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Gordon Cornfordôs funeral service will take place in 
St.Bartholomewôs Church at 2pm on Tuesday, 13th May,    

followed by refreshments 
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                           The Vicar Writes 

This month of May sees the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe 
day. It was a day of great celebration and overwhelming relief. We 
still remember with     thankfulness the courage and sacrifice of all 
who served, abroad and at home in the fight for freedom and peace.  
 
However, it was not quite the end of the war. There was an in       

between time as we had to wait until August for Victory in Japan Day - for the 
world to be at peace. 
 
In the Christian church we are also in a time in between. We have just celebrated 
a joyful Easter when we remember that Jesus died for us on the cross yet on the 
third day, he rose from the dead having won victory over sin and death; but that 
was not the end of all Jesus 
promised.  
 
Jesus promises to be with us 
always and this was made 
possible by the coming of 
his Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
On 8th June we will          
remember and celebrate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the disciples, the Holy 
Spirit that comforts and 
guides us all in the everyday 
business of life. We would 
love to welcome you to our 
services where you can find 
out more about the love   
Jesus offers to one and all.  
 
God Bless 
Pauline Ingram 
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Local Government Changes. 
There does seem to be some confusion about what the Labour 
Government are planning to do to Local Government. Their 
plans have been set out quite fully but they could change. 

Often only politicians are concerned about government  organi-
zation and       management. Most voters just want efficient    
services to be delivered. However, it is important to explain what 
is planned. 

In May 2026 we will all be asked to elect a Sussex Mayor covering East Sussex, 
West Sussex and Brighton and Hove. 

The Mayor will be selected in the same way as other politicians. Each political 
party will select a candidate from its members and then their names will be     
submitted to the electorate. There, can, of course, be any number of independent 
candidates. As far as we know, voting will be on the óFirst Past the Postô system. 

The Mayor will be responsible for Transport, Economic development, Housing 
and Planning strategy, Skills and employment support, Environment and Public 
Safety including Police and Fire Servicesé 

The District and Borough Councils will be abolished as will East Sussex County 
Council and replaced by Unitary bodies which will each cover an area of about 
half a million people. 

It looks likely that East Sussex will stay as one Unitary authority. West Sussex 
have put forward  
3 different options for their area which has a population of 850,000 people. 
Brighton and Hove is much smaller and further discussion is needed on what the 
boundaries might be 

There will not be a Mayoral authority or assembly advising or scrutinising the 
Mayor as there is in London. 
He will consult  a small cabinet which will be nominated by the Unitary           
authorities, two per authority. 

The unitaries will be responsible for childrenôs services, adult social care,      
highway maintenance, waste collection and disposal, planning, housing          
management, environmental health, Public health, Libraries, trading standards ,      
registration. 

The cabinet of East Sussex County Council (ESCC) has passed an interim plan, 

created with partners from borough and district councils which suggests that a 

new local authority on the current boundaries of East Sussex as an option for the 

geography of the new unitary body. 

The plan suggests a single body could meet the governmentôs ambitions for 
streamlined local government and satisfy its criteria that new unitary councils 
should be created with a population of 500,000 or more.  

(Continued on page 10) 
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                     District Council Report 
 
Uckfield High Street 
Many of you will have seen that the front of a building just north 
of Church Street is being shored up by temporary supports.  
Large cracks had appeared in the front and attempts to contact 
the owners had failed, so on 20th March Wealden Council used its 
emergency powers under the 1984 Building Act to have the    

supports erected and ï with cooperation from the County Council ï part of the High 
Street temporarily closed. The owners have now been found and made aware that 
they are responsible for sorting out a long-term repair.  The 1984 Act allows the  
Council to recover its expenditure on the emergency works from the owners and 
that will follow in due course. At the moment itôs not known how long it will be 
before the High Street will be fully open to pedestrians again. 

Southern Water and foul drainage 
In 2022 Wealden started to impose a planning condition forbidding occupation of 
new housing until Southern Water has done all necessary upgrade works.        
Southern Waterôs long-term neglect of its basic responsibilities has required this 
condition to be imposed numerous times.  Iôm very pleased to report that the first 
appeal by a developer ï Chailey Homes Ltd - against the condition was rejected by 
a Planning Inspector last month.  The Inspector decided that we have the legal  
power to impose the condition and that it was justified on the facts. Other           
developers have told our planning officers that they were awaiting the outcome of 
this appeal because they thought weôd lose. The time period for Chailey Homes Ltd 
to ask the High Court to review the decision is short and as of today we havenôt 
been notified of an application to that court. 

Local government reorganisation 
Wealden and the other East Sussex councils involved have submitted a joint       

initial response to the governmentôs proposal. We have expressed reservations 

about the lack of detail to date and about the governmentôs desire to have unitary 

councils with a population of more than about half a million. We feel that larger 

authorities with a more urban bias are less likely to be sensitive to the complexities 

of service delivery in rural areas than existing authorities are and that smaller     

unitary areas will be closer to their populations and therefore more democratic. We 

are continuing to discuss alternatives with our neighbours but initial work suggests 

that one alternative (a split between coastal urban and inland rural areas) would not 

be financially viable because the towns would need extra funding of an amount that 

the government has made clear it does not want to provide.    Furthermore, we have 

stressed that we cannot afford to meet the costs of the reorganisation so the        

government will have to do that. 

Ian Tysh     cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 

mailto:cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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      Newsletter from Maresfield Parish Council ï May 2025 
 
More Planning Matters 
We have recently been advised that Wealden has approved two outline planning 
applications first submitted in 2022 and 2023. 25 houses have been approved at 
Mill House Farm, London Road, Maresfield with access from London Road, and 
10 houses have been approved in the north of Maresfield Park with access off a 
track via The Drive. Both applications were objected to by the Parish Council but 
Wealdenôs rationale for approving the 25 homes is not apparent as the normal 
form of Planning Officerôs Report is not available (at the time of writing) on the 
Wealden Planning website. The Parish Council has consistently opposed          
additional properties accessing London Road (which is a bus route and was the 
original A22) due to its narrowness, the number of existing accesses and the 
school      generated traffic. Matters would be considerably improved if a one-way 
scheme allowing only southbound traffic could be implemented but when         
suggested to East Sussex Highways this was dismissed out of hand. 
Two Important Meetings 
Our Annual Assembly will be held on the evening of Tuesday May 27th at 7 for 
7.30 in the Fairwarp Village Hall. It will include a short presentation on the    
Governmentôs Devolution Plans and then an Open Forum majoring on how those 
plans are likely to affect us and the delivery of local services. Our County and 
District Councillors will be with us together with the CEO of the East Sussex   
Association of Local Councils. Please come along with your questions and     
comments! 
On Tuesday 13th May the Parish Council holds its Annual General Meeting as 
well as a normal Parish Council Meeting. Starting at 7.30pm in Maresfield Village 
Hall these meetings are open to the public and will be preceded by a public      
session where you can address the Parish Council or ask questions. 
Required ï New Parish Councillors 
If you wish to consider becoming a Parish Councillor, which is an interesting and 
worthwhile role in the community, and would like information as to what it      
involves please contact Nancy our Parish Clerk on 01825 714555 or email at 
clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk  . 
 
Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
 
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and 
Facebook. 
 
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 
   

(Meeting dates on page  11)                        

mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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 (Continued from page 5) 
This initial plan drawn up by the six local authorities makes clear that council 

leaders remain open to   presenting alternatives if the government changes its    

criteria and if evidence and strong public support suggest other options. There is a 

large measure of cross-party support for this. 

Some are still arguing for one unitary authority along the coast and one for the 

rural hinterland. This would present some challenges. It would mean a              

fundamental reorganization of all care services which are currently of a good 

standard and major change could jeopardise delivery for vulnerable people.     

Another problem is financial. East Sussex is not a wealthy County and a coastal 

authortity would have even more serious financial problems. 

Highways: Lane Rental 

East Sussex County Council is about to introduce a lane rental scheme on busy 

roads for utility companies-water, BT, gas, and electricity. This will mean they 

will pay for road closures and the length of time a section of road is closed. This 

will give them an incentive to do the work more quickly and efficiently. 

Roy Galley   cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk   01825 713018 or   07960 607672 

 

  

                            Uckfield Art Group ï Summer Exhibition 

Youôre warmly invited to our Summer Exhibition on Saturday 31st May 2025, 

10amï4pm at the Luxford Centre, Uckfield. Look out for our colourful posters, 

bunting and banners around town! 

Enjoy a wide variety of original, affordable artwork in acrylic, watercolour,     

pastel, pencil and more. This yearôs Theme Section features Nursery Rhymesð

see how many you recognise! 

Browse craft tables, meet the Artists In Action, and explore our unique selection 

of handmade greeting cards. Families can enjoy the popular Art and Craft Have-A

-Go Table, perfect for all ages. 

Our famous homemade cakes and savouries will be served all day, beautifully 

displayed on a new stand made by our Chairman, Julian. A selection of drinks 

will also be available. 

Free entry, disabled access, and free parking nearby in the 

town centre. 

Find us on Facebook: uckfieldartgroup. 

Luxford Centre, Library Way, Uckfield, TN22 1AR. 

Spread the word and bring your friends! 

Fiona Flower 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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Solutions on page 16 
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 
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 Chailey Repair Cafe 

April and May are always busy at the Repair Caf®, as you dig out garden gear 
ready for sunshine! Weôre happy to fix garden furniture, parasols, loungers, 
lawnmowers, strimmers, and sharpen your garden tools. Weôve seen a flood of 
toasters and vacuum cleaners recentlyðplease shake out the crumbs and check 
those vacuum filters before bringing them in! Lost the manual? Weôll track it 
down online. 

Our bike team will be busy too, handling bikes of all sizes alongside our usual 
electrical and clothing repairs. With demand rising, itôs wise to come earlyðweôll 
see you as soon as we can. 

Chailey Repair Caf® is part of a global movement where volunteers fix your    
broken items for free (donations welcome). Bring anything from faulty gadgets to 
torn clothes, enjoy a cuppa and cake, and watch as repairs happen right before 
your eyes. 

Find us at St Peterôs Church, Chailey (A275 at Chailey Green) on the second 
Saturday of each month (next dates: 12 April, 10 May, 14 June), 10:00ï13:00, 
with a full caf® and our famous cakes. 

Questions? Email us at chaileyrc@gmail.com. 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Caf® team 
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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 May 2025 ï Cuckoo: Sound of Spring 
By Kerry Williams ï Communications Officer: Conservation 

Each May, I retreat into Sussexôs wild places for a soul-nourishing camping tradi-
tion. The hawthorn blooms, bats emerge en masse at dusk, badgers and foxes 
roam, and bluebells scent the woodland air. On still nights, the Sussex Nightin-
gales sing in palpitating chorus, joined by Tawny and Barn Owls in haunting 
counterpoint. 

Amidst this seasonal symphony, one call stands out: the unmistakable ñcuck-ooò 
of the Cuckoo, a true harbinger of spring. Arriving from Africa in March, these 
birds are notorious brood parasites, laying their eggs in the nests of unsuspecting 
hosts like Reed Warblers and Meadow Pipits. Their young eject rival eggs and 
chicks, monopolising care and food. 

Feeding mostly on insectsðincluding Hairy Caterpillarsðadult Cuckoos leave 
for Africa by June, with their offspring following later. It may seem an easy life, 
yet Cuckoo numbers have plummeted by 65% since the 1980s, earning them a 
place on the UKôs Red List. Habitat loss, climate change, and declining host spe-
cies play their part. 

Despite their iconic call, Cuckoos remain elusive, often mistaken for Sparrow-
hawks. Though Iôve heard many, Iôve yet to see one. Perhaps this will be the year. 
Maybe. 
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                        Dads & Tots at Maresfield Church 
Join us once a month on a Saturday morning for Dads and Tots in Maresfield 
Church.  This group is for Dads/Grandads and their children/grandchildren aged  
0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots is an opportunity spend time with your children, 
get to know other Dads and enjoy unlimited coffee/tea and some breakfast.  There 
will be snacks for the children and bacon/sausage sandwiches for dads. 
Dads and Tots will run from 9-10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.    

See website for dates. 

                  Toddler Praise 

      Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church   
         (term time) 
0-4 year olds and parents and carers are welcome at our    in-
formal group on Tuesday mornings in Maresfield Church 
for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, craft, toys and 
hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no charge for 
the group, but donations to running costs are welcome. No 
need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

A gathering for all the family 
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Bonners Church of England Primary School 

 
Our Aim and Vision is to  Inspire  and Aspire. 

Inspired by God, we aspire to be the best we can be, so 
that we can live life in all its fullness. 

 
ñI have come that they may have life to the fullò 

(John 10:10) 
 

  
 

At Bonners we believe that every member of our school community is unique, 
created in Godôs image, and precious to Him as his dearly loved children.             
Inspired by this, we therefore aim to ñBe The Best We Can Beò, so that we can 
reflect his love into the world.' We also believe God made us to be amazing and 
therefore, there is no limit to what we can go on to achieve if we work hard and 
give our best. Indeed, our School logo is 'Floreat Bonners' which means 'May 
Bonners flourish.' To be the best we can be, to ñflourishò and ñinspire and aspireò 
we welcome and employ in our daily life, work, and relationships, the teaching, 
example, and Spirit of Jesus. 
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