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                           The Vicar Writes 

People just love stories; we all love stories in books, films and       
especially just hearing someone tell a story. We want to know what 
happens next. 

It was wonderful to see so many people come to our churches over 
Christmas. 

They came to sing the carols and hear the Nativity story, the story of 
the first Christmas when God gave the first ever Christmas present, 

his Son, Jesus.  

The first ever Christmas present given with great love to everyone who will receive 
it.  

Jesus was born in that stable for you and for me. But what happened next? 

Godôs wonderful story continues throughout the church year and the next instalment 
of the story is told in this current season of Epiphany. But just a minute! What is an 
epiphany I hear you ask? An epiphany ï a light bulb moment when something    
puzzling becomes clear or something is explained to us. For these next weeks in our 
church services, we will hear more instalments of Godôs great story; stories that  
explain who Jesus is and how he wants you and me to be part of his great story. For 
instance, we get to hear how the Magi found the baby Jesus and why they brought 
him those very strange gifts and so the big story continuesé.. 

Do you sometimes want to feel part of something bigger, to belong to something 
meaningful and good in this life? Have you ever looked at an amazing sunset, or 
watched a dramatic thunderstorm and wondered how the world came to be so    
wonderful? I know there is a lot in our world today that is not right, there is much 
brokenness and much suffering.  

Sadly, it seems mostly caused by people and the wrong choices they make.  
Science and technology try to explain and fix our problems but science and        
technology cannot explain love. Just how did love come in to this world?  
Well, ñmoney canôt buy you loveò. 

Love is something we all need and we all crave it. Love makes people do amazing 
things for others. Love helps all problems feel better. Unconditional love is what 
God offers everyone, you and me, no matter who we are or how we are, no matter 
what we have done in the past. Thatôs why he sent Jesus to be born in the that stable 
all those years ago. 

 I invite you to come along to church and join any Sunday, service, or join us for a 
cuppa and a chat at our Caf® or Pop-in. We hold other events too giving the chance 
for questions and discussion, see the Parish Magazine for details. Come and find out 
why we are in church worshipping the God of love and the difference we 
feel it makes to our lives.  

Perhaps you say ñBut I donôt believe in Godò ï well donôt worry because 
He believes in you, and he loves you very much. 

God bless you, Pauline. 



4 

 

 



5 

 

Local Government Update 
Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation. 
This may seem a very dry topic but it is of immediate relevance and 
it will affect us all in terms of the services we receive and the tax we 
pay. 

On December 16th 2024, the Government issued a White Paper on 
Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation. 

This set out the governmentôs determination to establish Regional Government 
across the country through elected Mayors. They have also decided to abolish 
District and Borough Councils. They will form what are called Unitary authorities 
providing the full range of services currently provided by County and District 
Councils. 

This is a White Paper which means it sets out Government intentions. It is not for 
consultation. Usually governments issue a Green Paper for consultation and then 
after knowing the consultation results, they issue  a White Paper. On this occasion 
they went straight to a White paper. 

They required an answer from County Councils by January 10th 2025. District and 
Borough Councils such as Wealden were not consulted. 

The basic requirement for a Unitary authority is a population of 0.5 million     
people. The base line for a Mayoral authority is 1.5 million. East Sussex has just 
over 0.5 million and the whole of Sussex has about 1.7 million people so they fit 
well into the government model. 

We can either join in the first wave or wait for the second wave. The advantages 
of the first wave are that locally we have a chance to shape some of the details 
and we are eligible for funding from the government. The disadvantage of the 
first wave is that the government are likely to delay the 2025 County Council 
elections. 

On January 9th,the County Council had  a full debate on all these issues and the 
Cabinet, the decision making body, decided to apply for  East Sussex to be      
included in the first wave. West Sussex and Brighton and Hove also agreed to 
this. 

We now await the Ministerial decision. 

Speed Management. 
County officers have reviewed speed limits on all A&B roads in the county and 
suggested 16 places where new speed restrictions will be put in place. 

Theres include- 
¶ Speed limit reduction to 50 on the A272 from Buxted to Hadlow Down 
¶ Speed limit reduction to 50 at Horney Common to south of Old Forge 

Lane.  
¶ Modest signage and other changes on the A275 at Danehill. 

Not as much as I would have liked but better than nothing. 
 
cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk      01825 713018      07960 607672 
 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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District Council Report 
(Next Community Forum    in Maresfield Village Hall at 7pm on 4th February) 

Our new government is certainly in a hurry, but where it wants to go and whether itôs 
going to get there are less certain. The run-up to Xmas saw the publication of the new 
National Planning Policy Framework (which I will go into next month), closely        
followed by a White Paper misleadingly entitled ñEnglish Devolutionò. This proposes 
the abolition of Wealden and every other district council, and in the longer run all the 
county councils. They will be replaced (unless there are special  circumstances) by  
authorities run by mayors with at least 1 İ million inhabitants or, if that isnôt          
practicable, by new unitary authorities with a population of at least İ million. The  
government is setting up a priority programme for these new authorities and hopes to 
have the first of them elected in May 2026. This would   result in postponement of the 
county council elections due in May this year until then or even until 2027 if more time 
is needed (which is highly likely).  
The White Paper only offers devolution of powers and money to the existing and    
future  authorities that align with its proposals.  In other words, the devolution on offer 
is dependent on significant centralisation taking place first. Thatôs why the White    
Paperôs title is misleading. 
By the time you read this, the current leaderships of East & West Sussex County    
Councils and of Brighton & Hove City Council will have decided if they want to put 
their combined areas forward to join the priority programme.  At the moment all the 
signs are that they do want to do this. That will almost certainly result in the              
cancellation of the county council election that is supposed to take place on May 1st 
and in the current administration remaining in power for as long as the process takes. I 
think this is profoundly undemocratic. Such important decisions should be taken by a 
newly elected council that reflects your view of these proposals, not by a council at the 
end of its life. 
The new authorities will combine all the current functions of county and district      
councils, so everything from social services, social care, education and road          
maintenance to planning, housing, and waste collection and disposal, will be dealt with 
by the same body. The District Councilsô Network (which is a cross-party grouping of 
all our district councils) has pointed out that the new authorities that arenôt based on 
major cities will be geographically vast and both physically and psychologically      
remote from local communities. It goes on to say that rural communities may well lose 
access to place-based services if delivery is centralised in the way the government has   
proposed. A union of rural Sussex with Brighton & Hove within the proposed      
framework is likely to benefit the city at the expense of the countryside. Local         
democracy and your engagement with it will also be threatened, and disenchantment 
with our current electoral system increased, if local electoral connections are abolished 
as part of the new framework. 
The current division of responsibilities between county and district seems to me to owe 
much more to history and political convenience than to careful thought 
about how services can best be delivered. I would welcome a proper 
national  conversation about how to establish the best methods of    
delivery and the administrative and political framework that those  
methods would need in order to succeed. These top-down proposals 
are sadly a long way from whatôs needed. Furthermore, important   
aspects, including the abolition of district councils, were not           
mentioned in Labourôs general election  manifesto. 

Ian Tysh     Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 
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            Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 
Planning - New Homes for Maresfield Village 
In Wealden District Councilôs draft Local Plan published last spring 
25 new homes were allocated to a site bordering the Indoor Bowls 
Club, the A22 and Limestone Way (Wellington Gate) subject to a 
suitable access being available. In May an Outline Planning         
Application for 41 homes, later reduced to 37, was submitted with 
access down Limestone Way for both construction traffic and       

residents traffic. The Application has been objected to by many local people as well 
as the Parish Council and our District Councillor primarily because the access      
proposals are totally unacceptable. East Sussex CC Highways, who are consultees 
on highway and road safety matters, also objected to the Application in July but in 
December recommended approval subject to various conditions. Limestone Way is a 
quiet residential cul de sac not designed nor constructed to be an access route. It 
does not even meet the standard or dimensions required by ESCC Highways for the 
roads on the proposed development, the proposed restrictions on parking for a period 
which could extend to two years are unacceptable and there are real physical       
constraints which would hamper construction traffic. Alternative accesses either off 
the A22 or through the Bowling Club car park do not appear to have been            
considered. We trust that Wealdenôs Planning Committee North rejects the          
Application.   
Hedge cutting 
Where you have hedges bordering on footpaths or the highway it is your (the      
property ownerôs) responsibility to ensure that they do not encroach. Please inspect 
your hedges etc. and cut them back now, well before the nesting season when such 
action is not allowed. 
Local Government Devolution 
The Government has published a White Paper on English Local Government       
Devolution envisaging much larger strategic or regional authorities. These plans for 
a significant redesign of local government could see the abolition of district councils 
and the introduction of more elected mayors across England. This move aims to 
streamline services and enhance local governance. Locally the cabinets of East    
Sussex CC, West Sussex CC and Brighton and Hove City Council are going to apply 
to the Government to scrap county council elections due to take place this May, 
which will put them on a fast track to preparing to elect members of a new 
(combined) strategic authority ï and a mayor of Sussex. In order that local people do 
not feel disenfranchised it seems to me that Town and Parish Councils will have to 
have a greater part to play in Local Government but this is not seem to be covered in 
the White Paper. 

Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/    

http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
 
And you can also follow the Parish Council on X (Twitter) and Facebook. 
                 Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

(Meeting dates on page 8) 
 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Hello and welcome to February! Hereôs whatôs coming up in 2025: 
 
Fundraising Quiz Night: Get ready to put your knowledge to the test! Join us on 
8 March in Maresfield Village Hall for a fun-filled evening to raise vital funds for 
our nominated charity for 2025, East Sussex Young Carers. Please come along 
from 1830 for a 1900 start, and bring your own drinks and nibbles as always. 
Tickets are priced at Ã8/ticket; tables of up to eight participants; available from 
Ian Shaw (tel: 07956 564795 or email: ian@andrewmilton.co.uk) 
 
New Facebook Page: Weôre thrilled to announce our new Facebook page, where 
you can stay updated, share your thoughts, and connect with fellow                  
conservationists. Be sure to like and follow us for the latest news!           
Maresfield Conservation Group | Facebook 
 
Leadership Opportunity: I will be stepping back from the role as Chair of the 
MCG in June. Weôre on the lookout for a passionate and committed individual to 
take up this rewarding role. Could it be you? Please do contact me if you would 
like to know more details. 
 
Maresfield Historical Society: We are very pleased to be supporting the 
Maresfield Historical Society for the next few months, whilst we work together to 
look at opportunities for a potential merger in the future. As you may know, the 
MHS is at risk of closure and the MCG is keen to ensure that every option is   
explored to prevent that from happening. 
 
Our Footpaths Group is emerging from its winter   
hibernation and I hope to give you an update on its 
planned activities next month. Until then, thanks as ever 
for continuing to support the conservation and           
protection of our community. 2025 is going to be      
another busy year! 

mailto:ian@andrewmilton.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1693859311183822
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JOE COWEN 

 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, 

gutters, taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all your 

carpentry, painting, plastering, til-
ing 

 and general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 768420 
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Maresfield Historical Society 
Talks in the coming months which will all be held in the Maresfield Village Hall 
at 7.30pm are:   
 

25th February 
An update on the archaeological dig of the Roman town at Barcome Mill near Lewes. 

By David Millum 
 

25th March 
Sussex Ruins, Relics and Remains by By Chris Horlock 

 
22nd April 

Elizabethan Sussex  by By Helen Poole 
 

Maresfield - Not Just A Rural Backwater!  

"The boat dug out from a log found on the Underhill stream and now preserved by 
the Sussex Archaeological Society in Lewes is evidence of Stone Age man in these 
parts. 

That the Romans were here is evidenced by the iron-smelting bloomeries in the   
Parish, which are early indications of an industry which reached its peak in Tudor 
times. Ralph Hogge, though he retired to Buxted, spent his working life in 
Maresfield, casting the iron cannon which put England at the heart of the             
international arms trade. Maresfield was then a dirty, noisy place, with furnaces  
operating 24 hour shifts and the drop-hammers out-singing the Nightingales In the  
local woods. By contemporary standards, it was a large village, with a curate      
helping the rector, a doctor in residence, a tannery, a fulling mill for the local cloth 
industry, a grain mill, shoemaker, butcher and a blacksmith, an inn and shops and a 
population approaching one thousand, including Frenchmen and Germans working 
in iron ï this at a time when Canterburyôs population was about 9000. 

Maresfield furnace smelted silver for James I, but that was not the only royal       
connection. Maresfield had a royal palace as early as 1325, while John of Gaunt had 
his hunting lodge here, for he owned Ashdown Forest. 

In more recent times, with Lady Shelley hosting the Duke of Wellington and Queen 
Victoria at Maresfield Park, the Empress of Germany opening the recreation ground 
and Prince Munster having tea with the Kaiserôs family a week before the start of 
the First World War, Maresfieldôs royal connections continued until King George 
VIôs inspection of troops on the eve of D-Day. The army took over Prince Munsterôs 
property in 1914; the Royal Corps of Signals was formed here in 1921; the camp 
built on Batts Bridge Road housed the Canadian    
Army and after the war, an Infantry O.C.T.U, the  
Intelligence Corps and a cavalry regiment, before  
being used to house Asian refugees from Idi Aminôs 
Uganda. 

Nobody can accuse Maresfield of being a rural    
backwater all its life!" 

Written by John Wrake 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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Sussex Wildlife Trust 

 
The Little King 

By Kerry Williams: Communications Officer - Conservation 

In this, our littlest month, Iôd like to celebrate our littlest bird, the Goldcrest. 
Crowned with a yellow tuft, this aptly named species has an equally grand and, if 
you ask me, quite adorable, Latin name: Regulus regulus, or ólittle kingô. 

At a mere 9cm in length, the Goldcrest weighs a featherlight 5-6 grams; the same as 
a 20 pence piece. Despite their size, Goldcrests are a surprisingly easy spot. A fan of 
coniferous and mixed woodland, these birds can often be seen zipping about in pairs 
in your local gardens, parks and nature reserves, picking morsels like spiders and 
moth eggs from tree needles with tiny expert beaks. Their characteristic squeaking 
refrain, a ófiddle-di-di' on loop, is so high pitched that not everyone can hear it. If 
you think you hear one, stop, wait, and listen, as you will most likely hear it again. 

The only real confusion species is the similarly diminutive Firecrest, Regulus igni-
capilla (meaning ófire-cappedô). This rarer species, whilst sharing in the Goldcrestôs 
olive-green plumage, has notable black lines around the head and eye. Think of the 
Goldcrest as having not yet applied its eyeliner. Following the on-point naming con-
vention, the Firecrest has an orange crest. This creates an additional challenge for 
identification, as the male Goldcrest does have a line of orange feathers hidden 
within their crest, which they show during territorial displays. 

Goldcrests breed around April time, creating intricately curated nests of moss, li-
chen and spider webs high in the treetops. Overall, Goldcrest numbers are stable, 
with a 600,000 strong breeding population throughout the UK. These are joined by a 
Scandinavian migratory population for the winter, boosting your chances of seeing 
one during the colder months. 

Despite their success, Goldcrests are at risk from several threats. Their size means 
they are vulnerable in the cold weather, so the more erratic weather patterns we ex-
perience due to climate change, including unexpected cold snaps and storms, are a 
danger to these birds. As with all UK species, habitat loss is a problem, and in the 
Goldcrestôs case this includes deforestation. 

If you are walking in woodland and catch a glance of a little ball of energy in the 
treetops, try to spot them with binoculars to be rewarded with a millisecondôs glance 
of their worried-looking little face, before theyôre off again, much to do. Heavy is 
the head that wears the crown. 
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     Dads & Tots at Maresfield Church 
 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning for Dads and 
Tots in Maresfield Church.  This group is for Dads/
Grandads and their children/grandchildren aged  0-4 years 
of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity spend time with 

your children, get to know other Dads and enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some 
breakfast.  There will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sandwiches 
for dads. 
 
Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.   The 
next two meetings are on:  22nd February 

 
 
 
                                 Toddler Praise 
 
       Tuesdays  9-10.15am Maresfield Church (term time) 
 
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our    
informal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys 
and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge for the 
group, but donations to running costs are welcome. No need to book, 
we  look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

 
 
Bonners Church of England Primary School 
 
Our ethos at Bonners is 'To be the best we can be', whilst     
developing a love of learning in our children, which we hope 
will last throughout their lives. 
 

                 Inspire & Aspire 
 
Inspired by God, we aspire to be the best we can be, so that we can live life to the 
full. 
 
              " I have come that they may have life to the full." ( John 10:10) 
 
    Contact:  office@bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk  or  call:  01825 762381  
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
(Interdenominational) 

ST. BARTHOLOMEWôS CHURCH, MARESFIELD 

On Friday 7th  March 2025 at 2.00 p.m. 
 

The Theme is Written by the Christian Women 
                          of The Cook Islands 

                       óI MADE YOU WONDERFULô 
 

The Cook Islanders have celebrated 200 years of Christianity in the group of 
15 islands, spread over 800,000 sq miles in the Pacific Ocean. 

This year they share their stories of struggle during Covid-19, of their  culture 
being devalued and of the improvements in obstetric health care.  We give 
thanks for their honesty and their witness to Godôs strength in their lives.   

Based on the words of Psalm 139, and woven within the stories of three       
women, this service invites us to recognize that God created each of us with 
great attention and loving care.  God created us.  God knows us.  God is with 
us.  What a wonderful message to share. 

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED IN THE CHURCH FOLLOWING 

THE SERVICE 


