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 Message from the Rector 

Lately, Iôve been reflecting on whatôs often called the ñvision of the good life.ò This 
has been prompted by a book Iôm reading with a friend and by simply listening to   
people talk about their lives. 

We all have a vision of the good lifeðthings we believe we need to have, do, or 
achieve to feel fulfilled. Even if we havenôt articulated it, it shapes our choices. This 
vision is rooted in our worldviewðthe story we believe about who we are, where we 
come from, and where weôre going. 

Imagine yourself as a tree (bare with me): your roots are your deeply held beliefs, the 
trunk is your values, the branches are your decisions, and the fruit is what you actual-
ly achieve. What does your tree look like? 

The vision of the good life we adopt acts like a mould into which we try to squeeze 
our humanity. But weôre not as malleable as Play-Doh. We were made a particular 
way, with needs that fit the world that was made in a particular. When we try to      
reshape ourselves to fit an artificial mould, we donôt flourishðwe distort. 

Modern culture offers powerful but flawed moulds. Naturalism tells us life is chance, 
stripping away intrinsic meaning, despite all our experiences of joy, awe, love and 
creativity.  Materialism convinces us happiness comes from possessions or        
achievement rather than relationships, despite us seeing time and time again, that 
these things donôt bring us happiness.  

Meanwhile, life gets busierðmore work, more pressure, more striving. And for what? 
Research shows weôre more exhausted and unhappy than ever. 

I was astonished when the Shadow Home Secretary said, ñBritons need a new work 
ethic.ò Not to slow down, but to speed up! Many people I meet already work too hard. 
Productivity, money, and experiences have become idols, leaving no room to pause. 
Is this what human life is meant to be? 

Jesus offers a different mouldðone that actually fits. He said: ñI have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the fullò (John 10:10).  

His vision of the good life is built on relationshipðfirst with God, then with others. 

Lent begins on March 5th, marked by a reflective service at Nutley Church 
(11:15am). A cross of ash is placed on the foreheadða symbol of repentance, of turn-
ing from our own vision of the good life back to God. But we do so in confidence, 
because Jesusô death on the cross offers forgiveness for all the ways weôve strayed. 

Lent reminds us that Jesus himself is the vision of the good life. He made us, knows 
us, and calls us to flourish, by believing him and following in his way. Life in him 
includes work, play, and discovery, but also rest and peace. Living for Jesus realigns 
our life around the one in whom we find true and lasting meaning and joy.  Knowing 
Jesus means we can rest and play, because we have found the one who truly matters, 
now and forever. 

This Lent, you might give up chocolate. But why not also seek to understand more 
about Jesus? Youôre always welcome at church, and we regularly offer opportunities 
to explore faith. 

I look forward to seeing you soon and I hope you enjoy your pancakes!                Ben 
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Local Government Update 

 
County Budget and Council Tax . 
In this financial year, East Sussex County Council will have a  
balanced budget. This is a legal requirement. In order to achieve 
this, we will have to use Ã14.3m of reserves. 

 
In 2025/26 there will be further investment in services of Ã54.9 million to meet 
growing demand and cost pressures. This will be funded by Council Tax ,       
Business rates, grants and reserves. Some cuts in non-statutory services will be 
needed to balance the budget. These likely cuts will be ones that no one wants to 
make but are necessary to balance the budget. 
 
The gross spending by the council is Ã1,138m overall with Ã409m for adult social 
care and Ã411m for children. This includes schools which are directly funded by 
the government ; ESCC passes the money on. These gross figures include income 
from fees and charges, contributions from the NHS and other agencies along with 
some specific grants. The net spending is Ã579m, of which Ã280m will be for 
adult care and Ã154m for childcare. 
 
The increase in spending is largely driven by the increasing costs of care mainly 
through inflation and meeting more complex needs. Between 2020/21 and 
2024/24 there was a 116% increase in the average weekly cost of Looked After 
Children Placements. 
 
In addition the Council is facing further pressures due to the impact of the rise in 
employer National insurance contributions and the higher minimum wage. 
 
As in recent years, Council Tax is due to rise by 4.99% of which 2% is dedicated 
specifically to Adult Social Care. 
 
Local Government Reorganisation. 
 
The Government announced today East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton will be 
in the first wave for local government reorganization. This will mean no elections 
this year as is also the case in Hampshire, the Isle of wight, Norfolk, Suffolk,   
Essex, Thurrock, and Surrey. Elections will be held in 2026 for a Sussex Mayor. 
 
Roy Galley 
 
 
cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk    01825 713018      07960 607672 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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District Councillorõs Report  
As expected, the leaders of both Sussex County Councils and 
Brighton & Hove Borough Council applied to join the               
governmentôs priority programme for transitioning to unitary    
authorities under an elected mayor. The government has now    
approved the application, meaning the County Council elections 
scheduled for May 1st will not take place. The new East and West 
Sussex unitary authorities and the mayor are expected to be elected 

in May 2026, though they may not be fully operational for another year or more. 

However, many councillors and local government officers doubt the governmentôs 
timeline. Major legislation is required, and the House of Lordsðwhere the proposal 
was not included in Labourôs general election manifestoðmay delay or challenge it. 
This could push back implementation and further disrupt local democracy. 

National Planning Policy Framework Changes  
The most significant national planning changes affect Green Belt areas, which do not 
apply to Wealden. However, other changes may impact us. The government has 
raised our housing target by 211 units per year, adding 3,165 homes over the Local 
Plan period. Yet, no solutions have been provided to achieve this. Since landowners 
cannot be forced to offer land for development, the unrealistic nature of national   
planning policy becomes even clearer. 

The flawed assumption that increasing planning permissions will lead to more homes 
and lower prices persists. Decades of evidence disprove this theory, yet developers 
and media figures continue to promote it. The increased target will only widen the 
gap between planned and required housing numbers, forcing us to persuade the     
planning inspector to prioritize reality over arbitrary quotas. 

One positive change is a stronger emphasis on social rented housing. However, how 
this will work remains unclear, as the guaranteed 20% profit margin for developersð
introduced in 2012ðcontinues to limit the construction of genuinely affordable 
homes. 

Additionally, planning policies must now fully consider the climate crisis. This 
should support our efforts to strengthen requirements for insulation, carbon reduction, 
and water efficiency. However, another new policy requiring a ñvision-led approachò 
to transport infrastructure contradicts this progress. Councils are expected to provide 
transport solutions for new developments, despite lacking the authority or resources to 
do so. This expectation is detached from reality. 

Conclusion  
The shift to unitary authorities remains uncertain and subject to political delays.   
Planning policy changes present both opportunities and contradictionsðclimate-
conscious policies and social housing goals are positive steps, but unrealistic housing 
targets and impractical transport expectations continue to challenge local governance. 
 
Ian Tysh 
cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk      01825 714639 
 

mailto:cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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                                    Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 

Local Government Devolution 
The Government recently announced that the ñDevolutionò proposals put forward by 
East Sussex CC, West Sussex CC and Brighton and Hove City Council have been 
accepted.so this yearôs May County Council elections will not take place. An election 
for a Mayor of Sussex will be held in May 2026 and three Unitary Authorities will be 
created, one of which will likely comprise the whole of what is now East Sussex. 
These plans for a significant redesign of local government will therefor see the       
abolition of district councils. More details will emerge over the ensuing weeks and 
months but in order that local people do not feel disenfranchised the role of Town and 
Parish Councils will have to be strengthened. 

Annual Parish Assembly 
This meeting, open to all Parishioners, will be held on Tuesday May 27th in Fairwarp 
Village Hall. The meeting will include a short presentation and update on Local    
Government Devolution followed by a question and answer session where our panel 
will include County Councillor Roy Galley, District Councillor Ian Tysh and Trevor 
Leggo who is the CEO of the East Sussex Association of Local Councils. We        
anticipate an interesting and informative evening so do please come along ï           
complimentary tea and coffee will be available. 

Parking at Maresfield Recreation Ground 
The Parish Councilôs proposal for changing the access to the parking spaces bordering 
the privately owned Park Farm Lane has generated considerable comment from 
Maresfield residents and at its last meeting the Parish Council agreed that an           
additional information document is created to address any misconceptions about the 
scheme and clearly and simply lay out the salient information to enable villagers/
parishioners to fully understand what is being proposed and why. This document is 
available on the Parish Council website. 

Just a reminder that you may park at the Recreation Ground as before if you are     
actually using the Recreation Ground (including the Pavilion and childrenôs play   
area). Access over Park Farm Lane to park for other reasons, such as shopping or 
school drop off, is not permitted by the owners of Park Farm Lane. 

New Parish Councillors wanted! 
I do regularly appeal for volunteers to come forward to serve as Parish Councillors. 
Regrettably no one recently has expressed interest so I make no apologies in repeating 
that we are four short of our quota and do need a few public spirited people from  
Fairwarp, Maresfield and Nutley to step up, please!! Contact Nancy our 
Clerk for further information. 

Our Parish Clerk works from the Parish Office and visitors are        
welcome. Visiting hours are 10.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday by prior 
appointment, please. (E-mail clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or phone 
714555). 

Useful links are:   

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/            http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/   

http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  

And you can also follow the Parish Council on X (Twitter) and Facebook. 
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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A BIG Thak you t or carol service choristers 

Now that the dust has had time to settle after our hugely successful carol      
service, held in church on the afternoon of Sunday, 22nd December, I would 
like to say a big thank you to each and every one of the choristers who turned 
out to sing with us. 

Maresfield church last had a regular choir over forty years ago, and, since then, 
each year, we have been reliant on a scratch choir made up of local singers, to 
support our carol service, which is the church`s biggest annual musical event. 
Don`t ask me why, but in 2024, a lot more singers turned out to the practices 
than in previous years and the quality of the singing was much higher, with a 
far greater projection of sound.  

This has been extremely welcome and hope that this trend will continue in    
future years. As well as providing a strong lead to the congregational carols, 
the three choir solo items were very well and enthusiastically-sung and much 
enjoyed by a very full congregation. This year, we introduced a descant to `O 
Little Town of Bethlehem` which complemented those sung to the established 
carols and we introduced the singing of one carol by a soprano, alto, tenor and 
bass solo quartet ï also much appreciated. It would be good to try to grow and 
develop this latter innovation in future years and if anyone would like to join in 
with this small vocal ensemble ï please get in touch. 

I would especially like to thank our five soloists who really did us proud ï the 
first verse of `Once in Royal David`s City` has never sounded better, and the 
three gentlemen who undertook solo verses in `We Three Kings` should be 
proud of a job well done. 

It was especially pleasing to be able to welcome David and Wendy Veasey into 
our choir this year; they have both successfully run the music for our carol   
service here at Maresfield for ï believe it or not - more than twenty years ï an 
achievement indeed!  

So, I thank all those who took part; I hope you enjoyed the experience and will 
want to return next year for some new and ever slightly more challenging    
carols to learn, as well as giving a wonderful lead to the old favourites! 

So ï it only remains for me to again say thank you to one and all ï and see you 
again at the start of December 2025 ï which will 
arrive sooner than you might think! 
 

David Bailey (david16bailey@gmail.com) 
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 
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Dear Readers 
As the days grow longer and winter begins to fade, the first signs of spring emerge 
in the form of delicate snowdrops and vibrant seasonal bulbs, all of which Iôve 
seen on my regular walks around the village. Welcome to March! 
Hereôs some important dates for your diaries: 
Fundraising Quiz Night: There are still a few spaces remaining for our quiz 
night on 8 March, raising vital funds for our nominated charity for 2025, East   
Sussex Young Carers. Tickets are priced at Ã8/ticket; tables of up to eight        
participants; tickets available from Ian Shaw (tel: 07956 564795 or email: 
ian@andrewmilton.co.uk) 
Spring Litter Picking: Please come and help us "Clean Up Our Village" between 
10am and 2pm on Saturday 12 April. Weôll meet in the Maresfield Church car 
park and will supply rubbish sacks, litter pickers and hi-viz jackets. Please bring 
your own gloves. All welcome! 
Maresfield Historical Society: Helen Poole makes a welcome return to tell us 
about our own county of Sussex in Elizabethan times on Tuesday 22 April at 8pm 
in the Village Hall. This event is free to Maresfield Historical Society members, 
and Ã3 for non-members payable at the door. 
Annual General Meeting: This will be held in the village hall at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 17th June. Weôre delighted to welcome two local councillors for a Q&A 
session, Ian Tysh and Graham Shaw, giving you the opportunity to bring your 
questions and join the discussion. All members are most welcome and weôll be 
serving refreshments after the meeting. 
Cheese and wine evening: Please hold this date in your diaries ï Saturday 26 
July, from 6.30pm. More details to follow soon. 
New Facebook Page: Lots of you have now joined our Facebook page.  Itôs a 
great place to share photos, ask questions and connect with like-minded nature 
lovers! Be sure to like and follow us for the latest news! Maresfield Conservation 
Group | Facebook 
Leadership Opportunity: Weôre still on the lookout for volunteers to join our 
committee. If you are interested to hear about the roles available or how you could 
support us, please do contact me (jo.lawrance63@gmail.com). 
Photographic competition 2025: The photo competition for the 2026 calendar is 
now live! Everyone can enter for free. Send in your best photos and you could be 
in line for the big prize. The 12 best entries will feature on the calendar, with all 
profits from the sale of the calendars going to charity. For further details, please 
visit our website: Photo Competition | Conservation Group 

Hope to see you soon and thanks again for continuing to support the conservation 
and protection of our community.  
 

Jo Lawrance 
Chair 

mailto:ian@andrewmilton.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1693859311183822
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1693859311183822
mailto:jo.lawrance63@gmail.com
https://www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org/photo-competition
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 Maresfield Parish Council Meetings ï March 2025 

N.B. Please note that meeting dates and times are subject to change so please check on the 
Parish website or call the office beforehand if you are interested in attending. 

 
 
 

Sussex Wildlife Trust 
Flying Coloursðcelebrating Britainôs most colourful birds 

This January, I visited an incredible bird conservation organisation in Indiaôs 
Western Ghats, spotting 75 stunning species. Many boasted dazzling coloursð
reds, pinks, and greensðused for courtship, camouflage, or confusing predators. 
A fellow Brit remarked that UK birds pale in comparison, but our wildlife proves 
otherwise. 

As spring emerges in Sussex, colour returns to our landscapes. Kingfishers, 
though found in India, remain a British highlight. Their vibrant turquoise plumage 
shimmers as they dart over water. Blue Tits, often overlooked, display striking 
lemon and azure hues. Bullfinches, now rare, are unmistakable with their peachy-
coral chests against grey and black. 

Starlings may seem ordinary, but in the right light, their feathers gleam with I 
ridescent purples, greens, and golds. Corvids, often dismissed as plain, also     
dazzleðMagpies flaunt emerald tails, Jays flash sapphire feathers, and Jackdawsô 
pale eyes contrast beautifully with dark plumage. Even Rooks, in summer       
sunlight, reveal a purple sheen. 

So, who needs a Malabar Trogon or Flame-throated Bulbul? Britainôs birds hold 
their ownðat least for 11 months of the year! 

 

 

 

           Kingfisher                            Bullfinch                           Starling 

 

 

Tuesday 4
th
 March 

Environment 
Committee 

Maresfield Parish 
Council Office 

7:30pm 

Monday 10
th
 March 

Planning      
Committee 

Fairwarp Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 

Tuesday 18
th
 March Full Council 

Fairwarp Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 
  

Monday 31st March 
Planning      
Committee 

Fairwarp Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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                        Dads & Tots at Maresfield Church 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning for Dads and Tots in Maresfield 
Church.  This group is for Dads/Grandads and their children/grandchildren aged  
0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity spend time with your children, 
get to know other Dads and enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some breakfast.  There 
will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sandwiches for dads. 
Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday mornings in church.            
   Next Dates:   29th March and 26th April 2025. 

                     Toddler Praise 
          Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church            
        (term time) 
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our      
informal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys and 
hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge for 
the group, but donations to running costs are welcome. No 
need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

                              A gathering for all the family 
 

 
 



21 

 

Bonners School & Nursery- Feb 2025 
 
The term is flying by, and itôs hard to believe we have  
already reached February! We have been incredibly     
impressed with the fantastic work happening in every 
classroom. It has been a true delight to see so many     
children demonstrating enthusiasm, creativity, and       
determination in their learning.  
 
The children across Early Years and KS1 took part in    

enrichment days learning about celebrations and the Chinese New Year. They all 
enjoyed taking part in a tasting session and creating good luck message envelopes 
and fortunes cookies. This year the children learnt it is the year of the snake. 
Wishing a Happy new year for all families celebrating the Chinese New Year 
which began 29th January until 12th February 2025 this year. 
 
Bonners School takes part in P4C which stands for philosophy for children.   
Children are learning debating skills and becoming philosophisers. Through these 
debates, children are developing essential skills such as critical thinking,         
turn-taking, and effective communication, while also gaining a deeper             
understanding of different perspectives including national and global issues. Itôs 
inspiring to see how they are building their confidence and growing into     re-
spectful, open-minded individuals. These experiences not only enhance their 
speaking and listening skills but also encourage empathy, collaboration, and a 
strong sense of community. Well done to all the children for their hard work and 
enthusiasm! 
 
All the children and adults in Bonners are striving towards achieving an award 
called the óSuperkind Awardô. This is where the children learn how to make a 
difference to the world and local community through various actions. This term 
children at Bonners walked around Maresfield village litter picking. Not only did 
the children really enjoy this experience but they also made an impact on their 
community and in turn helping nature. They were very surprised how much litter 
they collected. This is something that we will be continuing to do throughout the 
year, so please, if you see us whilst we are out picking then give us a friendly 
wave! 
 
If you would like anymore information regarding our school please call 01825 
762381 or visit https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/.  
ñBe the best you can be, so that you can live life to the full.ò  

https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/
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