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                           The Rector Writes 

Welcome to this summer edition of the magazine for July and August.  
As always, I hope this finds you well. 

I suspect summer will be different for all of us.  For some, there will 
be trips to different places and catch-ups with friends and family.  For 
others it may be a lonelier time.  I wonder who we could look out for 
over this summer season? 

On Sunday the 31st of August, there will be a 10:30am service at St Bartholomewôs 
Church.  Our current plan is to spend time together after the service for some lunch.  
Weôre staying optimistic about the weather and hope to be able to put on a BBQ or 
something similar.  Weôd love to invite you to both the service and lunch.  If you 
canôt stay for both, that fine.  If youôre walking past and decide to join usé thatôs 
also fine.  Iôll aim to put something on the various Facebook pages in due course as 
plans come together. 

I also wanted to let you know that Revd Pauline Ingram will soon be 
stepping down as our Associate Vicar.  Pauline has been part of 
Maresfield and Nutley churches for 11 years and I know that so many 
people have appreciated her thoughtful and caring ministry.  Paulineôs 
last service will be on Sunday October 5th at a 10:30am service in Nutley 
Church.  I will send out more information nearer the time, but if you 
would like to join us and show your appreciation then it would be       
brilliant to see you. 

Iôd like to end with a quote from Psalm 8: 
 3 I think about the heavens. 
     I think about what your fingers have created. 
    I think about the moon and stars 
     that you have set in place. 
 4 What are human beings that you think about them? 
       What is a son of man that you take care of him? 

The beauty and scale of the natural world, speak to us of Godôs goodness and      
greatness.  But the writer of the Psalm also asks a rhetorical question because, despite 
everything in the universe, God is mindful, even cares, for each person he has made. 

I hope that over the summer you have moments where you can enjoy and marvel at 
the natural world.  But I also hope that you are mindful of the fact that God is        
interested in you ï that he cares for you.  So, whether you are with others on holiday, 
or facing time alone, that you are aware of the presence of God. 

See you over the summer, or on the other side. 

God Bless 

Ben 
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Local Government Update 
Owlsbury 
Most residents will now be aware of the proposal to build 1700 
houses west of the A22 between Isfield, Piltdown and Little    
Horsted. 
 
There are very good reasons to oppose this- 

 
The accumulated housing in our area from this and other developments is totally 
unsustainable. 
 
The roads could not cope with the traffic even if the proposed inadequate dualling 
of the A22 were to go ahead. 
 
The consequent water and sewage problems would be horrendous, 
 
It would adversely affect Ashdown Forest, take good agricultural land and destroy 
Ancient Woodland. 
 
If you can please object before June 22nd on the Wealden Council  planning site. 
Application no WD/2025/0922/MEA 
 
 
Civic Duties 
At the County Council meeting on May 22nd, I was pleased to be re-elected as 
Chairman of the County Council for another year. 
 
This is a purely ceremonial post similar to that of our local mayors. It is the civic 
head for East Sussex. It is unfortunate that the term Mayor is being used for      
different roles. Traditionally it has been a non-executive ceremonial role but, of 
course, now we are discussing electing an executive Mayor for Sussex which is 
an entirely different concept. This can lead to some confusion 
 
An important part of the job is to chair the Council meetings and then to represent 
the County at events from Royal visits to Town and Parish events. 
 
On June 4th I attended the Visit England National Awards. This was quite         
inspirational. The visitor and tourist economy is important for us and I look     
forward to supporting the local partnership which is aiming to support this sector 
in Sussex. I will soon be going to encourage a local project in Bexhill and then 
attending the Kingôs Awards for Voluntary Service in Eastbourne. 
 

(continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 
Petition 
Another role of the Chairman is to accept petitions. Then I must decide if they are 
to be passed on for officers and lead members to consider. Usually this is        
straightforward, and they relate to issues like road safety within the Councilôs    
remit. We had a recent petition asking that East Sussex ñdivest the Local           
Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) and end procurement contracts, with       
companies enabling Israelôs grave violations of Palestinian rights.ò 
 
This was difficult because the Council has no influence on foreign affairs. The 
County Council is distinct from the Pension Fund and then the Pension Fund itself 
does not directly invest. The main concern, of course, is that the pensions of some 
88000 pensioners ae affected by where funds are invested and the duty is to       
ensure the best return for pensioners. 
 
There are other legal constraints. 
 
Procurement Policy issued after the Russian invasion of Ukraine restricts the    
summary and unilateral  termination of contracts. 
 
Generally the Council needs to be impartial on international conflicts. 
 
For these reasons the petition was rejected. 
 
Surface dressing programme 
In June a new programme of resurfacing for about 40 miles of roads will be  tarted. 
 
In our area, this will include the A26 at Herons Ghyll, then at Little Horsted and at 
Rose Hill. 
 
This is to be welcomed but I cannot understand why the A22 near Pippingford and 
Roads through Fletching are not included. 
 
Roy Galley 

cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk  01825713018  or  07960 607672 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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          Wealden District Council Report  
 
Change of leadership 
In accordance with the Allianceôs agreement, Rachel Millward is now Deputy 
Leader of the Council and James Partridge has reverted to being Leader.  They 
will swap again at next Mayôs Full Council meeting. 
 
Community-Led Infrastructure Fund 
This Fund was voted into existence at Mayôs Full Council meeting.  It has initial 
funding of Ã2 million, mostly taken from the Community Infrastructure Levy that 
developers pay. Its purpose is to help small and medium-sized organisations pay 
for improvements such as adaptations to buildings, energy efficiency measures, 
improved access to outdoor spaces or new facilities or equipment. Organisations 
will need to pay at least 20% of the cost of what they want to do ï for example, if 
the full cost of a proposal is Ã1000, the Fund will provide a maximum of Ã800 
(actual figures will be decided case by case). If youôre interested, please email 
CLIF@wealden.gov.uk . 
Uckfield Leisure Centre 
 
Iôm pleased to report that the Councilôs new lease of the Leisure Centre has finally 
been completed. It runs until 2042. If and when Wealden Council is abolished, the 
lease will automatically be taken over by the unitary authority that replaces us. 
Nutley Memorial Trust Hall 
The Council has given the Trust Ã4090 to pay for solar battery storage at the Hall. 
The money is part of a programme to fund projects in rural areas; it comes from 
the government and the Council administers its spending. 
Green & Decent Homes 
 
The Council has joined more than 100 other councils in calling on the government 
to pay for a Green & Decent Homes Programme that will make council-owned 
houses and flats warmer and healthier places in which to live.  Studies have shown 
that for every Ã1 spent on such improvements, around Ã4 is saved, mostly by the 
NHS. Better-insulated homes cost less to heat. Preventing ill-health is obviously 
preferable to trying to cure it, both for human happiness and for the economy (two 
things that arenôt always aligned). 
We are aware that private tenants and owner-occupiers have similar issues with 

their homes, and I am hopeful that our expanded Climate Change policy, which 

should be up for debate at Julyôs Full Council meeting, will tackle these issues as 

best we can, given the limitations on our powers and resources. 

Ian Tysh 
Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk 
01825 714639 

                           

mailto:CLIF@wealden.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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 Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 
The Annual Parish Report ï is available on the Councilôs web site 
www.maresfieldparish.org.uk. I do hope you find it interesting and we 
would appreciate any feedback. 

The Annual Parish Assembly - was held on 27th May and the very 
few parishioners attending enjoyed an interesting question and  answer  

session with our county councillor, Roy Galley, our district councillor, Ian Tysh and 
Trevor Lego (CEO of the East Sussex Association of  Local Councils ) on the very 
topical subjects of Devolution and Local   Government Reorganisation.  

Owlsbury Farm Planning Application 
A Planning Application has been submitted to Wealden District Council for  outline 
planning permission for 1,700 new homes on farmland at Owlsbury Farm on the 
west side of the A22 south of Uckfield. Whilst this proposed development is not in 
our Parish we are very concerned about aspects of this proposal and in particular the 
additional traffic which will be generated much of which will head north on the A22 
through Nutley to the employment magnets of Gatwick and  Crawley. There is vig-
orous opposition to the Application with hundreds of letters on Wealdenôs Planning 
Portal objecting as well as a spirited campaign being   organized by SABREOWL - 
https://sabreowl.com/owlsbury/ 

Applications to the Parish Council for a Grant ï should be made no later than 
26th September and should be submitted to the Parish Office. A copy of the Parish 
Councilôs Grants Policy and the relevant application forms are available from the 
Parish Office (714555) and on the website. For this current year the Parish  Council 
approved and has paid out 28 grants and donations totaling some Ã17,000.  

Pavements are for people!  Does your property adjoin a footpath or pavement? 
Hedgerow, bush and shrub growth this spring has been very prolific. Is there any of 
your overgrowth of trees or bushes that may be restricting the safe passage of      
pedestrians, including those pushing prams or riding on mobility scooters? If so, it is 
your responsibility not to allow such overgrowth so please cut any offending trees, 
shrubs and bushes back to your boundary; but remember whilst itôs illegal to cut 
your hedges during bird nesting season, which runs from March to August, there are 
exemptions if they are obstructing the passage of users. Thank you! 

The Parish Office will be closed for annual holidays for the week beginning         
4th August. Please leave a message on the answer phone and in cases of urgency 
please contact your ward councillor. 

Be informed - To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media 
are invaluable resources. 
Useful links are: https://my.wealden.gov.uk/      http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/    

http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  

And you can also follow us on Facebook. 
 Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

(Parish Council Meeting dates on page 15) 

http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk
https://sabreowl.com/owlsbury/
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 
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After The Exhibition - The Resultsééé. 
Thank you to everyone who supported the recent Uckfield Art 
Group Exhibition and Sale. With a record 186 artworks on    
display, visitors found it hard to pick a favourite. Michael 
Raho received the most votes (10) for his painting Seal The 
Deal, earning him the Tom Broad Trophy. Joint second place 
went to Penelope Parker (Winter Sunrise) and Julie Masters 

(Pink    Delight) with nine votes each. In joint third, with eight votes, were    
Fiona Flower (The Dancer), Samantha Bromley (Homeward Bound), Bethany 
Wright (Almost Abyssinian and Sky High), and   Michael Raho again with 
Windswept. 

Twenty paintings found new homes, and many cards and crafts were sold.       
Children enjoyed creating art at the ñHave A Go Table,ò painting on wooden 
boards and shells. Homemade refreshments were a hitðonly two slices of cake 
remained by the end! 

Thank you for continuing to support Uckfield Art Group through the Wealden 
Community Lottery. This year, Ã87 was raised through donations. 

Our next Exhibition is on 1st November at the Luxford Centre, Uckfield. The 
Theme Corner will feature portraitsðsee if you can match the paintings to real 
people! Mark your calendars and invite friends and family! 
ðFiona Flower 
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               Chailey Repair Caf® 

Chailey Repair Cafe founder Bryan McAlley and 
Elizabeth Berry receive a Certificate in recognition 
of  the work they  have done for the local           
community from  Councillor Lesley Boniface, 
Chair of Lewes District Council. 
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                        Dads & Tots at Maresfield Church 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning for Dads and Tots in Maresfield 
Church.  This group is for Dads/Grandads and their children/grandchildren aged  
0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity spend time with your children, 
get to know other Dads and enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some breakfast.  There 
will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sandwiches for dads. 
Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.    

Next dates:  29th March and 26th April 2025. 

                  Toddler Praise 

      Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church   
         (term time) 
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our    in-
formal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys and 
hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge for 
the group, but donations to running costs are welcome. No 
need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

A gathering for all the family 
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Bonners Church of England Primary School 

Our Aim and Vision 

                         Inspire & Aspire 
Inspired by God, we aspire to be the best we can be, so that we can   

live life in all its fullness. 

" I have come that they may have life to the full." ( John 10:10)  

At Bonners we believe that every member of our school community is unique, created in 
Godôs image, and precious to Him as his dearly loved children. Inspired by this, we  
therefore aim to ñBe The Best We Can Beò, so that we can reflect his love into the world.' 
We also believe God made us to be amazing and therefore, there is no limit to what we 
can go on to achieve if we work hard and give our best. Indeed, our School logo is 
'Floreat Bonners' which means 'May Bonners flourish.' To be the best we can be, to 
ñflourishò and ñinspire and aspireò we welcome and employ in our daily life, work, and 
relationships, the teaching, example, and Spirit of Jesus. 
 

aŀǊŜǎŬŜƭŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 
Dear Readers, 
The MCG Footpathôs Group has been making the most of the warmer weather by 
tackling the clearing of footpaths around the village. Residents will have noticed 
the twitten from the Chequers down to Underhill has been tidied up, the footpaths 
around Budletts Roundabout have been reclaimed and the path from the A22 to 
Rabbity Lane is again in great shape. You can see the results of the group's     
labours on the MCG Facebook page. The work continues and volunteers would 
be most welcome to join the team. 

The Village Quiz earlier this year raised over Ã1,200 for the MCG nominated 
charity, East Sussex Young Carers. A cheque was recently handed over to this 
very worthwhile cause. If you already have your 2026 diaries, note down 7th 
March as the date for the next Annual Village Quiz! 

Entries are coming in for this yearôs MCG Photo competition. We are after    
photos taken in Maresfield Parish featuring scenes that can be used for next 
yearôs village calendar. Photos should be in landscape format and in as high a 
resolution as your camera or phone allows. Entry is free and there is a Ã50 prize 
for the best photo submitted. Full details can be found on the MCG website: click 
on About, then Photo Competition. 

We are updating our membership records and making it easier to join MCG and 
to renew your membership. If you are not yet a member, click the JOIN US     
button on the MCG website to see the benefits of being a member and how easy 
it is to join. 

Have a lovely summer! 
Tom Merchant (Trustee MCG) 
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