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The Rector Writes 

The Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, draw upon the eye-witness accounts of 
those who saw Jesus and the events surrounding his life.  The authors of the Gospels 
often arrange these events in such a way, to deepen our understanding and to ask 
questions of us. 

In chapter 15 of Markôs gospel, we have different reactions to Jesus, at the time of his 
trial and death, recorded for us. 

Busy Soldiers 
Roman soldiers put Jesus on the cross.  They just saw him as another criminal.  They 
mocked him as a king, yes, but in the end, they did their job and cast lots for his 
clothes, as they would anyone else.  Jesus meant nothing to them.  They were        
indifferent. 

Religious Leaders 
The religious leaders of the day saw Jesus as someone to be mocked.  Jesus had 
claimed to be the Messiah (Godôs saving king) and had healed others.  ñHe saved  
othersò, they said, but he canôt save himself.ò  In that moment they felt vindicated in 
their decision to have him arrested.  He was no messiah, just a man to be mocked. 

Members of the crowd 
Several in the crowd mocked Jesus.  One ran up, gave Jesus a drink of wine vinegar 
and then waited to see if a miracle would occur.  He was there for the show, for the 
event ï hoping for something miraculous, though shows no sign of faith.   

A Roman centurion. 
In stark contrast was the Roman Centurion.  He watched Jesus die and, weighing up 
everything he had seen, declared ñsurely this man was the Son of God.ò  In that     
moment, he believed Jesusô claims about himself and he worshipped him.  In many 
ways, he was the last person you would expect to respond like this. 

Indifference, mockery, there for the show and, finally, worship. 

It is amazing that Mark records all these responses and is thought that Mark did this, 
not only to record details of what happened, but to get us thinking.  Who do I say  
Jesus is?  Have I thought about what all this means?  There is no question more     
important! 

I love the fact it was the Roman Centurion who was able see.  That his ñmomentò is 
recorded for people to read about, centuries into the future.   It reminds us that there is 
no such thing as the right type of person to be a Christian.  Jesusôs invitation to follow 
him, to respond to him, is open to every type of person. 

Why not join us at Easter this year?  You can find the services advertised online and 
in this magazine.  You would be very welcome.  Why not come and find out more?  
We live in a world in desperate need of hope, purpose, reassurance and peace.  In  
Jesus, we discover the very best of these things.  Jesus famously said: 
28 óCome to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.ô (Matthew 11:28-30) 

I hope you are well and I wish you a Happy Easter. 

God Bless  Ben  
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Groups at St.Bartsðall very welcome 
   Toddler Praise   Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church  
(term time only).   0-4 year olds and parents and carers are       
welcome at our informal group on Tuesday mornings in 
Maresfield Church for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, 
craft, toys and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no 
charge for the group, but  donations to running costs are welcome. 
No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 This group is for Dads/Grandads and their  children/
grandchildren aged  0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots 
is an  opportunity spend time with your children, get 
to know other Dads and enjoy  unlimited coffee/tea 

and some breakfast.  We have snacks for the children and bacon/
sausage sandwiches for dads.   Dads and Tots runs from  9-
10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.  See website for next 
www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com    

Flourish.    How do we live our best lives?   If youôre in year 
4 upwards you are welcome to join us at Flourish to find out 
more about the big story of the Bible and how it helps us 
know ourselves and God better. We play games, eat dinner 
and dive into Godôs amazing story every Wednesday from   

 5.30-6.30 at Maresfield church. Ask Claudia for more         
 information at claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com   

 St.Barts Community Caf®.    Every Wednesday from 9amð12       
noon.     Come and join us for lively chatter, good company,      
regular talks/demonstrations, crafts and so much more and all    
enjoyed with coffee/tea, cake etc.   All free,  donations appreciated 
but not  essential     

    Connections.   Are you a local woman looking to make real 
friends? This warm and welcoming group offers relaxed events 
where local women can meet and get to know each other.  
The events often include a meal and a guest speaker, speaking on  
the theme of friendship and or faith.  Contact Alison for more 
information:  alimcbrien@gmail.com 

 

 TLC Bereavement Group.   We get together on the first Friday of 
the month.  This is a joint venture between Maresfield and Nutley 
Churches and we are currently meeting at Nutley Church Hall      
between 2-3:30pm.    TLC is for anyone who has suffered 
loss.  We hope TLC will be a place of community and support for 
those who are  suffering bereavement.        

   Contact Pauline on 07751729049 
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East Sussex County Council Update 

Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution. 
Well, the government has changed its mind again and .as many may 
know, we are to have County Council elections on May 7th. 

Whether this will be for a one-year term or more is not yet clear. 
The current plan is to have elections for a new Unitary Authority in 
May 2027 with the District and Borough Councils being abolished 
and then elections for a Sussex Mayor in 2028 . Who knows what 
this government will do. Iôve never been keen on having a Mayor 

but I can see a case for a unitary authority although I canôt see it being a game changer. 
The Wealden Local Plan. 
The consultation for this ends on March 20th and I have registered a series of            
objections. 
As I understand the  process , WDC will now assimilate and assess the consultation 
results.. Then we will have a new Plan put forward before submission to the Planning 
Inspector. 

The biggest impact will be extra housing. Indeed this seems to be the main objective of 
the Plan. Build lots of houses regardless of the consequences for water supply, sewage, 
road systems and a range of social services. 

The local effects will be if this goes ahead. 

New houses: 
Buxted 349;    Danehill 35;    Fletching 26;    Isfield 34;    Maresfield 347;   
Little Horsted 1503 

The direct effect on some villages will be quite small but the ricochet effect of the huge 
Proposed Owlsbury Development will be devastating. Our rural environment will be 
destroyed. 
It doesnôt have to be like this and I have in my response to the Consultation outlined an 
alternative plan. 

The other aspect is employment and commercial development. Despite a lot of weasel 
words, it is clear that the Ashdown Business Park expansion at Maresfield will be going 
ahead. Another major blow to our environment. 
 Some positive County News . 
County has a lot of issues with the lack of money but despite that many positive        
initiatives do make progress . 

There is a lot of demand for improved services foe Special Educational Needs and    
Disabilities. 

Part of Countyôs response to this is the development of a new purpose built school in 
Crowborough for both primary and secondary school pupils. 

Whilst we need more money for potholes we are going ahead with a replacement for 
the Exceat Bridge in Cuckmere. This is currently a major bottleneck and we will be 
spending nearly Ã20m on  a two lane structure. If you know the area , you will         
appreciate how helpful this will be. The funds have come from a number of             
government sponsored pots. The pothole money has not been compromised by this    
expensive scheme. 

Roy Galley         cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk )           01825713018  

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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                                    Wealden District Council Report 

 
Local government reorganisation 
Contrary to what I said in my last article, the election for East Sussex County Council 
will take place on May 7th after all. The governmentôs decision to postpone the      
election for a second successive year was challenged in the High Court by Reform 
UK, ironically basing its case on the European Human Rights Convention, which it 
wants to abolish. A few days before the case was due to be heard, the government 
caved in and agreed that the elections would go ahead and that it would pay Reformôs 
legal costs. 
 
No increase in Wealdenôs Council Tax 
The Council has approved the Cabinetôs recommendation not to increase Wealdenôs 
Council Tax for the financial year 2026/7.  The 2.99% by which Wealdenôs charge 
has been increased in recent years raises about Ã500,000. Our contribution to the 
Councilôs staff pension fund (which is administered by the County Council) has been 
unexpectedly reduced by rather more than that amount, so foregoing an increase is 
eminently affordable. Unfortunately, our decision does not mean that you will not 
have to pay more from April, because we collect council tax on behalf of the police, 
the Fire Brigade, the County Council and parish and town councils, and they each 
make their own decision on how much to charge. Wealden Councilôs share of your 
total Council Tax bill is about 8%. 
 
Council tax and terminal illness 
I hope you know that people on low incomes can obtain a reduction in their Council 

Tax under our Reduction Scheme. In response to a campaign by the Marie Curie  

charity, Wealden Council has decided to extend the Scheme by removing all liability 

from people already receiving a reduction who become terminally ill, with effect from 

next month.  In order to have your liability cancelled you will need to obtain an S R1 

form from your GP or hospital doctor. The form certifies that you have an illness or 

condition from which you are likely to die in the next 12 months. Once you have the 

form, you (or someone on your behalf) should contact our Finance department.      

Details are here  

 https://www.wealden.gov.uk/benefits/who-can-get-council-tax-reduction/  

Ian Tysh  Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 

mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 
As spring arrives, Iôd like to share with you a brief update and remind you of what 
your Parish Council actually does. 
Maresfield Recreation Ground 
By the time you read this, phase two of the parking works at Maresfield Recreation 
Ground should be complete. However, part of the parking area will remain            
temporarily closed to allow newly sown grass seed, planted along the length of the 
area to maintain a consistent appearance, time to establish. 
Annual Assembly 
A reminder again that this yearôs Annual Assembly, where residents can meet local 
councillors, hear news of what is going on in the Parish and ask questions on any  
issues or matters of interest, will be held at Maresfield Village Hall on 26th May at 
7.30pm.  More details of speakers nearer the time. 
The Parish Council 
The Parish Council is the first tier of local government. Your councillors are unpaid 
volunteers who represent residents, make decisions about local facilities, comment on 
planning applications and set the parish precept (your local element of Council Tax). 
Supporting the Council is the Parish Clerk and Clerical Assistant, both of whom work 
part time.  Amongst other things the Clerk ensures meetings are lawful, manages  
finances and audits, prepares agendas and minutes, advises councillors on legislation, 
and carries out Council decisions. 
Together, we work to protect and improve our parish. 
Parish Council ï Some of what we do 
P ï Pavilions and parish buildings, such as bus shelters, managed and maintained 
A ï Allotments will be coming soon to Maresfield 
R ï Recreation grounds managed and maintained 
I ï Infrastructure such as benches and bins maintained 
S ï Street lighting (where applicable) managed 
H ï Highways issues reported and pursued 
 
C ï Communication with residents through meetings,             
noticeboards, newsletters and website.  
O ï Overseeing finances responsibly and transparently 
U ï Understanding and commenting on planning applications 
N ï Neighbourhood engagement and partnership working 
C ï Contracts for services and maintenance managed 
I ï Improvement projects delivered 
L ï Listening to and representing our local community 

The Parish Office 
Our Parish Office is situated behind the Memorial Hall and adjacent to the Social 
Club in Churchfields, Nutley. Parish Office visiting hours are 10.30 to 12.30 Monday 
to Friday by prior appointment, please.  (Email clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or 
phone 714555).    Website:   maresfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Other useful links are:   www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk     

www.ashdownforest.org/ And you can also follow the Parish Council on Facebook.  

Martin CraddockðChairman of Maresfield Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
https://maresfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk
http://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Maresfield Conservation Group 
 
You may have noticed the finger post in the middle of the village has been spruced 
up, courtesy of the MCG Footpaths Group. These historic posts are no longer       
maintained by the County Highways department and MCG has stepped in for the 
posts in our Parish. A number of damaged or missing posts are being reinstated on a 
rolling programme. Do let MCG know if you notice any finger post that needs       
attention. 
Itôs time to clean up our village again. The Spring litter-picking day is Saturday 11th 
April. Volunteers are warmly welcomed at the church car park from 10am. All    
equipment will be provided. 
 
The Committee has been working to set up a bio-diversity survey, working with a 
local ecologist to cover parts of the Parish. The survey will cover bird life and vegeta-
tion and take place over the Spring and Summer.  
The Annual General Meeting of the Conservation Group will take place on Tuesday 
12th May at 7:30 in the Village Hall. All members are most welcome. Of particular 
interest this year will be the launch of the online Maresfield History Resource which 
provides access to material now curated by MCG following the closure of the 
Maresfield Historical Society last year. Refreshments will be served at the end of the 
meeting. 
  
Joining the Conservation Group is quick and easy and you will be made very        
welcome. Click the JOIN US button on our website where you can pay the annual 
subscription by credit card (Ã10 for an individual and Ã15 for a household).  
 
Now that Spring is here, itôs a good time to get out and about with your cameras and 
mobiles to capture images for the MCG Annual Photo Competition. Full details on 
the óAboutô page of the website. 
 

Tom Merchant 
Committee Member 
www.MaresfieldConservationGroup.org  
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 

2025 
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 Bonners CE Primary School & NurseryðApril 2026 
 

ñBe the best you can be, so that you can live life to the fullέ 
 

 
This term, we have seen a wonderful example of 
new life right here in Bonners school. There has 
been a real buzz of excitement as we watched our 
eggs hatch into chicks in Hedgehog Class. The 
whole school, including our nursery children, have 
loved observing how the chicks have grown and 
changed each day. We are now the proud caretakers 
of ten chicks, all carefully named by the children in 
Hedgehog Class.  
 

Watching the chicks hatch and grow has been a lovely way for the children to 
experience the message of Easter first-hand, a celebration of new beginnings, 
growth and life. 

 
We have 10 chicks in total, 5 boys and 5 girls. The 
boys are yellow, while the girls have beautiful 
brown markings, making it easier for the children 
to tell them apart. The chicks hatched after 21 days 
of incubation, which is the typical amount of time it 
takes for a chick to develop inside an egg. When 
they first hatch, chicks are covered in soft down 
rather than feathers, and they are able to walk and 
explore within just a few hours. They will begin to 
grow proper feathers as they become stronger and 
more independent.   

 
We welcomed a special visit to Bonners School from Raystede Animal Charity. 
The children were fully engaged and eager to learn about the importance of caring 
responsibly for pets and animals. They listened carefully as they discovered what 
animals need to stay happy and healthy, including the right food, fresh water, 
shelter, exercise and plenty of love and attention. The session encouraged 
thoughtful questions, empathy and compassion, and the children represented the 
school beautifully with their enthusiasm and respectful listening. It was a valuable 
opportunity to develop their understanding of animal welfare and the role        
charities play in supporting both animals and their owners. 
 
If you would like anymore information regarding our wonderful school please call 
01825 762381 or visit https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/.  

 

https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/


17 

 

 



18 

 

  

 

 

 

 



19 

 

 

ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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 Message from Chequers 
 
Happy Easter from all of us here at The Chequers, we are 
also very excited to be welcoming the spring months and 
sun back to Maresfield. 
 
I would like to start by thanking everyone who came out 
to join us for our live band night, I hope you all enjoyed 
it as much as we did and hope to see you all again for the 
next. Remember this is the last Saturday of every month.  

Easter weekend is going to be busy here, good Friday we have an easter egg hunt 
in our garden from 2pm, with a very special Hoppy visitor!  
 
Then Easter Sunday we have a garden party from 12pm until 7pm. With music, 
entertainment and roast dinner wraps sitting in our sunny garden. No need to book 
just show up and grab a table.  
 
Roast dinners will be served Easter Sunday as usual, if the garden party isnôt how 
you wish to spend it join us in the restaurant for lunch or dinner served until 8pm. 
Donôt forget to book as bank holidays can get a little busier than usual and you 
donôt want to miss out on our giant Yorkshire puddings.  
Look forward to seeing you all.  
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Privacy in the Age of the Pocket Computer 
Most of us carry a miracle in our pocket ð a device that knows where we are, who 
we speak to, what we search for, and what we buy for dinner. It keeps us connected 
and organised, yet at the same time, generates a stream of data that travels far    
beyond our control. Perhaps it is good to consider: where is all that information 
going? 

Every smartphone, whether Apple, Android, or something in between, collects and 
shares data to make everyday life easier. Location settings help us find directions, 
tag photos, or locate a lost phone. Bluetooth and Wi-Fi allow convenient            
connections to cars, headphones, and smart TVs. Apps request permission to use 
our cameras, microphones, and contact lists ð and usually we tap ñAllowò without 
reading further. Each of these features has its uses, but each is also an opportunity 
for information about our habits, movements, and preferences to leak out. 

In the background, the phoneôs operating system and many of the apps installed on 
it may be sending snippets of data back to companies for ñanalyticsò or 
ñpersonalisationò. That can mean anything from improving navigation routes to 
fine-tuning the adverts you see. While some of this is harmless, the line between 
helpful and intrusive can blur easily. A surprising number of people have            
discovered that their phones seem to know what they were just talking about ð 
perhaps coincidence, perhaps targeted advertising ð but either way it feels         
unsettling. 

The idea of tackling privacy settings can seem daunting. The good news is that a 
few simple steps make a big difference. Start with your phoneôs Settings Ÿ Privacy 
& Security section. Look for Location Services and decide which apps really need 
access. A weather app, yes; a shopping appé perhaps not. Most modern phones let 
you choose ñWhile Using the Appò rather than ñAlwaysò, which limits background 
tracking. 

Next, review Bluetooth and Wi-Fi scanning. Even when you think these are off, 
some phones continue searching for networks or beacons nearby ð a behaviour 
you can usually disable in advanced settings. Check App Permissions and remove 
camera or microphone access for apps that have no reason to use them. It is worth 
spending a few minutes once a month doing this, the digital equivalent of locking 
the garden gate before bedtime. 

For a broader view, both Apple and Android now offer privacy dashboards showing 
how often each app accesses your location, camera, or contacts. Seeing this laid out 
visually can be eye-opening ð a friendly nudge to prune unnecessary permissions. 
Beyond settings, thereôs a larger cultural shift to consider. Perhaps our                 
understanding of ñprivacyò itself needs refreshing. We once thought of it as        
secrecy, a curtain we could pull shut. These days is have become more like      
awareness of managing our (generally digital) interactions, housekeeping as       
opposed to blockade building.  
Maybe the right way to approach your phone is as an assistant, not as a mirror. It 
will continue to reflect your approach, but you have a good deal of influence over 
what it should show. The next time your phone suggests ways to ñimprove your 
experience,ò pause a moment. Ask instead how you can help it to improve its     
manners.                                   (Roger Lyon (RL Computer Solutions) 
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Uckfield Model Railway Club Open Day 2026 

The Clubôs Open Day will be held on 11th April from 10:00 am to 4:00pm at The 
Luxford Centre, Library Way, Uckfield, TN22 1AR.  Admission is Ã2 to include a 
free cup of tea or coffee (other refreshments will also be available), under 16s are 
free.  The Centre is a 10-minute walk from Uckfield railway or bus station and 
there is free car parking in the public car park adjacent to the Centre. 

On display will be the Clubôs layouts Arnold Layne (O), Framnock Bay (OO) and 
Stoney Bottom (N) plus part of the P4 layout, Chart Sutton, which is currently 
under construction.  Other layouts include College Halt (OO), Upton Church (N) 
and Atterbury Road (OO).  Also on display will be entries in the Clubôs annual 
modelling competition of layouts or dioramas based on the PECO Rail 200      
baseboard. 

A&N Models will have models for sale and there is also a membersô Bring & Buy 
stand.  There will be several demonstrations showing various aspects of railway 
modelling including 3D printing. Bentley Miniature Railway will also be showing 
what they have to offer. 

 
 
0 gauge Jinty  tank engine 57501 shunting Brian    
Wilsonôs layout ñCompton    Fawcettò at a previous 
Open Day.  Photo: Keith Harcourt. 
 
 
 

Contact:  Emma Fletcher, 
Fletching Garden Trail Committee , 
Email:emfletcher09@gmail.com  
 
 


