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The Rector Writes 

I hope this magazine finds you well.  Iôd like to start by saying 
thank you to those who joined us for the church bbq at the end of 
August.  It was lovely to see you.  A big thank you also goes to Rob 
Taylor and his team for preparing and cooking all the lovely food, 
Angie Welton for all the organisation and for young Edward Sutton 
for serving such excellent ice cream. 

Iôd like to mention a few upcoming things in the life of the church. 

First, given that itôs the October edition of the magazine, we are 
already talking about Autumn and themes such as harvest.  If this has arrived 
through your letterbox in time, then I would like to warmly invite you again to 
our Harvest Service on Sunday 28th September at 11.15am. Please see the       
website/facebook page for more information. 

On Sunday October 5th we have a service at 10:30am in Nutley Church, during 
which we will be saying thank you to Revd Pauline, who is finishing her time as 
Associate Vicar.  All are welcome to the service and to bring along some lunch, 
which we will eat together afterwards.  Weôll provide tea/coffee and cake.  Weôre 
grateful for all the ways in which Pauline has loved and served us over the past 11 
years. 

Every year we have a church giving weekend, where we invite people to consider 
making a donation to the church and/or help us give the church sort-out and clean.  
More details can be found in central pages of the magazine. 

Finally, Iôd like to invite you to join us for the Alpha Course, which is running on 
Thursdays from October 9th.  You can find details and an invitation on the back of 
the magazine.   

The Alpha course is a great way to explore Christianity and the character of Jesus 
who sits at its centre.  I hope this isnôt just an opportunity to explore ñthe 
factsò (though facts are important), but to explore the very real difference that 
being a Christian ï that is, trusting and following Jesus - makes.  Christianity   
offers what so many of us are longing for and all of us need.  Namely, meaning 
and value, through relationship with the one who made us and loves us.  A     
community, a family, of brothers and sisters.  A sense of peace and hope, because 
we find ourselves woven into a story that endures beyond whatever this life may 
throw at us.  And we also find ourselves with direction, about how we should live 
and how we can make a difference in the lives of others. 

Being a Christian doesnôt make someone perfect, nor is it always easy,  but it is 
good. 

Iôd love to invite you again to join us and hear from others what   being a      
Christian means and the difference it has made.  Do get in touch if youôd like to 
find out more. 

See you soon.    Ben 
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Local Government Update 
Commemorations 
Commemorating historical events has been a big theme this      
summer. 
We did not have any major local celebrations of VJ Day. That is 
fraught with ethical issues but without that war ending many more 
lives would have been lost. 
As Chairman of the County Council, I attended a  memorial of the 
Newhaven to Dieppe Raid in August 1942. Allied troops, the     
majority Canadian, sailed from Newhaven to land near Dieppe and hopefully      
outflank the Germans. Unfortunately, they knew our troops were coming and 
gunned them down on the beaches and took a lot of prisoners. 
French and Canadian representatives attended a moving ceremony on August 10th in 
Newhaven. This was hosted by Kim Bishop, the lively Mayor of Newhaven. The 
following weekend, the High Sheriff, the Mayor of Lewes, the  Mayor of Newhaven 
and I went over to Dieppe to join the French commemoration. We were there for 
two days but the French take these events very seriously and there were many     
activities there over several days. There are a number of locations where a vigil is 
kept and wreaths are laid. In France this is a big community event and a lot of young 
people are involved which is very encouraging. 
Some may question why we continue to mark these anniversaries. It is about       
remembering those who gave their lives so we can be free of tyranny. It is also 
about younger generations understanding how fragile is the peace and democracy 
we all rather take for granted. The most memorable event was when French,       
Canadian and British representatives read out the names of over 1300 young men 
who were killed in and around Dieppe. 
In September I will be joining the Royal Society of St George to mark the           
anniversary of the Battle of Britain. This was a game changing battle of the Second  
World War.  
Road Safety 
 rather thanWe have a lot of road safety issues at the top of the agenda a present. 
Extra measures have been introduced in Danehill along with the improved road  
surface. 
The Signage going up to Nutley School has been enhanced and work is being done 
outside the school to put in a more level surface. 
We are awaiting improved signage near Buxted School 
There are speeding and safety problems on the A22 between Pippingford and Wych 
Cross. 
A recent fatal accident has highlighted the dangers along Crowborough Road,     
Nutley. 
Speeding along the A 275 towards Trading Boundaries continues to require better 
signage. 
A reduced speed limit will soon be introduced at Horney Common and on the road 
from Buxted to Hadlow Down. 

Roy Galley      cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk     01825 713018     07960 607672 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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District Council Report 
Ward Budget Scheme 
The Scheme is up and running. I have so far approved 4 applications 
(and rejected 1 as it was out of scope), and the first payments will be 
made shortly.  The Scheme is open to non-profit organisations that 
provide some sort of benefit to the community or sections of it ï  
details about whoôs ineligible and what types of expenditure arenôt    
covered are on the Council website along with details of how to apply; search for 
óWard budget schemeô. If you have any queries about the scheme please contact either 
CouncillorWardBudgets@wealden.gov.uk , or me. 
Local Government Reorganisation   
By the time you read this, the deadline for Sussex councils to submit their proposals for 
reorganisation to the government will have passed. As I type, I have no idea whether 
Wealden will be able to support any of the proposals being made.  None of them has 
been made public, despite the deadline being a fortnight away. I have seen some drafts, 
none of which make sense.  One is for a unitary authority within the present boundary 
of East Sussex; another is for East & West Sussex and Brighton & Hove to be divided 
in various ways into 5 unitary authorities; a third is for a type of federation. Various 
figures about how much money will be saved through economies of scale or how much 
reorganising services to cut across current boundaries will cost are bandied about, but 
in the East Sussex case are based on a model that no one is proposing, so their value is 
obscure. 
The fundamental problem, which the government has deliberately avoided discussing 
and which the proposals Iôve seen donôt begin to challenge properly, is that none of 
whatôs proposed will repair the huge damage done to local services by the cuts in 
spending that have been made every year since 2012. The proposals made acknowledge 
that all or most of then new authorities will be in financial crisis from the start, but 
praise them nonetheless.  One could be forgiven for thinking that reorganisation is a 
deliberate diversion.  
The government is currently conducting a review of its funding of local authorities, 
with a view to providing more support to poorer areas and less to wealthier ones.    
However, there wonôt be an increase in the total, just a redistribution of the existing 
amount of funding. The review will, therefore, not begin the necessary repair of the 
damage done over the last 12 years.Despite that fundamental flaw, the government 
could at least have ensured that we would know the detail of the redistribution before 
having to make decisions about reorganisation, so we could deal with facts rather than 
speculation, but that appears to be too difficult, or thought to be undesirable. We are 
therefore being made to decide on the basis of speculation, which can easily become 
fantasy.  This seems completely wrong to me. 
It is, therefore, possible that Wealden will decide that we canôt make a decision at the 
moment, and say so.  The areas of England that arenôt in the governmentôs priority  
programme have until the end of November to make their recommendations (still    
before the financial review outcome will be known), yet they will be holding elections 
for their new unitary authorities on the same day we will, and those authorities will 
start work on the same day ours will. The priority programme ï which the County 
Council pushed for us to sign up to last January ï turns out to have been nothing of the 
sort. The only result of being in it to date is that we lost the opportunity to elect a new 
county council in May. The promised benefits have vanished into the shadows. 
 Ian Tysh Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk 01825 714639 
 

 

mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 

As I write this Newsletter each month I think it tends to be repetitive ï repeating that 
we still need some parishioners to step forward to serve on the Parish Council;      
repeating that dog waste remains a real problem in the Parish (especially on 
Maresfield Recreation Ground and our other public open spaces ï please pick it up 
and put in the bin or take it home); repeating that property owners bordering a foot 
path must keep their hedges etc trimmed back; and repeating that we carry out        
successful Speedwatch activity but still need more volunteers. I make no apologies 
for this repetition! 
On the subject of Speedwatch I have been asked to mention that our volunteers wear 
video cameras and every incidence of abuse of a volunteer (which is rare), whether or 
not from a speeding driver, is followed up by the police and there have been           
consequent successful prosecutions. 
Cybercrime 
We seem to read about Cybercrime frequently and as I write this Jaguar Land Roverôs 
operations have been brought to a complete halt as a result of a cyber attack. It can 
and does happen to small business too. The South-East Cyber Crime Unit works to 
protect communities from cyber criminals and specific advice for small businesses 
can be found here: https://southeastcyber.police.uk/cyber-small-organisations/  
Free Electric Blanket testing 
This is provided every year by our Fire and Rescue service and apparently each year 
up to a third of blankets fail the test on safety grounds. Local testing is being carried 
out on Tuesday 21st October at the Crowborough Fire Station from 10.00-12noon and 
at Uckfield Fire Station from 14.00 to 16.00. Do bring your electric blanket along for 
a free safety check.  
What is a Parish Council? 
Parish and Town Councils are elected units of local government whose activities are 
controlled by Acts of Parliament and are responsible for local matters and community 
needs which can include: street lighting, local transport, allotments, cemeteries,       
recreation grounds, war memorials, seating and shelters, some leisure and sporting   
provision, community safety, affordable housing, tourist information and litter and 
dog bins. In addition Parish councils are consulted on many issues and are statutory 
consultees for all planning applications in the Parish. Responsibilities include         
representing the whole electorate, delivering services to meet local needs and striving 
to improve the quality of life in the Parish. District Councils (ours is Wealden) tend to 
take care of planning, refuse collection, trading standards, environmental health and 
leisure activities, housing and homelessness. County Councils (East Sussex CC) look 
after, amongst other things, adult social care, highways, education, libraries, fire and 
rescue, trading standards, waste disposal and childrenôs services.  
Parish Council membership 
Parish Councillors are elected by the public and serve four year terms; 
they can also be co-opted to fill a vacancy. Traditionally unpaid,  
however very modest allowances at the discretion of individual Councils 
 can be made available. Most Parish Councils run on a non-party political.    
 
(Continued on page 13) 
 
 

https://southeastcyber.police.uk/cyber-small-organisations/
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 Will you be carolling this Christmas?  (Part 1) 
On Saturday, 6th December, at 5pm, we shall be staging what has 
become something of a village tradition. This is the annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony. Always an enjoyable occasion and, as in     
previous years, brought to you by the combined efforts of 
Maresfield Church and the Conservation Group. 

As part of the proceedings, we like to have a group of singers to 
give a strong lead to the singing of a number of very well-known 

Christmas carols, which will be accompanied on the piano. I very much hope 
that you will be able to join us. 

This year, we shall have just the one rehearsal, which will start at 4pm on    
Saturday, 6th, in church, for anyone who wishes to join us. We will go through 
the programme, sing through the carols, and then we should be ready for the 
event itself, which as last year, will be held in the Church. The rehearsal will be 
finished well in time for 4.45pm, when the village Christmas tree lights will be 
turned on, so that all will be able to enjoy the spectacle. 
You need no previous singing experience to join in ï everyone is welcome - 
and all music / words, etc., will be provided. 
Further information is available: admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com    
 

Will YOU be carolling this Christmas? (Part 2) 
If you would like another opportunity to sing carols, then look no further than 
the Maresfield Church annual Carol Service, which, once again this year, is 
being held on Sunday, 21st December, at 4pm ï the Sunday before Christmas. 
We are looking forward to welcoming a good number of people into church for 
this occasion. 

As on previous occasions, we will be forming a scratch choir for this service - 
and all will be welcome to join in. Unlike the Tree Lighting Ceremony, the 
scratch choir will involve three mid-week rehearsals, planned for a Monday 
evening at 7.30pm and lasting for about an hour. Rehearsals will be on      
Mondays, 1st, 8th & 15th December, with a final rehearsal on the day at 2.30pm,    
followed by the Carol Service at 4pm. 

Like the Tree Lighting, all words and music will be provided in a folder. As 
well as the singing of those popular carols, there are four slots in which the 
singers will sing a `solo` carol ï I have selected four such pieces, which, once 
again, will have been tried and tested well in advance of the first rehearsal, so 
that we can be absolutely sure they will work!    

To join our merry band, simply turn up on the 1st    
December ï you will be made very welcome. No      
previous singing, reading of music or choral experience 
is necessary in order for you to take part.  
Further information is available:  
david16bailey@gmail.com 

mailto:david16bailey@gmail.com
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(continued from page 7) 
On average Parish Councillors may devote three or so hours a week which will    
include attendance at meetings as well as the necessary preparatory work. No       
particular skills or qualifications are required but a good councillor will get along 
with others, will understand different views and have the ability to compromise.  
Being a Parish Councillor can be a very rewarding role in the community and full    
training is given. 
Your Parish Council 
Our Parish encompasses the three quite distinct villages of Fairwarp, Maresfield and  
Nutley. We are entitled to have fourteen Parish Councillors but currently our             
complement is ten and so we would welcome volunteers for co-option. Our Parish   
Council meets ten times a year with committee meetings mostly quarterly except for the 
planning committee which meets every three weeks. Should you be interested the Parish 
Clerk and I would welcome an initial discussion.  
Your Council Tax 
The Parish Council sets a budget each year and this expenditure becomes the Parish   
Precept part of your annual Council Tax Bill. The budget setting process for next year 
starts at the October 28th meeting of the Finance and Administration Committee in the 
Parish Office. All meetings start with an allocated time for members of the public to raise 
issues and ask questions. It would help if you would let the Parish Clerk (714555) know 
that you are attending.  
The Annual Parish Report  
This Report is available on the Councilôs web site www.maresfieldparish.org.uk. I do 
hope you find it interesting and we would appreciate any feedback. 
 
To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media are invaluable     
resources. Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
 
And you can also follow us on Facebook.  
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

   
 

http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 
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Travelling Tea Trays 

 
We are excited to introduce the new Maresfield Travelling Tea Trays so-
cial club.  
Engage is a local small charity formed over ten years ago. We run fortnightly 
groups in Hadlow Down, called the `TN22 lunch and social club` for our older 
community and a second specialised `TN22 plus club` - A social day club for 
those living with Dementia.  
  
We recently received lottery funding, enabling us to introduce and establish new 
monthly Community social clubs within rural villages of Wealden. Opening our 
very first Travelling Tea Trays social club in February at East Hoathly.  
  
Our aim is to bring communities together for companionship, new friendships 
and fun within a warm and welcoming space. A perfect place for those who may 
feel lonely or isolated, looking for new opportunities to meet others.  
  
Each month a program will be carefully designed to bring a variety of enjoyable 
seasonal activities. As the social club evolves, it will be led by suggestions from 
those attending. A selection of refreshments is available and included within the 
suggested Ã3 donation.  
  
Our next Travelling Tea Trays social club is Thursday 16th October. 
We meet the 3rd Thursday each month between 10 :00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. at 
the Maresfield village hall.   
Come along and join us, a warm welcome awaits.  
  
Our dates for 2025 -  
16th October  
20th November  
18th December  
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Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
 
           


