
  

 

 
 

. 



2 

 



3 

 

By the time you read this, a new year is beginning.  Iôd like to start 
by saying a big thank you to everyone who helped make our    
Christmas services and events possible and for all of those who 
joined us.  If I didnôt have to write this before Christmas, I would 
include some  photos. 
 

What is grounding you, as you begin 2026?  Hopefully family, 
friends, hobbies and traditions.  We all need reference points to 

help navigate lifeôs twists and turns, whether thatôs people we can go to or       
wisdom to call upon. 
 

Over Christmas, weôll have been reflecting on Jesus as ñthe logosò, which       
translates to ñthe Word.ò  It is a title given to Jesus in the opening lines of Johnôs    
Gospel.  To those first readers of Johnôs Gospel, logos was the expression of    
hidden things, the expression of wisdom. 
 

For Jesus to be ñthe Wordò is Johnôs way of showing us that, in Jesus, we have 
Godôs truth and wisdom personified and revealed.  Jesus is truth, he is wisdom, 
and he brought those things with him when he came into the world.  In Jesus we 
find a reference point for life that is out of this world.  In Jesus we see and hear 
the voice of the one who made all things.  He calls us to build our lives on him.   
 

You may be familiar with Jesusô teaching where he challenges people to hear 
what he says and put it into practice.  He says that those who do this are like those 
who build their house on the rock, a house that withstands the rain and rising   
waters.  Those that donôt are like those who build their house on sand, where the 
house ends up falling down (Matthew 7:24-6). 
 

There are many elements to this, but one of them is having a sure foundation for 
life.  A reference point that helps us to make good decisions, wise decisions.     
Jesusô teaching gives us a reference point with which to determine what is right 
and wrong, good and evil.  It has shaped our culture and expectations so much 
that we take it for granted. 
 

What happens when we, or a society loses this?  How do we determine what is 
right or wrong?  What binds us together?  We end up being our own reference 
point for things, often losing objectivity about what is right and what makes    
human beings valuable.  We find ourselves at the mercy of every tide, every idea 
about how things are supposed to be.     
 

In church during 2026, amongst other things, we are exploring what Christians    
believe and how the Christian story makes sense of modern life.  Weôd love for 
you to join us and be part of the conversation. 
 

See you soon.          Ben    (Vicar of Maresfield and Nutley Churches) 
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Groups at St.Bartsðall very welcome 
   Toddler Praise   Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church  
(term time only).   0-4 year olds and parents and carers are       
welcome at our informal group on Tuesday mornings in 
Maresfield Church for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, 
craft, toys and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no 
charge for the group, but  donations to running costs are welcome. 
No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 This group is for Dads/Grandads and their  children/
grandchildren aged  0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots 
is an  opportunity spend time with your children, get 
to know other Dads and enjoy  unlimited coffee/tea 

and some breakfast.  We have snacks for the children and bacon/
sausage sandwiches for dads.   Dads and Tots runs from  9-
10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.  See website for next 
www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com    

Flourish.    How do we live our best lives?   If youôre in year 
4 upwards you are welcome to join us at Flourish to find out 
more about the big story of the Bible and how it helps us 
know ourselves and God better. We play games, eat dinner 
and dive into Godôs amazing story every Wednesday from   

 5.30-6.30 at Maresfield church. Ask Claudia for more         
 information at claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com   

 St.Barts Community Caf®.    Every Wednesday from 9amð12       
noon.     Come and join us for lively chatter, good company,      
regular talks/demonstrations, crafts and so much more and all    
enjoyed with coffee/tea, cake etc.   All free,  donations appreciated 
but not  essential     

    Connections.   Are you a local woman looking to make real 
friends? This warm and welcoming group offers relaxed events 
where local women can meet and get to know each other.  
The events often include a meal and a guest speaker, speaking on  
the theme of friendship and or faith.  Contact Alison for more 
information:  alimcbrien@gmail.com 

 

 TLC Bereavement Group.   We get together on the first Friday of 
the month.  This is a joint venture between Maresfield and Nutley 
Churches and we are currently meeting at Nutley Church Hall      
between 2-3:30pm.    TLC is for anyone who has suffered 
loss.  We hope TLC will be a place of community and support for 
those who are  suffering bereavement.        

   Contact Pauline on 07751729049 
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Newsletter from Maresfield Parish Council - January 2026  

 
A Very Happy, Peaceful and Safe New Year to everyone in the 
Parish !  

Finance and the Parish Precept  
In Decemberôs newsletter I wrote about the Parish Precept setting 
process. (The Parish Precept is a constituent part of your annual 

Council Tax.) At its December meeting the Parish Council was expected to        
approved its Budget and Precept level for 2026/27. The  recommendation is for a 
modest increase in line with inflation whilst maintaining a satisfactory level of   
reserves.  

Urgent need for new Parish Councillors 
We were very pleased to co-opt Mr Harus Rai to the Council at the November 
meeting. Cllr Rai brings a wealth of financial and management expertise and he 
will also serve on the Finance and Administration Committee. The Parish Council 
includes the villages of Fairwarp, Maresfield and Nutley as well as surrounding 
countryside and we have a quota of fourteen Councillors but currently we have   
only eleven. Please consider volunteering to be co-opted to the worthwhile and      
satisfying role of Parish Councillor. For more information please contact our Clerk, 
Nancy OôHanlon, on 714555. 

Planning and the draft Wealden Local Plan 
A revised draft Local Plan is expected to be published before the end of January 
and the Parish Council Planning Committee will review it and make                   
recommendations for a response during the consultation period. We will convene a 
public meeting to obtain parishioners views. We will be looking in particular at 
proposed new housing in Maresfield, the expansion of Ashdown Business Park and 
the protection from new development in areas surrounding Ashdown Forest. In the 
meantime we await a decision from Wealden on the Planning Application for 1,700 
new homes at Owlsbury Farm and are very disappointed that the Planning Inspector 
has allowed the Appeal against Wealdenôs refusal of the  Application for 37 homes 
on land off Limestone Way Maresfield where we (and Wealden) consider the    
proposed access to be totally unsuitable. 

The Parish Council Website 
There is a mine of information available to you on our website about the Parish 
Council, its various policies, agendas and minutes of meetings and who the parish 
councillors are. Please do take a few minutes to browse.  
www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/ 

I can also recommend that you subscribe to the personalised Wealden District 
Council web pages at https://my.wealden.gov.uk/ and Wealden will send you a 
weekly email not only reminding you of your bin collection day but also advising 
you of any planning applications lodged close to your property of which you may 
like to be aware. 

http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
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   The Parish Office 
Our Parish Office is situated behind the Memorial Hall and adjacent to the       
Social Club in Churchfields, Nutley. Parish Office visiting hours are 10.30 to 
12.30 Monday to Friday by prior appointment, please. (E-mail 
clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or phone 714555). 

Other useful links are:   www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk    www.ashdownforest.org/  

And you can also follow the Parish Council on  Facebook.  
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

 

Wealden District Council  

Crowborough Camp 

For full coverage of Wealden District Councilôs update on this subject, please 

see :   

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?

utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_c

ontent=CrowboroughArmyCamp   or follow the link from the home page. 
 

 
Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk                  01825 714639 
 
I wish you all a very Happy New Year. 

 

mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk
http://www.ashdownforest.org/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_content=CrowboroughArmyCamp
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_content=CrowboroughArmyCamp
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_content=CrowboroughArmyCamp
mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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FLETCHING SINGERS' EPIPHANY CONCERT 
Fletching Church, TN22 3SR.  Saturday 17th January 2026 at 7.30pm 

  

In celebration of Epiphany and the New Year, The Fletching Singers are      excit-
ed to be joined by members of the Mid Sussex Silver Band who will add jubila-
tion and triumph to music by Praetorius, Mendelssohn and Scheidt.  With plenty 
more beautiful choral works both old and new, interspersed with a poem or two, 
this is sure to be a lovely way to liven up a dark January night.  Directed by Ansy 
Boothroyd.  
  
Tickets Ã15 on the door or Ã12.50 early bird until Tuesday 13th                     Janu-
ary.  Available online at https://www.fletchingsingers.co.uk  from        members 
or 07802 855113 
  
A slice of traditional Galette des Rois will be offered free with every drink bought 
from the bar.   
  
Retiring collection for www.thekindnesscooperation.org 

East Sussex County Council 
 

For an Update on Crowborough Camp please go to: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-accommodation-at-military-
sites-factsheets/crowborough-training-camp-east-sussex-factsheet    

 

 
 Contact:  cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk 
01825 713018    or   07960 607672 
 
I wish you all a very Happy New Year 
 

https://www.fletchingsingers.co.uk
http://www.thekindnesscooperation.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-accommodation-at-military-sites-factsheets/crowborough-training-camp-east-sussex-factsheet
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/asylum-accommodation-at-military-sites-factsheets/crowborough-training-camp-east-sussex-factsheet
mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 

2025 



15 

 

 

 
 



16 

 

  

 

 

 

 



17 

 

 

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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