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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
(Interdenominational) 

ST. PETERôS CHURCH,  CHAILEY 
 

Friday 6th March 2026 at 2.00 p.m. 
 

The Theme is Written by the Christian Women of Nigeria 

óI will give you rest, Comeô 
 

We join a great wave of prayer which encircles the globe, beginning in      
Samoa and ending146 countries later in American Samoa, all praying with 
and for the country and people of Nigeria. 
 
We are called closer to God and find rest in him.  When we totally trust and 
have faith in God our burdens become light and we find rest.  The service 
shares the stories of 4 Nigerian women who inspire us to work towards a 
world without injustice, insecurity, marginalisation, religious persecution, 
poverty and despair.  We become one body in Christ, receiving and bringing 
rest to the world.  Their stories encourage and inspire women throughout the 
world to unite as one people in both prayer and action. 
 

REFRESHMENTS 
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Heritage and Horizons 

The Tower 
St.Bartholomewôs Church dates back 
1,000 years with modifications over the 
years,    including the construction of the 
church tower in about 1412.  

The tower is now in need of some         
restoration work to keep it open and     
operational.  It  supports 8 working bells 
and a village clock.    We have completed 
the essential work to make the  tower safe 
but it is still in need of some care and   
attention to give longevity.    

The chart alongside the tower shows the 
funding required and how we are doing.    

Please help us to complete this essential work and watch the thermometer grow. 
Thank you for your support. 

For more information, please contact  Revd.Ben Sear on 
vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com  
 
 

 
 

Alan Sallows -  described as ñA gentleman of Sussex rugbyò 
passed away peacefully at home on 4th January 2026.      

Alan had been a resident of Maresfield Park for nearly 44yrs.   He 
was a lifelong supporter of rugby and was voted in as a life    
member of Uckfield Rugby Football Club (URFC),  the Sussex 
Referees Society and Sussex County Rugby Union.   He was 
known as a tough but fair referee with a passion for the sport that, 
in his later years, focused on youth   engagement. 

Alan  supported many  other projects including Active Uckfield,  Norman's Pond 
and  Maresfield Village Hall,  examining the accounts each year.   He was still  
serving on the Finance Committee of Sussex County when he passed away. 

Alan spent much of his childhood in Jordan, Egypt and then the Royal  Grammar 
School at High Wickham.   He had vivid recollections of childhood life which 
revolved around school in the mornings and swimming lessons in the Suez Canal 
in the afternoons 

He will be greatly missed by his family and friends, leaving a wife Jean,      
daughter, Kerstin, granddaughter, Keria and large step family  .      

 

mailto:vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com
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Groups at St.Bartsðall very welcome 
   Toddler Praise   Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church  
(term time only).   0-4 year olds and parents and carers are       
welcome at our informal group on Tuesday mornings in 
Maresfield Church for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, 
craft, toys and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no 
charge for the group, but  donations to running costs are welcome. 
No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 This group is for Dads/Grandads and their  children/
grandchildren aged  0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots 
is an  opportunity spend time with your children, get 
to know other Dads and enjoy  unlimited coffee/tea 

and some breakfast.  We have snacks for the children and bacon/
sausage sandwiches for dads.   Dads and Tots runs from                
9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.  See website for next 
www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com    

Flourish.    How do we live our best lives?   If youôre in year 4 
upwards you are welcome to join us at Flourish to find out more 
about the big story of the Bible and how it helps us know        
ourselves and God better. We play games, eat dinner and dive 
into Godôs amazing story every Wednesday from5.30-6.30 at 
Maresfield church. Ask Claudia for more  information 
at claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com   

 St.Barts Community Caf®.    Every Wednesday from 9amð12       
noon.     Come and join us for lively chatter, good company,      
regular talks/demonstrations, crafts and so much more and all    
enjoyed with coffee/tea, cake etc.   All free,  donations appreciated 
but not  essential     

    Connections.   Are you a local woman looking to make real 
friends? This warm and welcoming group offers relaxed events 
where local women can meet and get to know each other.  
The events often include a meal and a guest speaker, speaking on  
the theme of friendship and or faith.  Contact Alison for more 
information:  alimcbrien@gmail.com 

 TLC Bereavement Group.   We get together on the first Friday of 
the month.  This is a joint venture between Maresfield and Nutley 
Churches and we are currently meeting at Nutley Church Hall      
between 2-3:30pm.   TLC is for anyone who has suffered loss.  We 
hope TLC will be a place of community and support for those who 
are  suffering bereavement.        
  Contact Pauline on 07751729049 

 



6 

 

Local Government Update   
Highways  
The bread and butter of my County Council work is trying to resolve local highways issues. 
There are times when Iôm involved with care problems whether children or adults but roads 
are the big topic. 
In the last 12 months or so we have made quite a lot of progress and here is what I think we 
have fixed. You may not agree with my judgement in every case but quite a lot has been 
done. 
These are the successes- 
Goldbridge Weight limit sorted out and bridge reopened. 
Five Ash Down Traffic Light Sequencing resolved. 
Resurfacing outside Cats Protection on A275. 
Potholes on Kiln Lane,Isfield filled 
Drainage, Tanyard Lane, Chelwood Gate fixed. 
Maresfield High Street Resurfacing. 
Maresfield Village Hall drainage. 
Patching at Herons Ghyll. 
Footpath and hedge cutting Pound Green to Howbourne Lane,Buxted. 
Hedge cutting near Coopers Green. 
Horsted Lane. Danehill- surface and drains. 
Freshfield Lane resurfacing. 
Danehill- Horsted Lane Barrier- completed April 2025 
Lampool pothole ï done March. 
Nutley High St pothole April 
Hedge at Heatherwode Farm, Buxted 
 Surfacing on A275 Danehill south of Cumnor School.  
 Batts Bridge. Piltdown -flooding stopped 
Danehill hedges/footpath near the War Memorial.  
Grinstead Lane, Tyes Cross.  Patching completed Summer 2025. More to be done. 
The bridge at Underhill and signage/repairs at Cobdown Lane/Millwood Lane. Aug 2025 
Coopers Green Drainage .  Largely complete. 
Jet Patching  Fletching  - from Trading Boundaries to Spaynes Green. 
Nursery Lane/A22 junction ï new edging to reduce flooding down Nursery Lane. 
Totease  House Hedge, Buxted cut 
Sink hole in Hurstwood Road , Buxted fixed. 
Millpond Drainage and Budletts roundabout drainage. Mostly complete. 
Road Safety.  
Buxted School.  New signage to be installed 
Nutley School . Improved signage and resurfacing works agreed. 
Improved signage in Danehill. 
Work to be done 
A22 Pippingford to Wych Cross surfacing and road safety. 
Crowborough Road, Nutley. Road Safety. 
Road safety A275 near Trading Boundaries. 
Beaconsfield Road, Chelwood Gate. Surface and drains. 
Howbourne Lane, Buxted -drainage 
Lots more to be done. 

Happy New Year. 
Roy Galley                  cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk                    01825713018  

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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Wealden District Council Report 
  Food waste collections 
  Biffa will start collecting food waste from our homes on 30th March.  
  The distribution of food waste bins should have started by the time you 
  read this ï if not, theyôll be arriving soon.  This change is the result of 
national legislation, and the Council supports it, as it will reduce the amount of 
waste going to landfill or being incinerated. Both those    methods of waste disposal 
cause pollution, whereas the collected food waste will be turned into soil conditioner 
that will be usable by farmers, gardeners and anyone else concerned with improving 
the quality of soil without using harmful substances. 
Local Plan consultation 
In December 2024, the government increased Wealdenôs housing targets by 257 
homes a year and changed the way in which the impact of new homes on roads and 
transport has to be assessed by the planning system. This has necessitated changes to 
the draft Plan that was consulted on in 2024, and we are obliged to hold a fresh    
consultation on the changes.  The new draft of the relevant chapters of the Plan will 
be voted on by the whole Council and, if itôs passed, consultation will begin in early 
February.  Exhibitions are planned to take place in Uckfield on Saturday              
14th February and in Maresfield on Tuesday 24th February ï youôll be able to find 
full details on our website. Please take part ï your responses are read and considered 
and the very local knowledge you can bring to the process can be particularly     
helpful to councillors. 
Wealden housing and transfer application system 
Wealden Housing Departmentôs computer system is being updated. The current por-
tal for people wanting to apply for social housing or for a transfer from one social 
home to another  wonôt be able to use the Sussex Homemove-Home portal from 26th 
January   onwards.  The new portal will open on Monday 2nd February - https://
wealden.portal.housingone.mrisoftware.com/OA/ibsxmlpr.p?docid=login . If you 
want to make an application this month you will need to have submitted it in full by 
5pm on 26th January. 
Uckfield Leisure Centre 
The Council has secured a grant of almost Ã225,000 from Sports England to help 
pay for the installation of solar panels and other energy efficiency improvements at 
the    Leisure Centre.  This is a further demonstration of our commitment to the long
-term future of the Centre which, you may recall, we saved from closure soon after 
being elected in May 2023. 
South-East Water 
What a shambles.  I am looking into what compensation may be payable to both           

residents and businesses by SE Water for financial loss and general disruption and    

worry caused by its serial incompetence. I am also asking our officers to obtain legal 

advice on whether we can introduce a planning condition similar to the one we use 

in respect of waste disposal by Southern Water, which would prevent occupation ï 

or even the grant of permission ï until SE Water can prove to the Council that de-

velopment will be adequately supplied with water without affecting the supply to 

existing properties. If you have any queries about compensation, please contact me. 

Ian Tysh   Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk    01825 714639 

https://wealden.portal.housingone.mrisoftware.com/OA/ibsxmlpr.p?docid=login
https://wealden.portal.housingone.mrisoftware.com/OA/ibsxmlpr.p?docid=login
mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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Newsletter from Maresfield Parish Council - February 2026 
 

Planning - New Homes for Maresfield Village 
A new Application for a further 29 homes on Mill House Farm with access on to 
School Hill has been submitted; this is in addition to the 31 homes for which     
planning permission has been granted but have not yet been developed on the land 
between the new Application site and School Hill. The Parish Council had hoped 
that access to the Mill House Farm sites would be off the A22 through the land west 
of the recreation ground (which is allocated for development) by a newly            
constructed roundabout. It seems a great shame that the relevant land owners are 
unable to cooperate to avoid the undesirable access through Maresfield Village to 
these new developments. We also await the publication of Wealdenôs revised draft 
Local Plan which is expected to incorporate increased housing targets. 
Hedge cutting 
Where you have hedges bordering on footpaths or the highway it is your (the    
property ownerôs) responsibility to ensure that they do not encroach. Please inspect 
your hedges etc. and cut them back now, well before the nesting season when such 
action is not allowed. 
Grit Bins have been replenished so please make use of them over the cold spells 
but the Grit should not be used on private property. 
Crowborough Army Camp 
At its December meeting the Parish Council agreed to write to the Home Office 
expressing serious concern and seeking reassurances about the plans to house up to 
600 asylum seekers at the Crowborough Army Camp. 
Fords Green, Nutley 
The Council has agreed to resurface the Childrenôs Play Area at Fords Green and it 
is hoped this work will take place in the Spring. 
Defibrillator at Nutley Memorial Hall 
The Council has taken over responsibility for the defibrillator at the Nutley         
Memorial Hall and will ensure that it is regularly serviced/inspected. 
Maresfield Recreation Ground Parkin Access 
Phase one of the car parking improvements at the Recreation Ground have been 
completed and will remove Recreation Ground usersô cars from most of Park Farm 
Lane as  our parking spaces are now only accessible from the newly laid track to the 
south of the parking spaces. It is hoped that we can proceed with Phase two soon 
which will improve the parking area adjacent to School Hill. 
Useful links are: 
 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
 
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
 
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Facebook. 
 
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

(Meeting dates on page 15) 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 

2025 
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Vulnerable Residents Urged to Join South East Water Support Register 

Over the weekend of 10/11 January 2026, residents in Sussex and Kent including     
Nutley experienced a water outage which continued for several days. 
If you are a vulnerable customer, you can receive extra help. Please sign up to 
South East Water Priority Services Register (PSR), a free service designed to     
support      vulnerable people. 
The register is open to anyone who may need additional assistance, including older 
residents, people with disabilities or long-term health conditions, those with       
mobility issues, mental health challenges, hearing or sight impairments, or families 
with young children. Customers who rely on water for medical needs are also 
strongly             encouraged to join. 
By registering, customers can receive tailored support such as advance warning of 
planned supply interruptions, priority help during emergencies, alternative water    
supplies if needed, accessible billing information, and additional assistance with   
communication. 
Signing up is quick and free. Customers, carers, family members or support     
workers can register online through the South East Water website or by contacting 
the        company directly by phone. Registration does not affect bills and infor-
mation is kept confidential. 
South East Water says the register helps ensure no one is left without vital support 
when it matters most and is encouraging anyone who thinks they ð or someone 
they care for ð could benefit to sign up. 
Call the Customer Care Team on 0800 952 4000, Monday to Friday 8am - 
7pm. Or register online My Account | South East Water 

https://myaccount.southeastwater.co.uk/auth/login?returnUrl=%2Fhelp-to-pay%2Fpsr


16 

 

  

 

 

 

       Maresfield Conservation Group 
 
As you may know Jo Lawrance recently stepped down as 

chair and I have the pleasure of stepping into the role. I am looking forward building 
on her work. We are already planning a series of events for 2026. We kick off with 
the MCG Quiz in aid of the Uckfield Foodbank on Saturday 7th March. Booking is 
now open for tables for a maximum of six people (at Ã8pp) through the MCG        
website. Please make sure you book early! If you would like to sponsor a raffle prize, 
please get in touch. 
 
Please keep a look out on the Events page of the MCG website for future  activities 
which will include our AGM (please note this will now be on 12th May); litter picks, 
speakerôs evenings; a summer celebration; the calendar photographic competition; 
and Christmas tree lighting. You can also see information about the work of our     
brilliant Footpaths Group and different local projects. You can keep up to date 
through our Facebook page. 
 
We are ñdigitisingò the extensive records of the Historical Society and plan to launch 
the Maresfield History Resource at our AGM. We are also commissioning an         
ecological survey of land around the village during the spring to help identify some of 
the natural resources we can enjoy and protect. I look forward to meeting you at these 
events during 2026! If youôre not yet a member you can also join through the MCG 
website. In the meantime, if you have any thoughts and ideas which the MCG could 
consider, you can contact me direct by email on chair@maresfield.org  
Best wishes, Graham Shaw 
 
 

News from Chequers: 

Happy New year from all of us at The Chequers, we hope you had a great Christmas 
and New year time celebrating with your families and friends.  
 
We enjoyed seeing you all in 2025 and thank you so much if you came in to support 
the pub. We really hope to see you all again or meet more of you over the next year.  
I hope to see more of you over the coming months and into summer, we have lots of 
exciting things been planned.  
 
First things first though, February is Valentines Month, do you have plans yet? We 
have a special meal planned for the night 14th. This is pre-booked only, off the special 
valentines menu and is Ã32.00 per person including a bottle of 
wine to share.  
Call us on 01825 749970 to find out more information and look 
forward to seeing some or hopefully all of you there.  
 
Kids are also eating for Ã1 at the moment with any adult main 
that is ordered. So feel free to come in anytime, the kitchen is 
open 12-9 daily. We would love to see you and your little ones.  

From Kellie and the Team at The Chequers.  

mailto:chair@maresfield.org
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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