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The Vicar Writes

The Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, draw upon the eye-witness accounts of
those who saw Jesus and the events surrounding his life. The authors of the Gospels
often arrange these events in such a way, to deepen our understanding and to ask
questions of us.

In chapter 15 of Mark’s gospel, we have different reactions to Jesus, at the time of his
trial and death, recorded for us.

Busy Soldiers

Roman soldiers put Jesus on the cross. They just saw him as another criminal. They
mocked him as a king, yes, but in the end, they did their job and cast lots for his
clothes, as they would anyone else. Jesus meant nothing to them. They were
indifferent.

Religious Leaders

The religious leaders of the day saw Jesus as someone to be mocked. Jesus had
claimed to be the Messiah (God’s saving king) and had healed others. “He saved
others”, they said, but he can’t save himself.” In that moment they felt vindicated in
their decision to have him arrested. He was no messiah, just a man to be mocked.

Members of the crowd

Several in the crowd mocked Jesus. One ran up, gave Jesus a drink of wine vinegar
and then waited to see if a miracle would occur. He was there for the show, for the
event — hoping for something miraculous, though shows no sign of faith.

A Roman centurion.

In stark contrast was the Roman Centurion. He watched Jesus die and, weighing up
everything he had seen, declared “surely this man was the Son of God.” In that
moment, he believed Jesus’ claims about himself and he worshipped him. In many
ways, he was the last person you would expect to respond like this.

Indifference, mockery, there for the show and, finally, worship.

It is amazing that Mark records all these responses and is thought that Mark did this,
not only to record details of what happened, but to get us thinking. Who do I say Jesus
is? Have I thought about what all this means? There is no question more  important!

I love the fact it was the Roman Centurion who was able see. That his “moment” is
recorded for people to read about, centuries into the future. It reminds us that there is
no such thing as the right type of person to be a Christian. Jesus’s invitation to follow
him, to respond to him, is open to every type of person.

Why not join us at Easter this year? You can find the services advertised online and in
this magazine. You would be very welcome. Why not come and find out more? We
live in a world in desperate need of hope, purpose, reassurance and peace. In Jesus, we
discover the very best of these things. Jesus famously said:

2 <Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. *’ Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. *° For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

I hope you are well and I wish you a Happy Easter.
God Bless Ben

A |
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Sunrise Café is open every Friday morning during term time,
9am-10am in Nutley Church Hall. Everyone is welcome; we
offer free tea, coffee, soft drinks and lots of homemade scones
and of course cake!

Most weeks we have edible crafts for our young visitors to
enjoy. We also have lots of soft toys, books, a fun slide and
colouring in books.

We’d love to see you, whatever age you are, please pop in for a

cuppa.
Valerie and Wendy

Coffee Pop In. We look forward to the end of rainy days and
seeing the early signs of Spring. But whatever the weather, we
enjoy meeting up with you all on Wednesday mornings in the
Church Hall, between 10 and 11am, for a catch up with friends
over coffee and tea, as well as sampling delicious cakes! All
are welcome. Thank you to all those on the rota below, who
provide and serve the refreshments. Donations invited
(minimum £3 suggested). All are welcome.

Ist April Sally and John Button

8th April Susan Edwarde and Pauline Simpson
15th April Helen and Jock Compson

22nd April Sonja Booy and Jenny Holmes

29th April Barbara Newson and Maddie Bladon
6th May Carole and Bruce Morley

13th May Sally and John Button

This month’s lunch will be held at the Church Hall on Monday
13th at 12.30.

If you would like to meet friends for a catch up why not join us?
Please contact me to add your name. Numbers have to be lim-
ited, so make sure you book early.

sallybutton23@yahoo.co.uk Or 371653 Sally
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Monday Home Group. On Monday 13th April at 10.30am we
shall be meeting at Pauline Simpson’s home , The Robbins,
High Street and on 27th April at Theresa Martin’s home,
Talbots, Ridge Close.

We shall be using our Guidelines booklet to study Luke’s Gospel
chapter 17 - “When is God going to do something about our
world?”

You are welcome to join us! For further information call
Jean Kemm on 01825 713704.

Midweek Homegroup will meet on Thursdays 9™ and 23" of
April 2026, at 10.30am at the home of Liz & Roger Lloyd.

We are continuing to study the Gospel of Luke, which tells the
full story of the birth and life of both Jesus and John the Baptist.
It explains the ministry of John and of Jesus from Galilee to
Jerusalem and culminates with the resurrection and ascension

of the Lord.

We would be pleased to welcome any new members. If you are
interested, please contact Roger or Liz at
r.lloydofnutley@gmail.comfor more information. Thank you.

Home Group West will meet on Friday 10th April and on Friday
24th April. We meet at Sarah Smith’s home, Guildawn, starting at
10 30am with coffee. We are currently studying The Lord’s
Prayer. If you would like to join us contact Jackie Norman on
01825 712056.

Nutley Ladies Friendship Circle will meet on Thursday 9th
April at 3pm in the Church Hall. Our speaker will be Martin
Craddock, Chair of Maresfield Parish Council. He will be giving
a talk on the workings of the Parish Council. If you would like to
join NLFC contact Jackie Norman on 01825 7120576.

Ashdown Evergreens. lan Gledhill was the speaker at our
March meeting and his talk about the history of Crystal Palace
(not the football club!!) was extremely interesting and
informative. Our next meeting takes place on April 10th NOT
April 3rd that being Good Friday. Our speaker then will be a
representative from Raystede and all are welcome. Guests £5
including refreshments


mailto:r.lloyd75@btinternet.com
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PLUMBING AND HEATING

Our services : Contact Us:

il boiler installati
6 GasdiOll ballgn ngialiadons e 07875748960 01825 713376

6 Gas & Oil boiler services &

repairs @ eandm.pps.ltd@live.com

c Gas cooker installations

0 Gas & Oil landlord certificates @ eandmplumbingandheating.co.uk

6 Central Heating installations Skilled professional local
plumber in your area , do get in

a Full bathroom installations comzctiors chal weidre atam;
run business based in Nutle
East Sussex.

6 Plumbing repairs

6 Underfloor Heating installations

Q Pipefitting

REGISTER

Registered
Heating
Business




Chailey Bepaie Cate

For your clothing/textiles, electrical appliances, computers,
bicycles, furniture & household objects....

13 Dec 2025, 10 Jan, 14 Feb, 14 Mar, 11 April, 9 May,
13 June, 11 July, 8 Aug, 12 Sept, 10 Oct, 14 Nov, 12 Dec

10am-1pm St Peter’s Church, Chailey Green, BNS 4DA

facebook

chaileyrc@gmail.com

Cooper & Son

Funeral Directors

C.PJ.Field.

More than a funeral director since 1690,

42 High Street, Lewes
01273475557

Also at Seaford, Uckfield & Heathfield
www.cpjfield.co.uk

)8‘ East Grinstead,
veveens MATHS TUITION
One-to-one, in person A
maths tuition builds confidence

Arrange your half-price taster session
07410 207694

eastgrinsteadmaths@gmail.com
Charlotte Anderson
BA (Hons) Cantab; enhanced DBS checked

DAVE CORNISH
PEST CONTROL

(moles, wasps, mice, rats etc)

")
Telephone

Head Office
07718 882478

01825 713876




9

East Sussex County Council Update
™ Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution.
& i Well, the government has changed its mind again and .as many may

e

know, we are to have County Council elections on May 7%,

Whether this will be for a one-year term or more is not yet clear. The
current plan is to have elections for a new Unitary Authority in May
2027 with the District and Borough Councils being abolished and
™ then elections for a Sussex Mayor in 2028 . Who knows what this
government will do. I’ve never been keen on having a Mayor but I
can see a case for a unitary authority although I can’t see it being a game changer.

The Wealden Local Plan.

The consultation for this ends on March 20™ and I have registered a series of objections.
As I understand the process , WDC will now assimilate and assess the consultation
results.. Then we will have a new Plan put forward before submission to the Planning
Inspector.

The biggest impact will be extra housing. Indeed this seems to be the main objective of
the Plan. Build lots of houses regardless of the consequences for water supply, sewage,
road systems and a range of social services.

The local effects will be if this goes ahead.

New houses:
Buxted 349; Danehill 35; Fletching 26; Isfield 34; Maresfield 347,
Little Horsted 1503

The direct effect on some villages will be quite small but the ricochet effect of the huge
Proposed Owlsbury Development will be devastating. Our rural environment will be
destroyed.

It doesn’t have to be like this and I have in my response to the Consultation outlined an
alternative plan.

The other aspect is employment and commercial development. Despite a lot of weasel
words, it is clear that the Ashdown Business Park expansion at Maresfield will be going
ahead. Another major blow to our environment.

Some positive County News .

County has a lot of issues with the lack of money but despite that many positive
initiatives do make progress .

There is a lot of demand for improved services foe Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities.

Part of County’s response to this is the development of a new purpose built school in
Crowborough for both primary and secondary school pupils.

Whilst we need more money for potholes we are going ahead with a replacement for
the Exceat Bridge in Cuckmere. This is currently a major bottleneck and we will be
spending nearly £20m on a two lane structure. If you know the area , you will
appreciate how helpful this will be. The funds have come from a number of government
sponsored pots. The pothole money has not been compromised by this expensive
scheme.

Roy Galley cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk ) 01825713018
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Wealden District Council Report

Local government reorganisation
Contrary to what I said in my last article, the election for East
Y Sussex County Council will take place on May 7" after all. The
government’s decision to postpone the election for a second
successive year was challenged in the High Court by Reform
UK, ironically basing its case on the European Human Rights
Convention, which it wants to abolish. A few days before the
. case was due to be heard, the government caved in and agreed
. that the elections would go ahead and that it would pay Reform’s
legal costs.

No increase in Wealden’s Council Tax

The Council has approved the Cabinet’s recommendation not to increase Wealden’s
Council Tax for the financial year 2026/7. The 2.99% by which Wealden’s charge
has been increased in recent years raises about £500,000. Our contribution to the
Council’s staff pension fund (which is administered by the County Council) has been
unexpectedly reduced by rather more than that amount, so foregoing an increase is
eminently affordable. Unfortunately, our decision does not mean that you will not
have to pay more from April, because we collect council tax on behalf of the police,
the Fire Brigade, the County Council and parish and town councils, and they each
make their own decision on how much to charge. Wealden Council’s share of your
total Council Tax bill is about §%.

Council tax and terminal illness
I hope you know that people on low incomes can obtain a reduction in their Council

Tax under our Reduction Scheme. In response to a campaign by the Marie Curie
charity, Wealden Council has decided to extend the Scheme by removing all liability
from people already receiving a reduction who become terminally ill, with effect from
next month. In order to have your liability cancelled you will need to obtain an S R1
form from your GP or hospital doctor. The form certifies that you have an illness or
condition from which you are likely to die in the next 12 months. Once you have the
form, you (or someone on your behalf) should contact our Finance department.
Details are here

https://www.wealden.gov.uk/benefits/who-can-get-council-tax-reduction/

Ian Tysh Cllr.ian.tysh@wealden.gov.uk 01825 714639
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Maresfield Parish Council Newsletter
As spring arrives, I’d like to share with you a brief update and remind you of what
your Parish Council actually does.
Maresfield Recreation Ground
By the time you read this, phase two of the parking works at Maresfield Recreation
Ground should be complete. However, part of the parking area will remain
temporarily closed to allow newly sown grass seed, planted along the length of the
area to maintain a consistent appearance, time to establish.
Annual Assembly
A reminder again that this year’s Annual Assembly, where residents can meet local
councillors, hear news of what is going on in the Parish and ask questlons on any
issues or matters of interest, will be held at Maresfield Village Hall on 26™ May at
7.30pm. More details of speakers nearer the time.
The Parish Council
The Parish Council is the first tier of local government. Y our councillors are unpaid
volunteers who represent residents, make decisions about local facilities, comment on
planning applications and set the parish precept (your local element of Council Tax).
Supporting the Council is the Parish Clerk and Clerical Assistant, both of whom work
part time. Amongst other things the Clerk ensures meetings are lawful, manages
finances and audits, prepares agendas and minutes, advises councillors on legislation,
and carries out Council decisions.
Together, we work to protect and improve our parish.
Parish Council — Some of what we do
P — Pavilions and parish buildings, such as bus shelters, managed and maintained
A — Allotments will be coming soon to Maresfield
R — Recreation grounds managed and maintained
I — Infrastructure such as benches and bins maintained
S — Street lighting (where applicable) managed
H — Highways issues reported and pursued

C — Communication with residents through meetings,
noticeboards, newsletters and website.

O — Overseeing finances responsibly and transparently

U — Understanding and commenting on planning applications
N — Neighbourhood engagement and partnership working

C — Contracts for services and maintenance managed

I — Improvement projects delivered

L — Listening to and representing our local community

The Parish Office

Our Parish Office is situated behind the Memorial Hall and adjacent to the Social
Club in Churchfields, Nutley. Parish Office visiting hours are 10.30 to 12.30 Monday

to Friday by prior appointment, please. (Email clerk@maresfieldparish.org.uk or
phone 714555). Website: maresfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Other useful links are: www.uckfieldtc.gov.uk
www.ashdownforest.org/ And you can also follow the Parish Council on Facebook.
Martin Craddock—Chairman of Maresfield Parish Council

(Meeting dates on page 16)
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More than

Co
mP.Uter 90% of issues
Soluﬂons resolved onsite

within 1 hour

& 28 Mac and Windows
Data recovery and back-up

Home and small business support i

==
—]
= T R y— =\ Tuition from experienced teacher

including malware / virus removal Z2 High quality broadband

P> Speed-up & performance solutions @ Wordpress website expert

(D Appointment at your premises — no waiting around

01 342 825 209 We also provide remote

support for a rapid solution
to many day-to-day issues.

Places

- Dittle deers

Nutley Preschool

OUR LITTLE DEERS..-

unning for
n exciting,

Nutley Preschool has been r
over 30 years and provides a
stimulating, secure and inclusive
environment, surrounded by our
peautiful Ashdown Forest.

Situated at the centre of the village in the
Nutley War Memorial Hall, we believe in
providing a safe and supportive environment
that allows children to take their first

learning steps through meaningful play. .
We currently have space available for 2-5 T an R
WE LOVE

year olds and accept funded hours.
; MUDDY BOOTS AT
' FOREST SCHOOL!

OFSTED NO.109472 | REG CHARITY NO. 1028830
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The Realistic Building Company

Your experienced local builders for over 30 years

“Thoughtful approach. We made the
right decision”
Client in Tunbridge Wells

Extensions, Renovations, Maintenance and Repairs

All work is fully insured

“Great job. Communicative,
responsive, tidy and completed

“A job well done. Friendly approach A
on time”

and expertise throughout”

Realistic prices

Client in Nutley

Client in Sharpthorne

refurbishments decoration
kitchens “Delighted with the work. Always patios
kept us up to date. Excellent value”
bathrooms Client in Sharpthorne decking
shower rooms balconies

For a realistic quotation and expert advice for your next building project contact

Giles Casey on

01825 740401 Mobile 07812 579050 email: realisticgiles@googlemail.com

—SERVICES

A local,
independent
company
delivering fuel
to homes and
businesses in
Kent and

Spa @il

HEATING OIL

www.spaoilservices.co.uk

01892 615400

Competitive Prices

Gas Oil (Red Diesel)

White Diesel (Derv)
Small Lorries

FRIENDLY, HELPFUL SERVICE
- WHY NOT TRY US?

V=

MOTOR SERVICES LTD
MOT ¢ SERVICING ¢ REPAIRS
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

ALL MAKES AND MODELS UP TO
3.5T, INCLUDING HORSE BOXES

COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE

FREE COLLECTION/DELIVERY
IN THIS AREA

Gareth Smith
07500 963711 » 01825 765653

gbamotorservices@gmail.com
2 Panhard Buildings, Bell Lane, Uckfield TN22 1QL
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Nutley Historical Society

We are pleased to welcome back one of our favourite speakers - Tony Harris.
Tony is a professional comedian, raconteur and actor who specialises in historical
talks with an hysterical twist. He has spoken to us before about Henry VIII ,
Cardinal Worsley and last year about Jack the Ripper. I hadn’t been too keen on
the subject but how wrong I was, it wasn’t at all gruesome and the Hall rocked
with laughter as Tony took on the guise of Sherlock Holmes to discover the killer.

This year we are having a presentation on Margaret Thatcher who was one of the
Country's best known Prime Ministers. She broke through the glass ceiling and
rose from backbench obscurity in 1959 to run the Government in 1979.

We are always requested to have Tony again and we are so pleased he will be
with us in April as he brings new life to The Iron Lady with his fabulous portrayal
of the great woman.

We are in for a unexpected surprise no doubt and will have a great evening. Tony
will be in appropriate dress for the occasion and that will be our first gasp of the
night.

MARGARET THATCHER BY TONY HARRIS
THURSDAY 23rd April 2026 at
7.30pm in the Church Hall
Free to Members. Visitors very welcome £4
Refreshments provided.

FLETCHING SINGERS’ SPRING CONCERT
Fletching Church, TN22 3SR. Saturday 25t April 2026 at 7.30pm

Fletching Singers will be celebrating spring with some joyful music by Vivaldi,
Durante and Pergolesi . Vivaldi’s Gloria is a work often performed and much
loved by singers and audiences alike, full, as it is, of both dancing rhythms and
soulful melodies. Durante's Magnificat was, until recently, thought to be by
Pergolesi and is similarly filled with a lovely energy. The lesser-known Laudate
Pueri, by Pergolesi, is for soprano soloist with choir and we are looking forward
to performing this with soprano Helen Groves, formerly a member of The
Sixteen. We are joined by keyboard, baroque cello and theorbo for what is sure
to be a delightful evening. Directed by Ansy Boothroyd.

Tickets £15 on the door or £12.50 early bird until Tuesday 21* April. Available
online at https://www.fletchingsingers.co.uk , from members, or
info@fletchingsingers.co.uk or 07802 855113



https://www.fletchingsingers.co.uk
mailto:info@fletchingsingers.co.uk
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From the Archives of the Nutley Historical Society

Whilst researching the archives I came
across a nice photo of Forest Lodge,
which was where Mr and Mrs
‘(\ ‘\ ; McLachlan lived. In 1928 a meeting of
the Nutley Women’s Conservative
Y Association was held in their grounds of
Forest Lodge by invitation of Mr and
Mrs G A McLachlan supported by Mrs
Costello of the London Central Office.
The talk featured unemployment and
also “it was more difficult to sell abroad owing to protective tariffs” - sounds not
too dissimilar from today’s problems. The photo notes the owner of Forest Lodge
is Miss McLachlan so presumably her parents have both died which places the
photo somewhat later.

In 1931 Mrs McLachlan was the hon treasurer of the Nutley Women’s Unionist
Association and the President of that association invited subscriptions towards a
fund for presenting a portrait of Sir Henry Cautley Conservative MP to Lady
Cautley, to celebrate Sir Henry’s coming of age as the member for the East
Grinstead Division.

Then by chance I was looking through other photos and came across the following
photo which says Mr McLachlan was the MP for East Grinstead and lived at Forest
Lodge. The banners in the background read Liberal Party. Oh dear, I thought to
myself, I bet that’s not a very happy household, if he is Liberal and she is a staunch
Conservative.

I thought I ought to investigate further but could find no trace of Mr McLachlan as
a Liberal, or even a Conservative MP, but when 1 started searching for
‘prospective’ MP’s 1 came across a Mr J C McLaughlin who was indeed a
prospective Liberal MP for East Grinstead [he never got elected]. Just a few
different letters in their name but a completely different outlook in research. So
easy to make mistakes - a mystery now solved.

Jill Rolfe
Nutley Historical Society
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Maresfield Parish Council Meetings

April 2026
Finance & .
Tuesday 7t April Administration Maresﬁel_d Parish 10:00am
. Office
Committee
. . . Fairwarp
th .
Monday 20" April Planning Committee Village Hall 7:30pm
. . Fairwarp
st .
Tuesday 215t April Full Council Village Hall 7:30pm

N.B. Please note that meeting dates and times are subject to change so please check on the Parish
website or call the office beforehand if you are interested in attending.

FREE HOUSE VISIT ON Tel: 01825 766006
The ZONE DAYS
Foresi Opening hours reception@theforestvet.co.uk
A Monday — Friday 8-7
Maresfield Satzrday 9_:\; www.theforestvet.co.uk

24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK

Unique out of hours service by our Vets at the practice in
Maresfield.

We provide the highest level of patient care and customer
service.

State of the art equipment including digital x-ray and separate
dog and cat wards. ol

Modern blood analysis laboratory with results in just 7 minutes. 4 J

On site Parking.

Katie Spetch
KATIE'S pHVQ[(\ 07834 267 849
Katie.spetch@icloud.com

e Musculoskeletal Physio e Pelvic/Women’s Health for Urinary Incontinence
e Sports Injuries e Pregnancy and Post-Natal
e Post Surgical Rehab e Paediatric and Adult

Home visits possible for those that are housebound

High Orchard, Station Road, Horsted Keynes, RH17 7ED
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Cuti—~Care

Fully Insured Foot Health Practitioner providing friendly and
professional foot care in your own home.

Services include:

e Nail cutting and filing

e Callus and Corn removal

e Thicken nails

e Ingrowing nails

e Fungal nail infection treatment
e Verruca treatment

e Diabetic foot care

Please contact Laura on: 01825 725458 or cuti_care@yahoo.com

]
NUTLEY
MEMORIAL TRUST Cl1O
Barcombe Based
Nutley Memorial Trust CIO PEST CONTROL
Your local venue for special occasions SE,RV|CE
charity events and more. 20 Years’ Experience
Exceptionally large modern hall for hire by .
the hour. Rats Mice Moles
Also available are two smaller rooms for com- SC]Uirl"els WaSpS
mittee meetings, lunches or classes.
For more information or to make a booking Competitive Rates
please contact
Niki on 01825 712465 Call Richard
Visit our website: 07702 014452
.nutley-war- ial-hall.co.uk
" Find us on Faccbook: 01273 401237

www.facebook.com/NutleyWarMemorial Trust



http://www.nutley-war-
http://www.nutley-war-

Nutley Horticultural Society

Thankyou one and all for joining us
at our recent AGM and renewing
§ your memberships.

Our speaker, Frances Farrer-Brown,
gave us a truly informative and
entertaining talk about the history of
gardens over the centuries to the
modern day, including our local
celebrated gardens.

Our Spring Show may well have
taken place by the time you receive this issue but to recap, March 28th in the
Memorial Hall. We hope everyone will have had a nice time: villagers coming
together in good natured rivalry to show the best we have.

The crocus display on the verges of the A22 has been wonderful, with the extra
1000 bulbs we planted in the autumn definitely adding to the glory. Lifting
the spirits on dull rainy days and bringing a smile when sunny.

In April, Friday 24th at 7:30, we have a talk in the Memorial Hall. Joe Whelan,
Head Gardener at Nymans will be talking to us about “Historical developments
and care of the gardens today”. See you then!

More information, as always, on our website. nutleyhorticulturalsociety.org.uk

Nutley Bowling Club

Hopefully the wet winter is now just a memory. But what a memory !
Very little maintenance work could be tackled. We are now back, working hard
to prepare for the start of the season.

We held our second indoor short mat bowls session in the Memorial Hall on
Friday 20™ March. Another good fun evening.

We will be holding our pre season get together on Wednesday 1% April in the
Church Hall from 7.30pm. This is our regular meeting to have supper, pay our
subs for the year, enter our internal competitions and collect the fixture card for
our 50 or so games, weather permitting.

After such a wet winter we are really looking forward to getting out in the open
air to enjoy good company, friendship and a reasonable game.

As you probably know we are always looking for new
members and for those who might like to try their hand at
bowling we will be having an open day on

Sunday 17™ May. More details will be in next month’s
magazine.

Mike Evans
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Goshawk: Phantom of the Forest
By Kerry Williams: Communications Officer, Conservation, Sussex Wildlife Trust

For many of us, film and literature may be
the closest we get to experiencing the sharp
detail of certain charismatic wildlife
goliaths; the breath of a Bengal Tiger, the
splashing breach of a Humpback Whale or
the down-the-barrel fire-eyed stare of a
Goshawk. If you’ve watched this year’s
" film adaptation of Helen Macdonald’s best-
seller, H is for Hawk, you’ll have been
@ treated to some beautiful close-ups of these
@4 impeccable birds. Cherish these shots —
| they're not common.

Nicknamed ‘Phantom of the Forest’, Goshawks are extremely secretive, flying
under the radar and shrouded in mysterious woodland wonder. It’s said their name
was bestowed upon them by medieval falconers; Goose-hawk, for their apparent
ability to take down geese. Anyone who’s ever had a run in with a lairy farmyard
goose will know they’re quite a contender, and the name immediately conjures
images of the Goshawk’s mighty strength and hunting prowess.

Goshawks share a similar barred chest, yellow legs, and bright eyes with their
cousin, the Sparrowhawk. But the similarity ends with size, and with a wingspan
of up to five feet, a female Goshawk can easily weigh four times as much as a
female Sparrowhawk.

Despite their impressive bulk, Goshawks are tricky to spot, and surprisingly agile.
Preferring to nest and hunt in deep forest, they whip through thicket and glade at
speeds of up to 38 miles per hour to silently dispatch unsuspecting birds and small
mammals with spearing golden talons.

Like many awesome predators, these magnificent birds get a rough reputation.
Historically persecuted, by the late 19" century Goshawks were all but extinct in
the UK. Due to accidental escapees, and perhaps some deliberate releases, these
birds have bounced back. Although, their trauma is not as much in the past as you
would like to assume, with vilification and very real crimes against the species
still happening. Along with added threats of habitat loss and climate change, this
serial oppression has slowed their steely return.

But return they do. Although populations are patchy across the UK, those that do
persist are strong in number, including here in Sussex, with around 65 breeding
pairs now thought to be resident. If you see one, you’re ever so lucky. But if you
miss out, don’t despair. Lean into the mystery, the stuff of film, and tales of the
forest. You might not have seen them. But they’ve probably seen you.




RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY & WILLS

Local, friendly, affordable and approachable specialist solicitor.
Sarah Morgan-Kelly started the practice in Lewes in 2008 and
moved to Nutley in 2017.

\WWe provide a bespoke private client service for local people at
a reasonable price.

MORGAN KELLY

SOLICITORS
MAKING LAW SIMPLE

1. 8.0.0.8.

80+ googk reviews

Felling «
Pruning « Hedge Cutting
g: Garden Maintenance

Planting «
Pis Firewood and Woodchip

Stump Removal «
Fully insured work to BS3998 -
rossgreenwood | 981 @hotmail.co.uk Ross Greenwood

Tel: 01825769681 Mob. 07869 270353 Tree Care

3&upert Ql:bagkgt TJN LOCKS

Tim Norris, Locksmith

A complete furniture restoration | MLA trained for all door & window locks
service and suppliers of country for security & peace of mind

furniture
Office: 01342 823 250

Estimates Free C
Tel & Fax: 01825 713111 (Workshop) Mobile: 07973 600 618

Mobile: 07950 035044 inlock il
e-mail: sales@rupert-thacker.com tinlocks@gmail.com
www.tjnlocks.co.uk

web: www.rupert-thacker.com
Hartfield Road, Forest Row, RH18 5BZ
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http://www.tjnlocks.co.uk
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AW. STANDING ARBORICULTURE
& FOOD GARDENS

All aspects of tree work - Agro-Forestry - No-

Dig food garden landscaping - Compost -
Orchards & hedgerows - Wildflower Meadows

07753455739
www.organic-kitchen-gardens.co.uk
alex.standing@hotmail.co.uk

Tree Surgery | Hedge Maintenance | Fire Wood

y |
Stump Grinding | Domestic & Commercial Work
Woodland Management | Building Site Clearance
Insured £5m | Free Quotation and Advice
\. N " IS I i Charlie Layfield | Tel: 07888 838423
Email: charlie@treewise.co.uk | www.treewise.co.uk

Tree Services Ltd Vetted & Monitored by Checkatradé

DEAN FERGUSON | DO YOU WANT TO ADVERTISE

Your Local Electrician In Nutley Parish News?

OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
Registered with NAPIT to self certify to Part P 1/8th page £70 per annum
1/4 page  £100 per annum

:\ : //_ NO JOB TOO BIG = 1/2 page  £175 per annum
,O\ NO JOB TOO SMALL
- Labour VAT-free Full page  £250 per annum
NAPIT
Tel 01825 723661 Mob 07754 000147 Email for more information

Email:deanfergusonelectrician@hotmail.co.uk joannamumford@btinternet.com
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We serve the community of
Crowborough and the surrounding area.
Qur comprehensive, personal funeral service
is carried out with sensitivity and minimum
inkrusion,

* Experienced and caring staff

+ Calls taken personally 24 hours a day

* Spacious private car park

* Beregvement Support Group

* Professionally crafted memorials

Crowborough's
only independent
funeral service

Golden Charter %

Funeral Mans

GSI

Property Improvements

Ho me i

Bat hr oom
& plumbing

Flooring Electrical repairs;

Painting to plastering;
Fencing to flat pack;

Design & construction of tree

houses and pole houses

For a quote from the company that

cares

call Chris in Horsted Keynes

07899 657722
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All aspects of tree
surgery undertaken

- Hedge maintenance

- Planting

- Seasoned logs
available

Gall Jon Hounsell
01825 873316 M. 07830 154630

| punsell@i

The only call you ever
rneed to rnake for:

* Heating and Plumbing

« Oil Heating Systems and Tanks
« Installation, Repair & Maintenance
« All Boiler Types & Heating Systems

* Renewable Energy & Solar

EXPERT & RELIABLE

Your Local Family Run Business, serving
our community for over 35 years.

For a FREE
quote call:

01825 891720

paynes-heating.co.uk | sales@paynes-heating.co.uk
Oak Tree Barn, Blackboys East Sussex TN22 5JL

w1
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RICHARD GREEN

INDEPENDENT, FAMILY OWNED AND RUN
FUNERAL SERVICE & MONUMENTAL MA

Funerals arranged to your specific requirements
Telephones answered personally 24 hours a day

Flexible pre-paid Funeral Plans also available

125 High Street
Uckfield

TN22 1RN

01825 760601 (24hrs)

170 High Streg
Lewes

BN7 1YE

01273 488121 (24hrd

uckfield@rgreenfs.co.uk 43 _ Iewes@rgreenfs.co.]k

I f SEF yYRSNJ 2
Family Practice established in 1987
FREE Digital Retinal Photography for All Patients
Now offering enhanced OCT eye scan
Contact Lenses and Designer Frames

Same Day Service on Stock Lenses

In store repairs
CwLO9b5] , twhCO{{Lhb! | 9,9/ 1

97 Londopn Road A
9Faud DNAyaus
RH:LS 1EQ (Next to Post Office)
¢StY nmonH

Email: alex@alexander-opticians.com

w 9
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Privacy in the Age of the Pocket Computer

Most of us carry a miracle in our pocket — a device that knows where we are, who
we speak to, what we search for, and what we buy for dinner. It keeps us connected
and organised, yet at the same time, generates a stream of data that travels far
beyond our control. Perhaps it is good to consider: where is all that information
going?

Every smartphone, whether Apple, Android, or something in between, collects and
shares data to make everyday life easier. Location settings help us find directions,
tag photos, or locate a lost phone. Bluetooth and Wi-Fi allow convenient
connections to cars, headphones, and smart TVs. Apps request permission to use
our cameras, microphones, and contact lists — and usually we tap “Allow” without
reading further. Each of these features has its uses, but each is also an opportunity
for information about our habits, movements, and preferences to leak out.

In the background, the phone’s operating system and many of the apps installed on
it may be sending snippets of data back to companies for ‘“analytics” or
“personalisation”. That can mean anything from improving navigation routes to
fine-tuning the adverts you see. While some of this is harmless, the line between
helpful and intrusive can blur easily. A surprising number of people have
discovered that their phones seem to know what they were just talking about —
perhaps coincidence, perhaps targeted advertising — but either way it feels
unsettling.

The idea of tackling privacy settings can seem daunting. The good news is that a
few simple steps make a big difference. Start with your phone’s Settings — Privacy
& Security section. Look for Location Services and decide which apps really need
access. A weather app, yes; a shopping app... perhaps not. Most modern phones let
you choose “While Using the App” rather than “Always”, which limits background
tracking.

Next, review Bluetooth and Wi-Fi scanning. Even when you think these are off,
some phones continue searching for networks or beacons nearby — a behaviour
you can usually disable in advanced settings. Check App Permissions and remove
camera or microphone access for apps that have no reason to use them. It is worth
spending a few minutes once a month doing this, the digital equivalent of locking
the garden gate before bedtime.

For a broader view, both Apple and Android now offer privacy dashboards showing
how often each app accesses your location, camera, or contacts. Seeing this laid out
visually can be eye-opening — a friendly nudge to prune unnecessary permissions.
Beyond settings, there’s a larger cultural shift to consider. Perhaps our
understanding of “privacy” itself needs refreshing. We once thought of it as
secrecy, a curtain we could pull shut. These days is have become more like
awareness of managing our (generally digital) interactions, housekeeping as
opposed to blockade building.

Maybe the right way to approach your phone is as an assistant, not as a mirror. It
will continue to reflect your approach, but you have a good deal of influence over
what it should show. The next time your phone suggests ways to “improve your
experience,” pause a moment. Ask instead how you can help it to improve its
manners. (Roger Lyon (RL Computer Solutions)
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The Arts Society Ashdown Forest

‘The Partnership of Gertrude Jekyll and Sir Edwin Lutyens’
Lecture by Tom Duncan - Thursday 9 April 2026 at 2.00 pm
Crowborough Community Centre, Pine Grove, Crowborough, TN6 1FE

Sir Edwin Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll were outstanding in their own fields of
architectural and garden design. This is the story of their wonderful artistic
collaboration. Plenty of parking next to the Centre. Members free. Visitors £8
payable at the door. Refreshments after the lecture. For more information see
tasaf.org.uk.

Repair Cate

Chailey

As we head into Spring, we’ll now start seeing your cycles which have been
loitering in sheds and need some attention, as well as mowers and garden
machinery such as trimmers and hedge cutters (you know - those ones where you
have accidently cut through the lead....??!!!)

Bring us your garden tools which need sharpening and our state of the art
sharpening machine will soon sort those out, as well as your kitchen knives and
workshop tools.

Our 2026 dates are easy to remember — we are open every 2nd Saturday of each
month between 10am — 1pm. St Peter's Church is closed for repairs, so we are in
Chailey Village Hall, (next to the Five Bells just 500 yards down the road from
theihChurch) on 14™ March but look forward to returning to the Church from
117 April.

Chailey Repair Caf¢ is part of a world-wide movement where volunteer experts
repair things free of charge — although a donation towards running costs is
invited. Anyone can bring along broken items or clothing needing repair from
home, and have a cuppa and a cake while they wait.

Not sure if we can fix your stuff? Contact us at chaileyrc@gmail.com and we’ll
see what we can do to help.

See you very soon!!

Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Café team


mailto:chaileyrc@gmail.com
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Nutley Lawn Tennis
& & Squash Club
The friendliest racquet club in Sussex
We're a community-led, not-for-profit sports club with well

maintained facilities, including a clubhouse two squash courts,

two tennis courts, two pickleball courts and an inclusive
atmosphere.

What we offer:

v Affordable memberships

- Juniors from £7.50/month | Adults from £12/month
— Unlimited court time. No extra booking fees.

v A welcoming club

— All abilities welcome, from beginner to seasoned player
— Regular club nights and a vibrant calendar of events
— Group and one-to-one coaching for players of all abilities

v Junior (U18) development

— Weekly group coaching and skill-building sessions

v Flexibility for non-members

— Pay-as-you-play options: Book lessons, join club nights, or book courts
without commitment.

BOOK A FREE TASTER SESSION

Contact us to arrange a tour of the club or schedule a free taster session.

@ nutleytennisandsquash.co.uk
nutleytennisandsquashclub@gmail.com

sgiash 01825 212214
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Nutley War Memorial Hall

COUNTRY MARKET

/7 7NN\ Sunday 12™ April
NUTLEY

MEMORIAL TRUST CIO

ADMISSION

Tea, coffee &
Hall Regular Classes and Clubs: refreshments

Local Produce  Handmade goods ' Equestrian  Plants
Honey : Cakes ' Childrens activities « Gifts & more!

Floaso email fer any last minutn stall onquirses evauitiesnutiey s semorial hal £0 k.

Please find below details of some of the Clubs and Societies that hold regular classes and events.

Zumba - Monday 19:00-20:00 s.e.dexter@gmail.com (07956 529205)

Nutley Rock & Roll - Tuesday 18:30-22:00 nutleyrockandroll@gmail.com

Karate — Wednesday 19:45-20:45, Saturday 9:30-10:30 marc@donfrancesco.cm

Knit and Natter Thursday 15:30-17:00 enguiries@nutley-war-memorial-hall.co.uk
Yoga Wednesday 18:30-19:30 hello@vyogawithadeline.co.uk

Evergreens over 55 club - 1st Friday in the month - LizLloydofnutley@gmail.com
Drawing classes with Linda - day and time by arrangement - write2linda @gmail.com

Upcoming Events:

2" April - Community Connection Hub 3.15pm - 5.30pm Every Thursday
10" April - Evergreens 3pm - 6pm

12™ April Nutley War Memaorial Hall 'Country Market'

24™ April - Horticultural society talk 7.30pm

To get more details of the above upcoming events or classes or book the hall for private
functions or other events please contact the Hall Caretaker on 07356 301322
or enquiries@nutley-war-memaorial-hall.co.uk

Private Hire of the Hall:

The Hall is a great indoor venue for a children’s party and is equipped with audio-visual equipment,
as well as a large stage for entertainers and lots of space to play and lay tables for party food.

Wealden Lottery

The Trustees have signed up to the Wealden Community Lottery, which was created by as means to
raise money for local community projects and facilities like ours. It's £1 per week wi24thth 50% of
the money going to the Trust to help with running and upgrading the Hall. Thanks to all who are
supporting in this way already.

If you wish to support the Hall in this way please use the link below to access our lottery website:-
httos://www.wealdencommunitvlotterv.co.uk/suoport/nutlev-memorial-trust
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For Rll Your Vehicle Requirements
All Cars, Light Commercial Vehicles & 4x4's

MOT Testing Station
Servicing and Repairs
Tyres - Puncture Repairs and Replacements
4 Wheel Laser Alignment
Welding, Fabrication and Anti-Corrosion Treatments
Air Conditioning Services & Re-Gassing with New R1234yf Gas
Hydrogen Engine Carbon Clean for DPF, Turbo, EGR Vales and Injectors
And More...

Highstreet, Nutiey, TN22 3LP  TEL: 01825712382  www.nutieymotorservices.com

P. MOULT & ASSOCIATES

YOUR LOCAL
PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

25 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES

O.A.P. DISCOUNTS
ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK UNDERTAKEN

TEL MOBILE: 07884 342137
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Nutley Directory

Ashdown Forest Tourism Association - 713862

Church Hall Bookings - 712349

Compass Travel—Bus times.. 01903 690025
https://compass-travel.co.uk/bus-timetables/

Conservators of Ashdown Forest - 01342 823583

Ford's Green Management Committee - 712209

Maresfield Parish Office - 714555

Memorial Hall and Bookings - Rachel on 07356 301322

Nutley Church of England Primary School - 712575

Nutley Hall Residential Community for Adults with Learning Disabilities -

712696

Nutley Nutkins -713753

Nutley Pre-School Playgroup - 07535 655013

Wealdlink Community Bus [ Door to Door Shopping service | - 01892 771332

Sporting and Social

Ashdown Evergreens - 714609

Ashdown Forest Fine Arts Society - 01342822435
Bowls Club - 713588/713691

Cricket Club - 763925

Extended Exercise Class 714797 / 712143

Football Club - chair@nutleyfc.co.uk

Historical Society - 712336

Horticultural Society - 712316

Ladies Friendship Circle - 712056

Nutley Windmill 01435 873367.

RNLI Forest Row - Jill Sharp 01342 826848 or jjsharp611@gmail.com
Royal British Legion Nutley Women's Branch - 712239
Social Club - 712220

Stoolball Club - 764824

Table Tennis Club - 371653

Tennis and Squash Club -07788 713707

Zumba Fitness Club-714633

Restaurant and Tea Rooms

La Casa Ristorante Pizzaria - 713566 -~
Hathi - 713287
Premier Village Stores - 712501

Wych Cross Nurseries - 01342 822705



mailto:chair@nutleyfc.co.uk
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Who’s Who at St James the Less

Vicar: The Revd.Ben Sear: The Rectory, High Street,Maresfield, TN22 2EH
Tel: 07480 601664 email: vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com

Church Administrator: Angie Welton (Tel: 07745479407)
Email: admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com

Family Worker: Sophie Leach (sophie.families.worker(@gmail.com)

Reader: William King

Church Wardens: Liz Kosh 07889502542 and
Ray Kennedy kennedyshome@icloud.com or 01825 712050.

Parochial Church Council: Rev Ben Sear, Rev Pauline Ingram, Susan Edwarde
(Treasurer), Liz Kosh (Church Warden), Ray Kennedy (Church Warden),
Steph Hacker, John Hacker, Pam Marsh, Jamie Slater and Valerie Williams

Safeguarding Officer: Pam Marsh (712035)

Electoral Roll Officer: Jackie Norman (712056)

Treasurer: Susan Edwarde (713015)

Church Choir: Pam Marsh (712035)

Flower Rota: Jean Kemm (713704)

Coffee Pop In Rota: Helen Compson (07962 188 538)

Sunrise Café: Valerie Williams (07889433135)

Church Hall Bookings: Carole Morley (712349)

Verger: Jackie Norman (712056).

Home Groups: Monday morning: Jean Kemm (713704)
Midweek: Roger Lloyd (r.lloyd75@btinternet.com)
Home Group West: Jackie Norman (712056)

We welcome families of all ages to our church, including those with young
children. During the Sunday 9.15am service we offer a créche for the youngest
ones and Sunday Club for older children aged 4-12. Alternatively, you can have
your child in with you and make use of the large carpeted area at the back of the
church with toys and books.

Revd.Ben Sear hopes to be told of illness, bereavement or trouble, for prayers
and visits.


mailto:vicar.maresfieldandnutley@protonmail.com
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Nutley Parish News

Published by the Parochial Church Council of the Church of St James the Less,
Nutley on the first Friday of each month. Final copy date for May is 10 April
Please let me know if your report will be delayed and I will try to hold up the
print deadline.

Editor: Angie Welton, 5 Lower Drive, Maresfield Park, Maresfield,
TN22 2BW. admin@maresfieldandnutleychurches.com (tel: 077454 79407)

Advertising: Jo Mumford, ,Yew Tree Cottage, Forest Bank Tel: 01825 713606
joannamumford@btinternet.com

Service Information

2nd April 7pm Maundy Thursday supper in Maresfield

3rd April 2pm An Hour at the Cross in Nutley

S5th April 8am BCP

Sth April 9.15am Easter Sunday All Age Holy Communion
12th April 9.15am Morning Prayer

19th April 9.15am Holy Communion Service

26th April 9.15am Café Church

(Note: There is no TLC meeting in April)

Weekly Morning Prayer in church at 9am on Thursdays
TLC Bereavement Group meet first Friday of each month—2pm in Church Hall
Coffee Pop In 10—11am Wednesdays
Sunrise Café 9—10am Sunrise Café (term time)
Dads & Tots 9—10.30am—see website for dates

Church is open Monday—Saturday from 9am—Spm and for services on
Sundays

Opinions expressed by contributors and services and products offered by
advertisers are not specifically endorsed by Nutley Parish News or the Parochial
Church Council of the Church of St.James the Less
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The Maresfield Parish Council Annual Assembly
will be held on Tuesday 26th May at 7.30pm at
Maresfield Village Hall.
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Presentations and question/answer sessions by:

Mark Pearson - Chief Executive Officer, The
Conservators of Ashdown
Forest; Explaining the role of
the Ashdown Forest
Conservators and the events
planned in connection with The
Big One Hundred, celebrating

the centenary of Winnie-the-
Pooh - https://thebigonehundred.co.uk/

| Steve O_’Ccmnell - Sussex quice; o
ol s rowing Steve will present the ‘Fatal Five' initiative,
lives” designed to tackle serious road safety

N issues within Sussex. Speeding motorists
ﬁ-i-m £ 3 and dangerous driving cause huge
concerns within our parish.

Also present and available for answering your questions will be
your Parish Councillors and your County and District Councillors.

Refreshments will be available. We look forward to seeing you there!

Maresfield Parish Council’s Annual Report 2025-26

You will be able to download or view the report electronically from early
May at www.maresfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Printed copies will be available from the Parish Office on request.

Please call 01825 714555 or email
clerk@maresfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk.




