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The Vicar Writes.    Welcome to the November edition of the      
magazine and I hope this article finds you well.  Iôd like to start by  
saying thank you to those who attended the farewell service for Revd 
Pauline.  It was great to see you and I know it meant a great deal to her.  
Iôd like to take this opportunity to say thank you to Pauline for all the 
ways she has served our village and church over the years and for the 
wisdom and support she has provided as part of the team. 

November is a significant month in lots of ways.  As has been said in the past,       
November is a month of remembering and reflection, and Iôd like to highlight two 
events in particular. 
 

First, we welcome you to join us on Remembrance Sunday (9th November) for a   
service where we will remember those who have given their lives for their country 
and consider where we can find hope.  In Nutley, the service begins at 10:45am and 
will be led by our Reader, William King.  In Maresfield, the service begins at 
10:30am but we welcome you to arrive earlier and be outside the church by 10:15am.  
This will enable you to greet the Royal Corps of Signals, as they arrive at church  
having marched through the village. 
 

On Sunday November 16th at 3pm, we have our annual Lights of Love service in  
Nutley Church.  Lights of love is a service at which we remember lost loved ones and 
have an opportunity to light a candle in their memory and hear their name read out.  
We will also sing, pray, reflect on grief but also consider the hope that Jesus can give. 
 

This is an event for the residents of Maresfield and Nutley and for any who           
experience grief and might find this time helpful.  After the service refreshments are 
available and all are welcome to stay, talk or pray. 
 

The month of November brings into particular focus, for many of us, the reality of 
death and the struggles of the world.  Christians are not immune to the struggles of 
this life, nor can we, like any person, escape the reality of death.  But there is a hope 
that makes a difference. 
 

In 1 Thessalonians chapter 4, the Apostle Paul writes to the church, with these words: 
 
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with 
Jesus [speaking of his future return] those who have fallen asleep in him.ò 
 

Christians grieve, but not in the same way as others, because we believe in a risen 
saviour.  The resurrection of Jesus is an event that has stood the test of time and    
scrutiny.  It backs up who he claimed to be and the words he spoke.  It declares to the 
world that death, terrible as it is, does not have the final word for those who put their 
trust in Jesus.   
Revd Ben 
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Local Government Update 
Local Government Reorganisation  
Yet more on this topic this month. I worry that this subject may 
be of minority interest but people do often ask me about it and it 
will affect the provision of local services. 
Councils were required to tell the government their preference 
for the shape of the new unitary authorities by September 26th. 
The County Council met on September 24th and there was a 

wide ranging debate on the proposal for the current East Sussex to be the footprint 
for the new body- The One East Sussex proposal. This was passed nem.con 
( nemo contradicente- no-one  opposing the proposal). A few abstained but across 
the political spectrum there was strong support. The proposal meets all the criteria 
set out by the government in their White paper. They wanted a population of 
about half a million, they     didnôt want to cut across the boundaries of current 
councils and they didnôt want unnecessary disaggregation of services particularly 
care services, 
Brighton and Hove had put together their own plan for 5 new authorities across 
the whole of Sussex. Each would have a population of just over 300.000 people, 
current District boundaries would be torn up and all the services would have to be 
reconfigured. 
Brighton have, of course, put their plan to the Government. West Sussex have 
suggested one new Unitary covering all of West Sussex. The Government will 
decide what will happen but it will cover all of Sussex. The ball is now in the 
governmentôs court. 
The One East Sussex option was strongly supported by Lewes District Council 
and generally preferred by Eastbourne, Rother and Hastings. Wealden District 
Council led by the Wealden Alliance apparently could not agree to accept either 
One East Sussex or the 3 new ones suggested by Brighton. 
Waste Services. 
Just an early warning that waste services nationally will be changing from next 
year. 
All Councils will have to implement a food waste collection and disposal service. 
This will mean a separate food waste container. This already happens in some 
Council areas including Lewes. 
More detail will be available shortly and I hope to do a fuller report next month. 
 
Roy Galley     cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk     01825 713018        07960 607672 
 

District Council Report 
Supporting Ashdown Forest.   The Council has committed to providing up to 
Ã450,000 to the Ashdown Forest Foundation, to help it protect and preserve the 
Forest for us and future generations. The money will help the Foundation to     
deliver a wide-ranging programme of educational and cultural events inspired by 
the fact that 2026 will be Winnie-the-Poohôs centenary year, while safeguarding 
the landscape that inspired A.A. Milne. It will also support an expanded volunteer 
programme, conservation and community projects. 
 
 

mailto:cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk
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Council debt.   You may have seen a recent BBC report about council debt in 
East Sussex. Its figures were accurate but its explanation was inadequate. 
Wealdenôs finances are split in two. Its council housing is managed and financed 
entirely separately from the rest of what it does. Everything other than housing is 
run through whatôs called the General Fund. That Fund has a healthy surplus and 
will continue to have that while the council exists. Nothing we do through the 
General Fund is funded by borrowing. 
Housing is run through the Housing Revenue Account (óHRAô). Rents and other 
payments from tenants, and government grants for building social housing, go 
into the HRA. So does money we borrow to fund new homes. The money that 
pays for building those new homes and maintaining existing ones comes out of 
the HRA.  The borrowing is repaid from the rents paid by tenants, so our         
development pays for itself. We are not allowed by law to subsidise the HRA 
from the General Fund. 
Spending your money locally.   An independent business intelligence company 
called Tussell (not to be confused with Trussell, which runs a lot of food banks) 
has ranked Wealden as the best council in the country for the proportion of its 
spending that goes to  small and medium enterprises. It has also ranked us as 2nd 
best in south-east England for local spending. In 2024/5 almost half of Wealdenôs 
spending went to local businesses and almost 10% was spent in Wealden itself. 
Given that we donôt have any large towns or cities, that is a considerable     
achievement. 
And last but not leasté..   Local government reorganisation: as I anticipated in 
my last article, the Cabinet decided that we could not support any of the proposals 
made by the other councils in Sussex (including Brighton) for the new structure. 
We think that East Sussex as it stands is too large to be administered properly and 
democratically by one authority. Brightonôs proposal for 5 authorities covering 
what is now East & West Sussex and Brighton is more in line with our thinking, 
but the governmentôs unnecessarily rushed timetable meant that we didnôt have 
enough time to consider it properly, let alone consult you about it. Hastingsôs  
proposal to abolish the county councils and administer everything through a    
federation of the existing district and borough councils is interesting but so     
contrary to what the government has said it wants that it stands little chance of 
acceptance. This too came out very late in the process, which prevented detailed 
analysis. 
In any case, as I said last month, the whole process has been carried out back to 
front ï without sorting out the finances first, itôs impossible to make a sensible 
recommendation to the government. We therefore decided to say this openly,  
rather than try to make the best of a bad job.   
You can see the different proposals at  

council.wealden.gov.uk/mgChooseDocPack.aspx?ID=6008 . 

Ian Tysh       Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk     01825 714639 

mailto:Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk
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DAVE CORNISH 
PEST CONTROL 

(moles, wasps, mice, rats etc) 
 

Telephone 
07718 882478 

Head Office 
01825 713876 
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        Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter 

Parish Council Finances 
The Parish Council is setting a budget for the next financial year (2026/27) and 
this expenditure becomes the basis of the Parish Precept part of your annual  
Council Tax Bill. The budget setting process will commence at the October 28th 
meeting of the Finance and Administration Committee and continues at the      
November 18th and December 16th meetings of the Parish Council. All Parish 
Council and Committee meetings are open to the public and start with an        
allocated time for members of the public to raise issues and ask questions. Please 
contact the Parish Clerk for an invitation.  
 
Become a Parish Councillor 
I wrote at length last month about the structure of Local Government and        
included an appeal for volunteers to come forward to serve as Parish Councillors.  
Our quota of Councillors is 14 but for a considerable time we have had only 10 
Councillors.  
With the forthcoming reorganisation of local government there will be new     
challenges for Parish Councils and their responsibilities could well expand. As 
the Government continues to relax planning policies we anticipate at least one 
new major application in Maresfield (for over 200 homes) on land allocated in 
the draft Wealden Local Plan. The Parish Council will need to respond             
vigorously and ensure that the plans, if approved, include appropriate community 
benefits.  
So, I make no apologies for repeating that we need your help. We are four short 
of our quota and would encourage any public spirited person from Fairwarp, 
Maresfield or Nutley to step up, please!! Contact Nancy our Clerk for further   
information. 
 
Our Parish Clerk works from the Parish Office and visitors are welcome. Visiting 
hours are 10.30 to 12.30 Monday to Friday by prior appointment, please. (E-mail 
clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or phone 714555). 
 
 
To keep up to date about local matters the internet and social media are           
invaluable resources. Useful links are: 
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/           http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/      
 
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/       https://www.ashdownforest.org/  
 
And you can also follow us on Facebook. 
  
Martin Craddock ï Chairman Maresfield Parish Council 
(Meeting dates on page 7) 

mailto:clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk
https://my.wealden.gov.uk/
http://www.maresfieldparish.org.uk/
http://www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk/
https://www.ashdownforest.org/
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AI Voice Cloning: Scammers Mimic Your Loved Ones 
A new type of scam is emerging, using artificial intelligence to clone voices that 
we know and trust.  Using readily-available software, fraudsters can replicate the 
voice of your spouse, child, or elderly parent with remarkable accuracy to create a 
new and convincing type of fraud which is spreading fast. 
The technology behind these scams, known as AI voice cloning, is simple to use. 
A short clip ð  perhaps just 15 or 30 seconds ð of someoneôs speech is enough 
to train software to reproduce their voice convincingly. These samples can come 
from a wide variety of sources such as social media posts, online videos, or even 
voicemails ï anywhere that gives the criminals a clean sample. Once they have 
this data, the tools to generate speech in that personôs voice are widely available 
and inexpensive. 
There are growing concerns about the misuse of cloned voices to impersonate 
public figures, business leaders, or even officials. In one instance, fraudsters used 
a cloned voice of a prominent US politician to try to set up conversations with 
foreign ministers. Although these examples grab headlines, the technology is also 
being widely applied to target ordinary people. 
Reports from around the world illustrate how effective this can be. In a recent 
case from Kanpur, India, scammers cloned a relativeôs voice to persuade a man 
that there was a medical emergency. The victim, panicked by hearing what he 
thought was his loved oneôs urgent plea for help, transferred a large sum of     
money before discovering his mistake. 
Here in the UK, consumer protection agencies have warned of similar incidents. 
Elderly people, in particular, are targeted with calls that sound exactly like a    
relative in distress. The voice might claim to have been in an accident, arrested 
abroad, or robbed while travelling, pleading for money to be wired immediately. 
The waves of email scams have taught us to be cautious of emails from strangers, 
or requests to click odd links, or even suspicious of unknown callers.  However, 
the realistic sound of a familiar voice makes these scams highly effective and can 
easily catch one off guard. 
So what can we do? Experts suggest setting up a ñfamily safe wordò that would 
never come up in casual conversation. If you receive a distress call from a loved 
one, asking them to repeat this word can quickly expose an imposter. It is also a 
good idea to hang up and call back on a known number. 
Communicating these risks to family members is important. Many older adults 
are not aware that this technology exists and may trust a familiar voice over their 
better judgment, especially in the shock of hearing a that voice in crisis. 
Until stronger protections are in place, the best defence is awareness. Have     
conversations with your family, agree on verification steps and remind each other 
to pause and check, even in an apparent emergency.  Scammers try to create    
urgency precisely to stop you from taking basic verification steps.  A few        
moments of well-chosen caution can prevent heartbreak and financial loss.  
Roger Lyons,  RL  Computer Solutions  
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Carol Serviceð6.30pm on 21st  December in church 
Would you like the  opportunity to sing carols, then look no further than the    
Nutley Church  annual Carol Service, which is being held on Sunday, 
21st       December, at 6.30pm. 
 
We will be forming a Christmas choir for this service - and all will be welcome to 
join in.  
 
Rehearsals take place on Thursday evenings and immediately before the service 
on the 21st December.    All rehearsals in the church. 
All words and music will be provided in a folder. In addition to the well known     
popular carols, there will be special choir piecesðhence joining the rehearsals is   
essential. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Pam for more de-
tails  ï you will be made very welcome. No previous 
singing, reading of music or choral experience is neces-
sary in order for you to take part.  
 
Further information is available from Pam Marsh       
 pamroykathryn@aol.com   
 
 
 
 
 

Nutley Horticultural Society 

We do look forward to meeting you.Recently volunteers planted 1000 mixed   
crocus bulbs in the grassy roadside bank outside Nutley Hall, and around the   
Nutley sign to the south of the village.  Hopefully this will add to the wonderful 
spring display we all enjoy along the A22 which was planted by the Society in 
previous years. 
 
Autumn is a time of mellowing colours, harvest, tidying our gardens and planting 
our own bulbs in readiness for the New Year ( and Spring Show! ) More news 
next month about our AGM when you are welcome to join us.  
www.nutleyhorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nutleyhorticulturalsociety.org.uk
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Chelwood Gate and Danehill Village Market  
Saturday, 15th November 

Come along and support our Christmas  Village 
Market which will be selling a variety of locally 
sourced cheese, meat, bread, cakes and pastries, 
Indian curries and snacks.  Also craft stalls selling 
jewelry, cards, handbags and   clothing. 

This will be held at the Danehill Memorial Hall 
from 10am until 2pm.There will be festive fare and a festive tombola. Proceeds 
from the tombola from the last  market were  for the Seniors Tea party in December 
& the tombola money from the next market will be donated to St Peter & St Jamesô 
Hospice. 

Ashdown Evergreens.   At our meeting on Friday, 3 October we 
welcomed Janie Ramsay who gave a most informative and       
interesting talk about her life and work within the  antiques     
business. 
Our next meeting takes place on Friday, 7 November when Ian 
Worley will be telling us about his adventure ñRacing through the 
Southern Oceanò. 
If you have not yet visited Evergreens and are over 50 and have recently moved to 
the village, why not come along and see what we are about. Membership is Ã20 
per year renewable in February. Monthly meetings: Members - Ã4/Guests - Ã5. 
If you would like to know more please give either Roger or myself a call on 
01825 714609. 

 
Nutley Bowling Club.   On Saturday 4 October the club held 
its annual quiz night at the Nutley Memorial Hall. Once 
again it was a well supported event bringing 13 teams to 
compete over 8 rounds plus the 2 marathon picture rounds. 
The winners were from Felbridge Bowls Club.  
Teams were asked to bring their own drinks, glasses and nib-

bles knowing that sandwiches would be provided after 4 rounds. Walking round 
the hall, the extent of nibbles on some tables appears to be a little more than a 
nibble !! It was a night out to be enjoyed. 
It was certainly a very enjoyable event, friendly, a bit of a memory test but     
nothing too serious. We were well supported with the raffle helping the funds 
needed for the village bowling club. 
On Wednesday 15 October the club held its Presentation Lunch at the Pig and 
Butcher pub in Five Ashdown when the various trophies were presented to the 
winners of the internal competitions held during the summer. The names of the 
winners were reported in the September issue of this magazine. 
Although the season is over, members of the club will be working throughout the 
winter and spring to maintain the green and its clubhouse, waiting to start all over 
again in April. Why not pop in on a Tuesday morning the chances are somebody 
will be there. 
Mike Evans 01825 713691 
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Nutley Historical Soceity 
For our final talk of the year we are pleased to welcome Delia Taylor who is pre-

senting an illustrated  talk about Coco Chanel. 
 
Coco Chanel was born in poverty and went on to 
become the richest woman in the world.  She lived 
for the first 16 years of her life in an orphanage 
and rose to become one of the most famous fash-
ion designers of the 20th century.  She achieved 
this by moving in high society and taking ad-
vantage of the wealthy men she attracted who 

showered her with apartments, shops and the means to design and create some of 
the most iconic clothes for wealthy women across the world.  Along the way she 
made enemies and caused outrage when it was revealed she had collaborated with 
the enemy during WW2.  She was a fascinating and complex woman - with a life 
story to match. 
The talk is on Thursday 27th November at the Church Hall and starts at 7.30pm 
 
Free to Members, Visitors very welcome Ã4. 
 

Nutley Historical Society Archives 
 
Whilst this is the final talk, we have a Christmas Party planned in December for 
Members only [this is not shown on the Programme] and we will be finalising our 
plans for this event at this meeting. 
Murial Parker who was a former Chairman of the Nutley Historical Society gave 
me some of her files and amongst which was a photo of Commander Marsh with 
Mr Owen alongside him, and both of these gentlemen were on the Board of    
Conservators, and both at some time were Chairmen.  The photo is from 1953 
with Commander Marsh who lived at Nutley, on the left with Mr Owen who lived 
at Colemanôs Hatch on the right. 
 
As Iôm writing this [mid-August] we are in the middle of    
another heatwave and there are great fears of a forest fire in 
our neck of the woods - this concern even being broadcast on 
the evening news - because forest fires were raging elsewhere 
and control of them was proving difficult. 
 
In 1933 the Board initiated secret plans to deal with the Forest 
fires and the Hon. Major Rupert Barrington who was          
Vice-Chairman of the Board refused to discuss the fires as ñI 
live in the middle of it and I am not going to say anything.ò 
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 Barcombe Based  

PEST CONTROL 

Rats      Mice    Moles  
Squirrels     Wasps  

 

Competitive Rates  

Call Richard  
 

07702 014452  
01273 401237  

Nutley Memorial Trust CIO 
 

Your local venue for special occasions 
charity events and more.  

 

Exceptionally large modern hall for hire by 
the hour.  

 

Also available are two smaller rooms for com-
mittee meetings, lunches or classes. 

 

For more information or to make a booking 
please contact 

 

Visit our website: 
www.nutley-war-memorial-hall.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/NutleyWarMemorialTrust 

From the Minutes of the Board it is clear for a long while there had been concern 
over the fires and the private detective which had been proposed at their last     
meeting had declined to accept the offer.  The Chief of the County Police had   
taken a special interest in the fires and had detailed six plain clothes men from 
Uckfield for detective duty on the Forest.  Mr Owen suggested that instead of plain 
clothes men roaming on the Forest they should instead keep watch on the three 
men seriously suspected in the involvement of the fires.  Approximately 40 fires 
had been reported burning an area of approximately 1200 acres and it was         
suggested that one man in suitable disguise should frequent the Colemanôs Hatch 
Inn. 
 
Do you think it likely that today six officers from the local police force would 
roam the forest in disguise?  I wonder what would be their disguise.  I suspect 
there were a few police officers who would be willing to keep watch on the     
Colemanôs Hatch Inn! 
 
 
My thanks to Muriel Parker.   
Jill Rolfe of the Nutley Historical Society     

http://www.nutley-war-
http://www.nutley-war-
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Coffee Pop In November 2025 
 

We welcome you between 10 and 11 on Wednesday mornings in the Church Hall, 
for coffee or tea, cakes and a catch up. No charge, donations invited. More      
volunteers for baking and serving always much appreciated, and many thanks for 
all those on the rota for their great baking and warm hospitality.  
 
 Nov 5th                Carole and Bruce Morley 
 Nov 12th              Sally and John Button 
 Nov 19th             Susan Edwarde and Pauline Simpson 
 Nov 26th              Helen and John Compson 
 Dec 3rd                Sonja Booy and Jenny Holmes 
 Dec 10th              Barbara Newson and Maddie Bladon 
 Dec 17th              Carole and Bruce Morley  

                                                  
 

 
Sunrise Caf®  is open every Friday morning during term time, 
9am-10am in Nutley Church Hall. Everyone is welcome; we 
offer free tea, coffee, soft drinks and lots of homemade scones 
and of course cake!   

If you havenôt visited us before, please pop in and enjoy a cup of 
tea or coffee with us on a Friday morning; meet new friends, catch up with old friends 
and if you have tots or pre-school children there are a range of toys, books and games 
for them to play with while you enjoy some the homemade goodies on offer! 

We look forward to seeing you, everyone will be made very welcome.                                  
Valerie & Wendy 
 
 
 
Village Lunch.    This monthôs village lunch will be on Monday 10th in the 
church hall at 12.30. 
 
 We have our regular volunteers that bring a dessert but it would be great if we 
could put a few more people on the list. It could be just once a year if we had 
enough volunteers. If you feel you could be one of those people, when you book 
your place please let me know. 
 
Remember, places are limited so itôs wise to book  early. 
 
Contact me at 371653 or 
sallybutton23@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 



19 

 

Monday Home Group.    On Monday 10th November at 
10.30am we shall be meeting at Pauline Simpsonôs 
home,The Robbins, High Street and on 24th November at 
Jean Kemmôs home, Holtye, Nether Lane.  
 
 Using our Guidelines booklet and various passages from 

the Old Testament we shall be thinking about how we live along with people of 
different faiths.  
You are welcome to join us! 
 For information please call Jean Kemm 01825 713704. 
 
 
Midweek Homegroup will meet at 10.30am on Thursdays 13th 
and 27th of November 2025 at the home of Muriel Parker.  
 
We are now studying the Gospel of Luke, which tells the full 
story of the birth and life of both Jesus and John the Baptist. It 
explains the ministry of John and of Jesus from Galilee to        
Jerusalem and culminates with the resurrection and ascension of the Lord.  
 
We would be pleased to welcome any new members. If you are interested, please 
contact Roger or Liz at r.lloyd75@btinternet.com for information. Thank you. 
 
 

 
Homegroup West will meet on Friday 14th and Friday 28th No-
vember. We start at 10 30pm with coffee and our meetings in No-
vember will be at Guildawn, Sarah Smithôs home. If you would 
like to join us contact Jackie Norman on 712056. 
 
 

 
 
 
Nutley Ladies Friendship Circle will meet on Thursday 13th 
November in the Church Hall starting at 3pm. Our speaker will 
be from Uckfield Heritage. We welcome new members.      
Contact Jackie Norman  on 712056 for further details. 
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TJN LOCKS 
Tim Norris, Locksmith 

 

MLA trained for all door & window locks 

for security & peace of mind 
 

Office: 01342 823 250  

Mobile: 07973 600 618  
 

tjnlocks@gmail.com    

www.tjnlocks.co.uk 

Hartfield Road, Forest Row, RH18 5BZ 

Rupert Thacker 
 

A complete furniture restoration 
service and suppliers of country 

furniture 
Estimates Free 

 

Tel & Fax: 01825 713111 (Workshop) 
Mobile: 07950 035044 

e-mail: sales@rupert-thacker.com 
web: www.rupert-thacker.com 

mailto:tjnlocks@gmail.com
http://www.tjnlocks.co.uk
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DO YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE 
In Nutley Parish News? 

 

1/8th page ¾70 per annum 
1/4 page ¾100 per annum 
1/2 page ¾175 per annum 
Full page ¾250 per annum 

Email for more information 
joannamumford@btinternet.com 

DEAN FERGUSON 
Your Local Electrician 

OVER 30 YEARSõ EXPERIENCE 

Registered with NAPIT to self certify to Part P 

Tel 01825 723661 Mob 07754 000147 
Email:deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk 

NO JOB TOO BIG 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Labour VAT-free 
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GSI  

Property Improvements 

 
Home improvements & repairs 
Bathroom refurbishments  

& plumbing 
 

Flooring Electrical repairs;   
Painting to plastering; 
Fencing to flat pack; 

 
Design & construction of tree  
houses and pole houses 

 
For a quote from the company that 

cares 
call Chris in Horsted Keynes  

 

07899 657722 
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23 

 

 

RICHARD GREEN 
INDEPENDENT, FAMILY OWNED AND RUN 

FUNERAL SERVICE & MONUMENTAL MASON 

RICHARD GREEN 
INDEPENDENT, FAMILY OWNED AND RUN 

FUNERAL SERVICE & MONUMENTAL MASON 

Funerals arranged to your specific requirements 
 

Telephones answered personally 24 hours a day 
 

Flexible pre-paid Funeral Plans also available 

125 High Street 
Uckfield 
TN22 1RN 
01825 760601 (24hrs) 
uckfield@rgreenfs.co.uk 

170 High Street 
Lewes 

BN7 1YE 
01273 488121 (24hrs) 
lewes@rgreenfs.co.uk 

 

ŀƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ƻǇǝŎƛŀƴǎ 
¶ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфут 

¶ Cw99 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ wŜǝƴŀƭ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ tŀǝŜƴǘǎ 
¶ bƻǿ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ h/¢ ŜȅŜ ǎŎŀƴ 

¶ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ CǊŀƳŜǎ 
¶ {ŀƳŜ 5ŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ {ǘƻŎƪ [ŜƴǎŜǎ 

¶ Lƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ 
¶ CwL9b5[¸ twhC9{{Lhb![ 9¸9/!w9 
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9ŀǎǘ DǊƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 
wIмф м9v  όbŜȄǘ ǘƻ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜύ 
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9ƳŀƛƭΥ ŀƭŜȄϪŀƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ-ƻǇǝŎƛŀƴǎΦŎƻƳ 

ǿǿǿΦŀƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ-ƻǇǝŎƛŀƴǎΦŎƻƳ 
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Sussex Wildlife TrustðNovember 2025 ï False Accusations 
By Kerry Williams: Communications Officer ï Conservation, Sussex Wildlife Trust 
From Halloween bunting to sensationalised stories, spiders have an unfair         
creepy-crawly-villain reputation. The shift into autumn often reignites a focus on 
indoor spider sightings, and with it a renewed batch of clickbait fearmongering. 
Some of those getting the worst of it are the false widows.  
Among six species of false widow spider in the UK, three are most common. The 
smaller of the two are native; the Rabbit Hutch Spider and the Cupboard Spider. 
The largest of the three, at 10-14mm body length, is the Noble False Widow.       
Although technically non-native, this species is pretty much part of the furniture, 
having arrived in the 1800s. They are mostly brown in colour with varying pale 
shades and patterns on the abdomen, which sometimes look óskull-shapedô; an    
awkward addition to the PR nightmare.  
The latter two species have been known to deliver a bite to humans. However, like 
most spiders, they are not typically aggressive, sometimes biting in defence when 
handled. As ever, medical advice should be sought if you are concerned or           
vulnerable, but the bite is said to be comparable to a wasp sting.  
Despite the clue in the name, false widows are often aligned with Black Widow  
Spiders. These non-UK species have a more potent bite, which can cause illness in 
humans, though to continue the arachno-advocacy, they are similarly passive in  
behaviour. 
As with many vilified creatures, alarmism can lead to misidentification and incor-
rect reporting. One confusion species for the Noble False Widow is the Missing 
Sector Orb Web Spider. One way to differentiate them is by the webs; the latter   
produces the famous concentric circle style (often with one sector missing!) whereas 
Noble False Widows    create criss-crossing, messy looking ótangleô webs. 
Contrary to the aspersions, spiders make excellent house guests. They are private, 
tidy and keep unwanted flying insects to a minimum, which is especially helpful if 
you have houseplants. If you have a spider in your home this autumn, at best, leave 
them be and observe their fascinating habits. If itôs necessary to move them do so 
gently, using a glass and piece of card, and carefully pop them outside, preferably in 
a similarly protective building, such as a shed, or nearby vegetation. 
Tolerance and coexistence are vital for effective conservation, whether in our wider     
ecosystem, or in our own gardens and homes. With our urban environment           
expanding, we must continue to make space for nature, especially those who, like 
the false widows, are so wrongly maligned.  
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Nutley Little Deers 
 
Our Little Deers have been focussed on spending time 
getting outside this term. The rainy weather hasn't 
stopped them and lots of adventures have been had! 
The children have enjoyed reading The Gruffalo and    
getting involved in lots of Autumn activities, including 
visiting St James the Less Church for Harvest  Festival. 

They had a wonderful time watching all the children from Nutley CE Primary 
School perform their songs and poems, as well as Reverend Ben's  stories. 
The children had a Spooky Tea Party at the end of term and enjoyed doing crafts 
and easting tasty treats!  
November means cooler weather and darker days, but lots of exciting things are in 
store at Nutley Preschool, including preparations for Christmas... yes, already! 
Nutley Christmas Market is now booked at the Nutley War Memorial Hall for Sun-
day 30th November between 10am and 3pm. As normal, it is set to be a very festive 
day, attended by many, with Santa's Grotto, Christmas crafts, lots of  beautiful gifts 
and wares on offer, along with cakes, mince pies and other  refreshments. 
We have a few spaces left for stallholders, so if you are interested, please contact 
Amy at chair@nutleypreschool.org.uk 
Also, we are signed up to Easy Fundraising. This is a great way for us to raise funds 
by supporters just buying things they would usually buy, like your supermarket 
shop, for example. All you need to do is sign up at www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
and select us as your beneficiary (Nutley Preschool Playgroup) and anything you 
buy through the website, we will earn a donation straight to us. There are so many 
retailers that are signed up to this, so it makes it easy for everyone to benefit, just by 
spending money you would usually spend. Thank you in advance for getting 
onboard! 
 

mailto:chair@nutleypreschool.org.uk
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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P. MOULT & ASSOCIATES 

 
        YOUR LOCAL 

 

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS 
 

25 YEARSô EXPERIENCE 
FREE ESTIMATES 
O.A.P. DISCOUNTS 

ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN 
 

TEL MOBILE: 07884 342137 
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Nutley Village Directory 
 

Ashdown Forest Tourism Association - 713862 
Church Hall Bookings - 712349 
Conservators of Ashdown Forest - 01342 823583 
Ford's Green Management Committee - 712209 
Maresfield Parish Office - 714555 
Memorial Hall Bookings - 07356 301322 (Rachel) 
Memorial Hall Trust Committee - 713606 
Nutley Church of England Primary School - 712575 
Nutley Hall Residential Community for Adults with Learning Disabilities - 
712696 
Nutley Nutkins-713753 
Nutley Pre-School Playgroup - 07535 655013 
Nutley Village Day - 712506 
Wealdlink Community Bus [ Door to Door Shopping service ]  01892 771332 
Sporting and Social 
Ashdown Evergreens - 714609 
Ashdown Forest Fine Arts Society - 01342822435 
Bowls Club - 713588/713691 
Short Mat Bowls Club - 713228 
Cricket Club - 763925 
Football Club - 733061 
Historical Society - 713078    
Horticultural Society - 712316 
Ladies Friendship Circle - 712056 
Memorial Hall 200+Draw - 712506 
RNLI Ashdown Forest Branch - 712605 
Royal British Legion Nutley Women's Branch - 712239 
Social Club - 712220 
St Peter and St James Hospice Support Group - 712462 
Stoolball Club - 764824 
Table Tennis Club -  714797 
Tennis and Squash Club - 07821 633808 
Women's Institute - 712506 
Zumba Fitness Club-714633 
Restaurant and Tea Rooms 
Babylon Eco Centre 01825 712300  
Giggles Pub & Restaurant - 713322 
La Casa Ristorante Pizzaria - 713566 
Hathi - 713287 
Premier Village Stores - 712501 
Coolings Garden Centre - 01342 822705   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjykMuL_abWAhXCPFAKHZxbCGcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.principallyspeaking.com%2Ftag%2Fautumn-coloring-page%2F&psig=AFQjCNFF72raQFDReJmCC7i8WaIoX_t_cg&ust=150555752

