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Pentecost Message 
Easter eggs may end up in supermarket sale bins but, for Christian believers the events 
of Good Friday, Easter Saturday and Easter Sunday still reverberate through our        
services, In our Bibles we read exciting almost unbelievable accounts of Jesus         
appearing  to His  grieving followers and friends. The same friends  who have just   
witnessed His death on a cross. The following is the Disciple Luke's description of one 
such encounter, it tells of a journey taken by two of Jesus followers , they are  returning 
from Jerusalem to their home town of Emmaus. 
From the New Living Translation Bible 
Luke 24:13-35  ñThe Walk to Emmausò 
ñThat same day two of Jesusô followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven 
miles from Jerusalem. As they walked along they were talking about everything that 
had happened. As they talked and discussed these things, Jesus himself suddenly came 
and began walking with them. But God kept them from recognizing him. 

He asked them, ñWhat are you discussing so intently as you walk along?ò 

They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. Then one of them, Cleopas,    
replied, ñYou must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasnôt heard about all the 
things that have happened there the last few days.ò 

ñWhat things?ò Jesus asked.ò... 

The two followers tell Jesus of all that has happened in Jerusalem, their great sadness 
and confusion  as to why Jesus  had to die.  With understanding and clarity, Jesus starts 
to talk, he quotes well known prophesies and historical writings from the Old           
Testament concerning Him, His birth, life and death. They reach their home town, Its 
late and  getting dark,  the two friends invite this stranger in to their home. 

Back again to Luke: chapter 24 - 

 ñSo he went home with them.  As they sat down to eat, he took the bread and blessed 
it. Then he broke it and gave it to them. Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they        
recognized him. And at that moment he disappeared! 

They said to each other, ñDidnôt our hearts burn within us as he talked with us and    
explained the Scriptures to us as we walked along the road?ò And within the hour they 
were on their way back to Jerusalem. There they found the eleven disciples and the    
others who had gathered with them, who said, ñThe Lord has really risen!ò.... 

Their tiring journey forgotten, the two friends race back to tell the others what they 
have just seen and experienced! 

Viewed through the lens of human eyes, these happenings seem implausible,             
impossible, no human being can absorb and understand the events of the past three 
days. Even so, look up into the vastness of space, the myriad stars and planets, way 
beyond our understanding. The Lord strides through this immensity as though it were 
but a day, God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit combine in their Great Mystery 
to create all things,  visible and unseen. Through this unimaginable power and glory, 
Jesus gently  offers us His hand to guide us, to bring us to His side and eventually to 
dwell in Him and with Him.  The world turns, Spring brings new hope, new life, Jesus, 
through His death and Resurrection,  offers us new life and hope, not a chocolate   
promise that ends up in a sale bin rather life changing Hope and Trust in Him. 

What happens next, what does the season of  Pentecost have in store.? 

Susan Butcher 
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Patronal Evensong Event  
12th July 2026 at 5pm 

 
Coro Nuova Choir will lead us in an Evensong event at St.Bartholomew's 

Church at 5pm on Sunday, 12th July 2026.  
  

Join us afterwards for pimms, prosecco and canapesðAll very welcome  
  
 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 This event is supported by:  

Bonners School, Maresfield Conservation Group, Maresfield Village Lunch 
Team, Maresfield Historical Group, Maresfield Church Flower Team. 
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Groups at St.Bartsðall very welcome 
   Toddler Praise   Tuesdays, 9ð10.15am, Maresfield Church  
(term time only).   0-4 year olds and parents and carers are       
welcome at our informal group on Tuesday mornings in 
Maresfield Church for  music and songs, a thought from the Bible, 
craft, toys and hot  refreshments and chat afterwards. There is no 
charge for the group, but  donations to running costs are welcome. 
No need to book, we  look forward to seeing you soon! 

 This group is for Dads/Grandads and their  children/
grandchildren aged  0-4 years of age.  Dads and Tots 
is an  opportunity spend time with your children, get 
to know other Dads and enjoy  unlimited coffee/tea 

and some breakfast.  We have snacks for the children and bacon/
sausage sandwiches for dads.   Dads and Tots runs from  9-
10:30am on a Saturday morning in church.  See website for next 
www.maresfieldandnutleychurches.com    

Flourish.    How do we live our best lives?   If youôre in year 
4 upwards you are welcome to join us at Flourish to find out 
more about the big story of the Bible and how it helps us 
know ourselves and God better. We play games, eat dinner 
and dive into Godôs amazing story every Wednesday from   

 5.30-6.30 at Maresfield church. Ask Claudia for more         
 information at claudia.maresfieldchurch@gmail.com   

 St.Barts Community Caf®.    Every Wednesday from 9amð12       
noon.     Come and join us for lively chatter, good company,      
regular talks/demonstrations, crafts and so much more and all    
enjoyed with coffee/tea, cake etc.   All free,  donations appreciated 
but not  essential     

    Connections.   Are you a local woman looking to make real 
friends? This warm and welcoming group offers relaxed events 
where local women can meet and get to know each other.  
The events often include a meal and a guest speaker, speaking on  
the theme of friendship and or faith.  Contact Alison for more 
information:  alimcbrien@gmail.com 

 

 TLC Bereavement Group.   We get together on the first Friday of 
the month.  This is a joint venture between Maresfield and Nutley 
Churches and we are currently meeting at Nutley Church Hall      
between 2-3:30pm.    TLC is for anyone who has suffered 
loss.  We hope TLC will be a place of community and support for 
those who are  suffering bereavement.        

   Contact Pauline on 07751729049 



6 

 

 
District Councillorôs report, March-April 2026 
Ashdown Business Park 
I am pleased to report that the application for permission to     
expand Ashdown Business Park that was submitted just  before 
Xmas 2022 has been refused. The decision notice is dated 17/3/26 
and can be found on the Councilôs website under reference 
WD/2022/3319/MAO. It sets out 7 reasons for the refusal. They 

are all important but in my view the most important is the failure to investigate the 
extent to which the site is contaminated by harmful chemicals known as PFAS, 
some of which have been used at the Fire Brigadeôs training centre for over 60 
years. Much more is known about the dangers of these chemicals than was when 
the application was made. Development could spread  contamination. Remediation 
isnôt always possible, and can be very expensive where it is possible. Itôs therefore 
essential to find out the extent of  contamination before anything else happens.  
That is why the site is not an approved site in the latest draft Local Plan (contrary to 
what you might have read or heard elsewhere). It is mentioned in the draft, but only 
in the context of explaining why it isnôt being approved. 

Free NHS health checks 
The Council has arranged for another series of these health checks, for residents 
aged 40-74 who havenôt had a check in the last 5 years, who arenôt taking          
medication for high blood pressure or cholesterol issues, arenôt diabetic and donôt 
suffer from heart, kidney or circulatory problems.  There will be  sessions on 12th 
May at Croft Road car park in Crowborough and on 13th May at the Luxford Car 
Park in Uckfield. You can book by phone (01323 404600) or online 
(hello@oneyoueastsussex.org.uk). 

Local government reorganisation 
The future shape of local government in Sussex remains obscure. Last month the 

government rejected all four of the proposals put forward for what is  currently East 

Sussex. The minister seems to favour the whole of Wealden  being subsumed in a 

unitary authority that will encompass most of whatôs  currently East Sussex but   

minus some part of what is currently Lewes district. That part ï one or more coastal 

towns and some inland areas - will be  transferred to Brighton & Hove.  The      

government will consult further on  exactly what will be moved. However, the    

fundamental problem of local  government is not how itôs organised but how its 

finances have been squeezed and in most cases wrecked by years of austerity. Itôs 

become plain that the  savings resulting from reorganisation will do little to fill the 

gap. Unless more money is forthcoming, the new unitary authorities will be        

insolvent from the start, and the government has not said anything about this. 

Ian Tysh  Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 

mailto:hello@oneyoueastsussex.org.uk
mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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   Newsletter from Maresfield Parish Council ï May 2026 
Planning Matters 
The Parish Council recently responded to Wealden District Councilôs Regulation 18 
consultation on the new Draft óFocussedô Local Plan. In particular we joined with 
Fletching Parish Council and other neighbouring Councils in objecting to the        
proposal for 1,500 new homes at Owsbury Farm (on the west side of the A22 south 
of Uckfield) and the proposal to hugely increase the size of the Ashdown Business 
Park in Maresfield. We also commented on the allocation of land in Maresfield     
between the Recreation Ground, the A26 and the A22 for 210 homes emphasising 
that access to any such development must be from a new roundabout on the A22 and 
there should be a substantial community benefit including an extension to the       
Recreation Ground. Unfortunately approval has already been given for 25 homes on 
this land and a further 29 have been applied for ï all with access (which the Parish 
Council opposes) on to a very congested part of School Hill. 
Parish Annual Assembly 
Our Annual Assembly will be held on the evening of Tuesday May 26th at 7 for 
7.30 in Maresfield Village Hall. Further details are on the back cover of this       
magazine. I urge you all to come as it promises to be a very interesting meeting with 
two speakers and our District and County Councillors. 
On Tuesday 19th May the Parish Council holds its Annual General Meeting as well 
as a normal Parish Council Meeting. Starting at 7.30pm in the Nutley War Memorial 
Hall this meeting is open to the public and will be preceded by a public session 
where you can address the Parish Council or ask questions. 
New Bus Service 
Commencing on 9th May the 261 bus service will be discontinued and in its place a 
new service, the 500, will start to operate. 
This new service is from Eastbourne and is routed Eastbourne-District General     
Hospital-Willingdon-Polegate-Hailsham-Golden Cross-East Hoathly-Uckfield-
Nutley-Forest Row- East Grinstead- Manor Royal Business Park-Gatwick Airport. 
The 500 will be a 24 hour service, 7 days a week. Approximate frequency being 
hourly Monday to Saturday daytime. Then around every 2 hours in the evening,  
overnight and on Sundays. 
This is a tremendous improvement on our current service and I urge you to use it. 
Detailed timetables are available on line. 
Maresfield Recreation Ground Parking 
The reconfigured and enlarged parking areas exclusively for Recreation Ground  
users at Maresfield are now in use and we are very grateful to Cllr Peter Taylor for      
overseeing this project. The main objective was to remove Recreation Ground usersô 
vehicles from most of the privately owned Park Farm Lane so if you are a           
Recreation Ground user please, if you drive into Park Farm Lane, turn immediate 
left into the parking area and do not attempt to traverse or park in the rest of Park 
Farm Lane.                         Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           https://maresfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/   
https://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
And you can also follow the Parish Council on Facebook. 
Martin CraddockðChairman of Maresfield Parish Council 

(Meeting dates on page 11)  

                                 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
https://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Maresfield Conservation Group  
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who came along to MCGôs April Litter Picking 
and helped clean up our village ï a reminder that the autumn event is on Saturday 
24th October. 
 
Our AGM is on Tuesday 12th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Aside from the 
usual business - followed by refreshments - we will be unveiling a brand new 
website, maresfield.org. Developed by the Conservation Group, it showcases 
Maresfieldôs rich history with hundreds of photos, interactive maps, stories and 
more.  If you have old photographs or stories about Maresfield, please email them 
to history@maresfield.org, or bring them along to one of our events. 
 
The Conservation Groupôs Footpath team continue to clear our pavements and 
footpaths around the village, normally on a Wednesday morning ï if you want to 
find out what theyôve been up to, why not join our Facebook group? 
 
Our annual fundraising quiz on 7th March was great fun, and raised just under 
Ã700 for the Uckfield Foodbank.  Nearly 70 participants took part, with 11 teams 
battling against each other over 8 rounds.  'The Dunderheads' emerged victorious 
by just four points.  Thank you to our quiz master Tom, scorers, volunteer       
organisers and all members and friends who bought tickets and came along to 
support a very worthy local cause.  
 
MCG has commissioned a bio-diversity survey which is now underway- a local 
ecologist is surveying parts of the Parish, and we expect to be able to present the 
results in the Summer.  
 
If youôre not already a member, why not join the Conservation Group?  Scan the 
QR code below, or click the JOIN US button on our website. 
And donôt forget, your photos of Maresfield could feature in next yearôs MCG 
Calendar. Full details on the óAboutô page of the website. 
 
Jeremy Hendy 
Committee Member 
www.MaresfieldConservationGroup.org           
 

mailto:history@maresfield.org
http://www.MaresfieldConservationGroup.org
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Chequers Hotel , Pub and      
Restaurant 

 
Hello Everyone,  
 
We really hope you all had a great 
easter and start to spring! I want to 
start by saying thank you to      
everyone who came in and joined 
us over the easter weekend, 
whether it was the Childrenôs  
easter egg hunt, Dog easter treat 
hunt or the Garden party. We hope 
you enjoyed    yourself as much as 
we did!  

 
What a great month May is! With 2 bank holidays to enjoy and the sun seems to 
be staying around for a little longer. Have you popped in to see our garden 
spruce up? We have been working hard over the start to the year to get our    
garden looking its best and are super proud of how it looks. Come and check it 
out. 
May dates to pop in your diary, Saturday 23rd we have a Music quiz. Book your 
table by calling us directly, big prizes to be won! 
 
Saturday 30th we have Carnaby street band playing, donôt miss out and book a 
table in our restaurant.  
 
Sunday 31st May we are holding a Winnie the Pooh celebration day to celebrate 
100 years of stories. With a treasure hunt, themed afternoon tea and games. This 
will need to be pre-booked so just call us for more information.  
Look forward to seeing you all.  
 
Kellie and The Chequer Team.  
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 Ma Maison 
A Cosy Independent Treasure in the Heart of Uckfield 

 
Now in its third year of trading, Ma Maison Home & Garden has become a 
much-loved destination for interiors and    thoughtful gifting in Uckfield.   
Owner Pip took a leap of faith opening the shop, stepping into retail for the 
first time after a lifetime of    loving beautiful homes and shopping for special 
pieces. Thanks to the support of local villages and the wider town, the shop has 
recently expanded into the neighbouring premises, allowing even more room 
for its carefully chosen  collections. 
 
Often described as an ñAladdinôs cave,ò Ma Maison is full of inspiring finds - 
from gifts, cards and candles to cushions, furniture, home d®cor and flowers. 
Pip and her friendly team pride themselves on creating a welcoming             
atmosphere where customers feel valued, whether theyôre browsing or buying. 
Complimentary gift wrapping adds an extra-special touch too.  
 
Pip says the shop reflects everything she loves about making a home feel cosy 
and inviting - and she warmly welcomes everyone to come and experience it 
for   themselves.  
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 

2026 



15 

 

 

 
Hidden Features of your Smartphone  

When phones get updated and new phones are released, it is 
tempting to think that they are just technical bling.  However, 
there are some really useful features that your smartphone 
phone can now doé 

Back-tap shortcut. On an iPhone, you can double-tap the back 
of the device to take a screenshot, open the camera, or start an 

app such as Mail. Many Android phones offer similar gesture capabilities. You 
can get quite fancy with this such as capturing a receipt, saving directions, or 
launching a useful tool without hunting through menus.   

Dictation ï now surprisingly accurate.  Rather than labouriously typing messages, 
you can tap the microphone icon on the keyboard and simply speak your              
message.  The phone will quickly convert your voice into text. This transforms 
the experience of writing emails, whatsapp or even text messages which           
otherwise can otherwise be tiresome with phonesô minute keyboards. 

Image recognition. On iPhone, a long press on a photo can instantly identify 
plants, landmarks or objects. Android can also do this on almost anything you see              
on-screen, as well as extracting or translating text, using Google Lens or óCircle 
to Searchô.  This is great for copying a paragraph from a printed page, identifying 
a plant in the garden, or translating a menu while travelling. 

Built-in document scanners, often hidden inside everyday apps. On iPhone it sits 
within Notes; on Android it is typically found in Google Drive or the camera. 
Point your phone at a document and it will automatically crop, straighten and  
enhance it into a PDF file. This is so good that it often replaces the need for a  
separate scanner entirely ð ideal for forms, receipts or archiving bits of paper-
work. 

Live voicemail and call screening.  Recent iPhones can display a live transcription 
of a voicemail as it is being left, allowing you to decide whether to answer it in 
real time. This is great for screening unknown callers without missing important 
calls. Android offers similar options through its call screening and live             
transcription.   

Notable mentionéAndroid offers a particularly useful feature in the form of a     
secure folder or work profile, which creates a completely separate, encrypted 
space within your phone. Inside it, you can have different apps, files and          
accounts, all     isolated from your main device. It is rather like having two phones 
in one: one for everyday use, and another for sensitive or work-related activity. 
This can also be helpful for keeping business and personal life distinct, protecting 
private  information, or safely handing your phone to someone else without     
exposing  everything on it. 

Roger Lyon, RL Computer Solutions 
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Chailey Repair Caf® is delighted to return to St Peterôs Church following successful 
floor restoration. Spring is a particularly busy time, as residents bring out garden 
equipment and furniture for repair, including lawnmowers, strimmers, tools, parasols, 
and loungers. The team also continues to see growing interest in vintage audio, with 
record players and cassette decks frequently brought in after long storage. Visitors are 
encouraged to bring power leads, speakers, and media to aid testing. Replacement 
styli for record players should be sourced in advance, while common cassette deck 
belt issues can often be fixed on site. 

Alongside these services, skilled volunteers offer bike repairs and assistance with 
electrical items and clothing. Due to high demand, early arrival is recommended. The 
caf® is part of a global volunteer movement promoting repair over disposal, offering 
free services with optional donations. 

Visitors can enjoy refreshments, including popular homemade cakes, while watching 
repairs take place. Sessions run on the second Saturday of each month from 10:00 to 
13:00 at St Peterôs Church, Chailey Green. For queries, contact 
chaileyrc@gmail.com. 
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   Uckfield Art Group Summer Exhibition 2026 
 
You are invited to Uckfield Art Groupôs Summer Exhibition 
on Saturday 30th May 10am - 4pm at the Luxford centre sur-
rounded by the main town car park. Amazing art at affordable 
prices will be displayed alongside the Theme Section. This 
time there is a lot of enthusiasm for being inspired by a well-
known artist and creating something in their style. So far the 

chosen ones are: Klimpt, Salvador Dali, Vincent Van Gogh, Eugene Carriere, Ed-
ward Seago, Sandro Botticelli, William Leech, Edward Hopper, Albrecht Durer 
and Monet This will be the tip of the iceberg. There will be many more yet to be 
confirmed. Sounds like you could save the train fare and ñalmostò  feel as though 
you are in a London Art Gallery!  The bonus here of course is the lovely atmos-
phere and the delicious home made refreshments including cakes and savouries 
which you can sit and enjoy while admiring the pictures! 

Take the opportunity to stock up on unique Greeting Cards, take part in the Fami-
ly Craft Activities, watch the Artists In Action and vote for your favourite picture. 
The artist with the most votes for the same image will win a Trophy to treasure 
until the Autumn Exhibition on 14th November (another date for your diary)! 
Free entry (although donations are always welcome) free parking, disabled ac-
cess. 

Luxford Centre, Library Way, Uckfield East Sussex TN22 1AR. Look out for 
Uckfield Art Group on Social Media too! 
 
Fiona 
 

The Arts Society Ashdown Forest 
óThe Roaring Twenties:  Art, Design and High Societyô 
Lecture by Jo Banham 
Thursday 14 May 2026 at 2.00 pm 
 
Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove,           
Crowborough, TN6  1FE 

The Roaring Twenties was a loud and boisterous decade, 

marked by novelty, modernity and huge social,            

technological and economic change. It spawned a          

generation of wealthy and privileged Bright Young 

Things, who were  determined to shock and to break with the conventions of the 

past. Everyone is welcome ï members free, visitors Ã8.    Refreshments are      

provided after the  lecture. For further information see tasaf.org.uk 
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Millennium Players 
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MARESFIELD LUNCH CLUB 
Please Note:  Unfortunately, there will be  

NO VILLAGE LUNCH IN MAY 
due to the Local Elections being held in the  

Village Hall 
 

The next Village Lunch  
will be on the 4th June, 12.30pm  

in the Village Hall 

 

An audience with Karen and Stuartð20th May 2026 
to discuss memories of Maresfield over the years 


