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The Rector Writes.    Welcome to the November edition of the   
magazine and I hope this article finds you well.  Iôd like to start by  
saying thank you to those who attended the farewell service for Revd 
Pauline.  It was great to see you and I know it meant a great deal to her.  
Iôd like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Pauline for all the 
ways she has served our village and church over the years and for the 
wisdom and support she has provided as part of the team. 

November is a significant month in lots of ways.  As has been said in 
the past, November is a month of remembering and reflection, and Iôd like to       
highlight two events in particular. 
 

First, we welcome you to join us on Remembrance Sunday (9th November) for a   
service where we will remember those who have given their lives for their country 
and consider where we can find hope.  In Nutley, the service begins at 10:45am and 
will be led by our Reader, William King.  In Maresfield, the service begins at 
10:30am but we welcome you to arrive earlier and be outside the church by 10:15am.  
This will enable you to greet the Royal Corps of Signals, as they arrive at church  
having marched through the village. 
 

On Sunday November 16th at 3pm, we have our annual Lights of Love service in  
Nutley Church.  Lights of love is a service at which we remember lost loved ones and 
have an opportunity to light a candle in their memory and hear their name read out.  
We will also sing, pray, reflect on grief but also consider the hope that Jesus can give. 
 

This is an event for the residents of Maresfield and Nutley and for any who           
experience grief and might find this time helpful.  After the service refreshments are 
available and all are welcome to stay, talk or pray. 
 

The month of November brings into particular focus, for many of us, the reality of 
death and the struggles of the world.  Christians are not immune to the struggles of 
this life, nor can we, like any person, escape the reality of death.  But there is a hope 
that makes a difference. 
 

In 1 Thessalonians chapter 4, the Apostle Paul writes to the church, with these words: 
 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus [speaking of his future return] those who have fallen asleep in him.ò 
 

Christians grieve, but not in the same way as others, because we believe in a risen 
saviour.  The resurrection of Jesus is an event that has stood the test of time and    
scrutiny.  It backs up who he claimed to be and the words he spoke.  It declares to the 
world that death, terrible as it is, does not have the final word for those who put their 
trust in Jesus.   
Revd Ben 
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Local Government Update 

Local Government Reorganisation  
Yet more on this topic this month. I worry that this subject may be 
of minority interest but people do often ask me about it and it will 
affect the provision of local services. 
Councils were required to tell the government their preference for 
the shape of the new unitary authorities by September 26th. 
The County Council met on September 24th and there was a wide 

ranging debate on the proposal for the current East Sussex to be the footprint for 
the new body- The One East Sussex proposal. This was passed nem.con ( nemo 
contradicente- no-one opposing the proposal). A few abstained but across the  
political spectrum there was strong support. The proposal meets all the criteria set 
out by the government in their White paper. They wanted a population of about 
half a million, they didnôt want to cut across the boundaries of current councils 
and they didnôt want unnecessary disaggregation of services particularly care  
services, 
Brighton and Hove had put together their own plan for 5 new authorities across 
the whole of Sussex. Each would have a population of just over 300.000 people, 
current District boundaries would be torn up and all the services would have to be 
reconfigured. 
Brighton have, of course, put their plan to the Government. West Sussex have 
suggested one new Unitary covering all of West Sussex. The Government will 
decide what will happen but it will cover all of Sussex. The ball is now in the 
governmentôs court. 
The One East Sussex option was strongly supported by Lewes District Council 
and generally preferred by Eastbourne, Rother and Hastings. Wealden District 
Council led by the Wealden Alliance apparently could not agree to accept either 
One East Sussex or the 3 new ones suggested by Brighton. 
Waste Services. 
Just an early warning that waste services nationally will be changing from next 
year. 
All Councils will have to implement a food waste collection and disposal service. 
This will mean a separate food waste container. This already happens in some 
Council areas including Lewes. 
More detail will be available shortly and I hope to do a fuller report next month. 
 
Roy Galley     cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk     01825 713018        07960 607672 
 

District Council Report 
Supporting Ashdown Forest.   The Council has committed to providing up to 
Ã450,000 to the Ashdown Forest Foundation, to help it protect and preserve the 
Forest for us and future generations. The money will help the Foundation to    
deliver a wide-ranging programme of educational and cultural events inspired by 
the fact that 2026 will be Winnie-the-Poohôs centenary year, while safeguarding 
the landscape that inspired A.A. Milne. It will also support an expanded volunteer 
programme, conservation and community projects. 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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Council debt.   You may have seen a recent BBC report about 
council debt in East Sussex. Its figures were accurate but its  
explanation was inadequate. Wealdenôs finances are split in two. 
Its council housing is managed and financed entirely separately 
from the rest of what it does. Everything other than housing is 
run through whatôs called the General Fund. That Fund has a 
healthy surplus and will continue to have that while the council 

exists. Nothing we do through the General Fund is funded by borrowing. 
Housing is run through the Housing Revenue Account (óHRAô). Rents and other 
payments from tenants, and government grants for building social housing, go into 
the HRA. So does money we borrow to fund new homes. The money that pays for 
building those new homes and maintaining existing ones comes out of the HRA.  
The borrowing is repaid from the rents paid by tenants, so our development pays 
for itself. We are not allowed by law to subsidise the HRA from the General Fund. 
Spending your money locally.   An independent business intelligence company 
called Tussell (not to be confused with Trussell, which runs a lot of food banks) has 
ranked Wealden as the best council in the country for the proportion of its spending 
that goes to  small and medium enterprises. It has also ranked us as 2nd best in south
-east England for local spending. In 2024/5 almost half of Wealdenôs spending 
went to local businesses and almost 10% was spent in Wealden itself. Given that 
we donôt have any large towns or cities, that is a considerable achievement. 
And last but not leasté..    Local government reorganisation: as I anticipated in 
my last article, the Cabinet decided that we could not support any of the proposals 
made by the other councils in Sussex (including Brighton) for the new structure. 
We think that East Sussex as it stands is too large to be administered properly and 
democratically by one authority. Brightonôs proposal for 5 authorities covering 
what is now East & West Sussex and Brighton is more in line with our thinking, 
but the governmentôs unnecessarily rushed timetable meant that we didnôt have 
enough time to consider it properly, let alone consult you about it. Hastingsôs      
proposal to abolish the county councils and administer everything through a       
federation of the existing district and borough councils is interesting but so contrary 
to what the government has said it wants that it stands little chance of acceptance. 
This too came out very late in the process, which prevented detailed analysis. 
In any case, as I said last month, the whole process has been carried out back to 
front ï without sorting out the finances first, itôs impossible to make a sensible rec-
ommendation to the government. We therefore decided to say this openly, rather 
than try to make the best of a bad job.   
You can see the different proposals at  

council.wealden.gov.uk/mgChooseDocPack.aspx?ID=6008 . 

 
Ian Tysh      Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk      01825 714639 

mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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        Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 

Parish Council Finances 
The Parish Council is setting a budget for the next financial year (2026/27) and 
this expenditure becomes the basis of the Parish Precept part of your annual  
Council Tax Bill. The budget setting process will commence at the October 28th 
meeting of the Finance and Administration Committee and continues at the      
November 18th and December 16th meetings of the Parish Council. All Parish 
Council and Committee meetings are open to the public and start with an allocated 
time for members of the public to raise issues and ask questions. Please contact 
the Parish Clerk for an invitation.  
 
Become a Parish Councillor 
I wrote at length last month about the structure of Local Government and included 
an appeal for volunteers to come forward to serve as Parish Councillors.  
Our quota of Councillors is 14 but for a considerable time we have had only 10 
Councillors.  
With the forthcoming reorganisation of local government there will be new     
challenges for Parish Councils and their responsibilities could well expand. As the 
Government continues to relax planning policies we anticipate at least one new 
major application in Maresfield (for over 200 homes) on land allocated in the draft 
Wealden Local Plan. The Parish Council will need to respond vigorously and    
ensure that the plans, if approved, include appropriate community benefits.  
So, I make no apologies for repeating that we need your help. We are four short of 
our quota and would encourage any public spirited person from Fairwarp, 
Maresfield or Nutley to step up, please!! Contact Nancy our Clerk for further   
information. 
 
Our Parish Clerk works from the Parish Office and visitors are welcome. Visiting 
hours are 10.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday by prior appointment, please. (E-mail 
clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or phone 714555). 
 
 
To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media are invaluable 
resources. Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
 
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
 
And you can also follow us on Facebook. 
  
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 
 

   (Meeting details on page 13) 

 

mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Dear Readers 
With the summer over and the nights drawing 
in, and, dare I say Christmas  approaching, 
the MCG continues to be proactive in looking 
after our beautiful village. 

You will know from past articles in this magazine that our Footpaths Group 
and volunteers continue, in all weathers and throughout the year, to work     
tirelessly to tackle overgrown footpaths and keep walkaways accessible for all. 
Should you come across an area that you think would benefit from our Foot-
paths TLC please get in touch. 
Our September photographic competition produced some excellent photos and 
the judges were very impressed with the high quality of the entries. A big thank 
you to all of those that entered. The lucky chosen 12 entries have now been 
collated to produce our lovely 2026 village calendar which is now on sale via 
our website. 
As in previous years the MCG will put up the Christmas Tree for the village 
ready for the Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony which is to be held on Saturday 
6th December at 5pm.  
Please do visit our website www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org or visit our 
Facebook page to find out more about our events.  
If you are interested in joining our group, or maybe have a little time available 
to help out, or are just interested in what other things we get involved in, please 
do not hesitate to get in touch via the links above. We are a friendly bunch of 
volunteers and you would be made to feel very welcome! 
 

Tracie Coe ( MCG Membership Secretary) 
 
 
 

Chelwood Gate and Danehill Village Market  
Saturday, 15th November 

Come along and support our Christmas  Village Market which will be selling a 
variety of locally sourced cheese, meat, bread, cakes and pastries, Indian     
curries and snacks.  Also craft stalls selling jewelry, cards, handbags and   
clothing. 
 
This will be held at the Danehill Memorial Hall 
from 10am until 2pm.There will be festive fare 
and a festive tombola. Proceeds from the      
tombola from the last  market were  for the    
Seniors Tea party in December & the tombola 
money from the next market will be donated to 
St Peter & St Jamesô Hospice. 
 

http://www.maresfieldconservationgroup.org
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Step Back to 1959 with Uckfieldôs Buddy Holly Celebration 
 

On Saturday, 11 October 2025, the Civic Centre Uckfield will host Buddy Hollyôs    
Winter Dance Party, a timeless tribute celebration recreating the final tour of Buddy   
Holly, Ritchie Valens, The Big Bopper, and Dion & the Belmonts. 
 
This energetic concert event kicks off at 3:00 pm (doors open at 2:30 pm). Tickets are 
priced at Ã22.50 and are available now. 
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 

2025
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Will you be Carolling this Christmasðpart 1 

On Saturday, 6th December, at 5pm, we shall be staging what has 
become something of a village tradition. This is the annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony. Always an enjoyable occasion and, as in      
previous years, brought to you by the combined efforts of 
Maresfield Church and the Conservation Group. 
As part of the proceedings, we like to have a group of singers to 
give a strong lead to the singing of a number of very well-known 

Christmas carols, which will be accompanied on the piano. I very much hope that 
you will be able to join us. 
This year, we shall have just the one rehearsal, which will start at 4pm on Saturday, 
6th, in church, for anyone who wishes to join us. We will go through the              
programme, sing through the carols, and then we should be ready for the event itself, 
which as last year, will be held in the Church. The rehearsal will be finished well in 
time for 4.45pm, when the village Christmas tree lights will be turned on, so that all 
will be able to enjoy the spectacle. 
You need no previous singing experience to join in ï everyone is welcome - and all 
music / words, etc., will be provided. 
Further information is available: admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com 

 

Will you be carolling this Christmasðpart 2 

If you would like another opportunity to sing carols, then look no further than our 
annual Carol Service, which, once again this year, is being held on Sunday, 21st 

December, at 4pm ï the Sunday before Christmas. We are looking forward to      
welcoming a good number of people into church for this occasion. 
As on previous occasions, we will be forming a scratch choir for this service - and 
all will be welcome to join in.  
Unlike the Tree Lighting Ceremony, the scratch choir will involve three mid-week 
rehearsals, planned for a Monday evening at 7.30pm and lasting for about an hour. 
Rehearsals will be on Mondays, 1st, 8th & 15th December, with a final rehearsal on 
the day at 2.30pm, followed by the Carol Service at 4pm. 
Like the Tree Lighting, all words and music will be provided in a folder. As well as 
the singing of those popular carols, there are three slots in which the singers will 
sing a `solo` carol ï I have selected three such pieces and, in addition, our Rector, 
Ben, has chosen a rather exciting and invigorating carol to be sung by both choir and 
congregation towards the end of the service. All will have been tried and tested well 
in advance of the first rehearsal, so that we can be absolutely sure they will work!   
To join our merry band, simply turn up on the                 
1st December ï you will be made very welcome. No    
previous singing, reading of music or choral experience is 
necessary in order for you to take part.  
Further information is available:                                      
david16bailey@gmail.com 

mailto:david16bailey@gmail.com
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 AI Voice Cloning: Scammers Mimic Your Loved Ones 
A new type of scam is emerging, using artificial intelligence to clone voices that 
we know and trust.  Using readily-available software, fraudsters can replicate the 
voice of your spouse, child, or elderly parent with remarkable accuracy to create a 
new and convincing type of fraud which is spreading fast. 
The technology behind these scams, known as AI voice cloning, is simple to use. 
A short clip ð  perhaps just 15 or 30 seconds ð of someoneôs speech is enough 
to train software to reproduce their voice convincingly. These samples can come 
from a wide variety of sources such as social media posts, online videos, or even 
voicemails ï anywhere that gives the criminals a clean sample. Once they have 
this data, the tools to generate speech in that personôs voice are widely available 
and inexpensive. 
There are growing concerns about the misuse of cloned voices to impersonate 
public figures, business leaders, or even officials. In one instance, fraudsters used 
a cloned voice of a prominent US politician to try to set up conversations with 
foreign ministers. Although these examples grab headlines, the technology is also 
being widely applied to target ordinary people. 
Reports from around the world illustrate how effective this can be. In a recent 
case from Kanpur, India, scammers cloned a relativeôs voice to persuade a man 
that there was a medical emergency. The victim, panicked by hearing what he 
thought was his loved oneôs urgent plea for help, transferred a large sum of    
money before discovering his mistake. 
Here in the UK, consumer protection agencies have warned of similar incidents. 
Elderly people, in particular, are targeted with calls that sound exactly like a     
relative in distress. The voice might claim to have been in an accident, arrested 
abroad, or robbed while travelling, pleading for money to be wired immediately. 
The waves of email scams have taught us to be cautious of emails from strangers, 
or requests to click odd links, or even suspicious of unknown callers.  However, 
the realistic sound of a familiar voice makes these scams highly effective and can 
easily catch one off guard. 
So what can we do? Experts suggest setting up a ñfamily safe wordò that would 
never come up in casual conversation. If you receive a distress call from a loved 
one, asking them to repeat this word can quickly expose an imposter. It is also a 
good idea to hang up and call back on a known number. 
Communicating these risks to family members is important. Many older adults 
are not aware that this technology exists and may trust a familiar voice over their 
better judgment, especially in the shock of hearing a that voice in crisis. 
Until stronger protections are in place, the best defence is awareness. Have     
conversations with your family, agree on verification steps and remind each other 
to pause and check, even in an apparent emergency.  Scammers try to create    
urgency precisely to stop you from taking basic verification steps.  A few         
moments of well-chosen caution can prevent heartbreak and financial loss.  
Roger Lyons, RL Computer Solutions 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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Chailey Repair Cafe 
Weôre forward to seeing you and your broken stuff as we head into the last 3   
Repair Caf®s of 2025. But may we make a special request please? 
 
There is a tendency nowadays to when you unpack your new appliance to throw 
away the instruction manual! We know that nowadays many are online, but if you 
have kept the instructions, take the time to  read them  because it may well help 
you solve some of the faults yourself. This applies particularly to any form of  
vacuum cleaner, notably Dysons where you need  to clean and wash the  filters. 
Sadly, we are now seeing  many of these where the innards are all bunged up   
because the filters have never been cleaned since it was new!  Similarly with 
toasters ï and you all appear to eat a  lot of toast! ï please clean out the crumb 
tray and shake out and lumps of frazzled bread stuck inside! 
 
If you no longer have the instruction manual, you'll find one online which you can 
print them out and keep close to hand.  Stuff is getting more complicated        
nowadays and it really does pay to understand how it works ï help us to help you 
and if do you have the instructions, please being them with you when you visit! 
 
Although you can bring as many items as you wish to be repaired, we only permit 
you to book in one at a time, in fairness to those who will be in the queue behind 
you. Once your first item has been looked at, you can of course book in the next 
and join the list ï if youôre there early enough, thereôs a good chance we can also 
look at the next one.    
 
Chailey Repair Caf® is part of a  world-wide movement where volunteer experts 
repair things free of charge ï although a donation towards running costs is       
invited. Anyone can bring along broken items or clothing needing repair from 
home, and have a cuppa and a cake and then watch while your repair is done in 
front of you. 
 
Youôll find us at St Peterôs Church, Chailey on the A275 at Chailey Green on the 
second Saturday   of each month (11th October, 8th November, 13th December and 
so on) between 1000hrs and 1300hrs where we have a full Caf® service including 
our legendary cakes!  
 
Not sure if we can fix your broken item?  Contact  us at chaileyrc@gmail.com 
and weôll see what we can do to help. 
 
See you very soon!! 
 
Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Caf® team 

mailto:chaileyrc@gmail.com
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                                Dads & Tots at Maresfield and Nutley Churches 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning.   This group is for Dads/Grandads and 
their children/grandchildren aged  0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity 
spend time with your children, get to know other Dads and enjoy  unlimited coffee/tea 
and some breakfast.  There will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sand-
wiches for dads.    Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in 
church.    

Next dates:  See website for dates. www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com   

                                         Toddler Praise 

 Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church  (term time only)         
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our informal group 
on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church for  music and songs, a 
thought from the Bible, craft, toys and hot  refreshments and chat       
afterwards. There is no charge for the group, but donations to running 

costs are welcome. No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 
 
 

  THE LION KING                All Welcome 
  Date:  29th October at 2pm 
  Venue:  Maresfield Church 
  Free Entry (donations appreciated) 
  Contact:  Angie for more information. 
  admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com  
  Children must be accompanied by an adult 
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ñBe the best you can be, so that you can live life to the full.ò  
 
Bonners CE Primary School & Nursery-  October 2025   

 
Bonners School took part in a wonderful Harvest Celebration this 
term at St Bartholomewôs Church. It was a joyful occasion where 
pupils, staff, and families came together to give thanks and share 

in worship. We are deeply grateful for the generous donations from our school        
community, all of which will be going to support the Uckfield Food Bank. Your 
kindness will help local families in need, and we thank everyone who contributed 
so thoughtfully. 
It has been a busy and exciting start to the new academic year here at Bonners 
School and Nursery. Our children have settled in beautifully, embracing new    
learning opportunities and school routines with enthusiasm. Staff have enjoyed    
welcoming our pupils back and seeing the school buzzing with activity once 
again. 
We are also looking forward to meeting new families who are considering joining 
our school community. We warmly invite prospective parents and carers to our 
Open Mornings on Tuesday 12th November and Friday 14th November from 
9.30am. These sessions will offer a chance to see the school in action, meet staff, 
and find out more about what makes Bonners such a special place to learn and 
grow.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like anymore  information regarding our school please call        

01825 762381 or visit  https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/.  

https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/
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