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The Vicar Writes 

Yesterday (March 16th), I read that Bible sales in the UK have    
significantly grown since 2019.  The growth is 87%, driven largely 
by those aged between 13-28 (Gen Z). 

I think thatôs an amazing statistic, given we claim to be a secular 
country, and that this generation have, compared to mine (I am 40, 
so a millennial), probably received far less exposure to the Bible 
and Christian things. 

But spirituality seems to be on the rise, or at least acknowledgement of spirituality 
seems to be on the rise.  Itôs reappearing more often in online dialogue and debate, 
on the bookshelves and in peopleôs lives. 

It wonôt surprise you to know that I believe human beings are instinctively         
spiritual, having been made for something (someone) beyond themselves.  In the 
Bible it talks about us having ñeternity set in our heartsò. (Ecclesiastes 3:11) 

People are looking for hope in this world - sensing something beyond the material. 
The younger generation seem to be less concerned about exploring spiritual things 
than we might think, even if that conflicts with their non-spiritual inheritance.  
There is a hunger. 

I wonder whether you have ever picked up a Bible or explored ñthe wayò of    
Christianity, whether at church or with a believing friend or family member?  If not, 
why?  What are the reasons you have, and have you put them to test?  Where do 
they come from? 

Easter is approaching and for 2000 years this had meant remembering, celebrating, 
that God came into the world he made.  Christian spirituality is about unseen things, 
it is about things to come, but it is also about historical events and a God who has 
made himself known.  Christian spirituality is grounded in Jesus, who said he is 
ñThe way and the truth and the life.ò  (John 14v6) 

Christian spirituality is such good news because it is about God having taken the 
initiative, and the life and hope he has to offer is a gift that lift our burdens.  We 
donôt need to earn Godôs love, just receive it. We donôt have to guess what life 
should look like, because Jesus shows us.  We donôt need to live in fear, because 
Jesus is both great and good.  Easter is about remembering that Jesus has done   
everything, provided everything, paid everything, so that we can know life with 
God.  

Jesus famously said, ñFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.ò (Mark 10v45) 

You are warmly invited to church this year, and you can find details of 

the services in this magazine.  Easter Sunday is on April 20th and we 

would love to see you.  Come and hear, come and ask your questions. 

Ben Sear 
Vicar of Maresfield and Nutley Churches 
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 [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Monthly Update  March 2025 
 
Our Local Roads 
Our roads remain in bad condition despite record investment 
this year. 
 
The recent wet weather continues to exacerbate the problems. 
( I know the weather is always wet in an English winter but it 
has been  a lot worse in recent years!) 
 
There are many positives-  

In the first 9 months of this financial year there have been across the County  

400 patching works 
188 road improvements  
15000 potholes filled  
600 drainage schemes completed 
19 road safety projects 

 In this Division which covers Buxted, High Hurstwood, Five Ash Down, 
Maresfield, Fairwarp , Danehill, Chelwood Gate, Fletching, Piltdown, Isfield 

343 potholes have been filled. 
361drains cleared  
Resurfacing works have been completed in Maresfield, Danehill and Fletching. 

More needs to be done, of course, and we are still awaiting dates for the           
resurfacing near Cumnor School as well as a host of smaller schemes. 

Cuts in Services 
Substantial cuts in care services will be made this year. Most of these will be in 
Hastings, Eastbourne and Lewes where most of the population lives. However 
with some innovative and lateral thinking, the cuts will not be as great as         
expected. The Hookstead facility in Crowborough which provides help for        
disabled groups will not be closed although it will be reduced from a 5 day to a 4 
day service. 

cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk      01825 713018      07960 607672 
 

 
District Councillor Report 

Planning in Maresfield 
On 20th February, Planning Committee North rightly rejected an application to 
build another 37 houses on the Wellington Gate estate in Maresfield, because of 
the failure of both East Sussex Highways and the developer to identify suitable 
access. The latter wanted to use Limestone Way, which is wholly unsuitable. 
Highways first told the developer to look for alternative access. The developer 
ignored Highways, which then inexplicably changed its mind without giving any  

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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reason. I think this was a total abdication of responsibility. Three residents spoke 
eloquently against the application on the day and I spoke in support of them as 
your Ward member.  

Council decisions 
The previous day, the whole Council decided to give Citizensô Advice more  
money to enable it to advise more people with debt problems. In a related         
decision, it also approved raising the income limits for eligibility for the Council 
Tax Reduction Scheme. The new higher limits take effect from 1.4.25 ï details 
here: https://www.wealden.gov.uk/benefits/who-can-get-council-tax-reduction/
council-tax-reduction-changes/ . The change takes account of changes in the  
Consumer Price Index and should make more people eligible for reductions. 

Local Plan 
Unfortunately, it has become clear that we are going to have to hold another    
consultation before we can move to the next stage of the new Plan. The reasons 
are: 
¶ that a number of sites have been submitted since the draft was approved 

about a year ago 
¶ the need to reassess transport issues in the light of the NPPF changes I 

wrote about in January 

¶ the higher housing target. 

The consultation, which will be shorter and less complex than last yearôs one, 
should take place in the final quarter of this year, and the final draft of the Plan 
should then appear in the second quarter of 2027. The length of time the process 
takes is frustrating, but thatôs not for want of trying on the part of our planning 
officers and councillors. The government requires an enormous amount of       
information to support the Plan proposals and a lot of the work done in the early 
stages now needs updating. Secondly, it is highly likely that the housing number 
proposed in the Plan will be significantly lower than the target figure, so we will 
need to be able to prove to the Planning Inspector who assesses the Plan that our 
number is the right one. On the brighter side, as the consultation process         
advances, the draft Plan gains increasing (although still limited) importance in 
relation to decisions on individual planning applications. 

Sadly, the number of households on Wealdenôs housing need register has         
increased by 81% in the past two years. This is part of a national trend that 
demonstrates a serious failure of housing policy on the part of government over 
many decades. This failure is built in to the Local Plan rules and it will continue 
for as long as the provision of social and affordable housing is 
regarded as less important than developersô guaranteed profits. 
This is something the current government does not seem to    
understand. 
 
Ian Tysh     cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/benefits/who-can-get-council-tax-reduction/council-tax-reduction-changes/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/benefits/who-can-get-council-tax-reduction/council-tax-reduction-changes/
mailto:cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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                                  Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 
Planning Matters 
The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all planning applications 
within Fairwarp, Maresfield, Nutley, and the surrounding countryside. 
The Planning Committee meets every three weeks, and meetings are 
open to the public. If you have an interest in reviewing and making    
recommendations on planning applications, consider joining the       

Committee as a Parish Councillor. 
21 Homes on Straight Half Mile, Maresfield 
The original planning consent for this site included a "Community Facility,"        
possibly a new village hall. A later application replaced this with allotments and 
parking, but a subsequent variation removed the allotments altogether and reduced 
the housing from 25 to 21, including seven affordable homes. A current application 
before Wealden proposes reducing the affordable homes to two, which will be for 
sale rather than rent, and replacing them with five small free-market homes. The 
developer has agreed to pay Wealden approximately Ã950k in lieu of providing five 
rental affordable homes. However, there is no guarantee that this money will be 
spent on much-needed affordable housing within our Parish. The original landowner 
sought to ensure community benefits from the development, but the planning      
process has eroded these intentions. 

Ashdown Business Park Expansion 
Two years ago, a planning application for expanding Maresfield Business Park was 
submitted to Wealden. The Parish Council strongly objected through a detailed   
submission, joined by around 500 members of the public, neighboring parishes, and 
Uckfield Town Council. A dedicated Action Group, SABRE, was formed to oppose 
the application, which has since stalled. However, SABRE remains highly active, 
particularly in opposing the proposed Owlsbury Farm development. More details 
can be found at: SABRE Website. 

700 New Homes at Owlsbury Farm, Little Horsted 
This 370-acre site was proposed for inclusion in Wealdenôs draft Local Plan in 
March 2024 but was not initially allocated for development. Public comments were 
invited during the consultation phase. However, with the new Government increas-
ing Wealdenôs housing target by at least 200 homes per year, the developers have 
renewed their efforts, recently holding a public exhibition in Uckfield. While 
Owlsbury Farm is outside our Parish, its development could significantly impact our 
area by increasing traffic congestion, particularly along the A22 Maresfield bypass 
and through Nutley. A planning application is expected soon, and the site could be 
allocated in the revised draft Local Plan, which will be subject to further               
consultation. 

Wealden Weekly ï Stay Informed 
Stay up to date with local planning applications by subscribing to Wealden Weekly. 
This free email update from Wealden District Council provides details of refuse and 
recycling collections, planning applications in your area, and news about local events 
and Council services. Subscribe here: Wealden Weekly. 

(Continued on page 9) 

 
 
 

https://sabreowl.com/owlsbury/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/wealden-weekly/
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mailto:reception@theforestvet.co.uk
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DAVE CORNISH 
PEST CONTROL 

(moles, wasps, mice, rats etc) 
 

Telephone 
07718 882478 

Head Office 
01825 713876 
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Mobï07516 982168 Ian Penny 
All aspects of building undertaken 

 

Carpentry          Brickwork       Stonework 
Plumbing          Decorating      Roofing  
Design              Hard landscaping 

 

Specializing in older properties 
Over 40 years building in this area 

(Continued from page 6) 
Keeping informed and involved in local planning ensures our communityôs best      
interests are represented. If you have concerns or wish to contribute, consider          
attending meetings or joining the Parish Council. 

Martin Craddock 

Other Useful links are: 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  

And you can also follow the Parish Council on Twitter and Facebook. 

Parish Council Meeting DatesðApril 2025 

N.B. Please note that meeting dates and times are subject to change so please check on 
the Parish website or call the office beforehand if you are interested in attending. 

    

    

    

Tuesday 1
st
 April 

Finance and 
Administration 
Committee 

Maresfield Parish 
Council Office 

10:00am 

Tuesday 15
th
 April Full Council 

Maresfield Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 
  

Monday 28
th
 April 

Planning     
Committee 

Fairwarp Village 
Hall 

7:30pm 

https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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Monday Home Group will be meeting at Jean Kemmôs 
home, Holtye, Nether Lane on both Monday 14th and 
Monday 28th April at 10.30am.   
 
We shall be studying St Paulôs letter to the church at    
Philippi helped by the Bible Reading Fellowship booklet 
Guidelines.  

           You are welcome!  For further information call 713704. 
 
 
Midweek Homegroup will meet at 10.30am on Thursdays 3rd 
and 24th of April 2025 at Muriel Parkerôs home.  We will   
continue our study of the Book of   Revelations, which was 
written in response to the persecution of Christians       
throughout the Roman empire.  
 
We would be pleased to welcome any new members, if         
interested please contact Roger or Liz at 
r.lloyd75@btinternet.com for information. Thank you. 

 

Home Group West will meet on Friday 11th April at Guildawn, 
Sarah Smithôs home and Friday 25th April at Sally Buttonôs 
home, Little Staplens.    We start at 10:30am with coffee and 
cake and continue with our study of Ezra. Anyone interested in 
joining the group should contact Jackie Norman on 712056 for 
further details. 

 
 
Nutley Ladies Friendship Circle continues with its 2025 
programme on     Thursday 10th April with a Talk by Vivien 
Woods which is entitled  ñTom Sayers,  his journey to fameò,    
We meet in the church hall starting at 3 pm.   For further    
details please ring Jackie Norman on 712056. 
 

     

 
Leprosy Mission Appeal.    Thank you for your generous 
support in the past.  Sadly the problem is on going and 
still  needôs our help and support.  Donations  may be   
given at the Coffee Pop In on Wednesday April 9th be-
tween 10.00am and 11.00am.  We hope to see you there!  
                  Jo Wright.  

mailto:r.lloyd75@btinternet.com
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Coffee Pop In 
We meet between 10 and 11 on Wednesday mornings in the Church Hall, for cof-
fee or tea, cakes and a catch up. Itôs lovely to see faces, old and new, each week. 
No charge, donations invited. More volunteers for baking and serving always 
much appreciated, so please let any of us on the rota know if you would like to 
help and we will be happy to welcome you.  
 
 April 2nd            Sonja Booy and Anne Potts 
 April 9th             Barbara Newson and Maddie Bladon 
 April 16th           Carole and Bruce Morley 
 April 23rd           Sally and John Button 
 April 30th           Helen and Jock Compson 
 May 7th              Susan Edwarde and Pauline Simpson 
 May 14th            Sonja Booy and Jenny Holmes  

 
 

Sunrise Caf® 
Sunrise is open every Friday morning during term 
time, 9am-10am in Nutley Church Hall. Everyone is 
welcome; we offer free tea, coffee, soft drinks and 
lots of homemade scones and of course cake!   
 
This month there will be Easter Card crafts and an 
Easter Egg hunt and on other weeks there will be  
edible crafts for our young toddlers to enjoy.  We also 
have lots of soft toys, books, a fun slide and colouring 
in books. 

 
Weôd love to see you, whatever age you are, please pop in for a cuppa. 
Valerie and Wendy  

 

The Village Lunch 

Village lunch will be on 14th this month. Look forward to seeing you. But 
please let me know if you would like to join us. 

 
 Any donations received this month will be given to 
The Leprosy Mission. Once a year Jo Wright makes 
a collection for this cause that is still in    desperate 
need of funds to help many people with this awful 
disease. 
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South Ashdown Schoolsô Federation (Bonners and Buxted Schools) 
 

An exciting opportunity has arisen to join the South Ashdown 
Governing Board as a Co-opted or Foundation Governor!  

The education system and our schools could not exist without 
the dedication, time, and effort of every single volunteer      
governor both locally and nationally. At any one time, East 
Sussex has approximately 1600 - 1800 governors across the 
county.  

Governors are responsible for overseeing the management side of a school:     
strategy, policy, budgeting and staffing. They enable their school to run as effec-
tively as possible, working alongside senior leaders and supporting teachers to 
provide excellent education to children. Being a school governor is a commitment 
to attending governing body meetings that consider issues such as setting the 
school vision, mitigating financial risk, and scrutinizing educational outcomes. 
They are also involved in the school community, acting as critical friends to the 
headteacher and senior leaders.  

All governors have a different motivation to be involved and come with different 
backgrounds of skills, knowledge, and experience from work and home lives and 
schools benefit greatly from working with these skilled volunteers. 

Please contact the Clerk to Governors at clerk@sasf.org.uk for further              
information and an application form.  
Becoming a school governor | East Sussex County Council 
 
 

 
Nutley Church of England Primary School 

 
We are extremely grateful for yet another        
wonderful Easter Service at St James the Less 
church, where the children displayed their         
beautiful Easter crosses. Thank you Reverend Ben 
for your lovely sermon! Parents, children and staff 
all enjoyed the celebration! Other Easter news: our 
amazing Parents and Friends  Association have 
worked collaboratively with the Pre-School, Little 
Deers, to  involve the local community in their 
Easter Trail event in Nutley. Our school aims to 
work more closely with Little Deers and will be 
hosting the pre-school children for a óRhyme 
Timeô session this month.  

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/support-for-teachers/school-governors/governors#:~:text=Volunteer%20as%20a%20school%20governor,DBS%20check%20%2D%20GOV.UK.
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 At Nutley CE Primary School, mental health and emotional wellbeing, as well 
as meeting the needs of our children with special educational needs, has always 
been at the heart of what we do. We are very proud to have an excellent THRIVE 
practitioner who effectively supports our childrenôs social and emotional          
development, ensuring they feel safe, supported and ready to learn. Our new 
Zones of Regulation room (see picture) gives our children the space to manage 
their  feelings and get themselves back into a healthy place. 
 
April is also an important month for our school as the consultation process for 
joining Pioneer Federation comes to an end. Nutley CE Primary has been working 
in partnership with the federation since September 2024. Staff have been          
benefitting from sharing expertise and the children have enjoyed Forest School 
with the Pioneer school children. We aim to join the federation and work even 
more collaboratively in the future.  
 
For more information about our school: www.nutleyprimaryschool.org.uk 
 

 
Nutley Little Deers 

 
Little Deers are celebrating the start of spring by reading The Very Hungry     
Caterpillar, learning all about how caterpillars become beautiful butterflies. 
The children are spending time in the garden and soaking up the sunshine we have 
been having. 
 
With Easter round the corner, we have got together with Nutley C of E Primary 
School and we are running a Bunny Hunt and Egg Hunt on the morning of      
Sunday 6th April. We are hosting at the Nutley War Memorial Hall where there 
will be refreshments, sweet treats and crafts for the children too. Please come 
along and join in the fun! 
 
We are currently seeking a Preschool Manager on a maternity cover basis. If 
you are interested or know anybody that might be, please contact 
chair@nutleypreschool.org.uk because we would love to hear from you! 
Wishing all our Little Deers and the community a lovely Easter. 

mailto:chair@nutleypreschool.org.uk
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Nutley Horticultural Society 

Qur Spring Show is being held this year on 29th of March, at 
2 pm in the Nutley Memorial Hall. 
 
On Wednesday 23rd April there will be a talk in the         
Nutley Memorial Hall by Fergus Garrett, head gardener at 

Great Dixter. Mr. Garrettôs subject is óSuccession  Plantingô, and his talk starts at 
7.30 pm. Non-Members will be charged Ã5,  members free.   Everyone is         
welcome to come along and enjoy the occasion. 
 
After that, our next group activity will be  the Bring & Buy plant sale, on          
10th May. More details of that later.   

Claire Sullivan 01825 712316 .     
Horti. web-site:    www.nutleyhorticulturalsociety.org.uk    
 

Ashdown Evergreens 
 

At this month's meeting we had a very interesting talk by Michaele Wynn-Jones 
who had been an Education Visitor to Lewes Prison. Her work entailed teaching 
some of the inmates to read during their short stay as 'on remand' clients!         
Together with the appalling conditions that they live in which did not go well 
with trying to re-educate them as their upbringing had often been in care. 
 
At our April meeting on Friday, the 4th we will have Pat Bryer coming along to 
talk about Joyce Grenfell which should prove most entertaining. 
 
We meet in the Memorial Hall from 3.15pm to 5pm and welcome any new mem-
bers or guests. Should you wish to know more about the Club please phone 01825 
714609 and speak to either Liz or Roger Lloyd. 
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Barcombe Based  

PEST CONTROL 
SERVICE 

20 Yearsõ Experience 

Rats      Mice    Moles  
Squirrels     Wasps  

 

Competitive Rates  

Call Richard  
 

07702 014452  
01273 401237  

Nutley Memorial Trust CIO 
 

Your local venue for special occasions 
charity events and more.  

 

Exceptionally large modern hall for hire by 
the hour.  

 

Also available are two smaller rooms for com-
mittee meetings, lunches or classes. 

 

For more information or to make a booking 
please contact 

 

Niki on 01825 712465 

Visit our website: 
www.nutley-war-memorial-hall.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/NutleyWarMemorialTrust 

http://www.nutley-war-
http://www.nutley-war-
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Fletching Singers Spring Concert 
St Margaret The Queen, Buxted, TN22 4AY.   

Saturday 26th April 7.30pm 
Featuring John Rutterôs The Sprig of Thyme and Feel the Spirit 

 
The Sprig of Thyme is a delightful collection of folk songs from the British 
Isles.  Feel the Spirit gathers together a selection of spirituals both moving and 
joyously uplifting, originally scored for choir and mezzo soprano soloist, it 
works equally well with a baritone soloist and we are excited to have well-
known West End singer Nigel Richards as our soloist.  Pianist Christopher Har-
ris. Directed by Ansy Boothroyd.   
 
Tickets Ã12.50 until 22nd April, or Ã15 on the door.  Available online at      
http://www.fletchingsingers.co.uk , from members or by calling 07802 855113 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chelwood Gate and Danehill Village Market  
Saturday 17th May 2025 

 

Come along to this lovely village market which will be selling a variety of    
locally sourced cheese, meat, bread, cakes and pastries, India curries and 
snacks.  Also craft stalls selling jewelry, cards, handbags and clothing. Held at 
the Village Hall, in Beaconsfield Road, Chelwood Gate, RH17 7LE from 10am 
until 2pm. 
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April 2025: Bluebell Hues 

By Kerry Williams: Communications Officer ï Conservation 

Like many people, Bluebells are a blast of nostalgia for me. I 
remember woodland days out as a kid; clambering up trees and 
scrawling thrilling finds like óWoodpigeonô in biro in soggy 
exercise books. Bluebell season always required a visit. Thereôs 
not much like the all-encompassing violet thwack of Bluebells 
in ancient woodland. Sickly-sweet scent in your nostrils, the 

hues of the rich indigo carpet somehow also hanging in the air, and the understory 
buzzing with busy pollinators, who, just like you, are making the most of this 
abundant explosion. 

We love a limited edition, a special experience that we must make the most of. 
Like one-off characters in your cereal box, like happy hour, like Nightingales. 
And Bluebell fever is no different. Every April and May, Sussex woodlands erupt 
with millions of these vivid beauties, announcing that spring truly, finally,        
fabulously, has sprung. This early flowering provides a welcome bounty for  
struggling wildlife and allows Bluebells to make the most of the sunlight before 
the woodland canopy becomes too dense. 

Like many of our native wildflowers, the British Bluebell is up against it. At risk 
from habitat loss of precious ancient woodland, and threatened by a changing  
climate, the plant is also in competition with an interloper; the Spanish Bluebell. 
A non-native species, the Spanish Bluebell tends to outcompete its native       
counterpart for resources such as light and space. It can also hybridise with our 
native species, diluting the native Bluebellôs characteristics. So how can you tell 
these two species apart? 

The native Bluebell, Hyacinthoides non-scripta, has narrow leaves and tubular-
bell shaped flowers of deep-violet blue which curl back at the edges. The flowers 
are generally down one side of the stem, which has a distinctive droop to it. The 
Spanish species, Hyacinthoides hispanica, has broader leaves and a paler blue, 
conical shaped flower. The stem is upright and covered with flowers on all sides. 
A big difference between the two is the Spanish has no scent, whilst the native 
Bluebell smells sweet. 

The idea of plants óescapingô your garden invokes notions of under-the-cover-of-
darkness creeping, but itôs easier than you think for non-native species to go 
astray. Uncovered cuttings and garden waste can easily blow into communal areas 
or can be carried by animals, to proliferate in new, wild areas. If choosing to plant 
Bluebells in your garden, itôs best to choose the UK species for this reason. In a 
small way you could be supporting our native species to recolonise our wild 
woodlands, and to keep them smelling sweet. 
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CHAILEY REPAIR CAF£ ï FROM SEWING MACHINES TO EGGCUPS!!!! 
 
We were seriously busy at the last Chailey Repair Caf®, where we tackled a sewing 
machine, a broken eggcup, a bat detector, a headless ceramic lady, a cuckoo clock, a 
pressure washer, a Furby,  several  toasters  and more than 50 other repairs! Our   
talented fabrics team will always do their best to repair clothing and zips. Please note 
that, although  we don't have time to do zip replacements, we can nearly always fix 
them for you!    
 
As we head into Spring, weôll now start seeing your cycles which have been loitering 
in sheds and need some attention, as well as mowers and garden machinery such as 
trimmers and hedge cutters (you know - those ones where you have accidently cut 
through the leadé.??!!!) 
 
Bring us your garden tools which need sharpening and our   state of the art          
sharpening machine will soon sort those  out, as  well as your kitchen  knives and 
workshop  tools.  
 
Our 2025 dates are easy to remember ï we are open every 2nd Saturday of each 
month between 10am ï 1pm (8th Mar, 12th April,  10th May and so on). Please       
remember that we can get very busy, so be prepared to wait and enjoy some          
refreshments while you do so. Only one item at a time please (although you can go 
round again if thereôs time) and try not to arrive too late as we may not be able to            
accommodate you! 
 
Our 2025 posters and flyers with all our dates are available at the Caf®, so you wonôt 
forget.  And don't forget to pick up a free car sticker and one of our smart bamboo 
pens so you can spread the word! 
 
Chailey Repair Caf® is part of a  world-wide movement where volunteer experts   
repair things free of charge ï although a donation towards running costs is invited. 
Anyone can bring along broken items or clothing needing repair from home, and 
have a cuppa and a cake while they wait. 
 
Not sure if we can fix your stuff? Contact  us at chaileyrc@gmail.com and weôll see 
what we can do to help. 
 
See you very soon!! 
 
Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Caf® team 

mailto:chaileyrc@gmail.com
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Solutions on page 31 
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TJN LOCKS 
Tim Norris, Locksmith 

 

MLA trained for all door & window locks 

for security & peace of mind 
 

Office: 01342 823 250  

Mobile: 07973 600 618  
 

tjnlocks@gmail.com    

www.tjnlocks.co.uk 

Hartfield Road, Forest Row, RH18 5BZ 

Rupert Thacker 
 

A complete furniture restoration 
service and suppliers of country 

furniture 
Estimates Free 

 

Tel & Fax: 01825 713111 (Workshop) 
Mobile: 07950 035044 

e-mail: sales@rupert-thacker.com 
web: www.rupert-thacker.com 

mailto:tjnlocks@gmail.com
http://www.tjnlocks.co.uk
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bǳǘƭŜȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ 
 

Albert Turner was a wealthy business man living in Nutley who was involved in 
many ventures and owned a considerable number of properties. His main         
residence was The Limes and although we have no photos from when it was his 
private house it later became the The Limes Guest House as shown in the photo 
below from the late Peter Kirby. 
 
In 1921 it is still a private house with Mrs May Turner living there                   
independently with her two sons aged 43 and 45, with two female servants aged 
just 16.   
 
In July 1939 The Limes Hotel was put up for auction having recently been the 
subject of great expenditure.  It had full central heating and h and c water in     
bedrooms.  There were 10 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, with 3 lounges and a    
garage  for 6 cars.  I always find it intriguing there is no mention of how many 
toilets there are, just a note of the number of bathrooms.  I wonder if the           
impending war caused the sale of the Hotel? 
 
I have been told that around 1945 or so the Guest House was run  by Mr and Mrs 
Perman, whose son Donald attended Nutley Primary School.   Itôs  a bit sketchy 
here as in 1947 Mrs Dora Spurr left the freehold of The Limes Hotel to her son 
John.  Does this mean whilst she owned the Hotel, it was managed by Mr and Mrs 
Perman? 
 
Adverts from 1955 indicate it was still a hotel with wedding receptions catered for 
etc.  but for how long the business continued I donôt know.   A postcard from the 
1960ôs shows The Limes Hotel was now called Ashdown House, and in July 1966 
a produce and handicraft show followed the annual meeting of Ashdown         
Evergreens at Ashdown House, Nutley.  
 
My thanks to Peter Freeland and  Vivien Woods.  
Jill Rolfe - Secretary of the Nutley Historical Society  
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NUTLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
We are pleased to welcome back one of our favourite 
speakers - Tony Harris.  Tony is a professional   comedian, 
raconteur and actor who specialises in  historical talks with 
an hysterical twist.  He has spoken to us before about Hen-
ry VIII and last year about Cardinal Wolsely and the Hall 
rocked with laughter. 
 
This year Tony is speaking to us about JACK THE     
RIPPER.  Please donôt be put off by the title - it is not at 
all gruesome. 
 

Tony will be talking to us in the guise of  Sherlock Holmes - the super-sleuth 
who is brought to life by our popular speaker.  Whilst the consulting detective is 
fictional his logical mind will cut through the swathes of evidence and confirm 
once and for all ówhodonitô.   
 
Jack the Ripperôs identity has remained unknown for 137 years but it will be 
revealed in Nutley. 
 
   JACK THE RIPPER BY TONY HARRIS 

THURSDAY 24th APRIL 2025 at 
7.30pm in the Church Hall  

[please note we are starting at the earlier time of 7.30pm] 

Free to Members.  Visitors very welcome ϻп  
wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

 

 
The Historical Society desperately needs about one  
cubic meter of storage for its archive (documents,  
photographs etc,) as we are being asked to remove it 
from the Memorial Hall at very short notice. Anyone 
who can help us out with storage space, please contact  
David Oldbury on 712336 
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GSI  

Property Improvements 

 
Home improvements & repairs 
Bathroom refurbishments & plumb-

ing 
 

Flooring Electrical repairs;   
Painting to plastering; 
Fencing to flat pack; 

 
Design & construction of tree hous-

es and pole houses 
 

For a quote from the company that 
cares 

call Chris in Horsted Keynes  
 

07899 657722 

 

DO YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE? 

1/8th Page   - Ã70 
1/4 Page      - Ã100 
1/2 Page      - Ã175 
Full page     - Ã250 

Contact Joanna Mumford on 
joannamumford@btinternet.com 
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RICHARD GREEN 
INDEPENDENT, FAMILY OWNED AND RUN 

FUNERAL SERVICE & MONUMENTAL MASON 

RICHARD GREEN 
INDEPENDENT, FAMILY OWNED AND RUN 

FUNERAL SERVICE & MONUMENTAL MASON 

Funerals arranged to your specific requirements 
 

Telephones answered personally 24 hours a day 
 

Flexible pre-paid Funeral Plans also available 

125 High Street 
Uckfield 
TN22 1RN 
01825 760601 (24hrs) 
uckfield@rgreenfs.co.uk 

170 High Street 
Lewes 

BN7 1YE 
01273 488121 (24hrs) 
lewes@rgreenfs.co.uk 

 

ŀƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ƻǇǝŎƛŀƴǎ 
¶ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфут 

¶ Cw99 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ wŜǝƴŀƭ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ tŀǝŜƴǘǎ 
¶ bƻǿ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ h/¢ ŜȅŜ ǎŎŀƴ 

¶ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ CǊŀƳŜǎ 
¶ {ŀƳŜ 5ŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ {ǘƻŎƪ [ŜƴǎŜǎ 

¶ Lƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ 
¶ CwL9b5[¸ twhC9{{Lhb![ 9¸9/!w9 

 

фт [ƻƴŘƻƴ wƻŀŘ 
9ŀǎǘ DǊƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 
wIмф м9v  όbŜȄǘ ǘƻ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜύ 

¢ŜƭΥ лмопн ономмр 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ŀƭŜȄϪŀƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ-ƻǇǝŎƛŀƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

ǿǿǿΦŀƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ-ƻǇǝŎƛŀƴǎΦŎƻƳ 
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Nutley Memorial Hall Regular Activities 
 
Please find below details of some of the Clubs and Societies that hold regular classes and 
events.   
 

Hall Regular Classes and Clubs: 
Zumba - Monday 7:00-8:00  sarahdexter@gmail.com 
Nutley Rock & Roll - Tuesday 6:30-10:00  nutleyrockandroll@gmail.com 
Karate - Saturday 9:30-10:30 marc@donfrancesco.cm 
Knit and Natter Thursday 3:30-5:00 donaldandniki@sky.com 
Yoga Wednesday 6:30-7:30 and 7:30-8:30 hello@yogawithadeline.co.uk 
Evergreens over 55 club - 1st Friday in the month - LizLioydofnutley@gmail.com 
Drawing classes with Linda - day and time by arrangement - write2linda@gmail.com 

 

Leaving Party for Niki our Caretaker 
Our wonderful Caretaker Niki and her husband Donald are sadly leaving the Memorial 
Hall towards the End of May.   We are proposing a leaving party for them on Sunday 18th 
May at 2pm.    The Trustees need to know the numbers attending and we hope as many of 
you as possible can come and say your goodbyes.   Helen Bardsley would be grateful if 
you could e mail her to let her know if you would like to 
come.  helen.bardsley@btinternet.com 

 
 
Private Hire of the Hall: 
With Autumn approaching the Hall is a great indoor venue for a childrenôs party and is 
equipped with audio-visual equipment which can be used to show films, as well as a large 
stage for entertainers and lots of space to play and lay tables for party food.  
 

To get more details of the above upcoming events or classes or book 
the hall for private functions or other events please contact Niki on 
01825 712465 or enquiries@nutley-war-memorial-hall.co.uk 
The current rates for the Hall hire are: 
 
Main hall          Ã18.50/hr (Ã16.00 /hr for regular use) 
Easton room   Ã12.50/hr     (Ã11.00 /hr for regular use) 
Miller room      Ã10.50/hr (Ã9.50 /hr for regular use) 

 

mailto:sarahdexter@gmail.com
mailto:nutleyrockandroll@gmail.com
mailto:marc@donfrancesco.cm
mailto:donaldandniki@sky.com
mailto:hello@yogawithadeline.co.uk
mailto:LizLioydofnutley@gmail.com
mailto:write2linda@gmail.com
mailto:helen.bardsley@btinternet.com
mailto:enquiries@nutley-war-memorial-hall.co.uk
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Advertising rates per annum for Nutley Parish News 
(which is A5) are as follows: 
 
 1/8th page  -  Ã70   so from April issue = Ã30 
 ı page  -  Ã100  so from April issue = Ã42 
 İ page  -  Ã170  so from April issue = Ã71 
 Full page - Ã250 so from April issue = Ã105 
 
A graphic file as artwork (not pdf)  should be sent to Jo 
Mumford at joannamumford@btinternet.com   
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P. MOULT & ASSOCIATES 

 
        YOUR LOCAL 

 

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS 
 

25 YEARSô EXPERIENCE 
FREE ESTIMATES 
O.A.P. DISCOUNTS 

ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

TEL MOBILE: 07884 342137 
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Nutley Directory 

 

Ashdown Forest Tourism Association - 713862 

Church Hall Bookings - 712349 

Conservators of Ashdown Forest - 01342 823583 

Ford's Green Management Committee - 712209 

Maresfield Parish Office - 714555 

Memorial Hall Bookings - 712465 

Memorial Hall Trust Committee - 712465 

Nutley Church of England Primary School - 712575 

Nutley Hall Residential Community for Adults with Learning Disabilities - 
712696 

Nutley Nutkins -713753 

Nutley Pre-School Playgroup - 07535 655013 

Wealdlink Community Bus [ Door to Door Shopping service ]  - 01892 771332  

Sporting and Social 

Ashdown Evergreens - 714609 

Ashdown Forest Fine Arts Society - 01342822435 

Bowls Club - 713588/713691 

Short Mat Bowls Club - 713228 

Cricket Club - 763925 

Extended Exercise Class 714797 / 712143 
Football Club - chair@nutleyfc.co.uk   

Historical Society - 712336  

Horticultural Society - 712316 

Ladies Friendship Circle - 712056 

Nutley Windmill  01435 873367.  

RNLI Forest Row - Jill Sharp 01342 826848 or  jjsharp611@gmail.com 

Royal British Legion Nutley Women's Branch - 712239 

Social Club - 712220 

Stoolball Club - 764824 

Table Tennis Club -  371653 

Tennis and Squash Club -07788 713707   

Zumba Fitness Club-714633  

Restaurant and Tea Rooms 

La Casa Ristorante Pizzaria - 713566       

Hathi - 713287 

Premier Village Stores - 712501 
Wych Cross Nurseries - 01342 822705   

mailto:chair@nutleyfc.co.uk

