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  The Rector Writes 

Welcome to the June edition of the parish magazine.  As we move into these 
warmer months, we often turn our attention to community events and being     
outside. 

You may or may not be aware of the various organisations that exist in the       
village, to which people give their time and energy.  These are organisations and 
activities that bring people together, provide for the needs of others and take care 
of the place we call home. 

Villages are wonderful places to live, because they provide opportunities for   
community that can be less easy to find in other contexts.  However, these       
opportunities for community reply on people, generation after generation, to give 
their time and energy.  It is easy to assume others will just get on and do          
everything. 

Christians have a high view of community because we believe that human      
flourishing is found through relationship with others.  At the heart of Jesusô           
teaching are what he called the two greatest commandments, which are: 

ñLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.ò  31 The second is this: ñLove your      
neighbour as yourself.òò 

As we learn to give of ourselves to others, and receive from others in return, we 
find a fulfilment that other things cannot.  This is especially true about              
relationship with God, but also with each other. 

At church we seek to live out both commandments, albeit imperfectly, and we 
host events throughout the year to provide opportunities for fellowship.  There is 
our toddler group called ñToddler Praiseò on a Tuesday morning, our community 
caf® on a Wednesday morning and our monthly Dads and Tots group on a        
Saturday morning.  Once a month on a Thursday morning at 10am, we have a 
short service of communion followed by refreshments. 

Perhaps youôd like to try church but worry about finding your way through a   
service.  Why not join us at 4pm on the 3rd Sunday of the month for ñSt Barts at 
4ò.  It has some of the things we do at a regular service, such as sing some songs 
and we watch a short video about the life of Jesus.  However, itôs designed to be 
relaxed, community focussed and chance to discover church and meet others 
around a table, having  a drink and something to eat.  

Please see our website for more information.  I know itôs difficult 

to build up courage to join these things sometimes, so please feel 

free to get in touch to find out more.  Weôd love to see you.   

 

See you soon. 

Ben, Rector of Maresfield Church 
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Local Government Update 
Potholes 
You may moan that I am always writing about roads but the bulk 
of the issues raised with me do relate to roads although the County 
Council spends much more on social care for adults and children. 
 
There is a move in developing the future programme for road 
maintenance to concentrate more on patching and surfacing dress-
ing to cover larger stretches of road and do it properly rather than 

lots of individual potholes being repaired. This could be expensive. However, pot-
holes will still occur and it is important to understand when and how they are 
dealt with. The key factor is what the highways professionals call intervention 
levels.  These are- 

Our contractor Balfour Beatty are paid to fix all potholes which meet these stand-
ards for repair or intervention within this time frame. They.are not paid per pot-
hole. 
 
It is important to understand this. Balfour Beatty are not paid extra for extra pot-
hole visits. It is not in their interest to leave potholes unrepaired. However if they 
do additional potholes other than those at intervention level they can charge more. 
Yet it doesnôt make sense to leave one pothole after completing 3 adjacent ones. 
Officers are looking at ways to apply common sense without it costing taxpayers 
a fortune. 
 
Ther are concerns too about the quality of repairs Usually the pothole is cut out a 
few inches from the edge. They will then seal the edges and bottom then fill the 
hole with hot tarmac, tamping it down with a vibrating whacker! 
On other occasions cold products are used. The holes are cleared out, water is 
added and a bag of proprietary material is poured in and shaped by hand. The 
benefit is that this method is faster and can be used in any weather. 
 
Hopefully this explains the process and why some repairs last longer than others. 
 
 

(Continued on page 10) 

Potholes 
Greater than or equal to 100mm deep and at least 300mm wide in all directions.Within 2hrs 
 
Greater than or equal to 60mm deep and at least 300mm wide in all directionsWithin 5days 
 
Greater than or equal to 40mm deep and at least 300mm wide in all directionsWithin28days 
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District Councillorôs Report, 
Southern Water 
Iôm pleased to be able to report that Chailey Homes Ltd has 
not appealed against the planning inspectorôs decision I     
reported on last month. Moreover, Southern Water has agreed 
to meet relevant Council officers and me to discuss how it is  
going to improve its upgrading of waste handling facilities in 
the district. Thereôs no date yet but the meeting should take 
place in the next few weeks. 

Community Forum 
My next forum will take place on Thursday 19th June at Nutley War Memorial 
Hall, from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm. Iôll do my best to respond to questions or points 
about Wealden Councilôs responsibilities, for example the Local Plan local        
government reorganisation and service delivery. 

New ï ward budgets for councillors 
Wealdenôs Cabinet has decided to give each councillor Ã10,000 to spend on     
community needs in our ward in the financial year 2025/6. Numerous councils 
around the country, of different political persuasions, have been doing this            
successfully for some years. 

The scheme guidelines havenôt been produced yet but the intention is that it will 
start in early July.  The aim is to provide community groups of all sorts with fund-
ing that isnôt currently available from the District or Parish Councils. The minimum 
amount per organisation  will be Ã250, the maximum Ã5,000. There will be a sim-
ple application form which will come to me and I will decide how to distribute the 
money, after discussion and consultation. 

I will provide more details when I have them; in the meantime, if you are involved 
in a community group, please start thinking about whether your group has a rela-
tively modest need that I could meet through this scheme. 
The Alliance two years on 
This is a partial list of how the Council Strategy has been implemented since the 
May 2023 election: 

¶ The Council has reduced its own carbon emissions by 20% 
¶ 1000 council-owned homes have been made more energy efficient 
¶ 4000 of the lowest earning working people in Wealden are now eligible for 

relief from paying any Council Tax 

¶ We have established 12 community orchards 
¶ Uckfield (and Hailsham) Leisure Centres have been refurbished 
¶ We have increased our financial support for the Wilder Ouse Project, which 

is working to create a nature recovery network and restore natural flow pro-
cesses. 

Full details can be found in the Leader of the Councilôs report, which is part of the 
Agenda for the Full Council meeting on 14th May - .                                        
https://council.wealden.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=299&MId=5784&Ver=4. 

 Ian Tysh  Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk             01825 714639 

  

mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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   Newsletter from Maresfield Parish Council ï June 2025 
Annual Report: As last year the Parish Annual Report has not been sent to all     

households but is available on line at   www.maresfieldparish.org.uk. A printed copy is 

also available on application to the Parish Office. Please do read it and any feedback 

would be appreciated. 

Maresfield Recreation Ground Pavilion: Just a reminder that the refurbished        

pavilion is available for hire for meetings and appropriate events. Please contact the 

Parish Clerk on 714555. 

Parish Council and Committee Meetings: These meetings are open to the public. 

Dates and times are in the parish magazines and the Agendas are displayed on the    

notice boards in each of our three villages as well as being posted on the web site     

together with the minutes of meetings. If you wish to address the Council/Committee or 

ask questions, or are just curious, do come along. 

Flexibus is a flexible, on-demand ride-share service for areas in East Sussex with    
limited public transport. Flexibus can pick you up and take you to destinations within a 
14 mile radius, as long as the journey cannot be done by a timetabled bus route or train. 
Pick-up points can be home addresses, but please remember that the buses are large and 
may struggle with narrow roads and cul-de-sacs and home addresses within walking 
distance of a bus stop may not be covered. You can book a Flexibus ride as little as 30 
minutes before you want to travel and up to 7 days in advance. Bookings can be made 
using an app (Ride Pingo) or by telephone to the call centre (01273 078203 - 9am to 
5pm, Monday to Friday).  
Wealdlink community transport service is provided by NWCTP Ltd, a not for profit 
company, registered charity and approved provider of community transport for the 
North Wealden area. Their aim is to provide accessible, safe and affordable transport 
for those who are vulnerable or disadvantaged, through lack of appropriate transport, 
from all sections of the community across North Wealden and beyond. This is achieved 
through the provision of Scheduled Services, Shopper Services and Community Trips. 
Wealdlink provides the 262 service which offers four return journeys every Saturday 
between Hartfield and Uckfield via Fairwarp and Maresfield. This service through the 
Ashdown Forest allows visitors to alight at their chosen location, take a healthy walk, a 
leisurely stroll, or just soak up the view, and then board the next bus either at the same 
point or somewhere else along the route. Where there are no defined stops passengers 
can flag down the bus for a pick up wherever it is safe. Wealdlink operates weekly door
-to-door shopping services to Crowborough, Tunbridge Wells and Eastbourne. The  
services are for anyone who has difficulty accessing normal service buses. Passengers 
are required to register in order to use the service by phoning 01892 771332 and they 
will register your name and  address and then ring back on the day of travel and give 
you an approximate time of your departure. It is essential for you to book your journey 
before you intend to travel and bookings may be made on any day before travel. 
Finally ï Dog Poo (Again) 
If you walk a dog or dogs please, please do pick up after your pooch. The problem 
seems to be getting worse, particularly in Maresfield, so this plea is directed at the 
guilty minority! 
Useful Links:  https://my.wealden.gov.uk/        http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook. 
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

 

https://www.wealdlink.co.uk/about_wealdlink/
https://www.wealdlink.co.uk/wealdlink-services/scheduled-services/
https://www.wealdlink.co.uk/wealdlink-services/community-services/shopping-services/
https://www.wealdlink.co.uk/wealdlink-services/community-services/community-trips/
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will be 
sent out in January each year and payable 
before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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Future Rail Services                                                        (Continued from page 5) 
East Sussex County Council are beginning a consultation on future rail and 
freight strategies from 2025 to 2050. 
This involves huge investment on a whole range of improved services from 
more station lifts to better timetabling to closer coordination with buses to in-
creased speeds on main routes.There are some big changes envisaged too ï 
 
High Speed 1 from Ashford to  Hastings, Bexhill and Eastbourne. 
 
Electrification from Uckfield to Hurst Green. 
 
Reopening the Uckfield to Lewes line. 
 
Direct Rail Services between Seaford/Newhaven and London. 
 
It is likely with Local Government Reorganisation will mean these responsibil-
ities will move to the Sussex Mayor. 
 
Whether there will ever be the money to do all of this and more is a moot point. 
Certainly not much will be finished in my lifetime. 
 
If you want to know more go to Freight & Rail Strategies /East Sussex County 
Council. 
Roy Galley  cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk  01825713018  07960 607672 

 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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Dear Readers 
Welcome to Mayôs news from the Conservation Group. 
First thing to say is a very big THANK YOU to the many volunteers who turned 
up on Saturday 12 April to help us with the Spring Clean Up of the village. We 
collected 18 bags of litter in just a couple of hours which, whilst I wish there was 
no litter to pick up, was a tremendous effort and well done to all involved. The 
bags went off to the incinerator at Newhaven the following Tuesday to be made 
into energy. Our thanks to Wealden DC for their support with the collection.  
Our Footpaths Group has been hard at work once again, helping to keep our foot-
paths safe and accessible for everyone. This month saw volunteers clear the path 
along the Straight Half Mile and carry out essential repairs to a damaged handrail 
on the path from Nursery Lane to the main road.  
A few dates to note for your diary:  
Annual General Meeting: This will be held in the village hall at 7pm on Tues-
day 17th June. Weôre delighted to welcome two local councillors for a Q&A 
session, Ian Tysh and Graham Shaw. Weôre still on the lookout for volunteers to 
join our committee. If you are interested to hear about the roles available or how 
you could support us, please do contact me (jo.lawrance63@gmail.com). 
Cheese and wine evening: This popular event will be held on Saturday 26 July, 
from 6.30-8.30pm, in the beautiful garden of Newnham Cottage. Tickets are Ã10/
person and can be purchased from Ian Shaw (Tel: 07956 564795 or email: 
ian@andrewmilton.co.uk).  
Donôt forget to enter our photo competition for the 2026 calendar! Everyone 
can enter for free. Send in your best photos and you could be in line for the big 
prize. The 12 best entries will feature on the calendar, with all profits from the 
sale of the calendars going to charity. For further details, please visit our website: 
Photo Competition | Conservation Group 

If you are a social media user, please follow us on Facebook. Weôd like to reach 
as many people in the community as we can Maresfield Conservation Group | 
Facebook 

Wishing you all a very happy May and enjoy the VE Day celebrations! 
Jo Lawrance 

mailto:jo.lawrance63@gmail.com
mailto:ian@andrewmilton.co.uk
https://www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org/photo-competition
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1693859311183822
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1693859311183822
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 
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Sussex Wildlife Trust 

Sward Wardens: The Incredible Role of Dung Beetles 
By Kerry Williams 

Dung beetles, though often overlooked, play a vital role in our ecosystems. In the 
UK, we may shy away from discussing poo, but for dung beetles, itôs a way of 
life. These insects thrive on excrement, turning waste into a powerful ecological 
tool. 

While the more famous, football-sized dung beetles like Heliocopris live in     
Africa and Asia, the UK boasts around 60 species. These are divided into three 
main groups: Aphodiines (ódwellersô, 3ï13mm), which live directly in dung; On-
thophagus (ótunnellersô, 4ï11mm), which dig beneath it to bury dung and lay 
eggs; and Geotrupes (larger tunnellers, 8ï26mm). Despite their small size, these 
beetles are ecological powerhouses. 

Feeding mainly on herbivore and omnivore dung, they provide essential          
ecosystem services. By clearing waste from grasslands, dung beetles improve   
pasture quality, recycle nutrients, and enhance soil health. Their tunnelling actions 
aerate the soil and reduce compaction, helping mitigate flooding. In processing 
dung, they suppress fly populations and remove parasites, indirectly benefiting 
livestock health. Additionally, they form part of the food chain, sustaining birds, 
bats, and hedgehogs in a symbiotic natural cycle. 

However, dung beetles in the UK face serious threats. Agricultural changes,    
especially increased pesticide use and antiparasitic treatments for livestock, have 
disrupted their populations. These chemicals, often applied routinely and at scale, 
interfere with beetle reproduction and dung processing. Such disruptions weaken 
an ecosystem service that is otherwise provided free of charge. 

Conservation efforts can make a difference. Landowners are encouraged to limit 
pesticide use and adopt wildlife-friendly practices. Supporting dung beetles 
means reducing parasites naturally, cutting reliance on chemicals, and preserving 
the health of our ecosystems. 

Despite their unglamorous niche, dung beetles are 
crucial to environmental balance. Without them, 
weôd literally be knee-deep in waste. Itôs time to 
recognize their contribution and ensure they have 
the habitat and protection needed to thrive. 
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Goodbye Windows 10 

Windows 10, famously the ñlast version of Windowsò, is 10 years old and on the 
brink of retirement.  Microsoftós support will stop on 14 October 2025.  If you are 
using a Windows 10 machine at home or for work, this is a good time to plan what 
happens next. 
When Microsoft ends support, it simply means that they will release no more      
updates. That includes security updates, performance fixes, and new features. While 
your Windows 10 computer will carry on working, it will become less well-
protected against emerging online threats.  Newer software will continue to work 
with Windows 10 for quite some time. 
While no updates sounds rather blissful, it does matter.  Unpatched security holes in 
Windows 10 will remain unpatched and available to attack, potentially bypassing 
even the great security package that you may have installed on your machine. 
Many computers can be upgraded to Windows 11.  However, Microsoft has been 
strangely demanding in its hardware requirements. Your PC must have: 

¶ A recent 64-bit processor (generally from 2018 or newer) 

¶ A TPM 2.0 security chip (usually enabled in the BIOS) 

¶ Secure Boot 
At least 4GB of RAM and 64GB of storage 
To check your system, you can download Microsoftôs free PC Health Check tool. It 
will give you a clear confirmation.  If it is yes, you will be offered the upgrade in 
due course ï or you can get a friendly techie to make the transition earlier. 
If your PC doesnôt meet the requirements, here are your options: 

1. Buy a new computer ï All new Windows laptops and desktops now come with 
Windows 11 pre-installed. If your current device is getting sluggish, the money may 
be better spent on a new machine rather than upgrading. 

2. Keep using Windows 10 ï You can continue using it after 2025, particularly 
for offline tasks, but it may become gradually less secure. This is not ideal for  
banking, email, or storing personal information. 
Explore alternatives ï Tech-savvy users might consider Linux as a secure          
alternative to Windows. 
Is Windows 11 great?  Aesthetically, Windows 11 looks pretty much the same. It 
features: 

¶ A centred Start menu and refreshed taskbar 

¶ Improved performance on newer hardware 

¶ Enhanced security features 
Ongoing support and updates into the 2030s 
While some thing have changed, most of what you are used toðFile Explorer,  
Control Panel, taskbar shortcutsðare still there and you can expect it to run your 
existing software. If you prefer the older layout, tools like Start11 can help you  
customise the interface to look and feel more like Windows 10, or even Windows 7. 

 
Roger Lyon, RL Computer Solutions 



17 

 

 



18 

 

  

 

 

 

 



19 

 



20 

 

 
 

 



21 

 

 S 

Solutions on page 25 



22 

 

 
 
 
 

                        Dads & Tots at Maresfield Church 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning for Dads and Tots in Maresfield 
Church.  This group is for Dads/Grandads and their children/grandchildren aged  
0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity spend time with your children, 
get to know other Dads and enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some breakfast.  There 
will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sandwiches for dads. 
Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.    

Next dates:  29th March and 26th April 2025. 

                  Toddler Praise 

      Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church   
         (term time) 
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our    in-
formal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys and 
hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge for 
the group, but donations to running costs are welcome. No 
need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

A gathering for all the family 
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Bonners School & Nursery- June 2025 

 
It has been absolutely wonderful to welcome everyone back after the Easter 
break. The children at Bonners have returned refreshed and full of energy, ready 
for a busy and exciting summer term. Weôve been especially lucky with the    
glorious sunshine over the past couple of weeks. 
 
The summer term has begun with energy, excitement, and lots of fantastic    
learning opportunities! Our classes have launched into their topics with real     
enthusiasm, enjoying a mix of inspiring visitors in school and memorable trips 
out that have brought learning to life. 
 
From stepping into Tudor history at Hever Castle to meeting a real-life pilot in 
Fawn Class, pupils have been asking brilliant questions, making connections, and 
soaking up every moment. These hands-on experiences have truly enriched their 
understanding and sparked their curiosity. 
 
This term a few of our Year 5 pupils took part in a Playground Leader course at 
Uckfield College. The children spent the afternoon learning how to lead games 
and activities that encourage teamwork, inclusion, and fun during breaktimes. 
Throughout the course, pupils developed important leadership skills such as com-
munication, cooperation, problem-solving, and confidence. They learned how to 
organise and lead small group games, how to include others fairly, and how to 
support younger pupils in getting involved in active play. 
 
If you would like anymore information regarding our school please call 01825 
762381 or visit https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/.  
 

ñBe the best you can be, so that you can live life to the full.ò  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/
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A chance to have a friendly cuppa with others  
who understand grief and loss 

 

 
TLC is a monthly meeting for those facing grief or loss. 
We meet on the first Friday of every month from 2- 3.30pm in 
Nutley Church Hall. 

This group has been running for a year now and the team re-
cently met to evaluate our activities. People have come to the group from various 
places not just the church family and we hope in future to reach out further to 
meet more people in need of support.  

We hear that our format of an informal drop in with friendly welcome and tea 
and cake is much appreciated. People may talk as little or as much about their 
grief as they wish and if tears come it is not a problem as the team understand 
about    coping with loss. 

If you know anyone who is facing grief or loss of any kind, please tell them 
about us.  

Let them know they will be welcomed and supported at TLC. 
 
Anyone wanting to know more please contact  
Reverend Pauline Ingram  
revpingram@gmail.com    07751729049 
 

mailto:revpingram@gmail.com
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