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  Welcome to the December edition of the magazine.  We are entering a 
time of year that brings so much excitement but also so much busyness!  It 
probably wonôt surprise you that, even as a Vicar, there is a battle to find 
time to pause and find personal time to reflect on the meaning of       
Christmas.  There is a lot of time talking about Christmas (which I enjoy), 
but little time to stop and remember the story on a personal level. 

We live in a time where the shared narratives, or stories, about the world 
and human life, are very different to how they were 2-3 generations ago.  
They are also more numerous.  All of us hold to a particular story of the 

world.  The story that brings us a sense of place and framework for understanding and 
making decisions. 

How much do we value the Christmas story?  Christmas has become a wonderful moment 
to enjoy and celebrate good things.   How often do we actually pause and consider what 
the story means and brings to the world? 

After all, what is the story of Christmas really all about?    
It is the story of God coming to earth.  The baby we remember and sing about was not an 
ordinary baby, but God himself, God the Son, coming into his world as the baby Jesus.  
He came to bring peace, and he came to bring life.  Not just a warm feeling, but         
something concrete, something that truly makes a difference. 

We hold in tension the beauty of the world and human life, but also the brokenness of it.  
We recognise that something needs to be done, if the world is to be made well, as we    
believe it should be. 

At the birth of Jesus find a story that speaks into this tension, makes sense of it and      
offering us something. 

Born into humble circumstances, God identifies humanity as something that has value.  
God has not, does not, abandon or despise his creation, that in the beginning he declared 
ñgood.ò  By being born in humble circumstances, God identifies with every person, the 
rich, the poor, the average person.   

But the birth of Jesus and the words that surround him, show us that he came because 
things truly arenôt right. 

John the Baptist had the God-given task of preparing people for Jesusô arrival, and these 
words are spoken of him: 

ñAnd you, my child [John the Baptist], will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
    through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
79 to shine on those living in darkness 
    and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.ô 

Jesus came as the light by which we can find our way.  A way that brings forgiveness, a 
way that brings hope and a way that brings peace.  This has been true for so many.   
I would say with confidence that this story and the ongoing story of Jesusô life, is true.  
Not in a symbolic way, but something true in history.   A story that affirms our value as 
people God has made and provides hope in the brokenness.  A hope that is out of this 
world. 

Weôd love to see you at Christmas as we re-tell and reflect on the story of Christmas    

together.                                                                                                                 Revd.Ben 
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Groups at St.Bartsðall very welcome 
Toddler Praise   Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church  (term 
time only).   0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at 
our informal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys and hot  
refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge for the group, 
but  donations to running costs are welcome. No need to book, 
we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

This group is for Dads/Grandads and their  children/
grandchildren aged  0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots 
is an  opportunity spend time with your children, get 
to know other Dads and enjoy  unlimited coffee/tea 

and some breakfast.  We have snacks for the children and bacon/
sausage sandwiches for dads.   Dads and Tots runs from                   
9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.  See website for next 
www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com    

Flourish.    How do we live our best lives?  

If youôre in year 4 upwards you are welcome to join us at 
Flourish to find out more about the big story of the Bible and 
how it helps us know ourselves and God better. We play 
games, eat dinner and dive into Godôs amazing story every 

Wednesday from 5.30-6.30 at Maresfield church. 
Ask Claudia for more info at claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com   

    St.Barts Community Caf®.    Every Wednesday from 9amð12       
noon.     Come and join us for lively chatter, good company, regular 
talks/demonstrations, crafts and so much more and all enjoyed with 
coffee/tea, cake etc.    All free,  donations appreciated but not      
essential     

Connections.   Are you a local woman looking to make real 
friends? This warm and welcoming group offers relaxed events 
where local women can meet and get to know each other.  
The events often include a meal and a guest speaker, speaking on  
the theme of friendship and or faith. 

Contact Alison for more information:  alimcbrien@gmail.com 

  TLC Bereavement Group.   We get together on the first Friday of 
the month.  This is a joint venture between Maresfield and Nutley 
Churches and we are currently meeting at Nutley Church Hall      
between 2-3:30pm.    TLC is for anyone who has suffered loss.  We 
hope TLC will be a place of community and support for those who are    
suffering bereavement.        

   Contact Pam on:  pamroykathryn@aol.com 
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 Wealden District Council Report 
Draft Local Plan 
18 months after the consultation on the first draft of the Plan 
closed, we are  approaching the start of the second consultation. 
This will be about the parts that have had to be revised because of 
comments made in the first consultation or    because of the 
changes to governments requirements made last December.  The 
government has given us a higher housing target (1457 homes a 

year in place of 1200) and changed the way in which weôre allowed to deal with 
transport issues such as congestion. These changes do not of course produce any 
more land that can be built on sustainably; it does mean that sites previously       
rejected as unsuitable are having to be reassessed and that planning inspectors are 
more likely to reject traffic issues as a valid reason for refusal. 
The amount of work that has to be done to produce the Plan is enormous, which is a 
burden in terms of both time and cost but also means that when  everything has 
been done, we have to start worrying about whether any of the earliest work needs 
to be updated.  We could go round in a circle for ever, and there is an inevitable 
arbitrariness about when we stop and get on with consulting and trying to have the 
Plan approved. There must be a better way. 
Our intention is to present the revised Plan to the full Council for approval at the 
end of January and then (if itôs approved) to have a 6-week consultation shortly  
afterwards. 
Sport in Uckfield 
The Cabinet has approved funding for a new 3G football pitch at Victoria Pleasure 
Ground. We have committed up to Ã350,000, subject to planning  permission being 
obtained by the Town Council. This sum will  bring in about twice as much from 
the Football Foundation, so we think itôs a good deal. 
We are also asking full Council to approve up to Ã1.35 million for improvements at 

Uckfield Rugby Club. The works would include a much-improved clubhouse that 

would comply with the access requirements of the disability discrimination        

legislation and enable many more people to use the Clubôs facilities at the same 

time. It would allow seniors, juniors, women and touch and walking rugby players 

to have proper access, as well as enabling the playing of padel and stoolball and 

providing community uses. There would also be pitch improvements. The full 

Council will have made its decision by the time you read this. 

Crowborough Camp 

For full coverage of Wealden District Councilôs update on this subject, please see  

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?

utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_content=Cr

owboroughArmyCamp   or follow the link from the home page. 

 

Ian Tysh      Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_content=CrowboroughArmyCamp
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_content=CrowboroughArmyCamp
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/crowborough-armycamp/?utm_source=WDC&utm_medium=Page&utm_campaign=Crowborough&utm_content=CrowboroughArmyCamp
mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 
Finance 
The Parish Council is setting a budget for the next financial year (2026/27) and this 
expenditure becomes the basis of the Parish Precept part of your annual Council 
Tax Bill. The budget setting process commenced at the October meeting of the  
Finance and Administration Committee and will culminate in the Parish Council 
approving the Budget and Precept proposals at its meeting on December 16th. All 
Parish Council and Committee meetings are open to the public and start with an 
allocated time for members of the public to raise issues and ask questions. Please 
contact the Parish Clerk for an invitation.  
Wealden Local Plan 
We still await a revised draft Local Plan, but as the latest call for sites only closed 
on 31st October it is likely to be some months before a new draft Plan is available. 
Meanwhile the Planning Application refused by Wealden for the site allocated in 
the first draft Plan off Limestone Way, Maresfield, is under appeal. At the time of 
writing no application has yet been submitted for the land at Park Farm, west of the 
Maresfield Recreation Ground, to which was allocated 210 homes.  
Community Speedwatch 
We have a dedicated, but too small, team of volunteers who regularly carry out ve-
hicle speed monitoring at various locations in the Parish. You may have seen them 
in teams of two in their hi-vis yellow jackets which do act as a deterrent to speed-
ing motorists. 
Nevertheless, during the three months to 30th September our volunteers operated 30 
sessions and details of 482 offending vehicles were submitted to the authorities 
with information about the excessive speeds recorded. The Police send warning 
letters to the vehicle owners and should an owner receive three letters the Police 
will carry out further investigation. There were 50 offenders travelling at more than 
50% over the speed limit with the highest recorded speeds on 30mph roads being 
56mph on the A22 at Fords Green, 53mph on Straight Half Mile   in Maresfield and 
52mph on Crowborough Road, Nutley.        
More volunteers are urgently needed in our Parish so if you can spare two or three 
hours a month please contact the Parish Clerk. Full training is given and operators 
are equipped with body cameras, recording both sound and vision, and any abuse is 
reported to the Police. 
Vehicle Activated Speed Signs 
The Parish Council installed two new speed signs in the summer ï one on the 
B2026 near Fairwarp and one on the Crowborough Road in Nutley. Apart from 
displaying an oncoming vehicleôs speed these signs also accumulate speed data of 
all vehicles travelling in both directions past the signs. We will use this data to 
 support our road safety campaigning, particularly regarding speeding on the   
Crowborough Road. 
Interestingly more than 80% of the vehicles travelling on the Crowborough Road 
towards Nutley, facing the sign and therefore seeing their speed, were recorded at 
less than 30 mph (though the highest speed was 58mph). 

(Continued on page 16) 
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 

2025 
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(Continued from page 13) 

But only around 50% of drivers heading northeast towards Crowborough were 
within the 30mph speed limit with around 5% of drivers travelling at more than 
40mph and the highest speed recorded was 66mph. 
On the B2026 around 80% of drivers in both directions were within the 40mph 
speed limit with the fastest speed of a horrific 95mph being recorded twice.  
Other Matters in Brief 
Parklands Play Area ï New fencing has been erected, improving safety and        
ensuring this much-loved space remains secure and welcoming for all users. 
Maresfield Recreation Ground ï Significant preparatory work has been undertaken 
ahead of the installation of a new vehicle access track. This will make future access 
to our parking spaces easier and help keep Recreation Ground related vehicular 
traffic off of the privately owned Park Farm Lane. 
Grit Bins: The Parishôs grit bins are stocked and ready for use by residents to treat 
local roads and pavements when icy conditions occur. Please use grit sparingly and 
responsibly. 
Potholes and Road Issues: If you spot potholes, damaged signs, or other road-
related issues, please report them directly via Report a pothole | 
live.eastsussexhighways.com Timely reports from residents really do make a dif-
ference in ensuring repairs are prioritised. 
 
May I take this opportunity, on behalf of our Parish Councillors, our Clerk and her 
team, to wish all our Parishioners a Very Happy Christmas and a 
Peaceful and Safe New Year.  
To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media 
are invaluable resources. Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/          http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/     
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
And you can also follow us on Facebook.  
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

https://live.eastsussexhighways.com/report-problem/report-pothole/1
https://live.eastsussexhighways.com/report-problem/report-pothole/1
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
 
           


