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                                               Message from the Vicar 

Itôs lovely to be able to greet you at the start of the Christmas    
season.  Iôm sure that many of you already have a full December 
agenda but I wanted to write to you about how you can join us in 
celebrating and considering the hope of Christmas. 
 

You will find all our Christmas events listed on back cover of this 
magazine and also on our website.  We would love to see you. 
 

My children cannot wait for Christmas.  For them, it is a day that promises so so 
much.  It is something to look forward to, to hope in, that makes the rest of      
December pale into insignificance.  It is like a beacon of light on the horizon. 
 

Light is a pretty significant Christmas theme.  At Christmastime, we see lights 
everywhere.  Decorative lights are displayed on the inside and outside of our 
homes and buildings, marking the season and bringing joy (depending on your 
taste!). 
 

If youôve ever been to a carol service, you will almost certainly have heard these 
words from Isaiah 9 in the Bible read from the front: 
 
2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 
 

We are told in the New Testament part of the Bible, that these words were spoken 
about Jesus.  He is the light of the world and in the Bible, light refers to truth, life, 
guidance, and hope.  Those words in Isaiah 9 were not spoken to a people for 
whom life was rosey.  It was spoken as words of hope to people who lived in a 
world of conflict, uncertainty, oppression, injustice and more.  The very reason 
these words have such great hope, the reason they are such a bright light, is     
because they shine in a dark place. 
 

Our world is not so different. Full of good things, yes.  But also, so many sad and 
difficult things.  We live in a world where we often ask ourselves significant 
questions.  Such as: What is the meaning of life?   
How can we know what is true?   
How do I live a life that matters?   
Whatôs wrong with the world?   
What does it mean to be spiritual? 
How can we be confident about the future? 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Local Government Update 
 
The effects of the Budget on East Sussex. 
At County level, we are still assessing the impact of the Rachel 
Reeves Budget on communities in East Sussex. 

There is still some uncertainty but a picture is emerging. 

The Budget included an extra Ã600 million for Social Care and an unallocated 
Ã700 million for local government which will be distributed as part of the Local 
Government settlement in December. There is some extra money for potholes but 
no more than we received recently from the previous government. 

The anticipation is that this will mean an extra Ã13million whilst the gap in East 
Sussex given rising demand for social care and Childrenôs services is about 
Ã57million. 

Whatever increase there is, we have to factor in the impact of national insurance 
increases and the rise in the minimum wage up 6.7% for adults 16% for 18- to 24-
year-olds. National insurance costs for the County will apparently be funded by 
the government but this will not apply to our contractors and service providers. 
Unless there is a change of heart these increases will have a big impact on Care 
Homes , not only those for the elderly but those used to house young adults and 
children with multiple needs. 

There are further pots of money available for specific projects such as Active 
travel, buses and improved recycling. 

However, the key problem in East Sussex is the rising demand for social care 
across all age ranges. 

Other impacts in East Sussex will include the threat to our farms from the        
removal of Inheritance tax reliefs. We have many family agricultural businesses 
and our local economy could be badly effected in the long term. 

We also have many excellent independent schools where parents will now face 20 
%Vat on their fees. Whether they will all survive and whether state schools will 
have the capacity to take additional children remains to be seen. 

Interestingly the Green Party favours not only the VAT charge but the removal of 
charitable status which would be another blow if they ever came near to power. 

Maresfield. 
As I write work has begun at last on resurfacing High St and School Hill in 
Maresfield. I have been campaigning for this in the last 3 years and Iôm delighted 
it is at last being done. 

Roy Galley     cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk 
 
01825 713018    or    07960 607672 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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District Councillorôs Report, October ï November 2024 

Scam warning: if you receive a text about a parking fine that 
looks like it comes from Wealden, itôs a scam. Donôt respond, 
and delete it. 

As promised last month, here is my report on Southern Waterôs 
East Sussex    update. Itôs fair to say that the company (SW) now 
recognises the scale of the problems it faces and has a lot of   

responsibility for creating. SWôs representatives were keen to stress that they   
prioritise customers and the environment (a tacit  admission that it had different 
priorities previously) and acknowledged that SW has a lot of work to do to put 
their systems into the condition they should be in.  However this is going to take a 
long time and cost a lot of money. That money will, under the present system, 
have to come from customers (us), borrowing and shareholders.  

Improvement works are underway at the Redgate Mill Waste Water Treatment 
Works in Crowborough, and at treatment works in Hailsham. Some drains and 
sewers are having their capacities increased to enable them to cope better with 
severe winter rains such as we had last winter, but this work will take a long time 
to be completed, because SW is dealing with flood threats to homes and other 
buildings as its top prevention priority. The last government legislated to give  
water companies until 2050 to achieve their overflow reduction targets, and I 
havenôt read anything about the new government bringing that date forward. 

The wider picture is that the south-east of England is an area of water stress (I 
read somewhere that Sydney has more annual rainfall than we do). In Wealden 
this is more of an issue for our water provider (South-East Water), but SW is   
encouraging house builders to incorporate use of rainwater for domestic purposes 
that donôt require drinking quality water (e.g. flushing toilets).  Our draft Local 
Plan has a policy designed to achieve that aim. 

More on planning: the council has submitted a detailed response to the            
governmentôs consultation on planning changes. If you want to read it, type 
óNPPF consultation responseô into the search box at the top of our home page. 
Secondly, our Council Leader (Rachel Millward) and Deputy Leader (James    
Partridge) have written to Angela Rayner (Deputy Prime Minister and also in 
charge of planning) about how aspects of the current planning and housing       
finance systems are preventing us from providing or securing the social and     
affordable housing that is badly needed by some thousands of people in Wealden. 
Please email me if youôd like a copy of the letter. 

Lastly, construction of 20 new council-built homes has begun in Uckfield, on the 
site of Streatfeild House. The development (to be called Coronation Place) will 
provide 18 homes let at social rents and 2 for shared ownership. All the homes 
will have net zero carbon emissions, achieved through proper insulation,          
electricity from PV panels and heating and hot water provided through air-source 
heat pumps. The residentsô fuel bills will consequently be noticeably lower than 
those imposed by the current inadequate national building standards. 

Ian Tysh Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk  01825 714639 

mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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Maresfield Parish CouncilðNewsletter 

Finance 
The Parish Council is setting a budget for the next financial year (2025/26) and 
this expenditure becomes the basis of the Parish Precept part of your annual   
Council Tax Bill. The budget setting process commenced at the October meeting 
of the Finance and Administration Committee and will culminate in the Parish 
Council approving the Budget and Precept proposals at its meeting on December 
17th. All Parish Council and Committee meetings are open to the public and start 
with an allocated time for members of the public to raise issues and ask questions. 
Please contact the Parish Clerk for an invitation.  

Wealden Local Plan 
Consultation on Wealden District Councilôs draft Local Plan closed in May and 
since then officers have been considering the thousands of comments received. 
Many of these submissions are available to read on line in Wealdenôs Consultation 
Portal. A revised draft Plan will be published in due course but there are still    
major uncertainties surrounding changes to government planning policies and 
housing targets. So we expect further delays in Wealden producing its revised 
draft. 

Community Speedwatch 
We have a dedicated, but too small, team of volunteers who regularly carry out 
vehicle speed monitoring at various locations in the Parish. You may have seen 
them in teams of two in their hi-vis yellow jackets. 
During the last year details of 1,304 vehicles were submitted to the authorities 
with information about the excessive speeds recorded. The Police send warning 
letters to the vehicle owners and should an owner receive three letters the Police 
will carry out further investigation. More volunteers are urgently needed in our 
Parish so if you can spare two or three hours a month please contact the Parish 
Clerk. Full training is given and operators are equipped with body cameras,      
recording both sound and vision, and any abuse is reported to the Police. 

May I take this opportunity, on behalf of our Parish Councillors, our Clerk and her 
team, to wish all our Parishioners a Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and 
Safe New Year.  

Parish Office visiting hours are 10.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday by prior         
appointment, please. (E-mail clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or phone 714555). 

To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media are invaluable 
resources. Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/        http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/   
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
 
And you can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 
  
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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(Continued from page 3) 
Are those questions you ask?   
 

If they are, I would really like to invite you to an opportunity to explore them t  
ogether.  Weôre calling this event ñHonest Questionsò, which is an opportunity to 
meet and talk about these things (honestly), whether you consider yourself     
sceptical, religious, or anywhere in between.  We will consider how Jesusô life and 
teaching speaks into our lives and questions, and have time for Q&A. 
 

We wonôt be meeting in the church, but at the Chequers Pub.   The first of four 
gathering will be on Thursday 9th January at 7:30pm and you are welcome to   
attend one, or them all as explore different questions. 
 

If you would like to book or find out more, please get in touch via the ñHonest 
Questionsò page on our website. You are also welcome to give me a call on 01825 
508352. 
 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 

Ben 
Rector of St Bartholomewôs Maresfield 
 
                                                _____________________ 
 
I wanted to comment on the recent news surrounding the Church of England. 
 

The recent revelations and events concerning the Makin Review and what it re-
vealed about safeguarding failings within the Church of England, have been a 
great source of sadness.  At the forefront of this sadness, are those victims who 
suffered so much. 
 

On Sunday November 17th, I addressed the church with some reflections on what 
has happened.  It was also an opportunity to remind the congregation about our 
own safeguarding procedures and the culture we are seeking to create.  These re-
flections are available on the safeguarding pages of our website for you read.  
 

www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com 
 

Revd Ben Sear 
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Maresfield Conservation Group 
 
As the year draws to a close, we want to extend heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
has supported us in 2024. From hands-on help to donations and spreading the 
word, your contributions have made a big impact!  
 
A very special óthank youô must go to our retiring committee member Rob      
Penfold, and his wife Peta, for a remarkable 10 years of dedication and service to 
the Conservation Group. Their hard work and commitment have made a lasting 
impact on our projects and community. We will miss them greatly and wish them 
all the best in their next adventure. 
 
Throughout the year, the Group has delivered on many projects aimed at          
preserving and enhancing our local environment. In recent months weôve put up a 
new MCG notice board, installed a wonderful illustrative map of the village walks 
and landmarks, organized litter picks and restored and maintained some of the 
parishôs footpaths. We do like to keep busy! 
 
Weôre also thrilled to announce the winners of our first ever Photography      
Competition. The stunning entries captured the best of our natural surroundings 
and have been compiled into a beautiful 2025 calendar, now available for        
purchase at the village shop. The competition was a great success and will run 
again during 2025 so look out for further news and entry T&Cs coming soon. 
 
As mentioned previously, our next scheduled event is the annual Christmas tree 
lighting which we do in conjunction with the Church and Chequers Inn. It takes 
place on 7th December, starting at 5pm. 
 
Looking ahead to the new year, please save the date for our annual fundraising 
quiz taking place at the Village Hall on Saturday 8 March at 7pm. Please book 
your teams and tickets from Ian Shaw (Tel: 07956 564795; email: 
ian@andrewmilton.co.uk).  
 
From all of us at MCG and the Footpaths Group, we wish you a happy, healthy 
and peaceful Christmas and New Year! 
Jo Lawrance 
Chair, MCG 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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From the Nutley Historical Society archives:   Maresfield 

We have been going through some of 
the late Peter Kirbyôs photo  albums  
and have come across two photos 
which relate to Maresfield.  These are 
of The Coffee Cup. 
 
From Find My Past newspapers it 
appear Colonel James Hayes-Sadler 
carried on a fruit business known as 
The Coffee Cup, on the London - 
Eastbourne Road, with a tea room 
opposite.  In 1929 both of these   
premises were broken into and cigarettes were stolen. 
 
In April 1962 The Coffee Cup was being sold on account of ill-health and it    
appears he owned the premises for over 30 years.  The caf® measured 50ft x 20ft 
with a 122t frontage. 

 
I have not been able to trace anything 
else.  Does anyone know where this 
was?   
 
Perhaps you might even  remember 
it? 
 
If so, the Historical Society would 
love to hear from you. 
 
Jill Rolfe - Secretary of the 
Nutley Historical Society. 

Maresfield Parish Council Meetings ï December 2024 

N.B. Please note that meeting dates and times are subject to change so please check on 
the Parish website or call the office beforehand if you are interested in attending. 

Monday 
9
th
 December 

Planning    
Committee 

Fairwarp Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 

Tuesday 
10
th
 December 

Finance &    
Administration 

Maresfield Parish 
Office 

10:00am 

Tuesday 
10th December 

Environment 
Committee 

Maresfield Parish 
Office 

7:30pm 

Tuesday 
17
th
 December 

Full Council 
Maresfield 
Village Hall 

7:30pm 
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                        Dads & Tots at Maresfield Church 
 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning for Dads and Tots in Maresfield 
Church.  This group is for Dads/Grandads and their children/grandchildren aged  
0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity spend time with your children, 
get to know other Dads and enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some breakfast.  There 
will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sandwiches for dads. 
 
Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.   The 
next two meetings are on:  21st December. 

 
 
 

Toddler Praise 
 
                                 Tuesdays  9-10.15am Maresfield Church (term time) 

 
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our    
informal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys 
and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge 
for the group, but donations to running costs are welcome. 
No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

 
 

Little Deers Playgroup 
 

The playgroup meets in Maresfield Village Hall from 9.15ð11am on Thursday 
mornings (except the first Thursday in the month).    We have places for pre 
school children. 
 
Just turn up and enjoy meeting other parents while 
your children make new friends and enjoy playtime 
together, in a safe environment with lots of lovely 
toys. 
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Bonners School & Nursery- November 2024 
 
Last term was incredibly busy one here at Bonners. It was 
filled with fantastic finishes across all classes. Our       
children enjoyed a wide range of activities, including 
Egyptian-themed days, sporting events, baking hedgehog 
bread, a culinary DT challenge for Year 5/6, a visit from 
Reptylers zoo for our Early Years and KS1, sporting 
events and a wonderful Harvest Festival celebration at    
St. Bartholomewôs Church. Itôs been a non-stop, exciting 
term enriched with experiences that bring learning to life 
in engaging ways. 

 
This term Bonners School also proudly supported #HelloYellow Day in       
recognition of World Mental Health Day. With the growing number of young 
people in need of mental health supportðnearly half a million being referred 
each monthðraising awareness has never been more critical. Sadly, many young 
people are still not receiving the help they need, and this must change. Thatôs 
why #HelloYellow is more important than ever, young people that their feelings 
matter and that they deserve to feel supported. To show their support, the       
children were invited to wear a yellow accessory to school, symbolising the    
importance of mental health. During the day, children were reminded that it's  
always okay to talk about their worries. They were also encouraged to use the 
worry boxes available in their classrooms or to speak with an adult at school 
whenever they need. 
 
Throughout this year, in association with the charity ótable talkô and the Royal 
Academy of Culinary arts, we are delighted that our Upper Key Stage Two pupils 
are participating in their Table Talk Programme this year! Their first session was 
an exciting taste and sensory workshop with Chef John, where they explored  
different foods and created their own personal taste maps. Foxes Class showed 
impressive courage in trying new flavours like chicory and sea samphire. 
Throughout the year, they will take part in several more sessions, with the      
programme aiming to provide high-quality food education and valuable insights 
into the dynamic world of hospitality, linking well with our careers programme. 
 
If you would like anymore information regarding our school please call        
01825 762381 or visit https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/.  
 

ñBe the best you can be, so that you can live life to the full.ò  

https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/
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