated Excellent On Rated Excellent On

COVERING EAST
SUSSEX

FULLY TRAINED &
INSURED

20+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE 

ALL WORKS
UNDERTAKEN

@sprintpropertyservices

www.sprintpropertyservices.co.uk
01323 335063

CONTACT US TODAY 

FREE
QUOTATIONS

PROVIDED

SPRINT 
HANDLE

ALL JOBS


