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                           The Rector Writes 

I hope youôve had a great summer and that September begins well.  
For many of us September brings new things and the return of familiar 
activities that have taken a break. 
 

As always, Iôd like to let you know about some upcoming events in 
the life of the church. 
 

If you catch this in time, we are having a service on Sunday 31st     
August at 10:30am.  This will be an outdoor service and the plan is to have a BBQ 
afterwards (starting at midday(ish)), though you are welcome to bring your own food 
and please bring your own drink.  Donôt worry if youôre not a church regular.  All are 
welcome to the service and/or the BBQ where we will have outdoor games available 
for people to play. 
 

Our Harvest Festival will be on Sunday September 28th.  Weôll be thinking about the 
gift of the natural world and exploring how the church can play its part in caring for 
the environment.  Itôs also an opportunity for people to bring food donations that will 
be taken to the Uckfield Food Bank.  Please see their website for information on what 
food they are in need of. 
 

On Sunday October 5th, we have a 10:30am service that will be at Nutley Church.  
This will be Revd Paulineôs last service with us as Associate Vicar, so during the  
service will be thanking her for everything sheôs done over the past 11 years.  Do feel 
free to join us and there is the option to bring some lunch with you and stay on after 
the service where drinks and cakes will also be provided. 
 

Finally, I wanted to let you know about an opportunity to explore Christianity and its 
central figure, Jesus.  On Thursdays from October 9th the Alpha Course will be      
running.   
 

Alpha is a great opportunity to discover what Christianity is all about and what Chris-
tianity brings to life.  Itôs also a great place for people to reconnect with their faith.   
 

Alpha will be running in the afternoons from 1:30 ï 2:45pm in the downstairs room 
of the Nutley Coffee House and in the evenings from 7:30-9pm at Nutley Church.   
All are welcome and please see the advert in this magazine and our 
website for more information.  While the course is running in Nutley on 
this occasion, the invite is also for those in Maresfield and elsewhere.  
Weôd love to see you. 
 

I hope to see you soon. 
Ben 
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Local Government Update  -  Not a lot of good news!                                 

Local Government Reorganisation. 
The Mayoral Combined Authority as the government calls it will be going ahead next 
year and elections for a Mayor will take place in May. 

However the plans for Unitary authorities which will effectively take over from 
County and District or Borough Councils are, at this point, in disarray. The East     
Sussex proposal across parties is for an East Sussex authority based on the current 
County boundaries. However, Labour controlled Brighton wants to add Newhaven, 
Peacehaven and other parts of Lewes District into a new Brighton Council area. This 
would upset the plans of other councils. East Sussex will be putting forward its     
preference in late September but we will not know the final shape of things until  
Ministers make their decisions which could be early in 2026. 

At a recent Local Government Association briefing, it was strongly suggested that the 
government want a strong Regional government system with the Mayors being much 
more powerful than the Unitary Authorities and even more powers moving to the 
Mayors who will be accountable to voters but much more remote from local        
communities . 

The Mayors will be able to levy taxes to fund their services but despite this process 
being called ódevolutionô  there is no current plan to devolve more tax decisions to 
this level. Currently no-one has any idea how the finances will work. 
More alarming is the indication that the government does not want to create more 
Town and Parish Councils. They are looking at neighbourhood-level committees 
which may add another layer to local governance or perhaps take over from town and 
parish councils. 

We will have quite a wait before we have more clarity. 

Local Government Finance. 
What we do have more information about is short term local government spending. 
One positive point is that Councils will have a financial settlement for the 3 years 
from 26/7 to 28/9. 

East Sussex is mainly funded by Council Tax and Business Rates. There are,        
however, a number of national grants. The government is planning sensibly to       
simplify the grant system but to adjust it so it reflects local wages, types of            
accommodation, property characteristics and remoteness. They are apparently going 
to move resources from elderly services to services for children and young adults 

We might have thought that some of this would help East Sussex but we are regarded 
as better off than the North and Midlands. 

As yet we have no definite figures but independent modelling has 
calculated that East Sussex could lose Ã18 million per year. Given 
that funding is already very stretched , that will affect our services 
adversely. 
 
Roy Galley 
cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk  01825 713018  or  07960 607672 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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                      District Council Report 

Ward Grant Scheme 
This scheme is now open to applications. The detail is here -  
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/councillors-and-committees/councillor-ward
-budgets-cheme/ . To recap, I have been given Ã10,000 to allocate to 
community groups that are non-profit, non-governmental,              
community and/or voluntary organisations whose activities benefit people who live in 
Maresfield ward. The grants will be at least Ã250 and not more than Ã5000, and will be 
awarded largely on a first come, first served    basis. Please donôt hesitate to contact me 
if youôre interested in applying. 
Southern Water revisited 
Wealden officers, representatives of Southern Water and Developers East Sussex, and I, 
met on 17th June to discuss the ramifications of the planning inspectorôs decision in 
March which upheld the Councilôs óno occupation until necessary work doneô planning 
condition.  Southern Water is still in denial about the seriousness of its sewage flooding 
problem and its representatives repeated arguments that the inspector had rejected. It 
does have a network reinforcement programme in place but its pace is very slow, and 
the occupation of about 2000 homes in Wealden is now stalled. The developersô        
representative acknowledged that there is an issue but was mostly concerned with     
certainty for those he represents, while not suggesting where it might be found. I donôt 
know of a solution that wonôt be expensive, but at the root of this problem are failures of 
privatisation and regulation, and successive governments have failed to face up to those 
consequences. 
Later that day, the group of over 20 councils whose areas are served (for want of a more 
accurate word) by Southern Water and which Wealden founded and chairs, met the   
Water Minister Emma Hardy. She was unaware of the planning condition issue and 
asked for details to be sent to her. I asked if money wrongly paid to shareholders and 
senior executives could be clawed back to help fund the necessary works. She said that 
the past canôt be undone but that the government has now ring-fenced money that the 
water companies raise for investment and require it to be returned to customers if the 
promised investment doesnôt take place and put bonus restrictions in place. However 
those restrictions have failed to prevent the near doubling of Southern Waterôs Chief 
Executiveôs salary to almost Ã1.4 million plus ñbenefitsò worth Ã111,000. 
National Climate Scorecard 
An organisation called Climate Emergency UK has been assessing and scoring councilsô 
climate crisis policies and actions over the past few years. The latest results came out 
about three weeks ago and Iôm pleased to report that Wealden has leapt from mediocrity 
to 7th among English 2nd-tier authorities and 4th among district councils. There has been 
immediate carping from a few online commentators, accusing us of being deluded and 
wasting money. The irony of climate crisis deniers accusing others of being deluded 
speaks for itself. 
 By-election 
The Alliance and Wealden Green Party faced their first electoral test since May 2023 in 

a by-election in Horam & Punnetts Town ward on 10th July. The by-election took place 

because one of the wardôs 2 Green councillors resigned due to ill-health. The Green   

Party candidate was successful, albeit with a much reduced majority and on a much low-

er turnout (28% against 44%). 

Ian Tysh     cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk    01825 714639 

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/councillors-and-committees/councillor-ward-budgets-scheme/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/councillors-and-committees/councillor-ward-budgets-scheme/
mailto:cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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   Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 
Grant Application ReminderðApplications for Parish Council grants and donations 
from organisations within or  pertaining to the Parish for the financial year 2026/27 
should be submitted to the  Parish Office by no later than 26th September 2025 please. 
A copy of the Parish  Councilôs Grants Policy and the relevant application forms are 
available from the  Parish Office (714555). For this current year the Parish Council 
approved and has paid out 28 grants and donations totaling some Ã17,000. 
Planning Matters ïThe planning application for 41 houses on land by the indoor 
bowling club in Maresfield with access off Limestone Way, which was recently      
refused by Wealden District Council, is now the subject of an Appeal. Representations 
to the Planning Inspector have been made by the Parish Council and local residents. 

You may be interested to learn that on 24th July Wealden D C approved the reserved 
matters Planning Application for 750 houses at Ridgewood, Uckfield ï this is the    
balance of the 1,000 homes approved for this site in 2016 of which 250 have been 
completed. No decision has yet been made on the (unconnected) Application for 1,700 
homes at Owlsbury Farm which is on the west side of the A22 opposite the        
Ridgewood site. 

Be warned that if a planning application is lodged on a property near you Wealden no 
longer notifies neighbouring property owners. However, if you sign up to receive the 
Wealden Weekly newsletter you can opt in to receive details of any planning          
applications lodged in respect any property up to one km from your address. (Google: 
Wealden Weekly.) 

Vehicle Speed Indicators ï The Parish Council recently took delivery of two        
replacement Mobile Vehicle Activated Speed Signs and these are currently installed 
on the B2026 close to Fairwarp Village and on Crowborough Road, Nutley. These 
signs not only warn drivers if they are speeding but also generate a variety of statistics 
which can be analysed and used for example for lobbying the Highways Authority to        
introduce lower speed limits and/or traffic calming measures. They also complement 
the activities of Community Speedwatch. 

Community Speedwatch - The Police are unable to enforce the speed limits but an 
effective Community Speedwatch can make a difference. Community Speedwatch is 
comprised of volunteers who give say three hours a month and, armed with a radar 
speed gun, note details of speeding cars and then input them into a police data base. 
Warning letters are sent by the police and persistent offenders face a visit from police 
officers and possibly further action against them. We understand that offending       
vehicles are also checked as to whether the vehicle is insured, taxed and has a valid 
MOT and appropriate follow up action is taken. 

Our Speedwatch exercises take place at Straight Half Mile, Maresfield, on the B2026 
approaching Fairwarp Village, on the A22 approaching Nutley and also near to Nutley 
School as well as on the Crowborough Road in Nutley.  
We are always on the lookout for more volunteers. So, please ñstep upò 
and our Parish Clerk will be happy to give you more information on 
what it entails. (Nancy OôHanlon on 714555.)    Be informed !      

Martin Craddock, Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
                                  

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Dear Readers, 
I hope you are all enjoying the summer! 
 
As always, our MCG Footpathôs group continue to work hard to keep our village 
and surrounding areas tidy and the footpaths and walkways accessible. Most  
recently they have been on the Ashdown Forest, clearing bracken from Weald 
Way and a path off New Road. They have also cleared and tidied Rabbity Lane 
and the path down towards the Recreational Ground. If anyone fancies joining 
them, please check out the MCG website for details, I know theyôd welcome 
your help. 
 
We have had our annual Cheese & Wine Evening, which Ann Thompson kindly 
allows us to hold in her lovely garden and we extend our thanks to her for this. It 
was an enjoyable evening and the weather was kind to us. 
 
One of our longest serving members of the executive committee, Ian Shaw, stood 
down last month and we were sad to lose him in that capacity, however, he and 
his wife, Cathy, remain members of the MCG and we thank him for his          
invaluable input and also Cathy for her top gardening tips over the years and help 
with events, you will both be missed! 
 
We also, most sadly, had to say our goodbyes to our previous secretary and 
friend, Stephanie Bassett, who passed away in July, we will miss her very much. 
Her hard work over the years has been so much appreciated and we send our love 
and condolences to her family. 
 
The entries for the photographic competition continue to roll in and just a       
reminder that the deadline for the 2026 calendar is the 21st of September 2025, so 
get snapping! Entry is free and there is a Ã50 prize for the best photo. Photos 
need to be in landscape format, good luck! 
 
If you would like to become a member of the MCG, visit the website and click 
the JOIN US button, where you will find more information, along with various 
bits of merchandise you might be interested in. 
 
I hope you continue to enjoy the summer and send warm wishes to you all, 
Stephany Reed-Perkins (Member of the MCG Executive Committee) 
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JOE COWEN 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
AND 

REPAIRS SERVICE  
 

Trouble with doors, gutters, 
taps, fences etc? 

Please ring for advice on all 
your carpentry, painting,    
plastering, tiling  and 

  general building requirements  

 
0785 993 4008 Å 01825 

768420 
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Chailey Repair Cafeð7 years of tea, cake and fixing!!! 

 
Chailey Repair Caf®  will be celebrating  7 years of fixing your stuff  this August!!   
 
None of us thought when we first  opened our doors on 11th August 2018 that we 
would grow so quickly and achieve so much. In those days there were only 2 other 
Repair Cafes in East Sussex and 66 in the UK ï now there are  over 30 in West & 
East Sussex and Kent, with over 700 nationally!!! 
 
We have now attempted nearly 6000 repairs, including 72 in one morning this 
June, with everything from a wig box to a milk frother! We think there is more 
toast eaten in Sussex than any other county, judging by the number  of toasters you 
bring us! 
 
None of that could have been possible without the support of the local community 
and of course the tireless work of our 43 hard working volunteers ï they are simply 
the best! 
 
We now have a huge stock of specialist tools and many spares which enable us to 
tackle some really obscure items ï as long as you can carry it, weôll look at it! (But 
no microwaves please ï they have a dangerous bite!!) 
 
Chailey Repair Caf® is part of a  world-wide movement where volunteer experts 
repair things free of charge ï although a donation towards running costs is invited. 
Anyone can bring along broken items or clothing needing repair from home, and 
have a cuppa and a cake and then watch while your repair is done in front of you.. 
 
Youôll find us at St Peterôs Church, Chailey on the A275 at Chailey Green on the 
second Saturday   of each month (12th  July, 9th August, 13th September   and so on) 
between 1000hrs and 1300hrs where we have a full Caf® service including our  
legendary cakes!  
 
Not sure if we can fix your broken item?  Contact  us at chaileyrc@gmail.com 
and weôll see what we can do to help. 
 
See you very soon!! 
 
Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Caf® team 
 
 

mailto:chaileyrc@gmail.com
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Ashdown Probus Club News 

 
The Ashdown Probus Club, for retired and semi-retired professionals and       
business people, holds its regular monthly luncheon at the Crowborough Beacon 
Golf Club. The lunch, preceded by social drinks, and accompanied by a raffle is    
followed by a guest speaker or sometimes a quiz, is the club's central activity. 
 
In addition, the Club organises a varied programme of outings and events. This 
year there have been trips to Wings Aviation Museum, Balcombe, Drapers' Hall 
in the City, Eastbourne for the annual President's lunch and the Clubôs Spring golf 
weekend at London Beach, Tenterden. A monthly programme of walks organised 
in three groups and generally followed by a pub lunch appeals to many members. 
Future events include the Clubôs annual summer picnic hosted at a member's 
home, monthly croquet sessions at Tunbridge Wells, and an organised outing to 
the Houses of Parliament. 
 
One member who joined recently commented: "The variety of social, intellectual 
and cultural activities is an attractive feature of the Club. " 
 
Membership is drawn from a wide area around Crowborough, stretching from 
Tunbridge Wells, Danehill and East Grinstead, to Uckfield, Heathfield, Wadhurst 
and villages and hamlets in between. 
 
Full details of the Club and its activities can be found on the website:           
https://www.ashdownprobus.org.uk. Anyone interested in membership should 
contact the Secretary: info@ashdownprobus.org.uk or Mobile: 07782 358100. 
 

 

https://www.ashdownprobus.org.uk/
mailto:info@ashdownprobus.org.uk
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ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Full Page Black/White  Ã270 

Half Page Black/White  Ã160 

Quarter page Black/White             Ã 90 

Eighth page Black/White  Ã  60 

 

Prices are per annum and invoices will 
be sent out in January each year and 
payable before the end of February. 

Copy deadline is first Friday of each 
month for next issue. 

Artwork to be supplied as JPG or PDF  
and sent to Angie at :                                       
admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com     
 

An invoice will be supplied for payment 
prior to insertion. 
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