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Message from the Vicar 

Happy New Year to you all, and I hope this edition of the magazine 
finds you well. 

The New Year often brings optimism and a chance to reprioritise how 
we spend our time. What are your plans for 2025? 

Yet, if youôre like me, the year rarely pans out as planned.               
Expectations are high, time flies, and circumstances often get in the 
way. 

Iôm all for this optimism, by the way!  I love the start of the New Year and it is a   
reflection of our humanity that we want to build on things, develop things, achieve 
things and more.   

This is a reflection of the way we are made.  Some think the Bible opposes rationality 
and investigation. but this is untrue.  Its story reveals that we are made in the image of 
God in a world that is bestowed with order and wisdom and beauty.  A world in 
which we are tasked to cultivate, learn and develop.  It explains that human desire to 
progress and ñdoò.  But it also explains why we experience such brokenness and  
frustration. 

At the Bibleôs beginning, Adam and Eve turn from God. Persuaded that God was 
holding them back, they accept the serpentôs offer to ñknowòðor ñchooseòðwhat is 
good and evil for themselves, rejecting Godôs truth for their own.  It was the          
acceptance of the offer of autonomy, to go it alone, and humanity has been living out 
this choice ever since. 

Our culture prizes autonomy, seeing it as something sacred, something good.       
Christianity certainly teaches the equal value of every person, made in Godôs image, 
regardless of age, background, or ability. But the Bible also reveals what happens 
when autonomy runs wild and away from God. Without a reference point outside of 
ourselves, our attempts to choose are often misguided.  Often we find our choices, our 
ideas about what is right or wrong, collide with the choices of others.  We live in a 
world where human choices can bring so much trouble.  We find ourselves in a     
broken world where we long for x but end up with y, much like our New Yearôs     
resolutions. 

Yet God has not left us to wander blindly in the dark. He revealed himself throughout 
history and sent his Son, Jesus, into the world. The Bible calls Jesus the ñpower of 
God and the wisdom of Godò (1 Corinthians 1:24). He came to bring us back to 
where weôre meant to be.  Jesus has the power to save, forgive, and transform.   He 
shows us how to live and relate to God. He is wisdom. 

For 2,000 years, Jesus has transformed individual lives, and his teaching has shaped 
the world. Values like equality, compassion, and progress stem from his teachings. 
Things we take for granted today, things we are in danger of losing today, 
as they drift from their foundations. 

Jesus calls us to look to him afresh.  To look to his life-giving power and 
learn to  follow his life-giving wisdom. His shoulders are broad enough to 
carry our  experiences and needs, our desires and frustrations, our beauty 
and our brokenness and lead us on the path to life. 

Do you know him? Perhaps make 2025 a year to find out more about Jesus 
as the power and wisdom of God. 
Revd Ben Sear   (Vicar of Maresfield & Nutley Churches) 
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Local Government Update 
Our Local Future 
Predicting future trends is always a hazardous business but some    
aspects of the near future are becoming clearer. 

Our communities and landscape. 
The Government have strongly indicated their intention to force local 
authorities to build more houses and if they donôt meet the targets 
they will be ratchetted up. Angela Rayner said last week ñ We will 

overhaul the planning system allowing Planning officers to make more decisions to 
speed up the approvals processò The role of local councillors will be diminished and 
views of residents  largely disregarded.  

We do need to build more homes but the national emphasis seems to be on the     
countryside rather than in the towns and cities where surely most building will be 
needed. 

There is an obvious need for more affordable homes but usually these are provided by 
Registered Social Landlords ( RSLs),often Housing Associations. However, RSLs are 
short of money because of the necessary requirement to improve building safety post 
Grenfell and few operate in our area. 

The ruling Group on Wealden Council would like to build more council housing and 
more high density developments. Would this fit with the character of the Wealden 
landscape?. 

Local Government and Devolution. 
There are advanced plans to change the way we are governed. More details are due 
soon so may be available before you read this. We are in a fast evolving situation. 

The government want to create larger local authorities probably led by an elected 
Mayor.One likely option would be to put East Sussex, West Sussex and Brighton into 
one authority. County Councils would be abolished and the future of District Councils 
is unclear. 

This arrangement could be more efficient and the bigger authorities could be given 
more powers which would have some advantages . One worry is that this may lead to 
Councils and councillors being more remote from residents. Will this matter?. I 
would be very interested in your views. 

Social Care. 
Care homes and hospices are likely to be subject to the increases in National          
Insurance contributions. They may also be impacted by the rising Minimum or Living 
Wage. The County Council has joined the campaign to persuade the government to 
exempt care firms and charities from the NI increase. 

Roads 
An additional Ã4m has been put into the road budget and tendering for next yearôs 
schemes is being brought forward. This money may not mean a lot to many people 
but Iôm campaigning to include the A 275 in Danehill to be included in this           
programme. 

cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk           01825 713018            07960 607672 

 
 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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District Councillorôs Report November and December 2024 
 
Wealdenôs 2 Labour Party councillors have joined the Alliance 
for Wealden, so the Allianceôs 24-21 majority on the Council has 
been restored. The Alliance now consists of 11 Green           
councillors, 11 Liberal Democrats and the 2 Labour members. 
 

An important part of the Allianceôs Council Strategy is the drawing up of a new 
plan for limiting, and coping better with the effects of, climate change.  This is 
plainly something that affects and involves everyone in Wealden, so              
engagement with our communities is an important part of the process. As part of 
this engagement, getting on for 100 representatives of local organisations, town 
and parish councils converged on Uckfield on 3rd December for a conversation 
about what needs to be done. You can read the draft strategy and comment on it 
here -    https://letstalk.wealden.gov.uk/wealden-climate-green-paper . Please 
get involved.  We hope to publish the draft plan next spring. 
 
Last monthôs meeting of the whole council passed (almost unanimously) a    
motion instructing the Leader of the Council to write to the Government urging 
it to reconsider the decision as it applies to those people who cannot afford to 
heat their homes properly despite being deemed to be too well off to continue to  
receive the payment and consider restoring the payment to those who pay no 
income tax or pay only the lowest rate (20%).  The motion also points out that 
the payment should be a short-term measure pending the vital work of           
insulating peopleôs homes properly being carried out, with the necessary       
financial support from the government.  The letter will be sent soon and will be 
available on the Councilôs website. 
 
Roy Galleyôs report last month mentioned that itôs Green Party policy to      
withdraw charitable status from private schools. There are 2 main reasons for 
wanting to do that. First, private schools are a business, not a charity. Secondly, 
charitable status brings with it an 80% reduction in business rates, which means 
that you and I are subsidising waste collection from those schools and the cost 
of other council services from which they benefit. State schools have to pay the 
full amount of business rate, and this difference based on type of school makes 
no sense. The Government has adopted a halfway house position ï it is going to 
remove the business rate reduction from private schools but allow them to    
remain charities. 
 
Last, but by no means least, I would like to wish all of you a healthy and happy 
new year. 
 
Ian Tysh 
cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk   01825 714639                             8/12/24  

https://letstalk.wealden.gov.uk/wealden-climate-green-paper
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Newsletter from Maresfield Parish Council - January 2025  
 
A Very Happy, Peaceful and Safe New Year to everyone in the 

Parish !  
 
Finance and the Parish Precept  
In Decemberôs newsletter I wrote about the Parish Precept setting 
process. (The Parish Precept is a constituent part of your annual 
Council Tax.) At the December meeting the Parish Council was 

expected to approve its Budget and Precept level for 2025/26. The                    
recommendation at the Finance and Administration Committee meeting on 10th 
December was for a modest increase of 3.7% (Band D equivalent), whilst       
maintaining a satisfactory level of reserves.  
 
Urgent need for new Parish Councillors 
 
Maresfield Parish includes the villages of Fairwarp, Maresfield and Nutley and 
surrounding countryside. Maresfield Parish Council has a quota of fourteen  
Councillors; currently we have four vacancies which we can fill by co-option. It is 
a worthwhile and satisfying role so if you are interested in becoming a Parish 
Councillor please contact our Clerk, Nancy OôHanlon, on 714555 for more      
information.  
 
The Parish Council Website 
There is a mine of information available to you on our website about the Parish 
Council, its various policies, agendas and minutes of meetings and who the parish 
councillors are. Please do take a few minutes to browse.  
www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/    I can also recommend that you subscribe to the 
personalised Wealden District Council web pages at  https://my.wealden.gov.uk/ 
and Wealden will send you a weekly email not only reminding you of your bin 
collection day but also advising you of any planning applications lodged close to 
your property of which you may like to be aware. 
 
The Parish Office 
Our Parish Office is situated behind the Memorial Hall and adjacent to the Social 
Club in Churchfields, Nutley. Parish Office visiting hours are 10.30 to 12.30   
Monday to Friday by prior appointment, please. (E-mail 
clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or phone 714555). 
 

Other useful links are:   www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk    www.ashdownforest.org/  

And you can also follow the Parish Council on X (Twitter) and Facebook.  
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

(Meeting dates on page 10) 

http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk
http://www.ashdownforest.org/


8 

 

 



9 

 

 



10 

 

  

Maresfield Parish Council Meetings ï January 2025 

N.B. Please note that meeting dates and times are subject to change so please 
check on the Parish website or call the office beforehand if you are interested in 
attending. 

 

Maresfield Historical Society 

The purpose of the Maresfield Historical      
Society is to promote and explore the heritage 
of the village and surrounding area with regular 
talks, displays, guided walks, research projects, 
liaison with the local school and maintenance of 
an    archive of local material. 

We meet about nine times a year, usually on a Tuesday in Maresfield Village 
Hall, and our events are open to both members and non-members of the Society. 
We are a small and enthusiastic group and have enjoyed talks on a range of     
topics. Our current programme for 2023/24 is as follows: 

All talks start at 8 pm in Maresfield Village Hall and last approximately 1 hour, 
followed by tea and biscuits. 

 

Annual membership of the Society costs Ã15 per family and Ã10 per individual. 

Non-members, who are always very welcome, pay Ã3 per visit. 

Contacts:  
Chairman, Ceri Jenkins - bobandceri@gmail.com 
Secretary, Carol Jeffree - caroljeffree@yahoo.co.uk 
Treasurer, Jenny Eadon - jenny@alsdon.force9.co.uk 

Monday 
6
th
 January 

Planning Com-
mittee 

Fairwarp Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 

Tuesday 
21
st
 January 

Full Council 
Nutley War 
Memorial Hall 

7:30pm 

Monday 
27
th
 January 

Planning Com-
mittee 

Fairwarp Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 

mailto:bobandceri@gmail.com
mailto:caroljeffree@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jenny@alsdon.force9.co.uk
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A very óHappy New Yearô to everyone!  
  
As we welcome the new year in, weôd like to thank all of you for your incredible 
support over the past year and, in particular, to everyone involved in putting up 
our spectacular Christmas Tree standing at the heart of the village throughout the 
festive season. We were very disappointed when Storm Darragh disrupted our 
lighting up schedule but we quickly opted for óPlan Bô and enjoyed the          
festivities instead from the comfort of the warm church! 
  
Looking ahead, our annual fundraising quiz is taking place on Saturday 8 March, 
in the village hall, and starts at 7pm. Tickets are priced at Ã8 each with tables of 
up to eight permitted. This year, we are raising money for East Sussex Young 
Carers, a charity that supports over 1100 children aged 5-18 who provide     
unpaid care for a family member or friend with an illness, disability, mental 
health issue or addiction. More information is available at: 
www.imago.cummunity 
  
The funds we raise will go towards offering young carers a break from their car-
ing role, enabling them to meet other young carers and to have the chance to 
have some fun. Please come and support us. For tickets, please contact Ian Shaw 
on ian@andrewmilton.co.uk or telephone: 07956 564795. 
  
A save the date for you - our AGM will take place on 24 June in the village hall 
starting at 7.30pm. Iôd love to hear from anyone who might be interested in  
joining the committee or to volunteer with us on our events or our footpaths 
work. Volunteering has lots of benefits: not only is it good for the community, 
but it can also improve your physical and mental health and wellbeing.  
  
Our Footpaths Group will continue their programme of work during 2025, once 
the worst of the winter weather is behind us. If you are interested in volunteering 
with the group, please do let us know.  
  

http://www.imago.cummunity
mailto:ian@andrewmilton.co.uk
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Planned obsolescenceð(RL Computer Solutions) 
Many devices today, from laptops to smartphones, are designed with limited 
lifespans, which pushes consumers to replace them frequently. This is part of the 
broader issue of planned obsolescence, where manufacturers intentionally design 
products with a short life cycle. However, with growing awareness of repairability 
and sustainability, consumers are discovering ways to make more informed and      
eco-friendly choices. 

Discovering whether a device is designed for easy repair can be quite a challenge.  
However, in 2021 France implemented a repairability score law, requiring             
manufacturers to display how easily a product can be repaired based on factors like 
part availability, ease of disassembly, and access to manuals. This legislation enables 
consumers to choose devices that will last longer, benefiting both their wallets and the 
environment. The UKôs Right to Repair movement is inspired by such laws and is 
working toward similar standards in this country, with some progress already made in 
the appliance sector. 

Beyond choosing repairable devices, there are several practical steps you can take to 
extend the life of your electronics. Keeping devices cool is one key factor.           
Overheating is one of the leading causes of hardware failure. You can help ensure that 
your laptop has proper airflow by keeping vents clear and using cooling pads if      
necessary. Avoid using your device on soft surfaces like beds or sofas, where air    
circulation is limited. 

Another important tip is to reduce the operational burden on your device. Running too 
many programs simultaneously can overwork your processor, leading to slower      
performance and increased heat generation. Close unnecessary applications, limit  
background processes, and manage your startup programs to keep your device        
running smoothly. Simple actions like this reduce wear and tear on internal           
components, helping them to last longer. 

Itôs also important to be mindful of battery health. For laptops and smartphones, avoid 
letting the battery drop to 0% or charging it fully to 100% all the time, as these      
extremes can shorten battery life over time. Keeping your device between 20-80% 
charge can significantly extend the lifespan of the battery. 

In addition to better maintenance practices, modular devices designed for easy repairs 
are becoming increasingly available. Laptops like the Framework Laptop, which is 
built with replaceable parts, show that itôs possible to combine cutting-edge           
technology with long-term repairability. Similarly, companies like Dell and HP are 
releasing models with user-replaceable batteries and upgradable components,        
ensuring their products can be kept in service longer.  Repairable mobile phones    
include the Fairphone, Shiftphone, Teracube, and even Nokia G22 and Google Pixel 
6a. 

Planned obsolescence has been around since Americaôs Great Depression, but the 
growing demand for repairable, long-lasting products is beginning to change todayôs 
market. Tools such as iFixitôs Repairability Scores support better purchasing          
decisions ï just look up your product to discover its vices.  The next step must be to 
make this information easily available ï as the French already have done - to help 
moderate the effects of planned obsolescence. Letôs embrace that future where repair 
is a right that makes us feel warmly virtuous all over. 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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Maresfield Village Christmas Tree Lighting Event 
 
Storm Darragh did itôs best to ruin the Maresfield village tree lighting and        
nativity event on the 7th Decemberééééé BUT the St.Barts and MCG teams  
acted quickly to move to Plan B and bring the event into the church ééé.. we 
all worked together to get the message out to villagers and it worked. 

 

Bruce and his team  made the very wise decision to put the 
village tree up on Friday before the storm and what a   
beautiful tree it is.  Thank you to all who braved ladders 
and the cold to bring Christmas to Maresfield.    Richard x 
3,    Terrence, Jeff,  Ian and Roland.    Thank you also to 
The Lodge for hosting the tree once again.  (sadly my  
photo does not do the tree       
justice). 
 

The village looked beautiful despite storm Darragh and 
St.Barts welcomed approximately 200 people into the church for mulled wine, hot 
chocolate, mince pies etc.    Once comfortably seated (the church resources  
stretched to the limit with so many people) Revd.Ben told the Christmas story 
interspersed with carols and so much good cheer.  We  ended the evening with 
popular festive songs and karaoke if you were so inclined.     
 

The choir was led by David Bailey 
and David Guckenheim and was the 
largest singing group we have seen at 
this event, supported by lots of     
children ï thank you to all who read 
David Bôs appeal for singers, in the 
November magazine,   please come 
back again next year.     Thank you. 
 

All in all a lovely festive evening     
enjoyed by all. 
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                        Dads & Tots at Maresfield Church 
 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning for Dads and Tots in Maresfield 
Church.  This group is for Dads/Grandads and their children/grandchildren aged  
0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity spend time with your children, 
get to know other Dads and enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some breakfast.  There 
will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sandwiches for dads. 
 
Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.   The 
next two meetings will be on the 18th January and 22nd February. 

 
 
 
 

  Toddler Praise 
                        Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church (term time) 

 
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our    
informal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys 
and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge 
for the group, but donations to running costs are welcome. 
No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

 
 

Little Deers Playgroup 
 

The playgroup meets in Maresfield Village Hall from 9.15ð11am on Thursday 
mornings (except the first Thursday in the month).    We have places for pre 
school children. 
 
Just turn up and enjoy meeting other parents while 
your children make new friends and enjoy playtime 
together, in a safe environment with lots of lovely 
toys. 
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Bonners School & Nursery- December 2024 
As we zoomed  through last term, the festive spirit was truly in 
the air, and our school looked a lot like  Christmas! 

Last term, we were learning about Advent and its significance 
to Christians. Advent marks the four Sundays and weeks     
leading up to Christmas (or sometimes from December 1st until 
Christmas Day). It is a time for preparation and reflection,    
reminding us that Christmas celebrates the birth of Godôs Son, 

Jesus, who brought love, hope, and joy into the world. In a time when there is so 
much hardship and uncertainty around us, this message is a source of comfort and    
celebration. 

Our assemblies focused on Advent and the preparations we make during this  
special season. Alongside these reflections, the children were hard at work      
rehearsing for their nativity performances. We were excited to welcome families 
to these performances at the end of term and to share in the joy and spirit of 
Christmas together.  

We were thrilled to enjoy a fabulous whole school pantomime performance, 
made possible through the generous support of our óFriends of Bonners teamô.  
The children were captivated by the magical retelling of Dick Whittington, 
brought to life as a vibrant musical pantomime. The professional actors delivered 
a truly enchanting show, inspiring our pupils with their outstanding stage        
presence and performance skills. The experience not only entertained but also 
provided our budding performers with valuable top tips for captivating an         
audienceðperfect timing as they prepare for their own nativity performances! 

Our Year 5 & 6 pupils visited Maresfield Lunch Club to sing to our community. 
Foxes class sang a collection of Christmas songs, which were really well received 
by the Lunch Club members.   Mrs Beegan commented on how fantastic the   
pupils were at being ambassadors for Bonners school and she was so very proud 
of them.  Thank you to Pat at the Lunch Club for inviting Bonners School to   
perform, we were honoured to be asked. 

In the latest session of the Table Talk programme, designed to promote essential 
cooking skills and encourage a healthier, more positive relationship with food, 
Chef John introduced the pupils to cutting techniques, including the bridge and 
claw methods.  Under Chef John's guidance, the pupils used their newly learned 
techniques to prepare a delicious and nutritious salad. The session was a fantastic 
mix of learning and fun, with the children taking pride in their culinary creations. 
They thoroughly enjoyed the experience of preparing their own meal and, of 
course, tasting the results! Weôre thrilled to see the enthusiasm and engagement 
from the pupils and look forward to more exciting sessions to come next term! 

If you would like anymore information regarding our school please call 01825 
762381 or visit https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/.  

ñBe the best you can be, so that you can live life to the full.ò  

https://www.bonners.e-sussex.sch.uk/


22 

 

 



23 

 

 

 



24 

 

    

Maresfield Lunch Club  
The next  

Village Lunch  
will be on  

2nd January at 12.30pm 
in the Village Hall 

It would be very helpful if anyone Interested in joining us would let us know 
in advance, to give us an idea of how many to cater for. 

Please note: Due to increased overheads, we now have to charge Ã8  
for the meal (this includes Raffle tickets!) 

Please ring Pat on 01825 769644 / 07788994266 or  
email plangridge69@gmail.com to book your place.  

We will naturally keep a register of everyone, and of course, anyone developing Covid 
symptoms shortly beforehand, should not attend. 

 

 

 

St.Barts Community Caf® 

 

Open every Wednesday in Maresfield Church 9amð12 Noon 

We have a well stocked kitchen for children and adults with fruit, cakes, biscuits, 
savouries etc.     We have a very friendly team of volunteers who help each week 
and a carpeted kidsô zone with plenty of toys for the  children to play safely. 

St.Bartholomewôs church is an agency for Uckfield Foodbank and we can issue 
vouchers during caf® hours.   Please ask Angie if you need a voucher. 

We always welcome new ideas for special sessions, i.e., Bitesize computer/phone 
sessions, painting, crafts, puzzles etc.     

 

St.Barts Community Caf® will re open on Wednesday, 8th January            
after the Christmas break. 

 
Come and join usðeveryone very welcome 

 

mailto:plangridge69@gmail.com
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Church contacts 
Rector  Ben Sear  01825 508352 
      Vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com 

Associate Vicar Pauline Ingram 07751 729049 
      revpingram@gmail.com  

Churchwardens Simon Ashdown 07580 238365 
      Ashdown_simon@sky.com 

   Simon Aldis  01825 732993 
      aldischaos@talk21.com 

Safeguarding Natalie Ashdown 07580584663 

      safeguarding.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com 

Family Worker Claudia Sear  claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com 

Administrator Angie Welton 07745479407 
      admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com 

Treasurer  Simon Ashdown     (see details above)     
Mag Editor  Angie Welton (see details above) 

Mag Delivery Jessica Stopp 07805 978618 
      jsstopp@yahoo.com 

Articles should be sent to me by 10th January for the February magazine 
 

 

Articles and adverts are accepted at the discretion of the PCC and may be edited. Views expressed 
are not necessarily those of Maresfield PCC. 

The PCC cannot be held responsible for any defect in products or services offered by advertisers;  
we advise taking reasonable precautions before entering into any contract. 

 
 

Church services and regular events  
 

  3rd January 2pm TLC Bereavement group in Nutley Church Hall 

 5th January 11.15am All Age Service 

 9th January 10am Thursday BCP 

 12th January 11.15am Morning Worship 

 16th January 10am  Thursday Flower Class 

 18th January 9am Dads & Tots 

 19th January 11.15am Morning Worship 

 23rd January 10am  Thursday BCP 

 26th January 11.15am Holy Communion 

  
Prayer SessionðMondays at 9am in Church 

Toddler PraiseðTuesdays at 9.00ð10.15am (term time only) 

St.Barts Community Caf®ðWednesdays at 9amð12 noon 
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